DOCUiEBT  RESUHE 


ED  050  355 


CG  006  271 


AUTHOR 

TITLE 

INSTITUTION 
PUB  DATE 
NOTE 


Davidson,  W.  Craig 

The  Trauma  of  the  Dropout. 

Laredo  Independent  School  District,  Tex. 
70 

8 1 5p. 


EDRS  PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 

IDENTIFIERS 


EDRS  Price  NF-S0.65  HC-$29.61 
♦Dropout  Ait itudes,  ♦Dropout  Characteristics, 
♦Dropout  Prevention,  ♦Dropout  Research,  Dropouts, 
Questionnaires,  ♦Research,  Research  Methodology 
Laredo,  Texas,  Title  III  - Elementary  and  Secondary 
Education  Act 


ABSTRACT 

This  study  concerns  the  identification, 
interpretation  and  interrelitionship  of  factors  which  are  germane  to 
a student*s  perception  of  himself  and  his  environment  and  upon  which 
factors  he  bases  his  decision  to  drop  out  of  school.  The 
methodological  format  goes  beyond  mere  guanti f ication  in  an  attempt 
to  distil  the  quality  of  the  dropoutfs  human  experience.  A 
questionnaire  was  developed  for  eliciting  candid  responses  from 
dropouts  about  theasel ves,  their  families  and  the  public  school.  In 
addition,  interviewers,  equipped  with  cassette  tape  recorders, 
interviewed  a random  sample  of  166  dropouts.  Among  the  extensive 
results  were:  (1)  pregnancy,  overage  and  poverty  accounted  for  the 

largest  number  of  female  dropouts;  (2)  overage  and  poverty  vere  the 
reasons  given  by  a majority  of  male  dropouts;  and  (3)  most  boys  had 
vocational  goals.  Additional  < unseling,  more  individual  help  from 
teachers,  and  a meaningful  job  training  program  are  the  changes  most 
needed  to  reduce  the  number  of  dropouts.  A tremendous  need  exists  for 
creating  a school  environment  in  which  all  students  are  treated  with 
compassion.  Extensive  data  tables,  and  lengthy  interviewee  responses 
and  questionnaire  responses  are  included.  The  research  reported 
herein  was  funded  under  Title  III  of  the  Element  ry  and  Secondary 
Education  Act.  <TL) 
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Fundamentally,  in  a democracy,  dropping  out  of 
school  is  the  political  reaction  of  a young  person 
to  a political  decision  made  by  an  adult.  WCD 
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Laredo  Independent  School  District  Study 


THE  TRAUMA  OF  THE  DROPOUT 


By 

W.  Craig  Davidson 


Federal  Projects 

Laredo  Independent  School  District 
1618  Houston  St. 

Laredo,  Texas  "8040 


INTRODUCTION 


This  study  concerns  itself  with  the  identification  and 
interpretation  of  those  factors  that  are  gernaine  to  a student's 
perception  of  himself,  his  school  and  community,  his  home,  and 
the  inteirelatioi’-ship  of  these  areas  and  from  which  he  extracts 
those  factors  thac,  to  him,  are  pertinent  in  his  attempts  to 
relate  himself  effectively  to  the  rest  of  his  world  and  upon 
which  he  bases  his  decision  to  drop  out  of  school.  No  attempt 
has  been  mode  in  this  study,  per  se,  to  either  determine  or 
verify  the  dropout  rate  of  cut--  local  school  district. 

The  methodological  format  of  the  study  is  predicated  on  an 
attempt  to  overcome  the  disenchantment  of  many  researchers,  in  the 
social  and  behavioral  science  areas,  with  a purely  quantitative 
analysis  of  accumulated  data,  with  the  underlying  assumption  that 
from  such  quantification,  quality  or  the  essence,  can  te  '.nC’rred 
or  distilled.  The  statistical  evidence  of  quantity  is  no  substitute 
for  the  quality  inherent  in  the  human  experience.  Thus,  there  is 
little  concern  with  trying  to  elicit  from  the  data  an  interpretation 
of  quality  or  the  lack  of  it,  by  a demonstration  of  "rigorous  quan- 
titative method"  at  the  expense  of  ascertaining  from  an  individual 
person's* point  of  view,  precisely  why  he  believes  he  dropped  out  of 
school.  And  one  is  virtually  forced  to  assume  this  position  because 


G 


VII 


for  every  student  identified  as  a dropout  by  such  quantitative  methods 
there  is  another  student  with  identical  quantitative  characteristics 
who  successfully  completes  school;  there  must  be  something  quantifi- 
cation does  not  and  indeed,  cannot,  take  into  account. 

Quantitative  methods  and  quantified  results  simply  fail  to 
furnish  data  that  provide  a useful  interpretation  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  underlying  and  interdependent  factors  that  serve  as  the 
subliminal  sociological  communication  and  interaction  pattern  of  the 
cultural  matrix  and  upon  which  individual  psychological  interpretation 
oi  sensory  perception  and  individual  sociological  involvement  are 
almost  wholly  dependent.  By  way  of  example  of  this  rather  oversimplified 
concept;  when  one  observes  that  the  quality  of  life  style  and  accomplish- 
ment ha\i  become  for  almost  everyone,  psychologically  externalized,  it 
follows  that  the  judgement  of  others  and  the  assigned  status  of  an 
individual  depends  upon  what  goods  does  he  have  for  visual  display  and 
what  services  can  he  command  at  what  price.  Next,  it  appears  that  the 
locuu  of  self-respect  is  for  all  these  people  no  longer  found  through 
introspection.  Further,  while  this  situation  has  existed  for  the 
uneducated  for  sometime,  ic  seems  to  encompass  today  a larger  percentage 
of  the  U.S.  population  than  it  did  prior  to  the  Industrial  Revolution. 
Also  to  be  considered  is  that  this  is  the  basis  for  non-intellectualisra 
and  anti-Intel lectualism , with  the  mitigating  element  in  the  latter 
being  that  usually  it  requires  the  use  of  some  small  segment  of  the 
mental  faculties  in  social  involvement.  Thus,  from  the  above,  it  is 
not  difficult  to  deduce  either  excellent  teaching  strategies  or  why, 


for  example,  popular  T.V.  program*,  are  so  popular  and  why  the 
efforts  from  outside  the  industry,  to  raise  the  quality  of  them 
will  not  succeed.  Also,  stemming  from  a lack  of  understanding  of 
the  importance  of  the  above  concept,  are  the  attempts  tc  identify 
and  utilize  only  the  certain  and  rational  in  the  face  of  the  reality 
of  much  obvious  uncertainty  and  irrationality.  Such  efforts  have 
lead  us  into  research  results  useful  only  for  making  the  widest, 
shallowest  and  least  helpful  generalizations.  To  apply  such  broad 
abstractions  to  the  field  of  public  schooling  is  to  negate  not  only 
all  we,  at  this  point,  know  about  the  individuality  of  the  learning 
process  but  to  render  sterile  the  basic  rationale  if  not  of  the 
schools  themselves,  then  that  of  their  compulsory  attendance  regulations, 
i.e*,  that  engagement  in  the  social  process  of  legal' y approved 
schooling  is  so  vita],  to  the  well  being  of  the  individual  and  to  the 
society  at  large,  that  attendance  is  mandatory  for  a period  of  time. 

In  short,  if  we  cannot  verify  by  individual  behavioral  results  that 
schooling  is  indeed  worthwhile  for  all  whom  we  require  to  attend,  then 
to  demand  such  attendance  becomes,  at  the  leas t, immoral , in  a democratic 
society,  and,  at  the  best,  in  any  society,  unethical. 

This  study  may  be  read,  appraised  and  evaluated  several  different 
ways.  First,  of  course,  one  can  read  it  in  its  entirety  and  thereby 
encompass,  1)  the  quantitative  synthesis  and  analysis  of  the  data,  as 
indicated  in  the  Tables,  2)  the  verbatim  written  replies  of  the 
respondents  to  the  questionnaire  items  requesting  such,  as  quoted  in 
the  addendums  and  3)  the  verbatim  in  bo  far  as  possible,  translations 
from  Spanish  to  English  of  the  tape  tecorded  semi-atructured  verbal 


interviews,  as  quoted  in  Section  I (Males)  and  Section  II  (Females). 
Second,  if  one  is  interested  only  in  an  analysis  of  the  quantitative 
data,  t\e  Ubl  ^s  indicated  by  asterisk  ’n  the  Table  o Contents  will 
provide  >ych  data.  Third,  should  one  care  to  know  something  of  the 
qualitative  essence,  the  intrinsic  properties,  of  the  socio- 
psychological  situation  of  the  Laredo  Public  schools  as  related  to 
the  dropout  problem  from  the  viewpoint  of  a random  sampling  from  the 
range  of  school  authority  (N-40) , grade  twelve  students  (N-200) , GED 
students  (N-40),  and  dropouts  (N-160) , the  Addendums  and  Section  I 
and  Section  II  contain  such  quoted  information. 

Additionally,  the  specific  and  individual  interviewee's  response 
to  each  item  of  the  several  items  contained  in  the  various  questionnaires 
has  been  included.  It  is  felt  that  such  inclusion  presents  to  the 
reader  an  opportunity  to  verify  for  himself  the  extreme  diversity  of 
individual  responses  event  hough  there  is  significant  agreement  on  a 
number  of  items  by  the  respondents  within  a particular  grouping.  And, 
considerable  agreement  on  a number  of  items  by  the  respondents  repre- 
senting different  groups.  Further,  such  inclusion  of  specific  data 
is  felt  to  be  necessary  if  the  reader  Is  serious  in  whatever  interest 
he  purports  to  have  in  providing  help  to  the  schools. 

The  point  is  that  one  cannot  aid  a school.  One  can  Improve  a 
social  situation  or  institution  only  by  concern  and  action  that  is 
both  affective  and  effective  on  an  individual  basis.  The  dropout 
problem  is  a result  of  many  individual  decisions  and  will  be 
ameliorated  in  an  identical  fashion  or  not  at  all.  School  authorities 
seem  prone  to  st*k  solutions  to  problems  made  evident  by  the  accretion 
of  individual  decisions,  by  recreating  the  classroom  environment,  l,e,, 
with  teacher,  text  and  regimented  rows  of  students.  Since  twelve  years 
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of  this  environment  have  not  produced  very  many  high  school  students 
who  can  even  spell  correctly,  with  a considerable  percentage  of  the 
total  possessing  an  attitude  toward  themselves  that  seems  permanently 
arrested  at  the  early  stages  of  puberty,  an  attitude  that  is  based 
largely  if  not  exclusively  on  an  obvious  and  deep  seated  fear  of 
growing  up,  one  remains  perplexed  as  to  the  rationale  for  attempting 
to  alter  individual  behavior  on  a predictable  basis,  by  the  continued 
predominate  use  of  this  authoritative  method  of  schooling. 

While  the  inclusion  of  the  tape  recorded  interviews  as  quoted 
in  Section  I (Males)  and  Section  II  (Females),  will  hardly  furnish 
the  key  to  the  dynamics  of  individual  apd  thus,  cultural  change,  at 
the  least  they  will  provide  seme  acquaintanceship  with  the  interviewee, 
and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  they  contain  a key  to  the  dynamics  of 
dropout  behavior;  a matter  that  will  be  more  fully  explored  In  the 
Implications, 

Very  simply,  this  study  is  designed  to  illuminate  the  feelings 
of  the  dropouts  through  seeking  what  is  deep  in  their  hearts. by  listening 
to  them  and  from  such  conversations,  ascertaining  what  needs  to  be 
done  to  bring  about  sensible  changes  in  the  public  school  setting  to 
reduce  the  dropout  rate. 

In  carrying  out  the  research  study  I ara  particularly  indebted  to 
those  indicated  by  name  on  the  earlier  page  showing  the  Laredo 
Independent  School  District  and  the  Federal  Projects  administrative 
staffs,-  and  to  Mr.  Rosendo  E.  Ancira,  Math  Coordinator,  Laredo 
Independent  School  District  for  his  assistance  in  translating  the 
Dropout  Questionnaire  into  Spanish  and  in  working  with  the  teams  of 
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interviewers,  Toni  Gallegos,  Maria  Elena  Requejo,  Jose  G.  Cardenas, 
Felipe  Esparza  and  Jose  Camacho,  all  of  whom  accomplished  a very 
difficult  task  with  competence  and  high  good  humor. 

My  appreciation  is  hereby  whole  hearteily  expressed  to  the 
grade  twelve  teachers  who  allowed  students  to  take  time  from  their 
classes  for  interviewing  purposes,  and  to  the  principals,  teachers, 

GED  students,  and  student's  who  had  dropped  out  of  school,  for  their 
cooperation  and  the  generous  amount  of  time  given  to  the  interviews. 

For  assistance  in  the  exacting  and  tedious  work  of  assembling  the 
tabular  da:a  and  checking  the  analyzed  results,  I wish  to  express 
my  indebtedness  to  Doris  Davidson,  Title  III  office  manager  and 
secretary  for  Mr.  Ray  Felger,  Title  III  Project  Director. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  without  the  very  special  * continuing 
and  extremely  proficient  assistance  of  Victoria  Benavides  the  study 
would  be  lacking  in  most  respects,  whatever  quality  it  possesses. 

Miss  Benavides  made  all  the  translations  of  the  interviews  from 
Spanish  to  English  via  shorthand  then  transcribed  her  notes  into 
the  dialogues  quoted  in  Sections  I and  II,  typed  the  manuscript,  and 
virtually  wore  out  a machine  in  duplicating  the  required  number  of 
copies. 

For  whatever  faults  the  study  possesses  I will  assume  an 
existe  tial  responsibility;  however,  gentle  reader  of  the  immediate 
area,  as  many  a researcher  has  stated  before  me,  "just  because  I have 
brought  these  data  to  ycjr  attention,  it  does  not  follow  that  I created 
the  conditions  that  produced  them." 

W.  Craig  Davidson 
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LAREDO,  TEXAS 


\\ 


La.  redo , Texas  is  located  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande,  near 
the  southern  tip  of  Texas.  The  city  lies  at  a latitude  or  27.32  N., 
and  longitude  of  99.28  W.  It  is  the  principal  City  and  population 

center  of  Webb  County,  with  an  economy  dependent  on  agriculture; 
on  federal,  state,  and  local  governin''  jobs',  and  on  international 
commerce.  Laredo  and  her  Sister  Ciw.  Nuevo  Laredo,  Taraaulipas , 

Mexico  are  the  principal  ports-of -entry  into  Mexico  on  the  Pan  American 
Highway,  along  the  extensive  Mexican  border  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to 
The  Pacific  Ocean.  Altitude  ranges  from  468  to  600  feet, 

Laredo  was  founded  on  May  15,  1775,  by  Don  Tomas  Sanchez, 
officer  of  the  Roya?  Army  of  Spain,  at  a ford  on  the  Rio  Grande,  as 
a part  of  the  Spanish  colonization  program.  Laredo  is  the  oldest 
independent  City  in  the  statu  of  Texas  and  has  been  under  seven  flags... 
Spain,  Mexico,  the  Pepublic  of  Texas,  the  Confederacy,  the  United 
States,  France,  and  at  one  time  was  the  capita]  of  the  separate 
Republic  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Alone,  among  the  other  cities  it  has 
retained  its  Latin  atomosphere ; and  qualities  of  South  Texas  and 
Northern  Mexico  have  created  a society  which  is  to  some  extent 
bilingual  with  a local  patois,  Tex-Mex,  predominating.  The  City 
has  retained  its  early  Latin  customs,  and  many  of  the  rich  traditions 
of  these  early  Spanish  settlers  are  still  observed. 

Laredo's  climate  is  classified  as  serai-arid  and  is  characterized 
by  an  abundance  of  sunshine  throughout  the  year,  relatively  high  summer 
daytime  temperatures  with  low  humidities,  and  mild  winters.  The  average 
monthly  maximum  temperatures  range  from  68.8°F  in  January  to  100OF  in 
August,  while  the  averege  monthly  minimum  range  from  46.4°F  in  January 
to  75.5°F  in  July.  The  highest  temperature  recorded  since  1937  was 
115°F  in  June,  1942;  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  same  period  vas  1S°F , 
or  below  only  6 times  each  year.  The  average  growing  season  is  293 
days  starting  in  February  and  ending  in  November.  The  average  annual 
temperature  is  74.3°F. 

The  average  daily  maximum  relative  humidity  is  82%,  and  the 
average  daily  minimum  is  45%.  Prevailing  wind  is  from  the  southeast 
at  an  average  speed  of  12.6  miles  per  hour.  Normal  annual  rainfall 
is  19.49  inches.  Snow  in  Laredo  is  rare  with  only  four  measurable 
amounts  in  the  past  20  years.  Stores  occur  very  seldom.  The  iast 
storm  with  very  high  winds  and  intense  rain  occurred  in  1909.  Flooding 
of  the  Rio  Grande  at  Laredo,  causing  appreciable  damage,  is  rare. 

Construction  of  the  second  international  dam,  Amistad  Dam,  on  the 
Rio  Grande,  just  above  Del  Rio,  Texas,  assure  a constant,  abundant 
supply  of  water  for  irrigation  of  crops  and  other  purposes,  in  addition 
to  flood  control  in  this  area. 
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Laredo's  present  population  is  75,512  (1970  estimate);  Webb 
county  is  80,791.  Ninety  percent  of  the  population  is  of  Mexican 
descent.  Nuevo  Laredo,  Mexico  has  a population  of  157,000. 

Housing  in  Laredo  is  affected  by  the  presence  of  Laredo  Air 
Force  Base  personnel,  new  residents,  and  winter  tourists.  There  is 
a scarcity  of  rental  units;  however,  others  are  slated  for  completion 
in  the  near  future. 

At  the  present  time,  there  are  twenty-six  public  schools  in 
Laredo,  including  21  elementary,  4 junior  high,  and  3 senior  high 
schools,  teaching  both  academic  and  vocational  courses.  These 
schools  are  fully  accredited  with  the  Texas  Education  Agency.  There 
are  twelve  private  and  parochial  schools,  both  elementary  and  high 
schools;  one  business  college;  the  Laredo  Beauty  College;  and  the 
Laredo  Junior  College.  Plans  for  the  financing  of  additional  class- 
rooms plus  enlargement  and  new  facilities  at  several  existing  schools 
are  already  underway. 

Laredo  Junior  College  is  a small  two-year  institution  located 
at  Fort  McIntosh,  offering  college  and  university  parallel  courses 
in  lower  division  work  in  liberal  arts,  science,  engineering  teaching, 
medicine,  etc.  The  college  is  accredited  by  the  Southern  Association 
of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools.  Continuing  education  is  provided 
for  those  citizens  who  desire  it;  and  terminal,  technical  and  vocational 
courses  are  offered,  on  a limited  scale. 

Laredo  is  provided  with  professional  medical  care  by  35  practitioners 
and  7 dentists.  There  are  6 medical  clinics,  and  several  others  are 
being  planned  or  are  under  construction  at  the  present  time. 

Laredo  has  a 250-bed  hospital.  The  total  cost  of  the  present 
building  was  $5,000,000. 

There  are  two  newspapers  in  Laredo ....  The  Laredo  Times,  1404 
Matamoros  Street,  afternoon  daily;  and  the  South  Texas  Citizen,  121? 
Victoria  Street,  weekly,  Thursdays. 

Radio  service  for  Laredo  and  surrounding  area  is  tendered  by  two 

radio  stations  KVOZ , 1409  Kilocycles;  and  KGNS , 1300  Kilocycles 

There  are  seven  AM  and  1 FM  radio  stations  in  Nuevo  Laredo,  Tamaulipas, 
Mexico. 

Laredo  has  one  televisipn  station KGNT-TV,  Channel  8.  This 

is  a VHF  station  and  carries  programs  for  two  major  networks.  Nuevo 
Laredo,  Mexico  has  one  television  station. .. .XEFE-TV  Channel  2. 

Leading  industries  in  Laredo  are  cattle  raising,  farming  manufactu- 
ring, import-export,  and  tourism,  as  well  as  oil  production.  The 
following  are  9ome  of  the  commodities  manufactured  in  Laredo.  Bvick, 
tile,  children’s  clothes,  novelty  and  work  straw  hats,  mattresses, 
saddles,  daisy , products,  bakery  goods,  candles,  insecticides,  carbonated 
beverages,  transistors  and  diodes.  Laredo  has  the  only  antimony  smelter 
in  the  United  States.  Much  of  the  ore  supply  comes  from  Mexico  in 
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trainload  lots;  it  is  then  refined  and  shipped  all  over  the  world. 

The  total  employed  by  industry  is  just  under  1,600;  by  agriculture 
2,075;  215  mining  and  smelting;  1,145  in  construction;  2,145  trans- 
portation communication  and  utilities;  9,020  trade  employees,  many 
from  Nuevo  Laredo;  830  finance,  insurance  and  real  estate;  services 
and  miscellaneous  5,805,  also  many  from  Nuevo  Laredo;  and  federal 
state  and  local  government  *,900.  Unemployment  ranges  from  a low  of 
6%  in  late  summer  to  a high  of  12%  in  the  winter. 

International  trade  is  a major  factor  in  Laredo’s  growth. 

Export,  import,  and  tourist  trade  funnels  thiough  Laredo  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico  in  steadily  increasing  volume. 

It  is  the  principal  por t-of-entry  on  the  United  States-Mexico  border; 
and  more  than  half  of  the  total  north  and  south  bound  tourist  trade, 
erttering  and  leaving  Texas  through  its  seventeen  ports-of-entry , 
and  approximately  60%  of  the  total  export-import  trade  crosses  through 
the  port  of  Laredo.  Laredo  is  also  the  retail  shopping  center  of 
residents  from  all  of  Northcentral  Mexico. 

Laredo  is  the  southmost  terminal  of  Interstate  Highway  35  and 
U.S.  Highways  81  and  59.  It  is  also  the  gateway  to  the  Pan  American 
Highway.  U.S.  Highway  83  and  Texas  Highway  359  serve  Laredo,  too. 

In  addition  to  the  highway  system  mentioned  above,  the  City  is 
served  by  many  farm-to-raarket  roads. 

It  is  served  by  the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad,  the  Texas-Mexican 
Railway,  and  National  Railways  of  Mexico. 

There  is  an  intercity  bus  line  between  Laredo  and  Nuevo  Laredo, 
as  well  as  the  Laredo  Transportation  Company  which  provides  service 
for  the  city. 

Bus  Transportation  in  the  Laredo  area  is  available,  making  use 
of  the  facilities  of  the  Winter  Garden  Bus  Lines,  the  Continental 
Trailvays,  and  the  numerous  affiliated  bus  companies  operating  into 
the  interior  of  Mexico. 

Laredo  is  served  by  one  airport,  the  Laredo  International  Airport, 
located  a short  distance  from  the  North  City  limists  of  Laredo.  Commercial 
airline  service  into  Laredo-Nuevo  Laredc  area* is  handled  by  Texas 
International  Airways  with  connecting  schedules  to  all  parts  of  the 
United  States.  The  Mexico  segment,  with  an  excellent  airport,  south 
of  the  city  limits  of  Nuevo  Laredo,  is  served  by  Compania  Mexicana  de 
Aviacion,  with  connection?  throughout  the  Republic  of  Mexico  and 
a new  international  airport  capable  of  landing  the  747  in  under 
construction  south  of  Nuevo  Laredo. 

Laredo  Air  Force  Base,  located  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
city  limits,  is  a jet-pilot  training  center.  It  was  used  during  World 
War  II  as  an  aerial  gunnery  school  and  was  re-activated  as  a Jet  base 
in  1952  because  of  Laredo's  climatic  conditions. 
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The  presence  of  Laredo  Air  Force  Base  has  strengthened  the 
community  tremendously  economically. 

Cattle  ranching  is  one  of  the  principal  businesses  in  Webb  and 
surrounding  counties  in  this  trade  area.  Principal  breeds  are  Santa 
Gertrudis,  White  Face,  Short  horn,  Charollaise,  and  Brahmas.  Some 
ranchers  go  in  for  special  breeding. 

Ceneral  farming  in  Laredo  area  is  divided  into  three  types: 

(1)  Irrigated  farming,  consisting  of  fruit,  principally  citrus; 
onions,  tomatoes,  spinach,  broccoli,  carrots,  beets,  sweet  corn, 
peppers,  mustard  greens,  melons,  and  some  grass  and  field  crops. 

(2)  Dryland  farming,  consisting  of  cotton,  corn,  can*,  feed 
crops,  and  sudar^  grass. 

(3)  Additional  acreage  is  given  to  milk  production,  poultry, 
and  general  farming.  Table  grapes  of  the  Thompson  seedless  variety 
are  also  raised. 

Founded  in  1847,  Laredo's  Sister  City  has  a population  of  157,000, 
2*5  times  its  1960  population.  Nuevo  Laredo  is  one  of  the  most  modern, 
up-to-date  cities  along  the  Mexican  border.  The  greater  part  of  the 
City  has  paved  streets,  beautiful  gardens  in  the  many  city  parks,  many 
new  public  buildings,  a well-kept  market  place,  a new  recreational 
park,  and  a new  boulevard.  Nuevo  Laredo  also  has  excellent  tourist 
facilities  ....  gift  shops,  restaurants,  nightclubs,  a bullring , etc. 

Ft.  McIntosh  was  established  by  the  Army  March  3,  1848,  immediately 
following  the  Mexican  War.  This  border  fort,  located  at  the  foot  of 
Washington  Street  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande,  was  In  continuous  use 
until  May  31,  1946.  It  wan  originally  built  as  one  of  a series  of  forts 
guarding  the  population  against  Indian  attacks  and  as  a base  for  border 
patrol.  Laredo  Junior  College  is  now  located  on  its  grounds,  but  some 
of  the  old  buildings  remain  as  impressive  relics  of  the  early  military 
fortifications. 

Seven  flags  and  seven  traditions  color  the  history  o*.  Laredo,  two 
flags  had  already  blown  over  the  land  where  Laredo  is  now  situated, 
before  the  city  was  established. 

As  early  as  1519,  Spanish  Expeditions  were  being  made  into  Texas. 

In  the  1600's,  as  a result  of  LaSalle's  expedition  into  Texas,  the 
French  flag  was  hoisted  briefly  over  Texas  soil.  By  1690,  the  area 
now  known  as  Texas  was  again  under  the  Spanish  flag. 

The  site  of  Laredo  was  originally  a river  crossing,  discovered 
In  1746  by  a Spanish  soldier,  Jacinto  de  Leon.  Originally  named 
"El  Paso  de  San  ^acinto,"  it  was  later  changed  to  "El  Paso  de  los  Indios 
or  ‘"Indian  Crossing,"  a name  It  was  to  hold  until  a community  was 
founded  nine  years  later. 

On  May  15,  1775,  The  Villa  San  Agustin  de  Laredo  was  founded  by 
Don  iomas  Sanchez,  who  is  honored  with  a red  granite  marker  on  San 
Agus  tin  Plaza  by  the  Texas  Historical  Commission. 


Laredo,  named  after  a port  on  the  northern  coast  of  Spain,  was 
one  of  a half-dozen  towns  established  in  the  1750*8  along  the  Rio 
Grande  River  under  the  supervision  of  Don  Jose  de  Escandon,  Court 
of  Sierra  Gorda,  after  his  earlier  exploration  of  the  territory  under 
orders  of  the  Spanish  King. 

San  Agustin  Plaza  was  the  center  of  tiie  old  city  and  the  first 
church,  erected  in  1776,  faced  c i the  square,  just  as  the  present 
San  Agustin  Church  does  now, 

Indian  raids  of  massive  proportions  continued  well  into  the  1830* s. 
From  1820  until  1831  the  city  was  a concentration  point  for  Royal  Spanish 
troops  during  the  Mexico* 8 prolonged  war  for  independence. 

In  1836,  Santa  Anna’s  campaign  against  Texas  was  launched  from 
Laredo,  where  troops  where  assembled  for  the  assault  against  San 
Antonio  de  Bexar. 

Despite  the  Texan’s  victorious  battle  at  San  Jacinto.  Laredo  and 
much  of  the  rest  of  the  area  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  Nueces  Rivers 

remained  under  Mexican  rule. 

* 

Then  on  January  18,  1840,  an  independent  Republic  of  the  Rio 
Grande  was  proclaimed  with  Laredo  as  its  capital.  The  nation  adopted 
its  own  constitution  and  flag,  elected  Jesus  Cardenas  as  president, 
and  organized  an  army. 

Claiming  the  area  from  the  Nueces  River  on  the  North  to  the  Sierra 
Madre  mountain  range  in  Mexico,  the  republic  established  its  capital 
in  a small  building  overlooking  the  Rio  Grande.  The  building,  still 
standing,  now  houses  a museum  established  by  the  Laredo  Historical 
Society. 

The  city  was  annexed  by  the  Republic  of  Texas  in  1844  and  troops 
were  quartered  on  the  plaza. 

In  1845,  Texa*  became  part  of  the  United  Stat.  ~ anJ  the  American 
flag  was  raised  over  Laredo,  Texas  entered  the  Co,. federate  States  of 
America  in  1861 , and  the  Confederate  flag  flew  over  Laredo  until  the 
end  of  the  Civil  War  in  1865. 

Establishment  of  an  army  post  at  Laredo  during  the  Mexican  War 
in  1846  provides  a humorous  anecdote  in  the  city’s  history,  while 
confirming  a consistency  of  style  long  noted  in  military  operations. 
Taking  advantage  of  heavy  summer  rains,  the  U.S.  Army  sent  a steamship 
up  the  Rio  Grande  to  Laredo,  The  river  receded  unexpectedly,  however, 
and  the  ship  was  stranded  at  Laredo  for  two  years. 

Fort  McIntosh,  established  by  the  Army  March  3,  1848,  was  in 
continuous  use  until  the  close  of  the  World  ar  II.  Laredo  Junior 
College  is  now  located  on  its  grounds,  and  a U.S.  Government  housing 
area  with  30  units  is  maintained  by  the  U.S.  Air  Force  for  personnel 
of  Uredo  AFB. 

The  star-shaped  fortress  on  a bluff  over-looking  the  river  was 
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abandoned  by  the  U.S.  Army  in  1861  * and  taken  over  by  the  Confederate 
Cavalry  Regiment  of  Col.  Santos  Benavides.  Federal  forces  reoccupied 
the  fort  in  1865,  and  it  passed  successively  into  the  hands  of  the 
Infantry,  Engineers  and  Cavalry  before  being  deactivated. 

The  military  tradition  of  Laredo,  continous  since  its  founding, 
is  now  carried  on  by  Laredo  Air  Force  Base  whi*:h  was  established  in 
1942.  At  that  time  the  base  was  used  as  aerial  gunnery  school.  In 
1952  the  base  was  reactivated  as  a jet  pilot  training  center.  Citizens 
of  Laredo  are  quick  to  point  to  the  economic  boost  which  the  air 
base  has  given  to  the  city. 

Although  a railroad  bridged  the  Rio  Grande  at  Laredo  during  the 
I880:a.  the  first  international  traffic  bridge  was  not  opened  until 
1899  and  then  was  destroyed  by  a storm  in  1903.  Immediately  rebuilt, 
it  was  destroyed  again  in  1920  by  Mexican  revolutionists  while  Laredoans 
congregated  on  the  river’s  northern  bank  to  watch  the  wooden  span  burn. 
It  reopened  in  1922  and  was  in  continual  use  until  1954,  when  a flood 
removed  parts  of  the  central  spans.  The  modern  four-lane  structure 
linking  the  two  Laredos  was  completed  on  February,  1957, 

Today,  Laredo  still  retains  the  atmosphere  which  has  prevailed 
throughout  its  history.  Dotting  the  city  are  many  historical  sites. 
These  historic  points  of  interest  se^ve  as  a bridge  from  the  present 
to  the  paat  and  enable  Laredo  to  hold  its  cultural  heritage. 

Laredo'a  population  is  largely  Christian,  predominantly  Roman 
Catholic.  At  the  present  time,  there  are  29  Protestant  churches 
of  various  denominations,  10  Catholic  churches  and  two  synagogues . 

There  are  four  taxing  jurisdictions  in  the  City: 


City  of  Laredo 
School  District 


County 

State 

Laredo  City  Sales  Tax  - 
State  of  Texas  Sales  Tax 


$2.15  per  $100  value 
$2.04  per  $100  value 
($1.74  L.I.S.D,.  and 
.30  for  Laredo  Junior 
College. 

$1.55  per  $100  value 
.42  per  $100  value 
IX 

3.4X 


The  city  of  Laredo  does  ncc  have  ordinances  governing  either 
building  codes  or  zoning  for  business  or  residential  construction. 
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LAREDO  INDEPENDENT  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

The  Laredo  Independent  School  District  is  a rather  compact 
school  district  encompassing  the  old  Laredo  city  limits  and 
does  not  include  geographical  areas  that  the  city  has  annexed  in 
recent  years  such  as  Belmont  Plaza. 

From  an  initial  enrollment  of  some  18,300  in  September  1969, 
the  district  attained  an  enrollment  of  approximately  21,000  pupils 
in  early  January  1970,  before  the  midterm  high  school  graduates 
left  and  before  the  migrant  trek  to  the  north  began.  This 
enrollment  is  divided  among  two  senior  high  schools,  with  a 
combined  enrollment  of  some  3,100;  two  Junior  high  schools,  with  a 
combined  enrollment  of  some  3,700;  and  sixteen  elementary  schools 
with  approximate  enrollments  as  follows!  Bruni  360,  Buenos  Aires 
850;  Central  700;  Daiches  540;  Farias  1,000;  Heights  500;  Tarver 
350;  Leyendecker  800;  McDonell  525;  Milton  700;  Pierce  650;  Ryan 
1,000;  Sarto  Nino  600;  Sanchez  725;  Sanchez  Annex  675;  and  Urbahn 
425.  Also  the  Special  Education  Department  has  some  325  pupils 
and  the  Migrant  Program  has  650  enrolled. 

A break  down  of  the  above  enrollment  on  the  basis  of  ethnic 
origin  shows  that  there  are  7 who  are  Oriental;  3 who  are  American 
Indian;  41  who  are  Negro;  approximately  1,600  or  8.0%,  who  are 
Anglo;  and  the  balance  of  90.5%  of  the  total  who  are  Mexican 
American  children.  Thus  the  district  has  an  overwhelming  majority 
of  pupils  whose  first  speaking  language  was  Spanish  but  whose 
first  reading  and  writing  language  was  English.  And  the  chances 


are  better  than  8 out  of  10  that  a first  grade  child  will  be  taught 
by  a teacher  whose  ethnic  language  is  not  English  and  that  in  the 
ttacher's  present  home  life,  as  in  the  homes  of  the  Mexican  American 
children,  the  border  type  of  Spanish,  will  be  the  means  of  communi- 
cation. As  the  interviews  in  Section  I and  Section  II,  ana  che 
responses  in  the  Addendums  disclose,  a number  of  students  do  not 
like  to  study  Spanish  as  they  find  it  most  difficult,  of  little 
real  use  to  themselves,  and  relatively  few  do  at  all  well  in  it. 
Quoting  from  a statement  made  by  a teacher  in  the  area  to  a local 
newspaper  "Many  pupils  who  speak  Spanish  never  learn  to  read  or 
write  in  it.  When  they  take  high  school  Spanish  courses,  they  have 
as  much  difficulty  as  the  non-Spanish  speaker." 

The  socio-linguist ic  situation  of  L.I.S.D.  comes  clearly  into 
view  when  the  above  situation  is  combined  with  the  fact  that  among 
the  160  dropouts  interviewed  in  this  study,  only  a small  part  of 
one  interview,  5 minutes  of  tape  out  of  a total  of  27  minutes,  could 
be  conducted  in  English  instead  of  border  Spanish,  and  when  these 
two  factors  are  further  combined  with:  1)  Spanish  is  the  language 

spoken  everywhere  in  the  school  environment,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  the  classroom,  2)  that  there  are  simply  not  enough 
English  specking  students  In  the  schools  to  serve  as  linguistic 
models  for  the  Mexican-American  student  who  really  wants  to  learn 
what  passes  for  English  among  youthful  Anglos,  3)  Spanish  is  the 
predominate  language  of  the  city  to  the  extent  that  on  all  levels 
from  the  clerks  in  the  stores  to  the  administration  of  governmental 
agencies,  one  will  be  in  the  large  majority  of  cases,  first  spoken  to 
in  Spanish,  and  this  city  is  unique  in  the  U.S.  in  that  one  can 
participate  in  about  98X  of  all  its  diverse  activities  and  never 
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speak  or  hear  one  sentence  in  English*  4)  recently  the  local  TV 
station  reduced  by  one-third  the  amount  of  time  devoted  to  its  English 
language  newscast  to  convey  the  same  news  in  Spanish  to  its  audience, 
and  the  local  TV  ads  run  in  number  about  50%  in  English  and  50%  in 
Spanish;  and  5)  to  the  extent  that  the  annual  migrant  worker's  trek 
to  the  north  is  stemmed,  to  that  extent  will  fewer  and  fewer  Mexican- 
American  children  of  this  area  have  the  opportunity  to  learn  more 
English  in  its  more  typical  cultural  setting,  and  upon  returning, 
communicate  something  of  what  they  have  learned  to  those  children 
who  have  remained  in  the  local  schools.  Generally,  when  talking  in 
English  with  school  children  of  this  area,  it  does  not  take  a very 
keen  ear  to  pick  out  those  who  have  been  participants  in  the  migrant 
stream.  Simply  put,  they  speak  a more  communicative  type  of  English. 

During  the  last  8 months  of  1969  a major  shift  in  school  population 
occured  in  the  Laredo  area.  At  Laredo  Air  Force  Base  400  housing  units 
were  opened  and  most  of  the  families  moving  from  the  city  of  Laredo  into 
the  new  housing  withdrew  their  children  from  L.I.S.D.  and  placed  them 
in  the  United  Consolidated  Indepen  lent  School  District. 

United  Consolidated  Independent  School  District  thus  expanded 
it 8 enrollment  by  60%  over  its  1960-69  enrollment.  U.C.I.S.D.  primarily 
serves  the  children  of  the  area  of  Del  Mar,  Belmont  Gardents  and  the 
Air  Base  tventhough  Belmont  Gardens  and  the  Air  Base  are  inside  Laredo 
city  limits  and  Del  Mar,  which  receives  some  city  services,  is  virtually 
surrounded  by  the  city  limits.  The  United  Consolidated  enrollment  by 
ethnic  breakdown  is;  Negro  children  39;  Mexican  American  children  544, 
34%;  Anglo  children  983,  65%,  for  total  of  1,566  as  of  December  1969. 
United  Consolidated  has  budgeted  some  $646,000  for  1970-71,  not 
including  capital  expenditures  and  not  including  federal  projects,  for 

an  expenditures  per  THipil  of  $416.00. 
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The  budget  for  L.I.S.D.  for  1970-71  totala  approximately  7 ■ 
million  including  capital  expenditures  but  exc luding  federal  project 
money.  Thus  the  district  spends  some  $365.00  per  student  per  year. 

Under  the  foundation  plan  the  state  supplies  80%  of  the  budget  and  the 
local  district  the  remaining  20%.  Taxes  in  Laredo  are  usually  collected 
to  the  extent  of  sons  85%  of  the  total  possible. 

L.I.S.D.  in  1969-70,  included  639  classroom  teachers,  30  special 
education  teachers,  20  vocational  instructors,  12  supervisors  and 
counselors,  30  special  services,  20  principals,  5 senior  administrators 
and  1 superintendent,  for  a total  of  757  full  time  professional  personnal. 
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STUDY  DESIGN 


The  research  was  designed  to  obtain  tii2  data  as  follows:  A 

questionnaire  was  constructed  in  English  then  translated  into  the 
Spanish  idiom  of  the  area,  ihe  instrument  was  then  tested,  changed 
in  one  or  two  important  respects,  retested  and  found  valid  for 
eliciting  candid  responses  in  the  desired  areas,  i.e.,  personal,  family, 
and  public  school,  with  the  school  viewed  as  an  institution  representing 
both  itself  and  some  elements  of  the  larger  society. 

While  one  group  of  research  project  personnel  was  combing  the 
census  office  and  junior  and  senior  high  school  records,  for  the  names 
and  addresses  of  students  who  had  been  dropped  from  the  school  roles 
at  any  grade  level,  between  the  inclusive  dates  of  January  1966  and 
May  1969,  two  teams  of  interviewers  composed  of  two  girls  and  two  boys 
each,  who  vere  1)  bilingual  and  native  of  Laredo,  2)  college  students 
elsewhere  and  3)  home  for  the  summer,  were  being  trained  by  the  research 
supervisor  in  the  desired  interview  technique.  This  technique  waa  one 
of  carrying  on,  in  either  Spanish  or  English,  a conversation  with  a 
definite  and  delimited  purpose,  with  such  conversation  being  recorded 
completely  by  the  use  of  a portable  cassette  type,  battery  operated 
and  rather  unobtrusive  instrument. 

It  might  be  added  here  that  the  9chool  census  records  in  the  office 
of  the  director  of  the  census  and  statistics  are  kept  for  grades  one 
through  aix,  in  alphabetical  order,  with  no  divisions  made  by  year, 
grade  level,  school  attended,  etc.,  with  the  exception  that  auch  census 
record  cards  are  removed  from  the  file  when  they  are  5 years  old.  Thus 
possibly  of  error  by  a researcher  is  of  no  small  consideration;  however, 
such  error  would  tend  to  skew  the  data  curve  to  the  low  or  minus  sigma 


side  in  as  much  as  it  is  hardly  possible  that  a researcher  could 
add  to  the  dropout  list  the  name  and  address  of  a dropout  that  is  not 
in  the  card  file  initially.  Thus  it  is  quite  possible  that  a number 
of  dropout  record  cards  were  missed  in  the  hand  operation  of  examining 
just  under  thirty  thousand  permanent  record  cards. 

At  the  junior  and  senior  high  school  levels  the  permanent, 
cummulative  records  are  kept  in  the  two  junior  and  two  senior  high  schools 
of  the  district*  These  records  were  examined  one  by  one  and  the  required 
dropout  data  recorded. 

A grand  total  of  7,384  dropouts  ^as  identified  by  name,  address, 
date  of  birth,  parent's  names,  date  of  dropping  school,  and  grade  level 
at  date  of  dropping  school.  From  this  number  the  1,791  identified 
dropouts  from  the  1st  and  2nd  grade  levels  were  subtracted.  From  the 
remainder  of  5,557  almost  equally  divided  by  sex,  a random  sample  of 
2%  or  166  dropout  identifying  cards  were  drawn.  These  identified 
dropouts,  84  boys  and  82  girls,  were  then  contacted  for  interviews 
and  such  obtained  interviews  recorded;  however,  all  information  pertinent 
to  the  interviewees  situation  was  not  necessarily  obtained  from  the 
recorded  interview  per  se. 

Of  the  original  166  random  probability  samples  obtained,  six  were 
for  one  reason  or  another,  not  included  in  the  data  of  the  study.  Some 
of  the  reasons  involved  not  being  able  to  locate  the  dropout,  dropout 
refused  to  be  interviewed,  etc.  In  one  hilarious  case,  not  known  until 
the  interviewers  returned  to  the  office,  the  cassette  recorder  volume 
control  was  not  turned  up  and  the  total  Interview  could  be  heard  only 
as  murmurs  punctuated  by  whispers;  it  was  not  included.  The  remaining 
160  interviews,  80  males  and  80  females,  as  translated  from  Spanish 
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to  English  and  as  recorded,  are  presented  in  the  Appendices  as 
Section  1 (males)  and  Section  II  (females). 

In  keeping  with  the  intent  of  the  stud>  a,\  indicated  in  the 
Introduction,  questionnaires  were  prepared  and  tested,  changed  as 
necessary  and  retested  until  a satisfactory  insti  ment  was  obtained 
for  use  to  elicit  data  from  a random  sample  of  40  official  school 
personnel,  5.5*,  out  of  & possible  number  of  757;  200  grade  twelve 
students,  15%,  of  a possible  number  of  1,300;  and  40  GED  students, 

35%,  of  a possible  number  of  109.  The  almost  excessive  percentage 
of  GED  students  was  obtained  because  it  was  felt  that  inasmuch  as 
they  had  dropped  out  of  school  and  returned  to  study  at  night  on 
their  own  time,  their  responses  would  be  of  significant  import. 

From  the  data  obtained  tables  were  constructed  on  the  basis 
of  simple  percentage,  cumulative  response  rating  order  and  cumulative 
response  percentage.  The  latter  two  based  on  an  inverse  value  sum 
total  of  the  questionnaire  item  value  as  indicated  by  each  respondent. 

From  areas  of  response  on  th<  ques ' ..  mnalve  requesting  narrative 
atnplif  icatlon  cf  the  respondent's  virwr , the  information  as  stated  by 
the  respondent,  was  included  as  Addendums.  Such  addendums  tend  to 
qualify  and  enhance  one's  understanding  of  the  quantitative  data  of 
the  tables. 

The  tcbles  were  constructed  and  ordered  within  the  study  on  a 
progression  from  simple  to  complex  and  to  some  extent,  from  concrete 
specific  data  items  to  abstract  comparisons.  Abstract  In  the  sense 
that  while,  one  can  ascertain  the  experimentally  determined  value  of 
the  specific  response*  the  rationale  of  the  specific  response  on  the 
p#rt  of  the  respondent  remains  less  than  completely  clear  even  with 
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the  aid  of  the  respondent's  pattern  of  responses  end  the  additional 
information  provided  by  the  Addendums.  However,  this  dees  not 
influence  the  value  of  the  response  as  an  aid  in  arriving  at  a 
better  understanding  and  evaluation  of  the  reasons  for  the 
dropping  out  of  school  by  a student. 

The  only  coranercial  instrument  used  in  the  study  was  the 
Minnesota  Teacher  Attitude  Inventory.  It  was  administered  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  rationale  of  many  of  the  specific  responses  of  the 
teachers,  as  compiled  in  the  tables  and  included  in  the  Addendums, 
and  to  establish  a base  for  understanding  the  classroom  environment 
of  USD  to  which  a pupil  is  first  subjected.  Forty  five  teachers 
of  grades  one  through  four  were  asked  to  complete  the  Minnesota 
Teacher  Attitude  Inventory,  and  the  results  were  Included  in  the 
Addendums  as  Addendum  Table  I 

The  questionnaire  items  requesting  from  the  respondents  a rating 
order,  were  baaed  on  those  formulated  for  use  in  the  St.  Louib  Dropout 
Study  and  Project  STAY,  and  the  researcher  acknowledgea  his  gratitude. 


RECOMMENDATION  , 

' . 0: 

You  are  virged  at  this  point,  to  proceed  in  your  reading  of 
...^’  this  Study,  directly  to  Section  I (males)  and  Section  II  (females) 

■■  and  read  the  interviews  contained  therein  before  reading  the 
' l , research  findings,  etc.  Failing  that,  one  might  then  read  a 
selection  of  the  interviews  as  follows:  Section  I,  Hl-1  ,age 

15  irt-14  page  63;  M9-24  page  105;  M15-42  page  189;  M22-64  page  263; 

■ ■ . . *'  v • ; . :'r  , 

V •;  H22-65  page  272;  M24-70  page  285;  *524-73  page  295;  Section  II, 
%ti-'F2-4  p4*  331.  F2-7*  page  345;  F4-16  page  371;F6-23  page  395;  F7-29 

418;  F19-63  page  531;  F21-68  page  549;  and  F24-77  page  573. 


FINDINGS 


The  main  purpose  of  this  stt*dy  was  to  identify  certain  alements 
or  characteristics  whlbh  wbre  of  sufficient  importance  in  the  life 
of  the  student  as  to  lead  or  force  the  student  into  becoming  4 dropout. 
(Definition  agreed  on  by  the  Cooperative  Project  on  Pupil  Accounting 
for  local  and  state  school  systems.  "A  dropout  is  a pupil  who  leaves 
a school,  for  any  reason  except  death,  before  graduation  or  completion 
of  a program  of  stcdles  and  without  traniferring  to  another  school.11) 

It  was  found  that  for  ell  girls  in  school,  pregnancy  prior  to 
dropping  school  (PPDS)  accounted  for  361,  Table  XIII,  List  of  Tables 
(LT) , page  13,  the  largest  percentage  for  any  specific  reason  and  almost 
double  the  second  reason,  thrt  of  overage  in  grade,  19.75%,  Table  XIII, 

LT,  page  13.  The  age  ran r;e  of  females  PPDS  war  13  to  19  inclusive, 

Table  I,  LT,  page  1,  with  an  inclusive  grade  range  of  5 to  12,  Table  II 
LT,  page  2.  Table  III,  LT,  page  3,  indicates  that  girls  PPDS  range  from 
0 to  4 years  overage  in  grade,  with  the  largest  percentage,  28.1%  never 
having  been  retained  in  grade.  No  consistent  pattern  of  overage  in  grade 

1.  coupled  with  PPDS  from  grade  5 through  12,  Table  IV,  LT,  page  4,  was 

k 

found;  although  from  grade  8 through  12  a consistent  loss  of  girls  PPDS 

si 

C!  who  were  never  retained  in  grade  was  noted. 

Table  V,  LT,  page  5,  directs  attention  to  tie  greater  chronological  age 
range  of  male  dropouts  as  compared  with  female  dropout?.  The  data  denote 
a tendency  for  the  boys  to  dropout  at  a younger  age  than  girls  and,  tjo 

ir  ‘ 

remain  in  school  to  a much  older  age,  with  the  largest  percentage  loss  of 
boys  being  at  age  16,  23.75%, sand  for  girls  at  age  17,  23.75%. 
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Somewhat  different  to  the  expectations  created  by  the  previous 
paragraph,  are  the  data  of  Table  Vi,  LT,  page  6,  in  that  the  girls 
are  more  apt  to  dropout  initially  at  an  earlier  gr::de  than  boyo  are , 
but  that  by  the  end  of  grade  7 over  50%  of  the  total  male  dropouts 
have  dropped  out;  a figure  not  reached  by  the  girls  until  the  beginning 
of  the  9th  grade.  However  in  total  range  of  dropouts  by  grade  the 
largest  percentage  for  boys  and  girls  both  respectively  and  combined, 
occurs  at  grade  7,  16.25%  for  girls  and  25.00%  for  boys.  While  the 
dropout  by  grade  percentage  never  reaches  at  any  other  grade  level, 
any  figure  near  the  7th  grade  rate  for  boys,  for  the  girls  at  the 
grade  eleven’ level , it  again  matches  the  grade  7 level,  16.25%. 

A s indicated  earlier  male  dropouts  have  a greater  age  range  than 
females;  however,  Table  VII,  LT,  page  7,  clearly  demonstrates  that 
girls  have  the  greater  range  of  years  oversge  in  grade.  Also  as  a 
group,  girls  dropout  in  significantly  greater  percentages  than  boys 
at  0 and  1 year  overage  in  grade.  However,  for  both  boys  and  girls 
those  who  are  either  two  or  three  years  overage  in  grade  account  for 
over  40%  of  the  dropouts  and  one,  two,  and  three  years  overage  in 
grade  account  for  50%.  Thus,  we  might  reasonably  state  from  the  data 
that  males  tend  to  remain  in  school  to  an  older  age  level  than  girls 
and  that  girls  are  more  persistant,  by  two  years  overage  in  grade,  than 
are  boys  when  it  comes  to  remaining  in  school  despite  repeatedly  being 
letalned  in  grade. 

Examination  of  Table  VIII,  LT,  page  8,  reveals  the  decreasing 
number  of  girls  remaining  in  school  as  a number  of  times  retained  in 
grade  increases,  with  the  largest  number  of  dropouts  occurinp.  at  3 
yeara  overage  in  grade,  23.8%,  and  dropping  away  rapidly  thereafter^ 
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to  9 years  overage  In  grads,  1*2%. 

Examination  of  Table  IX,  LT,  page  9,  while  showing  a general 
decreasing  number  of  boys  remaining  in  school  as  Che  number  of  years 
overage  in  grade  indreasea,  does  not  indicate  Che  rapidity  of  loss 
of  boys  afcer  being  retained  three  or  more  times  in  grade  ghat  the 
previous  teble  demonstrated  relative  to  girls,  Tt  does  show,  however, 
that  the  largest  percentage  of  boys , 22.5%,  dropout  after  being  retained 
twice  and  that  a significant  number  continue  to  dropout  after  being 
retained  3 times,  16,2%;  4 times,  18.7%,  and  5 tln*s,  17,5%  with  a 
range  o*  0 to  7 times  or  two  less  years  overage  in  grade  than  the 
girls, 

Titus,  TableX,  LT,  page  10,  reveals  fhat  for  boys  and  givis 
combined,  the  student  who  is  moat  likely  to  dropout  of  school  is  a 7th 
grade  student  who  has  been  retained  twice,  a ratio  of  one  in  Juat  over 
five,  and  that  the  itudent  with  the  next  largest  potential  is  a 7th 
grade  student  who  has  been  retained  three  times,  a ratio  of  ono  in 

t 

Just  under  five.  On  this  basis  the  school  will  lose  20.6%  of  lte 
dropouts  at  the  7th  grade  level  and  50.0%  of  these  dropouts  will  be 
either  two  or  three  years  overage  in  grade. 

To  obtain  idea  of  the  build  up  of  the  number  of  students 

overage  in  grade,  1,446  records  of  students  in  grsdee  one  through  four 
as  of  September  1,  1969,  were  examined.  Table  XI,  LT,  page  11,  was 
constructed  from  these  date  and  it  revnle  a built  in,  virtually 
guaranteed  dropout  rate  as  32,7%  of  the  1,446  children  in  the  random 
•ample  drawn  from  grades  one  through  four,  ere  from  1 to  f years  overage 
in  grade.  Of  these  456  overage  In  grade  children; 61.1%  are  overage  in 
grededcme  year,  23.5%  two  years  av\d  10.7%  three  years.  Grade  1 hag 
7V1%  of  its  children  overage  in  grade  end  by  Grade  3,  46.6%  of  the 


pupil*  are  overage  In  grade. 


Jiy  way  of  comparison  all  of  the  records  of^the  490  grade  12 
students  in  Martin  High  School  were  examined  and  the  d|ta  tabulated 
into  Table  XII,  LT,  page  12.  Of  the  girls  52. IX  and  of  the  boys 
41. 6%,  were  not  overage  in  grade  as  of  September  1,  1969,  From  the 
data  of  those  overage  in  grade  a significant  situation  emerges.  For 
grade  12  boys  and  girla  combined  only  3.5%  are  three  year a overage 
in  grade  while  Table  XX , LT,  page  11,  reveals  than  of  children  who 
are  overage  in  grade  in  Grade  3»  10.7%,  or  3 timed  the  12th  grade 
percentage,  are  already  overage  in  grade  by  three  years  and  3.9% 
are  overage  in  grade  by  four  years. 

Table  XIII,  LT,  page  13,  was  constructed  from  the  data  to  ascertain 
whether  or  not  a significant  time  or  calendar  pattern  of  dropping  out 
of  school  existed.  The  data  reveal  that  31.2%  of  the  dropouts  may  be 
termed  as  "summer  dropouts".  By  leaving  school  in  May  or  by  not 
returning  the  following  September,  such  summer  dropouts  effectively 
escape  whatever  attention  they  might  otherwise  hove  drawn  to  themselves. 

The  dropout  percentage  for  March  and  April,  18.6%  and  26.3%, 
respectively,  is  usually  attributed  to  the  migrant  worker's  move  to 
the  north;  however,  there  is  considerable  evidence  contained  in  the 
Interviews  in  Section  I and  Section  II  that  many  dropouts  use  the 
well  publicized  and  expected  migrant  xsvement  as  a cover  for  dropping 
out  of  school  while  .emalnlng  in  the  local  area.  For  girls  FPDS  April, 
13.7%  appears  as  a significant  month;  however,  from  information  other- 
wise obtained i moat  girls  in  a PPDS  situation  drop  out  of  school  during 
the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy*  If  this  information  is  correct,  December 
will  all  of  its  school  activities  would  tend  to  have  been  the  crucial 
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month*  This  would  also  substantiate  the  high  incident  of  male  dropouts 
in  April,  23.2%.  Because  of  the  cultural  milieu  in  which  the  Laredo 
subculture  exists,  the  male  is  required  to  accept  his  responsibility 
by  marriage  to  the  girl  PPDS.  In  the  data  obtained  from  the  interviews 
in  Section  II,  the  girls  PPDS  married  boys  who  were  also  enrolled  in 
school,  with  one  exception.  (That  exception  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  girl’s  family  preferred  that  the  boy  not  marry  the  girl.)  Thus, 
the  36%  of  all  the  female  dropouts  who  are  girls  PPDS,  takes  on  added 
significance  when  coupled  with  the  subcultural  requirements  that  lead 
to  a like  number  of  boys  dropping  school  to  marry  and  support  the  girls. 
From  the  above,  it  can  be  inferred  that  Table  XIV,  LT,  page  14,  which 
indicates  that  for  boys,  Overage,  28.75%, :is  the  largest  percentage 
reason  for  dropping  school,  could  properlv  show  a first  reason  of 
Marriage  to  Girl  PPDS,  of  approximately  36%,  i.e.,  virtually  the  same 
as  the  percentage  0f  girls  PPDS,  Table  XV;  LT,  page  15.  While  the 
random  sample  of  male  dropouts  did  not  include  any  of  these  now  married 
male  dropouts,  their  presence  as  substantial  and  individual  contributors 
to  the  dropout  rate  is  clearly  recorded  in  the  interviews  in  Section  IT. 

Table  XX,  LT,  page  20,  indicates  by  rating  order,  a not  unexpected 
8imiliarity  between  the  views  of  male  and  female  teachers  regarding 
the  reasons  for  students  dropping  out  of  school.  However,  the  data 
discloses  significant  differences  between  the  points  of  view  expressed 
by  the  teachers  Table  XXI,  LT,  page  21,  and  those  expressed  by  the  boys, 
Table  XIV * LT,  page  14,  and  the  girls  Table  XV,  LT,  page  15.  For  the 
boys,  28*75%  of  them  could  no  longer  tolerate  being  in  the  classroom 
with  children  much  younger  and  generally  much  smaller  than  themselves. 
Added  to  this  condition,  was  the  matter  of  the  social  life  of  the  boys, 


especially  with  members  of  the  opposite  sex  who  nere  in  the  same  age 
bracket  rs  the  boys  but  who  were,  in  many  cases,  several  grade  levels 
above  the  boys.  When  to  those  conditions,  i.e.,  the  personal  feelings 
of  the  boys  and  the  feelings  of  their  peer  group  members, are  added  the 
pressures  of  the  official  school  personnel  and  the  attention  called 
to  the  boys,  individually,  by  such  pressures,  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
some  form  of  frustration  reduction  among  them  that  of  dropping  out 
of  school,  will  occur.  For  19.75%  of  the  girls  much  the  same  situation 
as  for  the  boys  seems  evident,  with  the  added  factor  that  due  to  the 
extremely  large  families  among  the  people  of  this  area,  the  girls  are 
expact ed  at  a rather  early  age,  to  assume  a woman's  share  of  the  home 
work  load.  And  it  is  not  uuusual  foi  the  parents  to  remove  the  girl 
from  school  in  order  to  have  her  work  at  home  or  in  the  fields;  however 
from  information  gleaned  from  the  interviews  the  majority  of  parents  do 
all  in  their  power  to  keer  their  children  in  school. 

The  economic  factor  for  boys,  27.50%,  and  for  girls,  9.00%, 
requires  some  clarification.  In. the  1960  Census  results  Laredo  had 
the  lowest  per  capita  income  of  any  city  comparable  in  size  in  the  U.S. 
Presently  it  is  poverty  stricken  to  the  extent  that  63.8%  of  the 
families  earn  less  than  $3,000  per  year.  One  half  of  all  Laredo's 
families  who  earn  less  than  $1,000  per  year  are  crowded  into  a ghetto 
of  leas  than  7%  of  the  total  city  area.  And  there  is  no  other  place 
within  a reasonable  distance  in  the  state  for  these  families  to  go 
to  better  themselves*  According  to  the  U.S.  Office  of  Economic 
Opportunity  figures,  Texas  had  more  low  Income  citizens  than  any 
other  state  In  both  1968  and  1969*  Over  26%  of  all  families  in  Texas 
are  presently  receiving  incomes  below  the  poverty  level  according  to 
a statement  made  by  the  governor  of  the  state  in  February  1970. 
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Yet  in  the  midst  of  such  poverty,  one  finds  from  the  interviews 
that  many  teachers  require  that  each  student  must  purchase  a number  of 
items  that  substantiates  only  the  form  of  mass  teaching  but  has  little 
to  do  with  implementing  the  function  of  the  public  schools,  for 
example,  the  purchase  of  a new  binder  or  folder  for  each  subject  every 
six  weeks. 

That  teachers  ore  not  cognisant  of  the  problems  of  the  girls 
PPDS  and  the  boys  who  marry  them,  is  clearly  demonstrated  in  Table  XXI, 
LT,  page  21,  by  the  fact  that  such  condition  was  placed  last;  while  a 
feeling  of  failure  and  hoplessness  resulting  from  failing  grades  was 
placed  first  by  the  teachets  when  such  feeling  seems  to  apply  to 
only  5.00%  of  the  girls,  Table  XV,  LT,  page  15. 

A partial  if  not  a complete,  explanation  of:  The  lack  of 

teacher  acquaintanceship  with  the  problems  of  the  students  who 
become  dropouts;  the  lack  of  tru3t  in  the  teachers  by  the  dropouts 
as  made  evident  in  the  Interviews  and  the  appropriate  Addendums; 
and  the  excessive  buildup  of  overage  in  grade  children,  previously 
mentioned  on  page  17,  is  forthcoming  by  an  examination  of  Addendum 
Table  I,  page  25  e.  The  data  obtained  from  the  Minnesota  Teacher 
Attitude  Inventory  reveal  that  of  the  45  elementary  teachers  only 
7 exhibited  teacher-pupil  attitudes  above  the  national  mean  of  55.1, 
while  3 scored  in  the  lower  fifties.  Only  24  of  the  45  tested  made 
a positive  pupil  attitudinal  score  and  their  average  (mean)  was  36.6. 
The  lowest  score  waa  a -80,  and  21  teachers  made  a negative  pupil 
att.  ^dinal  score  between  0 and  this  score  of  -80. 

It  seems  evident  that  among  other  characteristics, at  the  time 
|ropping  out,  of  the  student  who  formally  drops  out  of  school,  the 
factors  of  lack  of  confidence  in  school  personnel  and  the  feeling  that 
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no  help  can  be  expected  from  them  may  be  prevalent  ones.  It  is  also 
within  the  realm  of  possibility,  since  many  students  drop  school 
without  fomMJly  doing  so,  that  some  of  the  school  authorities  take 
it  upon  themselves  to  record  a reason  for  each  such  dropout  without 
consulting  the  dropouts  themselves. 

A significant  attitudinal  situation  is  made  evident  by  an 
examination  of  Table  XXIX,  LT,  Page  37.  With  the  exceptions  of  the 
percentage  values  and  of  the  rating  order  in  items  dealing  with 
pregncncy  and  lack  of  adequate  clothing,  the  grade  12  students  were 
in  complete  agreement  with  the  teachers.  Table  XXI,  LT,  page  21,  as 
to  the  reasons  for  students  dropping  out  of  school.  It  seems  obvious 
that  the  academically  successful  students  on  the  grade  12  level  were 
not  any  better  acquainted  with  the  dropouts  and  their  problems  than 
the  teachers  were.  Addendum^  II,  page  37a,  futther  amplifies  the 
attitudes  and  understandings  of  the  grade  12  students  toward  not 
only  the  dropouts  per  ae,  but  toward  various  areas  of  the  sctr  ‘ and 
family  environments  of  the  dropouts. 

Addendum  III,  page  37e,  provides  considerable  Insight  into 
the  tenuous  hold  the  school  has  had  on  many  of  the  grade  12  students 
and  the  similiarity  of  the  circumstances  that  were  overcome  by  the 
grfdc  12  students  but  that  were  defeating  for  the  dropt jts,  as  made 
evident  in  the  interviews  in  Sections  I and  II. 

It  seemed  reasonable  when  considering  the  construction  of 
the  various  questionnaires  to  be  used  in  the  study  the  dropouts, 
to  include  several  items  by  which  one  could  ascertained  the  other  side 
of  the  coin,  i.e.,  vhat  skills  and  abilities  are  most  necessary  for 
school  success  and  vhat  reasons  do  students  have  for  remaining  in 
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school.  Table  XXXIII,  LT,  page  49,  provides  auch  data,  and  Addendums 
IV,  page  49a,  and  V,  page  49  j,  further  amplify  and  qualify  the 
tabular  data.  The  table  indicates  that  the  desire  to  learn  and  the 
desire  "to  be  somebody”  encompass  over  26%  of  the  grade  12  student 
responses.  The  linking  of  a psychological  factor,  the  desire  to  learn, 
with  a social  status  one,  the  desire  "to  be  somebody"  is,  of  course, 
not  an  unusual  circumstance;  however,  when  these  data  are  co.uOined 
with  the  amplifications  contained  in  the  responses  in  Addendums  IV 
(obviously  not  the  best  constructed  item  possible  as  many  students 
interpreted  it  differently  than  the  meaning  intended  by  the  researcher) 
and  V,  the  school  situation  might  well  be  viewed  as  one  in  which  it 
is  evident  that  the  student  does  not  feel  that  he  is  "somebody"  now 
and  that  to  be  somebody  is  a future  condition  dependent  on  the  external 
factors  of  employment  and  remuneration.  And  these  employment  goals 
are  for  the  most  part,  singularly  modest,  at  least  among  the  dropouts. 

A iperusal  of  Table  XVI,  LT,  page  16,  and  Table  XVII,  LT, 
page  17,  revesls  that  for  the  dropouts  such  vocational  goals  as 
secretsry,  hospital  work  and  retail  sales  clerk  encompass  78.75%  of 
the  vocational  aspirations  of  the  girls.  For  the  boys,  55.0%  had 
goals  that  Included  mechanic,  electrician  add  carpenter  work,  with  an 
additional  10%  having  no  vocational  plans.  It  Is  Interesting  to 
note  that  only  7.50%  desire  welding  as  a vocational  goal  Inasmuch  as 
many  if  not  moat,  vocational  schools  on  the  high  school  and  Junior 
college  level  seem  to  offer  welding  as  though  it  ware  a first  or 
second  choice  among  male  potential  dropouts  and  regular  students. 

A further  study  of  Table  XXXIII,  LT,  page  49,  reveals  that 
whatever  athletic  programs  may  mean  to  others,  to  the  grade  12  student 
such  programs  are  relatively  insignificant  as  reasons  for  remaining  in 
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As  had  been  1 Jund  iu  an  earlier  comparison  between  data  obtained 
from  teachers  and  those  obtained  from  grade  12  students,  page  22, 
similar  areas  of  agreement  on  changes  needed  In  school  to  reduce 

dropouts,  are  indicated  by  comparing  Table  XXXVII,  LT,  page  61,  with 

lable  XXV,  LT,  page  25.  Of  the  five  highest  lAted  areas  in  which 
changes  are  needed,  the  major  difference  between  the  tables,  is  in 
the  specific  ordering  of  the  items.  For  tbe  teachers  additional 
counseling  raced  highest,  while  for  the  grade  twelve  students  ad- 
ditional counseling  ranked  second,  with  more  individual  help  from 
teachers  rated  first.  Addendum  VI,  page  61a,  lends  substance  to  the 
tabular  data,  and  also  reveals  a continuing  coneern  on  the  part  of 
the  students  with  employment  opportunities. 

As  there  is  some  significant  variance  between  the  rating 
order  of  the  GED  males  and  the  GED  females  on  the  items  contained 

in  Table  XL,  LI,  page  64,  separate  discussions  are  in  >rder.  While 

the  factor  of  emplojwent  as  a means  to  gain  money  rated  first  with 
both  males  and  females,  failure  to  see  any  relevance  of  curriculum 
to  future  employment  rated  fifth  for  the  boys  as  a reason  for  dropping 
school,  but  rated  second  for  the  girls.  Considering  the  girls  major 
vocational  aspirations  Table  XVI,  LT,  page  16,  all  of  vhich  require 
at  leasts  communication  skills,  such  ranking  is  possibly  best  explained 
as  expressing  a desire  for  specific  training  In  vocational  goal  areas. 

However,  nothing  in  Addendum  VII,  page  65a,  or  Addendum  VIII,  page  65d 
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substantiates  this  possibility;  however,  some  of  the  responses  in 
Addendum  XII,  page  73a,  lends  credence  to  It, 

The  feJ.ing  of  failure  end  hopelessness  result ing  from  failing 
grades  that  is  rated  second  and  third  by  the  males  and  females 
respectively „ varies  considerably  from  the  data  provided  by  the 
dropout  males  in  T&ble  XIV,  LT,  page  14  and  is  ment.  *ied  by  only 
5. OX  of  the  female  dropouts,  Table  XV,  LT,  page  15. 

It  aeeme  apparent  that  among  the  GED  students,  the  males 
felt  a neod  for  counseling  and  other  supportive  services  to  a 

greater  extent  than  did  the  girls. 

Both  male  and  female  GED  students  share:  with  the  teachers, 

Table  XXI,  LT,  prge  21,  and  with  the  grade  12  students,  Table  XXIX, 
LT,  >agc  3>,  a lack  of  knowledge  of  the  problem  of  pregnancy  as 
a reason  for  dropping  school,  as  it  was  placed  last  by  them. 

Female  GED  students  were  apparently  mote  sensitive  to  the 
problem  of  a lack  of  adequate  clothing  than  were  the. male  GED 
students  as  a group.  And  that  this  is  a problem  at  all  is  apparently 
mfr  recognized  by  either  the  teachers  or  the  grade  12  students. 

Howev  r,  teachers,  grade  12  students  and  GED  students  are  in  sub- 
stantial agreement  that  personal  clashes  with  teachers  as  authority 
figures  1 r one  important  factor  in  dropping  out  of  school. 

lixpecially,  does  the  item  personal  clashes  with  teachers  as 
authority  figures,  make  itself  felt  as  a significant  element  for 
the  male  GED  student,  12.50X,  Table  XL,  LT,  page  64,  whereas  for 
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male  dropouts,  7.5%, liable  XIV,  LT,  page  14  and  female  dropouts* 

3.75X,  Table  XV,  LT,  page  15,  it  is  of  less  significance. 

Table  XLV,  LT,  page  69,  presents  an  almost  identical  rating 
order  by  GED  students  of  the  questionnaire  items,  to  that  presented 
by  the  grade  twelve  students  in  Table  XXXIII,  LT,  page  49.  The 
desire  to  learn,  the  desire  "to  bo  somebody”  and  the  desire  to  attend 
collage  or  some  form  of  post  secondary  schooling,  rated  one,  two  add 
three  by  both  groups,  also  do  not  /ary  on  a statistically  significant 
cumulative  response  percentage  basis  from  Table  to  Table.  Thus 
Addendum  IX,  page  69a,  Addendum  X,  page  69d  and  Addendum  XI,  page  69f, 
are  included  in  order  to  find  some  answers  to  the  implied  question 
"Why  is  it  that  some  students  are  successful  grade  twelve  students 
and  others  very  much  like  the  successful  ones,  become  dropouts  then 
return  to  school  as  GED  students?" 

A comparison  of  the  data  contained  in  Table  XLIX,  LT,  page  25, 
discloses  that  the  GEO  students  are  in  agreement  with  the  teachers 
that  additional  counseling  is  the  foremost  change  needed  in  the 
schools  to  reduce  dropouts.  The  GED  students  differ  from  the  grade 
12  students  on  the  need  for  counseling  and  the  need  for  more  individual 
help  from  teachers  only  by  a reversal  of  the  one  two  rating  positions. 

Viewed  from  the  perspective  of  the  four  top  rated  items  on  the 
tables  indicated  above,  the  teachers  and  the  GED  students  were  in 
complete  agreement.  And  when  considered  from  the  stand  point  of 
the  top  five  rated  Items,  the  teachers,  the  grade  twilve  students  and 
the  GED  students  all  concurred  in  their  importance;  of  such  importance 
in  fact,  that  Addendum  XII,  page  73a,  offers  an  explication  of  individual 
viewpoints  unmatched  by  the  previous  Addendums. 
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PPDS  accounted  for  the  largest  nuzaber,  36%,  of  female  dropouts 
and  marriage  to  such  girls  created  a similar,  but  non-study  included, 
percentage  of  male  dropouts . The  age  range  of  girls  PPDS  was  13  to 
19  with  a grade  range  of  5 to  12.  Girls  PPDS  ranged  from  0 years  to 
A years  overage  in  grade;  however,  the  largest  percentage,  28* IX,  were 
not  overage  in  grade,  at  the  date  of  leaving  school.  Teachers  have 
little  comprehension  of  the  frequency  that  PPDS  occurs.  This  lack  of 
understanding  is  due  to  the  sociological  gulf  between  the  teachers 
and  the  students.  And  the  sociological  and  psychological  distance 
maintained  by  the  teachers  is  made  more  explicit  by  the  high  rating, 
by  the  grade  twelve  students,  the  GED  students  and  the  dropouts,  gttfen 
to  such  items  as  need  for  additional  counseling,  need  for  individual 
help  from  teachers  and  the  need  for  more  understanding  and  sympathetic 
teachers.  Such  a teacher  maintained  social  fence  also  would  account 
for  the  low  rating  assigned  by  the  three  student  groups,  to  friendship 
with  a teacher,  counselor  or  administrator  as  a reason  for  remaining 
in  school.  Thu9  the  teachers  have  placed  themselves  in  the  positior 
of  purporting  to  teach  students  whom  they  do  not  know  individually 
collectively  but  only  as  stereotypes. 

Boys  tend  to  dropout  at  a younger  age  and  remain  in  school  to 
an  older  age  than  girls.  With  the  largest  percentage  of  loss,  23.75%, 
at  age  l6(the  maximum  legally  required  attendance  age  in  Texae)for 
boys,  with  the  girls  largest  percentage  loss  at  age  17,  23*75%. 

Girls  dropout  initially  at  an  earlier  grade  than  boys;  however, 
once  bagun  boys  dropout  at  the  ele%?entary  level  to  such  an  extent  that 
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by  the  end  of  the  grade  7 year,  50%  of  the  total  maid  dropouts  will 
have  left.  Girls  do  not  reach  the  50%  level  of  dropouts  until  the 
begining  of  grade  9,  and  gif Is  have  the  greater  range  of  years  overage 
in  grade  by  two  years  more  than  boys;  girls  range  0-9  years  overage  in 
grade,  the  boys  0-7. 

The  largest  percentage  of  boys,  22.5%,  dropout  after  being 
retained  twice.  The  largest  percentage  of  girls,  23. BX  dropout  after 
being  retained  three  times. 

The  student  most  likely  to  drop  out  of  LISD  on  a basis  other 
than  PPDS,  is  a 7th  grade  student  who  has  been  retained  twice.  And 
the  next  most  likely  one  to  dropout  is  a 7th  grade  student  who  baa 
been  retained  three  times.  On  a year  rcund  calendar  basis,  31.2%  of 
all  dropouts  occur  during  May,  June,  July  and  August,  i*e.,  the  summer 
dropouts. 

The  majority  of  boys  dropped  out  of  school  for  reasons  of  Overage, 
28.75%,  Poverty  27.50%.  Thp  majority  of  girls  dropped  out  for  reasons 
of  PPDS  36,25%;  Ovetuge  19.75%and  Poverty  9.00%. 

The  majority  of  the  bo^a  had  vocational  goals  of  mechanit  23.75%; 

‘ ' 

electrician  11.25%;  carpenter  10.00%  and  no  plans  10.00%.  The  majority 
of  the  girls  had  vocatJonal  plans  of  secretary  28.75%;  hospital  work 
23,75%;  and  retail  sales  c^erk  16.252.  All' of  these  vocational  goals 
have  a high  degree  of  visibility  in  the  local  area. 

An  examination  of  Table  L,  LT,  page  74,  discloses  with  the 
exception  of  the  reversal  of  rank  order  items  Judged  7 and  8 the  * 
teachers  and  the  grade  twelve  studentc  are  in  complete  agreement  as 
to  the  reasons  for  students  dropping  school;  however,  this  doss  not 
agree  with  the  rating  order  provided  by  the  GED  students,  in  the  same 
Table.  And  data  of  the  entire  table  Is  in  disagreement  with  that  of 
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the  dropouts  themselves  in  Tsble  XIV,  LT,  page  14,  and  in  Taole 
XV,  LT,  page  15. 

Table  XL,  LT,  page  75,  Indicates  that  the  Cop  rated  six  items 
of  reasons  for  remaining  in  school  were  agreed  on  by  the  grade  12  and 
GED  students . 

A tsignif leant  situation  is  revealed  by  Table  LII,  LT,  page  76, 
and  it  will  be  recalled,  by  the  appropriate  Addendums  and  both  sections 
of  the  Interviews  The  situation  is  the  concurrence  of  the  dropouts, 
the  teachers*  the  grade  12  students  and  the  GED  students  that  additional 
counseling,  more  individual  help  from  teachers,  and  a job  training 
program  leading  to  employment  are  the  foremost  changes  needed  in  LISD 
to  reduce  the  number  of  dropouts. 

However,  the  most  important  finding  is  derived  from  the  addendum 
statements  of  the  GED  students  and  from  the  interviews  with  the  dropouts. 
That  finding  is  the  necessity  on  the  part  of  the  schools  to  create  an 
environment  in  which  all  of  the  students  are  treated  with  compassion 
and  respect.  That  each  one  is  sombbody. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Laredo  for  the  dropout,  there  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  the  common  bond  of  humanity  that  is  the  birthright 
of  every  child  in  this  land.  And  the  trauma  of  the  dropout  will 
continue  to  exist  as  long  as  basically  decent  though  poverty  stricken, 
people  are  being  treated  by  those  who  are  onl>  economically  their 
superiors  without  due  process  and  without  the  every  day  human  decencies; 
the  lack  of  which  would  be  an  affront  to  the  sensibilities  of  even 
the  poorest  county  on  earth. 

The  fact  is  that  the  dropout  setts*  as  an  Important  part  of  the 
value  system  of  the  schools.  The  dropout  functions  not  for  himself 


but  to  define  the  superiority,  affirm  the  success,  and  serv.  as 
living  symbols  of  the  power  and  authority  of  those  anong  the  school 
personnel  who  are  psychologically  crippled.  As  made  apparent 
by  the  evidence  elicited  from  the  teachers  on  the  Minnesota 
Teacher  Attitude  Inventory. 
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PREFACE  TO  THE  IMPLICATIONS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 

It  has  become  clearly  evident  to  the  researcher  that  it  is 
difficult  to  control  the  tendency  to  over-roman ticize  not  mnly  the 
content  of  but  the  implications  and  inferences  of  the  Addendums  and 
Interviews.  One  reason  or  if  you  prefer , rationalization , for  this 
tendency  is  that  to  approach  such  material  dia-passionately  could 
well  result  in  under-valuing  it  and  in  minimizing  the  traumatic 
effect  on  the  Mexican-American  dropout  of  his  present  situation  as 
a result  of  the  psychological  blows  he  has  sustained  from  his  own 
immaturity  and  ignorance,  from  his  school  and  home  environments  and 
from  the  societal  milieu  of  Laredo.  This  is  a study  of  human  beings; 
couched  in  terms  that  portray  all  relevant  aspects  of  the  gestalt  of 
their  individual  humanism. 

In  reading  the  implications  of  the  descriptive  narrative*,  the 
tabular  data,  the  Addendums  and  the  Interviews,  it  might  provide 
better  insight  into  the  rationale  of  such  implications,  and  the 
recommendations  in  the  last  chapter  of  the  study,  if  several  points 
are  kept  in  mind  as  follows: 

1)  While  the  Laredo  schools  are  not  blameless  neither  are  they 
solely  at  fault  for  either  the  dropout  rate  or  its  causative  factors. 
And  much  high  level  administrative  effort  was  needed  to  overcome  the 
recent  problem  of  double  sessions  and  such  effort  has  kept  the  drop- 
out problem  from  getting  completely  out  of  hand.  However,  it  is 
conspicuously  evident  that  a general  failure  in  the  LISD  (and  this 

failure  is  confirmed  by  the  high  rating  given  by  the  teachera  In  the 
random  sample  to  the  need  fer-rmore  understanding  and  sympathetic 

teachers)  la  the  fa  Hurt  of  possibly  tha  Majority  of  teachara  to 
realist  that  the  world  as  they  know  It  will  fade  away  rapidly  in  these 
changing  tinea,  unleaa  they  deeply  and  peraooally  involve  theweelvea 
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with  the  problems  and  situations  of  youth.  Involved  with  youth  not 
as  a teacher,  preacher  or  judge  but  as  an  adult  with  who*  the  young 
people  can  freely  communicate  sometning  of  the  hell  on  earth  it  is  for 
them  to  attempt  to  reach  maturity  in  a world  in  which  seemingly  to 
themythe  only  value  system  extant  is  no  value  system.  So  the  young 
people  take  to  drugs  for  more  reasons  than  a teacher  could  even  guess, 
and  the  schools  take  up  the  hue  and  cry  and  with  much  fanfare  immediately 
get  out  a text  book  on  the  subject,  and  begin  through  fear,  to  treat 
the  symptomatic  factors  while  paying  not  the  slightest  attention  to 
the  underlying  causative  ones. 

If  textbook  content  rather  than  the  instructional-learning 
process  ever  solved  any  problems  other  than  the  one  of  determining 
who  could  memorize  the  most  material,  all  that  needs  to  be  done  and, 
in  fact,  all  it  seems  far  too  many  teachers  do,  is  to  have  the 
students  read  the  texts,  answer  a few  questions  from  e**ch  chapter 
within  them,  then  present  the  student  with  a diploma.  If  the 
problem  were  so  simple  that  xt  could  be  satisfactorily  solved  in 
the  restricted  area  encompassed  by  the  public  schools,  the  general 
public  would  not  even  be  aware  that  the  problem  existed. 

Teachers  who  are  such  in  more  than  occupational  title  only, 
are  aware  that  in  order  to  put  into  classroom  teaching  practice 
the  best  that  is  presently  known  about  how  pupils  learn,  it  must 
be  understood  that  the  classroom  learning  environment  requires  that 
the  activity  of  teaching,  by  either  teachers  and/or  technological 
media,  is  itself  a means  of  process  composition  as  well  as  communication. 

Within  the  Laredo  Independent  School  District  and  indeed 
within  Laredo  itself » there  .is  no  Anglo  cultural  majority  attempting 
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to  coerce  £ Mexican-American  minority  into  assimulating  a dominate 
culture.  Rather  within  Laredo  there  are  so  many  factors  of  population 
percentage  and  number,  language,  cultural  patterns  and  political 
organizations  that  are  Latin  in  orgin  and  operation  that  they  prohibit 
much  locally  derived  impact  from  the  Anglo  culture.  Where  there  are 
specific  instances  to  the  contrary,  3uch  have  not  be^n  forced  on  an 
ethnic  minority  but  have  been  found  expedient  by  the  Mexican-American 
majority  or  in  the  case  of  cultural  activities,  have  developed  within 
the  community  because  of  the  support  of  the  ethnic  majority.  For 
example,  the  celebration  of  George  Washington's  birthday  and  its 
attendent  festivities.  The  very  existence  of  United  Consolidated 
Independent  School  District  attests  to  the  fact  that  local  Anglo 
acculturation  pressures  are  minor  in  Laredo,  if  not  completely  non- 
existent. 

3)  Some  researchers  have  taken  the  point  of  view  that  border 
Spanish  as  spoken  in  the  homes  of  the  border  area,  is  consciously  used 
in  order  to  set  the  speaker  apart,  with  the  inference  that  such 
isolation  i 8 somehow  a laudable  and  more  qualitative  attribute  than 
speaking  either  formal  or  standarized  English  and/or  Spanish.  The 
point  of  view  of  this  researcher  is  that  the  children  in  the  schools 
as  their  parents  before  them,  speak  border  Spanish  because  that  is 
the  initial  communicative  pattern  open  to  them.  It  does  not  surprise 
anyone  to  find  that  the  exceedingly  numerous  dialects  of  the  Chinese 
language  are  maintained  simply  because  children,  during  their  formative 
years  within  a dialect  grouping,  communicate  as  they  have  heard  since 
birth  and  spoke  in  soma  fashion  as  soon  as  they  were  able.  So,  too, 
do  most  of  the  children  of  Laredo.  And  as  far  as  that  goes  so,  too, 
do  their  pet  animals  understand  commands  in  border  Spanish  rather  than 
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in  standard  Spanish  or  English.  Simply  put,  it  is  a cultural  albeit 
a very  individually  expensive,  self-confining  one,  if  they  wish  to  join 
in  the  opportunities  open  to  them  elsewhere.  If  they  do  not  wish  to 
learn  Bnglisty  it  is  difficult  to  substantiate  that  any  local  Anglo  is 
really  perturbed  about  it. 

The  point  established  by  most  school  authorities  elsewhere  is 
that  the  Mexican-American  child  should  have  a choice  in  appropriate 
circumstances,  between  using  his  ethnic  language  or  English,  and  if 
he  speaks  only  border  Spanish,  he  certainly  has  no  choice. 

A)  Beginning  early  in  their  school  careers,  upon  the  urging  of 
their  parents  and  apparently  without  the  opposition  of  the  official 
public  school  personnel,  many  students  strive  and  are  successful  in 
excluding  from  all  aspects  of  public  school  social  activities  those 
who  share  their  aspirations  for  a better  life  and  whose  only  real 
difference  is  that  the  road  to  *.he  fulfilment  of  such  aspirations 
is  a longer  and  more  difficult  one. 

When  the  percentage  of  such  disadvantaged  students  is  so  large 
that  the  social  outcasts  threaten  to  freely  participate  in  the  non- 
academic activities  of  the  schtol,  the  flight  to  the  suburban  public 
schools  or  enrollment  in  private  schools,  begins  for  the  children 
of  this  anointed  group  of  parents.  This  flight  does  more  to  deprive 
the  students  in  the  suburban  schools  of  an  opportunity  to  become  involved 
with  the  creative  tensions  of  what  America  is  all  about  than  anything 
else,  and  the  survival  value  of  honesty,  with  self  and  others,  in 
such  public  schools  is  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  the  development  of 
snobbery,  selfishness,  and  hypocriiy.  However,  and  somewhat  over- 
simplified, if  the  young  people  in  the  suburban  schools  recognize  what 
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has  happened  to  them  and  the  reasons  for  their  parent’s  move  to 
the  suburbs,  and  from  all  accounts  of  the  problems  reported  by 
suburban  high  schools  across  the  land,  the  young  people  do  find  out, 
then  the  generation  gap  becomes  a psychological  and  sociological 
reality.  Many  of  young  people  although  not  all,  adapt  the  dress, 
attire,  language  and  many  of  the  habits  of  their  less  fortunate 
peer  group  who  were  left  behind  in  the  inner  city  schools.  They 
identify  with  those  groups  which  their  parents  have  rejected.  This 
idealism  of  youth  combined  with  a T.V.  induced  cosmopolitanism, 
unexperienced  by  their  parents,  has  created  the  reality  of 
egalitarianism  among  many  young  people , to  the  despair  of  their  parents, 
who  preached  it  for  years  but  whose  actions  contradicted  their 
verbalisms. 

This  lack  of  attempt  or  failure  to  develop  a keen  social 
sensitivity  and  a compassionate  social  conscience  in  all  of  the 
students  on  the  part  of  the  public  schools,  undoubtedly  makes  its 
contribution  to  many  of  our  social  ills,  including  the  dropout  rate. 
Apparently  the  public  schools  have  failed  for  some  years  now  to  fully 
accept  the  implications  of  the  responsibility  of  the  function  assigned 
to  them  as  one  of  many  institutions  in  American  society,  the  total 
of  which,  from  the  Supreme  Court  downward,  has  attempted  with  con- 
siderable success  over  the  past  185  years,  to  transpose  the  ideals 
eebued  in  the  Constitution  and  the  Bill  of  Rights  into  cognitive  and 
behavioral  reality.  And  the  best  public  schools  in  this  country  do 
not  view  their  highest  function  to  be  that  of  preparing  students  for 
college.  (See  Saturday  Review  March  21,  1970). 

5)  The  movement  of  ao  many  lover-middle  and  middle-middle 

claea  Anglos  from  Laredo  to  the  air  baae  housing  and  to  the  Webb 
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County  situated  Del  Mar,  accompanied  by  a number  of  the  more  anglized 
and  affluent  Mexican-American  families,  has  had  and  will  have  a 
continuing  economically  depressing  and  cultural  solidifying  effect 
on  LISD.  The  construction  of  tie  new  Border  Patrol  Station  in  Webb 
County  jurisdiction  even  though  serviced  by  the  city,  and  the  projected 
construction  of  a large  shopping  center,  both  in  the  Del  Mar  general 
area,  serves  notice  to  LISD  that  it  will  soon  possess  all  of  the 
problems  of  the  typical  "inner  city"  schools  while  the  childrfn  of 
those  mentioned  above  will  attend  a rather  typical  suburban  school. 

The  previously  mentioned,  90.5%  Mexican-American  children  in 
attendance  in  LISD  will,  under  these  circumstances,  increase  and  as 
the  residential  areas  outside  of  the  LISD  boundaries  develop,  these 
Mexican-American  children  will  tend  to  fall  within  an  ever  decreasing 
social  and  economic  range. 

In  fact,  it  might  be  said  with  considerable  evidence  to  Justify 
it,  that  the  old  Laredo  city  area  is  being  abandoned  as  a residential 
area  by  those  who  can  economically  and  politically  afford  to  move  out 
of  it.  And  theii  former  residences  if  large  and  well  situated,  will 
become  either  rooming  and  small  apartment  houses  or  will  be  torn  down, 
with  the  site  used  for  other  commercial  purposes.  If  small,  these 
residences  will  be  occupied  by  waves  of  tenets  or  short  term  owners, 
with  each  wave  having  less  affluence  than  the  preceding  one.  If 
these  residences  are  large  relatively  expensive  and  not  so  well 
situated  for  rental  purposes  by  the  room  or  useful  for  other  commercial 
purpoaea,  they  are  likely  to  just  sit  there  until  they  fall  in  with 
r.he  aid  of  vandalism.  And  as  several  realestate  brokers  can  tentify, 
a number  of  such  houses  exist  in  Laredo  at  the  present  time.  Another 
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category  of  houses  is  the  well  kept,  middle  size  home  occupied  by  an 
older  couple,  a widow  or  widower.  Those  who  for  the  most  part,  have 
lived  here  many  years  but  whose  children  have  grown  up,  married  and 
moved  elsewhere  or  have  establishes  homes  of  their  own  in  the  city. 
This  type  of  home  upon  being  vacated  by  the  older  owner,  becomes  the 
rental  home  of  those  who  come  to  a small  city  for  a limited  time. 

In  the  case  of  Laredo  this  would  include  some  employees  of  the  air 
bese,  specialized  construction  workers,  many  federal  and  state 
employees,  etc. 

The  sociological  state  of  affairs  described  above  generally  can 
only  be  hastened  by  the  introduction  of  large  scale  industry  into  an 
area  of  this  size.  Since  most  industrial  aite  scouts  for  the  larger 
companies  know  this,  there  is  little  chance  that  the  city  of  Laredo 
can  expect  to  bring  industry  of  any  appreciatable  size  into  the  city 
limits.  And  rather  certainly  not  into  the  LISD  limits.  Also  of 
course,  are  two  more  major  inhibiting  factors  to  the  acquisition  of 
industry  for  Laredo.  One  is  the  industrial  site  that  is  part  of  Del 
Mar  and  the  other  is  the  border  development  program,  whereby  U.S. 
owned  manufacturing  concerns  can  operate  just  inside  the  Mexico 
border  with  all  of  its  labor  cost  advantages  and  transport  the 
products  into  the  U.S.  without  the  usual  import  disadvantages. 

The  6%  to  12%  unemployment  rate  mentioned  earlier  for  the  Laredo 
area,  will  tend  to  rise,  under  the  conditions  discussed  immediately 
above,  to  an  unbelievable  percentage  in  the  area  encompassed  by  the 
LISD,  Those  who  move  in  to  the  new  residential  areas  will  so  to 
speak,  take  a job  percentage  with  them  and  those  left  behind  will 
increasingly  on  a percentage  basis,  be  Jobless.  Thus  the  people 


living  outside  the  LISD  boundaries  will  come  within  it  for  their 
jobs  and  many  public  services,  but  their  tax  base  will  be  outside 
the  district,  except  for  the  1%  sales  tax.  And  even  part  of  this 
will  cease  when  the  new  shopping  trea  is  built  in  the  Del  Mar  area. 

This  is  the  sociological  pattern  that  has  created  financial  chaos 
in  more  inner  city  areas  in  the  last  20  years  than  any  other  factor. 

6)  Other  than  a major  war  and  it  will  be  short  lived  ever  then, 
the  major  economic  impact  of  Laredo  Air  Force  Base  on  Laredo  is  over. 
While  it  will  continue  to  funnel  outside  money  into  the  area  the 
amount  will  tend  to  decrease  as  time  goes  by.  Gestures  of  good  will 
between  the  air  base  and  the  local  officials  will  continue  and  in 
fact  much  good  will  expressed  in  the  form  of  cooperative  activities, 
will  occur.  However,  the  base  will  increasingly  become  self  sufficient. 
Self  sufficient  in  housing,  in  recreation,  in  everyday  household 
purchases,  etc.  And  all  the  while,  its  air  traffic  pattern  will 
cocvinue  to  inhibit  the  development  of  Laredo  to  the  east;  however, 
such  inhibition  has  a strong  ally  in  the  form  of  the  meat  packing 
company  located  to  the  southeast  of  the  city. 

7)  Family  life  among  the  Mexican-Americans  differs  drastically 
from  that  of  the  Anglo  in  at  least  one  very  major  respect.  Whereas 
generally  the  Anglo  youth  can  hardly  wait  to  get  away  from  the  family 
and  out  on  his  own,  the  Mexicen-American  youth  has  no  such  traditional 
pattern  to  follow  and  no  encouragement  to  s.sart  one.  As  the  Interviews 
make  so  clearly  evident,  Mexican-American  young  people  feel  and  accept 
the  consequences  of  responsibility  to  help  the  older  family  members  in 
their  endeavors  and  to  help  the  younger  ones  to  go  to  school;  even 
though  the  acceptance  of  ouch  responsibilities  by  obtaining  employment 
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dooms  the  young  person’s  own  opportunity  to  finish  school.  In  short, 
the  Mexican-Amer ican  family  rises  or  falls  as  a family*  Individualism 
in  the  Anglo  sense  is  not  generally  found,  and  this  places  an 
additional  burden  on  the  Mexican-American  youth  in  his  attempts  to 
come  to  grips  with  a technological,  diverse  and  complex  culture  in 
which  individual  performance,  individual  mobility,  and  individual 
decisions  are  so  common  place  as  not  to  require  a second  thought. 

8)  Most  Mexican-Americans  known  to  this  researcher  sell  themselves 
short,  they  are  worth  more  than  they  think  they  are  and,  except  for 
the  operation  of  driving  an  automobile,  can  do  more  than  they  often 
are  willing  to  attempt.  In  a society  as  complex,  diverse  and 
technologically  oriented  as  is  theAngloone,  there  is  a tendency  on 
the  part  of  even  the  bent  educated  Mexican-Americans  to  overlook 
relevant  and  important  areas  and  to  take  a very  short  term  view  in 
arriving  at  a decision.  Their  acquaintainship  with  its  well  publicized 
superficialities,  rather  than  the  deeper  mainstream  of  American  socity, 
has  provided  many  Mexican-Amer leans  of  Laredo,  as  well  aj  the  people 
of  some  other  American  communities,  with  the  belief  that  a number  of 
thought  to  be  desirable  aspects  of  the  Anglo  culture  in  exlotence 
elsewhere  In  the  country,  can  be  reproduced  locally  if  only  someone 
will  provide  them  with  a copy  of  the  plan  used  to  produce  the  result 
in  the  first  place. 

Their  psychological  sense  of  independence  from  authority  combined 
with  their  extreme  sociological  dependency  on  an  infallible,  official 
public  authority  structure,  irrespective  of  the  competency  level  of 
the  individuals  in  the  authority  structure,  is  the  despair  of  many 
politicians  and  has  produced  many  wild  charges  up  dead-end  streets. 
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The  resultant  entanglements  often  set  them  back  individually, 
collectively,  and  institutionally  for  many  >ea^j.  They  are  hard 
working,  lazy,  mean,  gracious,  anu  kind,  to  about  the  same  degree 
and  encompassing  about  the  same  range  as  all  other  large  groups  of 
people.  And  their  deepest  frustration,  this  context,  is  the  lack 
of  comprehension  that  as  participants  in  American  society  there  is 
not  a known  means,  method,  plan,  or  road  whereby  one  can  with 
certainty,  reach  the  specific  top  of  anything;  that  the  opportunity 
for  success  contains  within  it  an  opportunity  for  failure.  That 
education  is  not  a panacea,  does  not  represent  salvation,  and  is  not 
a means  whereby  one  remains  the  same  in  selected  areas  but  merely 
picks  up  a package  of  something  as  a result  of  time,  effort  and 
money,  but  that  in  America  the  deepest  implications  of  education,  as 
opposed  to  training,  are  that  it  produces  a change  in  behavior  leading 
to  a variety  of  choices,  with  all  the  attendant  hazards  of  choosing 
the.  wrong  one,  in  the  light  of  one’s  goals.  That  success  for  most 
other  Americans  is  arrived  at  accidentally,  by  having  been  prepareu 
to  formulate,  recognize  and  take  advantage  of  opportunities,  in  a 
multiplicity  of  areas.  In  short,  education  simply  produces  a maturity 
of  attitude. 

Thus  the  Mexican-Amer ican  like  everyone  else,  clings  to  a 
mythologized  heritage  while  making  tentative  thrusts  here  and  there 
in  an  attempt  to  raise  his  standard  of  living.  And  the  Mexican-Amer ican 
of  Laredo  is  at  an  incredible  disadvantage  in  making  these  attempts. 

Primarily  the  disadvantage,  relatively  speaking,  of  geographical 
isolation,  from  other  urban  areas  and/or  more  thickly  settled  rural 
regions.  This  geographical  isolation  and  its  attendent  aspects,  has 
produced  a widespread  economic  poverty  level  virtually  beyond  belief. 
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Simply  stated,  Laredo's  overall  trade  balance  for  all  practical 
purposes,  is  all  import.  Were  it  not  for  the  inflow  of  federal  and 
state  support  and  grant  money,  and  even  considering  the  cash  flow 
created  by  a number  of  business  firms  that  have  remarkable  profits 
due  to  income  derived  from  the  daily  influx  of  shoppers  from  Mexico, 
Laredo  would  scarcely  have  10,000  people. 

9)  However,  the  Laredo  area  already  has  much  that  the  rest  of 
America  says  it  would  like  to  possess:  A less  hurried  pace  of  life; 
time  to  mingle  with  friends;  regard  and  concern  for  the  older  family 
members;  a disregard  for  such  petty  city  ordinances  as  parking  on  the 
right  hand  side  of  the  street,  no  jaywalking,  and  stopping  for  signal 
lights  that  just  happen  to  be  inconveniently  red.  It  would  lose  much 
and  quite  possibly  more  than  it  gained  were  It  to  acquire  a really 
large  industrial  plant  complex. 

10)  The  Laredo  area  cannot  be  faulted  for  lack  of  trying  to 
better  itself.  The  fact  that  it  Is  here  at  all  and  trying  to  Improve 
bespeaks  a tenacity,  courage  and  basic  good  will  long  missing  from 
some  other  elements  and  small  cities  in  America.  But  the  majority 
of  its  children  are  disadvantaged  to  such  an  extent  that  for  them 
to  be  able  to  share  in  the  American  Dream  with  other  Americans,,  will 
require  not  just  the  continuation  of  federal  and  state  financial 
support  but  the  temporary  efforts  of  a number  of  persons  not  now  in 
Laredo. 

Operating  as  close  to  sudden  poverty  for  themselves  as  an  extremely 
large  number  of  employees  do  in  Laredo,  there  are  intense  and  more  often 
than  not,  successful  pressures  applied  when  new  agencies  or  programs 
are  organized,  to  appoint  only  local  people  to  various  positions  in 
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such  agencies  or  programs,  und*_r  the  guise  that  the  local  person 
is  better  acquainted  with  the  problems  that  anyone  from  "outside'1. 

It  does  not  seem  important  to  anyone  that  such  employees  are  acquainted 
with  the  problems  only  because  they  are  part  of  them  and  that  lacking 
the  genuine  experiental  background  and  academic  education  and  training 
necessary  to  treat  the  problem  instead  of  its  symptoms,  they  are  more 
apt  than  not  to  aggravate  the  problem  while  not  having  a clue  to 
possible  solutions. 

11)  For  the  Laredo  area  many  of  its  celebrations;  holidays; 
festivities;  business,  social,  and  political  patterns,  etc,,  are  in 
their  last  generation.  For  those  who  scoff  at  such  a statement,  it 
only  needs  to  be  recalled  that  at  one  time  not  so  very  long  ago  a 
sociologist  could  have  wandered  through  Laredo  and  made  an  identical 
statement,  with  the  Country  Club  and  all  it  symbolized  in  mind.  Now 
the  Country  Club  is  a county  owned,  public  facility  and  a glittering 
ball  has  not  been  held  there  for  some  years.  The  same  sociologist 
could  also  have  predicted  correctly  that  the  building  of  the  large, 
mansion  type  homes  so  prevalent  in  the  older  areas  of  Laredo,  would 
for  many  reasons  outside  the  control  of  the  local  people,  come  to  an 
end.  And  as  we  now  observe,  such  building  ceased  sometime  ago. 

Taken  all  together  the  several  points  mentioned  above  and 
others  not  so  germaine  to  this  study , add  up  to  a syndrome  of  societal 
change.  A pattern  of  symptoms  that  suggest  that  Laredo  can  be 
referred  to  as  an  interface  area.  An  area  where  two,  or  more,  cul tures 
have  come  together  and  patterns  new  to  the  area  and  different  to  either 
culture  are  established,  over  a long  period  of  time.  (However,  important 


for  business  and  politics  a discourse  on  these  economic  and  social 
patterns  might  be,  they  require  a research  study  of  their  own,) 

12)  It  should  be  evident  by  now  that  the  results,  of  this 
study  are  applicable  only  to  the  Laredo  area.  The  unique  areas, 
peculiar  to  every  city,  are  in  evidence  here  to  such  an  extent  that 
it  would  be  remiss  to  suggest  that  the  anthropological-  soclo- 
psychological  syndrome' of  Laredo,  exhibited  by  the  study  could 
even  be  considered  relevant  in  another  U,S-Mexico  border  city. 

13)  It  should  also  be  evident  that  LISD  possesses  a nucleus 
of  teachers  who  are  concerned  with  the  improvement  of  the  schools 
and  upon  whom  the  administration  can  rely  as  a source  of  strength 

as  LISD  is  subjected  to  many  buffeting  changes  over  the  years  ahead. 

14)  Little  of  the  foregoing  can  be  construed  as  coming  into 
existence  all  at  once  and  immediately.  It  has  taken  United  Consolidated 
some  years  to  reach  its  present  and  forecasted^ student  population.  It 
will  take  a few  additional  years  for  many  families  to  sell  their 
property  in  LISD  anc  move  to  an  area  outside  of  it.  But  unless  LISD 
begins  immediately  to  commit  itself  to  a new  course  of  action  based 

on  the  eventuality  of  its  becoming  an  inner-city  school  system, when 
the  full  impact  arrives,  it  will  have  created  within  itself  a schism 
of  the  people  not  unlike  the  present  Crystal  City  one  but  for  entirely 
different  reasons, as  within  LISD  there  will  be  conflict  within  oi.o 
ethnic  group  not  between  two. 

15)  This  rcudy  is  not  to  be  construed  as  a blanket  indictment 

of  LISD.  Rather  it  attempts  to  present  the  salient  elements,  each  of 
which  makes  some  small  contribution  to  the  dropout  rate,  that  seem  of 
immediate  import,  if  the  LISD  is  to  provide  schooling  for  all  children 


to  the  ultimate  benefit  of  the  community  at  large.  And  at  this 
particular  moment  in  timeyLlSD  has  an  opportunity  to  become  one  of 
the  foremost  school  systems  in  the  country;  however,  it  can  also 
proceed  in  another  direction  toward  a situation  that  as  someone  has 

succinctly  pointed  out,  lack  of  schooling  creates  poverty poverty 

creates  desperation and  desperation  creates  violence  find  demagoguery. 

16)  Research  results  produce  in  many  inhabitants  of  the  locale 
of  the  research,  an  attitude  of  "I  don’t  believe  it",  as. such 
results  do  not  generally  confirm  either  individual  prejudices  or 
reinforce  individual  biases.  In  fact  most  researchers  in  this 
context,  are  reminded  of  the  statement  made  by  a very  observant 
fellow  "All  Indians  walk  in  single  file.  At  least,  the  one  I know 
does.” 
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1)  The  first  and  foremost  implication  is  one  dealing  with  the 
the  factor  of  tine.  For  most  students  in  school  the  future  is  of 
major  concern.  They  have  some  place  Co  go  such  as  college,  the 
military  service,  etc.  However,  for  the  poverty  stricken  dropout 
no  such  future  really  exists  as  a definite  possibility.  He  has  no 
place  to  go  to  be  somebody.  He  is  hungry  right  now.  Ha  needs  better 
clothing  right  now.  He  needs  to  be  treated  by  everyone  as  a human 
being  who  is  desperate  for  help  right  now.  He  needs  parttime  employ- 
ment right  now.  And  he  needs  training  for  a job  right  now. 

For  most  of  America  going  shopping  is  a matter  of  deciding  what 
not  to  purchase.  For  those  in  poverty,  shopping  is  a matter  of 
deciding  what  to  buy.  from  among  all  the  necessities  required  but 
immediately  .lacking.  In  short,  the  dropout  is  concerned  with  the 
present  and  the  school  is  concerned  with  the  future.  And  in  his 
crises  of  the  immediate,  the  dropout  finds  it  difficult  to  concentrate  * 
on  the  school  to  the  degree  and  the  level  necessary  to  attain  than 
which  is  adjudged  as  success  by  school  personnel.  Yet  the  dropout 
is  reluctant  to  believe  that  all  the  laudable  things  he  has  been 
told  about  schooling  are  for  him,  untrue.  So,  a p the  Interviews  make 
clear,  with  the  help  of  many  teachers  he  blames  himself,  and  he  returns 
again  and  again  until  he  realizes  that  he  is  years  and  years  overage 
in  grade  « nd  several  light  years  away  from  obtaining  a diploma.  Thus 
he  becomes  a dropout  as  he  has  finally  Accepted  the  factual  situation 
that  the  school  is  not  going  to  provide  him  with  training  relevant  to 
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his  economic  situation,  it  is  not  going  to  bolster  the  feeling  that 
he  has  some  power  over  his  own  destiny  and  it  is  not  going  to  provide 
experiences  that  allow  him  to  establish  and  maintain  a ser.se  of  self 
respect  that  is  based  on  his  own  motivations  and  both  present  and 
potential  mental  levels  of  capacity  and  development.  In  short*  the 
school  is  not  going  to  provide  him  with  a genuine  opportunity  to  acquire 
such  individual  strength  as  is  commensurate  with  the  level  cf  freedom 
in  America. 

2)  Every  pupil  must  learn  to  speak,  read  and  write  English.  In 
The  U.S.  today  some  45  million  children  are  in  school  at  an  annual 
cost  of  $38  billion  dollars.  And  of  that  45  million,  national  testing 
programs  indicate  that  11  million,  252,  of  the  children  art  deficient 
in  reading  skills. 

In  USD  the  problem  becomes  acute  due  to  a lack  of  home  and 
community  support  in  the  use  of  English  as  a communicative  skill. 

Within  tho  classrooms  of  LISD,  from  preschool  through  grade  four, 
the  English  as  a Second  Language  program  should  be  effectuated,  to 
classes  of  not  to  exceed^ 15  pupils.  It  is  not  a matter  of  coat,  it 
is  a matter  of  priorities.  To  have  less  at  the  high  school  level 
and  more  at  the  elementary  and  junior  high  levels  will  produce  better 
schooled  graduates  thm  to  continue  on  the  present  path  where  so  few 
even  reach  high  school.  And  from  the  grade  12  Addendums  it  is  difficult 
to  substantiate  that  these  soon  to  graduate  students  can  read  or 
write  with  anything  approaching  the  level  of  skill  that  twelve  years 
of  schooling  chould  have  nnd  could  have  produced  if  the  pupil  had 
been  provided  with  a solid  foundation  on  which  to  build. 
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Beginning  at  the  junior  high  school  level  and  continuing 
through  high  school,  those  students  who  are  the  most  skilled  Jn  the 
use  of  English  might  well  be  employed  on  school  time  and  during  the 
summer  time,  at  hourly  wages  on  the  N.Y.C.  scale,  to  tutor  those 
students  who  need  special  help  and  who  are  two  or  more  grades  below 
the  tutor*  Also  during  the  summer,  well  qualified  L.J.C.  students 
could  supplement  the  tutorial  staffs.  It  has  long  been  known  that 
students  learn  more  from  one  another  than  from  a teacher. 

Throughout  the  LISD  from  grades  five  through  twelve  a 
corrective-developmental  reading  program  should  be  instituted  with 
the  aid  of  a professionally  staffed  reading  clinic  located  at  each 
of  the  two  junior  high  schools.  Again  this  is  a matter  of  priorities. 
Does  this  area  feel  that  it  would  rather  put  its  money  in  welfare 
01;  in  public  schooling? 

Dropout  prevention  programs  and  first  rate  public  schools  do  not 
result  from  saying  a few  magic  words  and  spending  money  on  unused 
and  ill  used  material,  by  untrained  teachers, wh\l e everything  else 
remains  the  sane. 

3)  It  is  evident  that  all  students  should  be  taught  factual 
information,  of  a psychological  and  sociological  nature,  concerning 
human  reproduction;  family  planning;  personal  hygiene;  nutrition; 
family  budgeting  and  consumer  economics;  and  first  aid,  to  mention 
a few  of  the  areas  often  covered  in  a well  considered  course,  which 
has  unfortunately  been  misnamed  sex  education.  And  this  course 
should  not  be  taught  by  a classroom  teacher  but  by  orofessional 
persons  of  social  agencies  outside  the  schools,  the  services  of  which 
should  be  available  to  students  not  only  on  a regular  basis  within  the 


school  curriculum  but  outside  the  school  itself.  Some  agency  on  a 
contract  basis,  such  as  e local  family  planning  center,  Public 
Health  Center  or  even  an  agency  established  through  Model  Cities, 
if  staffed  with  knowledgeable  professional  persons,  might  prove 
satisfactory. 

The  question  does  not  involve  whether  or  not  young  people 
are  going  to  obtain  information  in  the  areas  covered  by  Family 
Living  and  Planning  but  whether  or  not  such  information  will  be 
conveyed  to  them  in  a reputable  way  instead  of  on  a hit  or  miss, 
parked  car,  pooling  of  ignorance  compounded  by  rumor,  illicit  and 
psychologically  unhealthy  basis. 

The  LISD  should  have  few  problems  in  beginning  such  a course 
of  study  as  the  Family  Life  Division  of  the  U.S.  Catholic  Conference, 
the  operational  agency  of  the  Bishop^  of  the  Catholic  church,  endorsed 
3e:<  education  programs  for  both  public  and  parochial  school  in  early 
September  1969. 

Tike  National  Gilbert  Youth  Poll  of  the  National  ISdueation 
Association  found  that  of  those  persons  in  the  under  17  age  group, 

89%  favored  sex  education  in  the  schools;  17-16  age  group,  in  favor 
86%;  19-21  age  group,  100%  in  favor;  72  plus  age  group  94%  in  favor. 

On  the  basis  cf  educational  level  of  the  respondents  and  in  answer  to 
a question  concerning  the  grade  level  sex  education  in  school  should 
begin,  those  with  a high  school  education  replied  as  follows:  .20%  felt 
it  should  begin  in  kindergarten,  1st  or  2nd  grade;  20%,  in  third  to 
fifth  grade  38%,  fifth  to  eighth  grade;  17%, eighthto  ninth  grade;  and 
2%, in  18th  grade*  Those  with  a college  degree  felt  that  such  education 
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should  begin  as  follows;  27%,  in  kindergarten  to  fourth  grade;  16%, 
in  third  to  sixth  grade;  25%,  in  sixth  to  eighth  grade;  17%,  in  eighth 
or  ninth  grade;  8%,  in  ninth  or  tenth  grade;  and  3%,  in  tenth  grade. 

Of  tne  grand  total  91%  were  in  favor  of  9ex  education  in  the  schools 
and  9%  were  opposed, 

4)  Soma  provision  might  well  be  made  to  provide  a continuation 
of  schooling  for  those  girls  who  are  pregnant  during  the  school  term 
and  the  boy^  who  dropout  to  marry  them.  Many  school  districts  elsewher 
handle  this  situation  through  special  classes,  through  residential 
classroom  study  classes,  or  through  night  classes  heldat  the  same  time 
as  GED  and  adult  education  classes. 

Not  having  as  yet  found  that  person  who  is  eligible  to  cast  the 
first  stone,  this  researcher  believes  it  difficult  for  thr  school 
authority  structure  to  fail  to  teach  cr  sponsor  the  teaching  of, 
sex  education  on  the  one  hand  and  then  on  the  other  hand,  to  penalize 
the  young  person  for  exhibiting  ignorance.  Such  treatment  of  the 
defenseless  can  only  brutalize  the  sensibilities  of  all  concerned. 

5)  Dropouts  may  be  placed  in  at  least  two  classifications , 

The  first  category  is  comprised  of  those  who  return  several  time3 
after  being  retained  in  grade  then  dropout  with  little  or  no  serious, 
thought  of  returning.  They  could  be  termed  the  hard  core  dropouts. 

The  second  classification  ha9  within  it  those  who  like  the  GED 
students,  dropout  of  school  but  only  as  a temporary  expedient.  They 
plan  on  resuming  their  schooling  and  generally  speaking  they  do. 
Although  GED  classes  have  a dropout  rate  of  their  ovn. 

6)  From  the  point  of  view  of  the  dropout,  the  public  school 
personnel  seem  to  feel  that  the  only  ftxiatance  that  is  valid  in  the 
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schools  1b  that  of  the  lower  middle  class.  H>  is  told  that  the  public 
schools  are  free  yet  at  every  turn  they  are  either  collecting  money 
from  him,  or  making  assignments  that  require  him  tc  purchase  something, 
or  planning  events  in  which  he  can  participate  only  by  having  special 
clothing  or  personal  spending  money,  or  both.  In  this  context,  what 
the  dropout  represents  augurs  even  worse  for  the  future  of  the  cities 
of  America  than  the  debilitating  plight  of  the  individual  dropout 
himself. 

7)  The  teachers  and  the  grade  12  students  established  as  the 
first:  reason  for  dropping  out  of  school,  the  feeling  of  failure  and 
hopelessness  resulting  from  failing  grades.  From  thi.3  two  inferences 
may  be  drawn.  The  first  is  that  the  teachers  and  grade  12  students 
are  projecting  a self  analysis.  Saying  In  effect  that  if  they  were 

to  have  been  dropouts  the  feeling  of  failure  and  hopelessness  resulting 
from  failing  grades  is  why  they  would  have  left.  Second,  the  teachers 
obviously  have  failed  to  perceive  or  have  withdrawn  from  the  human, 
personal  and  professional  implications  of  the  reason  they  established 
as  number  one. 

8)  Whether  deliberate  or  accidental  or  whatever,  it  would 
appear  that  the  schools  have  established  two  patterns  of  operation. 

The  first  is  an  overt  system  designed  to  keep  a selected  number  of 
students  in  school,  and  It  is  augmented  by  an  additional  number  of 
students  who  can  stay  or  leave,  without  too  much  concern  either 
way  on  the  part  of  the  personnel  in  each  school.  This  overt  system 
includes,  of  course,  the  grade  twelve  students,  some  of  the  GED 
students,  and  some  of  the  dropouts,  i.e*,  those  girls  PPDS  who  were 
not  overage  in  grade  and  the  boys  who  were  not  overage  in  grade 
but  who  dropped  out  to  marry  the  girls  PPPS. 
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A careful  reading  of  the  Addendums  and  the  Interviews  reveals 
the  subtle  innuendos  of  individual  experience  that  confirm  the 
existence  of  a second  pattern  oc  school  operation.  It  is  a covert 
system  designed  and  operated  quite  as  well,  possibly  even  better 
than  the  overt  one,  but  with  the  purpose  of  eliminating  all  of 
those  students  who  do  not  measure  up  to  some  imaginative,  teacher 
imposed  standard.  Those  who  do  not  possess  the  attributes  necessary 
for  inclusion  in  the  select  group  who  meet  the  standard,  are  labeled 
as  having  a Mpoor  attitude".  And  as  one  teacher  made  clear  in  a 
discussion  with  this  researcher  "when  they  nail  a kid  around  here 
with  having  a bad  attitude  he  couldn't  pass  if  Christ  himself  did 
the  kid's  homework,"  And  thus  the  hard  core,  overage  in  grade,  poverty 
stricken,  dropout  eventually  occurs,  in  considerable  numbers. 

Under  such  conditions  it  is  not  surprising  to  find,  as  the 
tabular  data  indicated,  that  the  grade  twelve  students  and  the 
teachers,  and  to  a significant  extent  the  GED  students,  were  in 
complete  agreement  in  every  area  of  the  questionnaire  where  attitude 
vas  a factor  in  the  rating  order. 

From  the  logic  demonstrated  by  some  of  the  dropouts  in  the 
Interviews,  and  a conditon  recognized  by  the  l).S,  Office  of  Health, 
Education  and  Welfare  when  it  bc:gan  the  Talent  Search  Project,  it 
is  more  than  likely  that  many  diopcuts  as  students  had  a teacher 
recognized  potential  far  exceeding  that  of  any  of  the  a tt i tudinally 
correct  students  but  because  they  did  not  fit  the  required  pattern 
and  probably  asked  too  many  questions,  they  were  prevailed  upon 
voluntarily  to  dropout. 

It  is  obvious  that  if  one  places  enough  barriers  in  front 

of  a student  with  a high  potential,  that  potentiality  will  atrophy, 
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9)  From  the  point  of  view  of  the  dropout,  the  public  schools 
are  fundamentalist  in  nature.  That  is  they  inhibit,  prohibit  and 
deny  behavior  and  thought  while  being  excessively  concerned  with 
errors.  ’Hie  dropout  personality  seems  to  be  a more  positively 
oriented  one  than  the  grade  12  students  appear  to  individually  possess 
Thus  the  dropout  is  more  concerned  with  knowing  what  did  he  do  that 
was  correct  or  laudable.  To  him  the  schools  do  not  cffirm  what  their 
function  is  all  about.  In  his  positive  quest  for  a means  or  a 

skill  to  lift  himself  and  his  family  out  of  poverty,  he  is  told  to 

wait,  to  exercise  patience  and  to  do  his  homework  so  that  it  may  be 

corrected,  i , e . , so  his  mistakes  can  be  pointed  out.  He  knows  from 
having  learned  to  ride  a bicycle,  that  one  builds  on  correct  responses 
and  that  to  dwell  on  errors  means  that  one  walks  instead  of  rides. 

10)  Since  the  Addendums  were  without  exception,  written  in 

English,  and  the  Interviews,  with  the  exception  of  5 minutes  of 

broken  English  mentioned  earlier,  were  given  entirely  in  border 
Spanish  spoken  by  the  interviewees,  the  inference  is  that  the 
successful  grade  12  students  and  the  GED  students  differ  from  the 
hard  core  dropouts  in  having  learned  not  only  conversational  English 
but  to  read  and  write  it.  Presumably,  if  the  interviewees  could 

not  carry  on  a conversation  in  English  they  could  hardly  be  expected 
to  read  and  write  it  with  any  competency,  and  ti.e  content  of  the 
IntervJeva  tend  to  confirm  this.  Number  8)  above  contains  some 
Inferences  by  way  of  explanation  as  to  why  oome  children  learn 
English  in  the  schools  and. some  do  not,  however,  os  the  experienced 
foreign  language  or  English  as  a Second  Language,  teacher  knows,  for 
some  persons  learning  another  language  appears  an  almost  impossible 





feat.  And  especially  so  when  the  Second  Language  is  taught  and  used 
only  in  an  academic  atmosphere  and  the  ethnic  language  is  reverted 
to  outside  the  classroom.  Undoubtably,  some  of  the  dropouts  fall 
into  this  category.  For  those  very  few  who  cannot  learn  English 
the  only  reasonable  alternative  seems  to  be  to  teach  them  standard 
Spanish  and  to  allow  them  to  chose  a vocational  area  for  instruction 
by  a bilingual  teacher. 


11)  To  suggest  as  many  different  areas  of  data  do,  that  what  is 
needed  to  help  the  potential  dropouts  remain  in  school  is  a vocational 
program  for  them  implies  that  the  types  of  training,  i.e.,  mechanics, 
stenography,  etc.,  is  not  only  known  but  that  the  numbers  necessary 
to  fill  work  positions  presently  vacant  or  to  be  vacant  in  the  future, 
and  the  degree  of  proficiency  required  for  such  employment,  are  all 
known  for  the  Laredo  area.  Such  is  not  the  case,  however,  no  thorough, 
professional  level  research  study  of  Laredo  in  terms  of  occupational, 
technological  and  vocational  information  and  analysis  is  underway; 
although  a survey  of  some  nature  is  presently  being  planned  by  the 
Texas  Employment  Commission. 

12)  Another  facet  of  the  recommendations  for  vocational  training 
for  potential  dropouts  has  deep  implications  for  the  method  of 
instruction  used  in  the  typical  public  school  classroom.  Public 
school  academic  personnel  seem  to  make  of  vocational  training  a 
castoff | non-intellectual  endeavor  somehow  beneath  the  vaunted 
academic  track.  It  is  the  view  of  this  researcher  that  the 
difference  between  the  academic  track  and  the  vocational  training 
track  does  not  lie  in  the  illusionary  differences  between  the  high 
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Intellectual  level  required  of  the  first  and  not  needed  by 
the  second  but  in  something  very  different.  In  short,  it  is  not 
the  difference  in  the  nature  of  the  content  but  the  difference  in 
the  nature  of  the  instructional-learning  process  of  vocational 
education  and  the  methods  presently  in  use  in  the  academic  track 
classroom. 

The  classroom  or  area  in  technological-occupational-vocational 
education  is  a positively  oriented  process  by  virtue  of  the  nature 
of  its  instruction  and  by  virtue  of  the  nature  of  the  learning  process 
on  the  part  of  the  student;  it  is  self-articulating,  self-regulated, 
self-dignifying,  and  the  individual  student  is  responsible  for  and 
to  himself.  In  the  academic  classroom  teachers  seem  to  be  overly 
concerned  with  covering  the  material  of  the  textbook  instead  of 
establishing  behavioral  objectives  that  have  applicability  both 
inside  add  outside  the  classroom.  Further,  few  acsdemlc  track 
classroom  teachers  seem  to  know  how  to  convey  to  a student  that  the 
student  *s  doing  the  learning  himself,  for  himself,  and  not  doing 
something  or  other  Just  to  please  the  teacher. 

tfven  fewer  teachers  and  administrators  seem  able  not  to 
personalise  the  clareroom  or  the  school.  To  them  it  is  "My  classroom," 
"my  school,"  etc,  Wien  in  fact  schools,  as  is  obvious,  are  built  not 
to  provide  Jobs  for  teachers  and  administrators  but  to  provide  schooling 
for  children.  However,  while  there  are  numerous  organlcatlc  .s  which 
represent  the  Interests  of  the  teachers,  the  administrators,  the 
school  boar da  aid  the  parents,  it  was  not  until  recently  that  anyone 
spoke  for  the  students'  interests  in  the  matter. 
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13)  It  eppears  fron  the  Interviews  and  the  GED  Addendums  that 
some  of  the  dropouts  did  not  demonstrate  a type  of  behavior  -n  the 
sch^la  that  would  have  Identified  them  as  potential  dropouts  This 
further  confirms  the  necessity  for  3chool  personnel  to  bee  or,.  cqu-inted 
with  each  student  on  an  individual  basis.  It  would  also  appear 
desirable  that  school  personnel  become  acquainted  with  the  specific 
home  environment  and  to  some  extent  with  the  parents  or  guardians 

of  each  etudent.  The  usual  "Back  to  School  Night"  by  whatever 
is  hardly  sufficient  for  anything  of  this  nature  and  such  open  h>--'se 
events  are  wore  clearly  revealing  of  their  purpose  and  rationale  by 
the  absence  of  the  school  work,  demonstrations  and  personal  involvement 
of  those  not  chosen  to  participate  than  is  made  evident  by  those 
students  represented  in  come  way. 

14)  The  phenomenon  of  dropping  out  of  school  may  be  national 

in  scope,  but  it  is  a local  occurrence  and  thus,  a local  problem,  with 
local  origin?;.  And  while  partial  solutions  may  be  formulated  from 
information  that  comes  from  elsewhere,  the  full  solution  will  result 
from  a blending  of  such  externally  derived  information  with  the 
relevant  local  factors  in  such  a way  as  to  obtain  an  environmental 
entity.  A functional  environment  that  takes  into  account  the 
particular  individual  circumstances  that  not  only  load  to  a student 
becoming  a dropout  but  strengthens  those  elements  of  the  school  that 
keeps  etudent 8 in  it  until  graduation,  and  provides  thee  with  an 
attitude  that  leads  to  support  of  the  schools  as  adults. 
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15)  There  is  need  for  en  extensive  school  breakfast  program 
similiar  to  the  LISD  lunch  program  and  similiar  to  the  breakfast 
operated  for  some  125  children  from  one  small  section  of  Laredo, 

by  the  Salvation  Army*  Going  to  school  without  money,  wearing  poor 
clothing,  etc*,  is  one  situation*  But  going  to  school  without 
breakfast  surely  must  come  under  the  heading  of  cruel  and  unusual 
punishment;  just  foi  being  bom  in  poverty* 

16)  The  tyJdendums  and  the  Interviews  as  well  as  several  items 
included  in  the  tables  contain  sound  evidence  of  many  years  duration, 
of  the  failure  of  the  schools,  in  two  major  respects,  1)  The  schools 
have  not  exhibited  sufficient  flexibility  to  cope  with  the  child  who 
falls  outside  a narrow  range  of  permissible  human  expression  and  2) 
many  teachers  and  administrators  in  the  schools  have  continued  to 
demonstrate  and  promote  experiences  of  both  an  emotional  and  intellectual 
nature,  that  systematically  destroys  a genuine  opportunity  for  schooling 
for  the  disadvantaged  child.  Too  many  teachers  have  been  content  to 
expect  failure  on  the  part  of  the  disadvantaged  child  and  then  to 

serve  as  the  prime  mover  in  a self-fulfilling  prophecy.  Yet  it  is 
difficult  if  not  impossible  to  place  the  onus  for  dropping  out  of 
school  entirely  on  the  students. 

17)  Without  going  into  a recital  of  the  qualifications  most 
desired  in  teachers,  it  is  evident  that  LISD  needs  to  do  something 
with,  to,  or  for  a number  of  the  personnel  in  the  schools;  however, 
an  examination  of  the  financial  resources,  the  organization  of  class- 
room instruction  by  the  principals  and  the  established  priority  system 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  public  school  funds  of  the  district*  reveal 
that  there  la  little  likelihood  that  sufficient  funds  are  or  ever  will 

be,  available  by  which  the  district  can  offer  a salary  level  competitive 
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with  the  larger  urban  areas  or  with  the  very  wealthy  rural  districts 
in  other  areas  of  Texas,  further,  the  state  loses  several  hundred 
teachers  per  year  to  Hew  Mexico*  Arizona,  California,  and  Colorado. 

From  the  New  York  Times  November  1969,  survey,  these  last  named  scat.es 
pay  an  annual  average  salary  to  teachers  that  ranges  from  $600,  New 
Mexico  and  Colorado,  to  California,  $3,000,  more  then  does  the  State, 
of  Texas.  And  while  the  most  recent  Texas  state  legislature  effected 
a new  salary  scale,  it  only  raised  the  state  to  27th  in  the  nation, 
as  the  other  states  mentioned  above  have  also  effected  raises.  And 
the  difference  in  expenditures  for  public  schooling  makes  a difference 
in  the  drcp^ut  rate.  The  hign  school  dropout  rate  in  California  is 
12. 3X  while  the  high  school  dropout  rate  in  Texas  is  30. 3X.  Another 
widely  used  measure  of  the  public  schoole1  efficiency  is  the. number 
of  Selective  Service  draftees  failing  mental  tests.  In  California 
the  figure  is  7.5X,  in  Texas  the  figure  is  11. IX.  Viewed  from  another 
angle,  Texas  will  reach  in  10  years  with  its  salary  scale,  the  salary 
level  where  California  is  now.  And  the  figures  indicated  above  are 
not  extreme  examples.  Whereas  USD  spends  borne  $365  per  pupil 
annually  and  California  spends  $697,  tha  extreme  is  New  York  with  an 
annual  expenditure  per  pupil  of  $1,235.00.  However,  the  remuneration 
received  by  the  best  of  teachers  is  not  the  only  or  even  the  most 
important  factor  In  their  employment.  Just  as  has  been  found  in 
some  other  occupational  areas,  the  nature  of  the  social  clats  environment 
and  the  degree  of  acceptance  by  the  individual  of  hia  assigned  statu* 
in  the  social  class  structure  have  much  more  to  do  with  employment 
satisfaction  than  does  salary.  In  brief t , quality  attracts  quality. 

And  in  the  social  environment  of  the  schools,  in  which  raises  in  pay  are 


equalized  on  the  basis  of  "experience"  for  everyone  within  a given 
classification,  irrespective  of  the  quality  of  the  effort  expended 
and  the  results  obtained,  the  better  teachers  are  apt  to  move  on  in 
search  of  positions  where  their  talents  are  appreciated  and  their 
peer  group  members  more  like  themselves.  Especiallv  does  this  seem 
likely  when  there  are  such  diametrically  opposed  attitudes  as  those 
exhibited  among  the  45  teachers  * ho  responded  to  the  Minnesota 
Teacher  Attitude  Inventory.  (A  tet,t  designed  to  measure  those 
attitudes  which  predict  how  well  a teacher  will  get  along  with  pupils 
in  interpersonal  relationships,  and  indirectly,  how  well  satisfied 
the  teacher  will  be  with  teaching  as  a vocation.)  That  21  out  of  45 
teachers  hold  a verifiable,  negative  attitude  toward  th*ir  students, 
their  teaching  positions  and  their  occupational  status  indicates  some- 
thing or  someone  seriously  in  need  of  correction,  or  elimination. 

Further,  as  i9  well  known,  poverty  breeds  anti-social  behavior. 
Thus,  to  attend  a school  in  which  the  classrooms  are  staffed  by  first 
rate  teachers.  Interested  and  proficient  in  creating  a learning 
enviromuent , cculd  become  for  the  poverty  ridden,  Mexican-American 
potential  dropout  a therapeutic,  rehabilitative,  and  self-liberating 
process » 

18)  A social  commitment  on  the  part  of  LISD  to  involve  itself 
as  a foundation  of  economic  strength  within  the  community,  by  providing 
technological-occupafclonal-vocational  training  in  such  areas  as  will 
allow  a young  person  to  find  satisfactory  employment  elsewhere  or  will 
induce  small  scale  industry  to  begin  or  to  relocate  here.  In  the  last 
half  of  1969  and  the  first  quarter  of  1970  combined,  some  8 small 
Industries  with  a projected  total  of  500  employees  were  established 

in  the  Iaredo  are*.  However,  several  tinea  500  jCba  are  needed  if  the 
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unemployment  rate  of  6%  minimum  to  12X  maximum  during  t'.e  year,  la 
to  be  permanently  reduced.  And  such  permanent  reduction  In  the  rate, 
would  of  necessity  have  to  provide  some  4,900  new  jobs  right  now  and 
a geometric  increase  In  jobs  to  totalapproxlmately  and  very  conservatively, 
60,000  additional  jobs  In  the  Laredo  area  in  the  next  17  to  20  years  to 
just  stav  even  with  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  this  area.  For 
example  and  even  though  the  figures  presented  are  concerned  with  babies 
of  1,  2 and  3 years  of  age  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  In  Laredo 

WflB  ! 

2271  in  1967,  was 

2594  in  1968,  and  was 

2*13  in  1969. 

And  this  number  will,  without  family  planning,  increase  geometrically 
over  the  years.  And  nothing  in  the  above  figures  has  accounted  for 
either  families  new  to  the  area  from  other  parts  of  the  U.S.  or  from 
Mexico.  Also  nothing  in  the  above  figures  includes  the  not  in- 
considerable number  of  parttime  Jobs  required  by  students  as  a means 
of  staying  in  school. 

19)  From  the  Interviews  and  the  relevant  Addendums,  a number 

of  the  grade  12  stu'^nts  are  in  school  and  a number  of  dropouts  stayed 
in  school  linger  thsn  they  otherwise  would  have  because  of  the 
possibility  of  being  drafted.  The  inference  is  that  should  the  U.S. 
eat&bllsh  an  all^volunteer  military  service,  the  dropcuv.  rate  fo*. 
boys  will  increase,  if  all  other  factors  remain  generally  the  same, 

20)  Another  striding  implication  of  the  data  when  viewed  from 
the  level  of  national  affairs,  is  that  should  the  present  10  million 
18  year  old  citizens  by  given  the  fran  ise  in  federal  elections, 
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possibly  as  many  as  60%  of  a typical  grade  twelve  class  would  be 
eligible  to  vote  in  some  years,  in  a national  election  during  the 
November  immediately  following  their  becoming  seniors  in  September. 

While  the  preceding  senior  class  would  have  contained  possibly  as 
many  as  80%  of  its  members  eligible  to  vote  in  the  primaries.  Thus, 
political  agitation  within  the  public  schools  could  well  become  their 
primary  endeavor  whether  the  authorities  sanctioned  suuh  activities 
or  not. 

And  as  several  states  have  already  given  the  franchise  to 
citizens  who  are  less  than  21  years  of  age,  it  io  not  likely  that 
many  years  would  elapse,  after  the  federal  franchise,  before  every 
state  would  find  it  expedient  to  grant  such  franchise  to  its  residents. 
Should  this  occur  it  would  create  the  interesting  situation  of  the 
merits  and  demerits  of  school  board  members  being  debated  by  public 
school  students  who  could  vote  fov  or  again9t  the  members  of  their 
own  school  board. 

21)  An  even  more  impressive  implication  of.  the  data  when  viewed 
from  developments  on  the  national  level,  is  the  matter  of  establishing- 
k competitive  situation  for  the  nation's  schools.  On  February  2,  1970 
it  was  reported  in  the  Nationa'  Observer  thit  President  Nixon’s 
edministrntion,  having  pledged  "new  and  strong  emphasis  on  experimentation 
and  evaluation”  in  education  is  studying  a plan  that  would  permit 
parents  to  buy  schooling  for  their  children  at  any  school  they  choose. 

The  working  name  of  this  competitive  device  is  "educational 
voucher •M  A parent  would  be  given  a voucher,  representing  his  child's 
or  children’s  share  of  the  public  school  budget.  The  voucher  could 
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then  be  "spent"  at  the  public  or  private  elementary  or  secondary 
school  of  the  parent’s  choice,  or  even,  at  profit  making  schools 
that  might  be  established  in  response  to  the  voucher  market. 

Fresently  the  educational  voucher  plan  is  being  developed 
under  a $196,000  grant,  at  the  Center  of  the  Study  of  Public  Policy 
at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  Obviously  the  federal  government  is 
serious  in  its  endeavors  on  behalf  of  the  disadvantaged  child  as 
the  plan  is  to  be  tested  in  several  cities  beginning  this  next 
school  year. 

The  implications  of  such  educational  vouchers  and  parental 
free  choice  of  schools  for  their  children  are  immense.  What  kind 
of  situation  would  result  if  all  the  personnel  of  a particular  school 
were  under  contract  for  a forthcoming  school  year,  and  few  if  any 
students  enrolled  in  that  school?  Obviously,  as  has  happened  to 
many  colleges  and  trade  schools  since  1950,  the  school  would  close 
down.  There  is  nothing  new  about  this  plan  except  its  application 
on  the  elementary  and  secondary  levels.  The  G.I.  Bill  begun  shortly 
after  W.W.  II,  is  a type  of  voucher  plan  and  thus  has  provided  the 
U.S.  government  with  considerable  data  and  experience  with  such  a pla.i. 

A plan  that  operated  so  well  on  the  college  level  that  a college  or 
university  or  trade  school  that  did  not  shape  up  to  the  level  of 
student  requirements  and  expectations,  simply  lost  its  students. 

2?)  When  consideration  is  directed  toward  the  tone  of  urgency 
of  the  Addendums  and  Interviews,  it  can  be  inferred  that,  in  a relative 
sense, more  importance  is  attached  to  public  schooling  than  such  experience 
really  merits.  What  is  being  stated  here  i'i  that  all  generally  normal 
students  should  be  able  to  complete  either  the  diploma  requirements 
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d the  schools  of  LISD  or  receive  an  equivalent  amount  In  technological, 
vocational,  or  occupational  training  just  as  a matter  of  course. 

To  continue  in  this  relative  vein,  and  generally  speaking,  a nigh 
school  diploma  in  the  U.S.  today,  ranks  at  about  the  same  level  as 
completion  of  the  8th  grade  in  1920,  in  respect  to  level  of  schooling 
required  for  minor  employment  positions  and  the  requirements  of 
citizenship.  A B.A.  from  a typical  state  college  or  university  ranks 
about  with  a high  school  diploma  of  1940  in  regards  to  the  requirements 
for  entry  into  highly  skilled,  semi  professional  and  preprofessional 
areas  of  endeavor. 

To  make  of  graduation  from  schooling  an  event  comparable  with 
the  pomp  and  pageantry  of  the  Court  of  Versailles  during  the  reign  of 
the  French  kings,  is  to  create  in  the  ra^nd  of  the  graduate  a feeling 
of  relative  intellectual  and  social  accompl ishmnnt  totally  at  variance 
with  reality.  The  graduate  is  told  in  effect  and  literally  at 
commencement,  an  anachronism  if  one  ever  existed,  that  now  he  is 
equipped  to  face*  the  future  with  something  that  in  fact  he  does  not 
have,  and  that  he  is  equipped  to  do  things  that  simply,  he  does  not 
have  the  skills  to  do.  The  need  of  additional  training  in  some 
Institution,  or  form  of  apprenticeship,  and/or  study  at  a college  or 
university  is  a fact  of  life  for  most  youth  today. 

The  implications  fer  the  schools  is  that  they  have  continued 
a ritualiitfc,  theatrical  form  of  efforti  virtually  liturgical  in 
nature*  $ne  that  effects  the  schools  from  grades  one  through  twelve, 
and  that  is  inappropriate  to  the  retirements  of  the  majority  of  the 


students. 


In  a technological  culture  the  present  is,  in  fact,  always 


from  10  to  15  years  away,  i.e.,  the  time  lag  from  the  idea  to  the 
drawing  board,  to  the  prototype,  to  the  formulating  of  machinery, 
to  the  production,  to  the  distribution,  to  the  use  of  the  product, 
to  change  :n  society.  The  instruments,  both  cognitive  and  material, 
of  technology  tend  to  create  Immense  changes  in  society.  The 
institutions  .of  society  tend  to  maintain  the  status  quo  and  to 
bury  the  individual  in  the  immediate  present  and  in  the  past.as  time 
and  change  flow  by  him.  Thus  it  is  necessary  that  the  public  schools 
provide  a more  or  less  timeless  but  not  necessarily  changeless, 
foundation  that  has  immediate  and  futui'e  relevance  to  the  students 
and  to  society. 

This  foundation  should  be  one  upon  which  every  student  can  build 
at  his  option,  a life  style  or  an  employment  career  from  among  the 
same  40,000  different  job  titles  presently  in  this  country.  And  it 
is  the  lack  of  such  a foundational  curriculum  that  does  much  to  create 
the  sense  of  urgency  in  the  students  who  later  become  dropouts. 

The  direct  implication  for  LISD  and  Laredo  generally,  is  that 
LISD  is  in  need  of  a better  balance  within  its  curriculum,  and  in 
Laredo  there  should  be  a better  balance  of  opportunities  for  the  young 
people  by  the  establishment  of  institutional  type,  technological 
and  vocational  training  facilities. 

Such  a foundational  curriculum  can  be  formulated  by  extracting 
from  the  society  at  large  those  elements  most  common  to  all  its 
activities  and  adding  the  unique  elements  common  to  the  local  region, 
in  which  experience  is  beneficial  to  the  students.  Thus  by  inference 
LISD  should  simplify  its  curriculum. 
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Simplify  just  to  that  degree  which  provides  foundational 
schooling  and  preliminary  experiences  that  encompass  actual  options 
open  to  its  students,  whether  such  options  are  exercised  in  Laredo 
or  elsewhere. 
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From  the  data  itself  as  well  as  from  its  implications,  it  is 
evident  that  the  contributors  of  the  data  of  this  study,  feel  that 
a great  number  of  ills  both  of  omission  as  well  as  commission,  exist 
in  the  schools  of  LISD.  And  these  implicit  and  explicit  chronic 
ailments  run  almost  the  entire  gamut  of  human  endeavor,  from  pregnancy 
prior  to  dropping  school  to  the  need  of  many  students  for  par  time 
employment.  Such  a wide  range  of  individual  and  social  requirements 
demands  a curriculum  and  an  assumption  of  societal  responsibility 
totally  at  variance  with  the  degree  of  support  rendered  LISP  by  the 
representatives  of  the  community,  the  community  Itself,  and  the 
state.  Three  hundred  sixty  five  dollars  per  year  per  student  will 
not  buy  the  services  of  very  many  competent  teachers,  very  much 
schooling  or  very  much  discharge  of  institutional  responsibility. 

in  Just  this  year  alone  LISD  has  hsd  included  or  perhaps 
better  put,  imposed,  within  its  curriculum  a 475  page  study  of  the 
Spanish  and  Mexican  Influence  on  the  Cultural  Development  of  the 
Southwest  and  a 440  pag3  study  of  the  Use,  Misuse,  and  Abuse  of 
Drugs  und  Narcotics;  the  latter  for  grades  one  through  twelve. 

This  is  not  to  deny  the  value  of  the  contents  of  such  material 
to  the  students,  but  to  suggest  that  a student  who  cannot  read  very 
well  and  whose  conceptual  level  is  hardly  past  the  budding  stage  will 
find  the  first  of  these  of  little  use,  and  the  second  is  beyond  the 
powers  of  the  school  to  make  real* 

Poorly  financed  schools  cannot  continue  in  their  attempts  to  be 
everything  to  everyone.  They  do  not  have  the  expertise,  the  type  of 
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campus  environment,  the  flexibility  of  organisational  structure, 
the  methodology  for  sensible  and  rapid  modifications  of  the 

curriculum,,  or  a method  of  assessing  the  efficacy  of  such  an  all 
inclusive  curr lculum. 

Just  because  the  public  schools  have  on  hand  a captive  audience 
does  not  mean  that  every  social  aberration  or  adversity  can  be  solved 
for  the  younger  generation  by  the  older  generation's  proclivity 
for  shoving  its  untested  and  usually  poorly  conceived,  solutions  Into 
an  already  overloaded  curriculum  and  thus  down  the  throats  of  a 
bewildered  student  body.  And  at  the  expense  of  that  which  the  schools 
could  and  should  be  doing. 

Ideally,  a public  or  private  school  curriculum,  essentially  and 
much  tco  briefly,  is  a process  of  blending  experiences,  some  of  which 
are  real  and  some  of  which  are  vicarious,  that  produces  a predictable 
and  desirable  form  of  behavior  in  the  pupil  involved  in  tha  experiental 
process*  It  is  a matter  >of  training,  a constraining  process,  designed 
to  provide  a student  with  certain  skills,  certain  bodies  of  information, 
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and  certain  view?  and  to  interfere  with  and  to  inhibit  certain  natural 
proclivities. 

In  a sense  the  curriculum  in  a modern  society,  requires  one  to 
be  unnatural  as,  for  example,  no  one  naturally,  that  is,  Just  by  growing 

i? 
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up,  learns  geometry,  or,  to  most  pupils,  ationg  the  most  abstract  concepts 
in  existence,  the  parts  of  speech  and  their  functions. 

V. 
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It  Is  clear  from  the  data  of  the  study,  that  ora  can  conclude 
that:  many  teachers,  students  and  dropouts  do  not  understand  the  nature 
and  function  of  schooling,  which  can  be  included  as  part  of  education 

«!» 

only  when  the  taro  education  is  U9ed  in  its  widest  application  or  most 
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general  sense.  As  they  ere  so  very  different  there  should  be  no  reason 

67 

70 

to  confuse  schooling  with  formal  education,  which  is  a freeing 
enterprise  and  one  that  puts  to  use  the  skills  gainei  at  the  spooling 
level  as  well  as  adding  skills  and  conceptualizations  required  of  an 
individual  by  which  to  reasonably  verify  and  to  some  extent,  demonstrate 
beforehand,  that  one  choice  is  preferable  to  several  other  possibilities 
open  to  him. 

Institutions  that  function  as  schools  should  not  serve  as  arenas 
for  student  debate  centered  around  the  curriculum  as  a process  of 
experience.  On  the  other  hand  the  best  colleges  and  universities  are 
sc  filled  with  intellectual  ferment  that  the  roofs  of  the  buildings 
just  barely  stay  in  place.  They  are  places  where  student  self  discipline 
is  expected;  a form  of  behavior  that  has  for  its  foundation  the  imposed 
discipline  of  the  schooling  process,  which  sterna  from  the  discipline 
of  the  home;  although  not  entirely  dependent  on  it.  And  discipline 
is  only  a procedure  for  orienting  a person  toward  a given  form  of 
behavior  and  need  not  be  harsh,  cruel,  or  lead  to  regimentation. 

This  polorization  between  the  highest  ranked  systems  of  schooling, 
as  they  function  in  society,  and  the  best  college  and  universities,  as 
they  function  in  society,  is  the  reason  why  college  and  university 
prep  schools  are  in  existence.  They  serve  to  ease  the  transition  from 
an  imposed  discipline  to  self-discipline.  Something  that  most  public 
schools  never  do;  then  they  wonder  why  the  dropout  rate  at  the  college 
level  is  so  immense,  for  their  former  students. 

And  the  polorization  has  been  included  in  these  conclusions 
in  order  to  make  clear  a thread  running  through  most  of  the  Interviews. 
That  thread  is  the  statement  made  by  many  and  implied  by  an  additional 
number  that  no  one  was  going  to  tell  them  what  to  do.  Neither  parents 
nor  teachers  nor  anyon?  else  apparently,  would  be  listened  to  when  it 
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came  right  down  to  what  the  Interviewees  wanted  to  do. 

Is  it  possible  that  the  culture  of  poverty  in  creating  anti- 
social behavior,  creates  it  so  early  and  so  vehemently  that  the  child 
in  coming  to  school  at  six  years  of  ege,  is  already  so  disadvantaged 
that  he  arrives  too  late  to  be  helped  in  the  typical  1st  grade  class- 
room? Some  developmental  psychologists  would  answer  in  the  affimative, 

others  in  the  negative;  however,  if  the  child  of  poverty  is  placed  in 
a classroom  in  which  the  teacher's  attitude  creates  an  atmosphere  of 
tension,  fear  and  submission  on  the  part  of  the  students,  it  seems 
reasonable  to  conclude  that  such  reinforcement  of  the  poverty  child's 
anti-social  inclinations  by  a teacher  with  whom  the  child  can  neither 
identify  nor  respect,  very  early  produces  a high  degree  of  resistence 
that  manifests  itself  in  the  child’s  refusal  to  learn.  And  that  if 
such  a negative,  oppressive  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  f .rst  grade 
teacher  or  by  any  other  teacher  when  the  child  is  in  the  primary 
grades,  is  reinforced  by  subsequent  teachers,  sooner  or  later  the 
poverty  child's  threshold  of  tolerance  is  reached,  the  correctness 
of  his  anti-social  behavior  is  verified,  and  a dropout  occurs. 

It  is  also  possible  although  hardly  a conclusion  can  be  made,  that 
many  girls  PPDS  become  so  due  to  the  deep  and  normal  psychological 
requirement  for  a sense  of  intimacy  of  shcring,  of  being  needed  by 
and  of  needing  someone  else  that  all  of  us  have,  in  varying  degrees. 

It  i ay  be  recalled  that  Tolstoy  wrote  to  the  effect  that  all 
happy  families  are  so  in  a similiar  way  but  that  the  unhappy  family 
iaaoin  a unique  way.  That  this  is  applicable  to  th-  individual 
child  of  USD  who  becomes  a dropout  is  evident  from  th?.  data. 


These  children  and  adolescents  are  not  only  disadvantaged  in 
virtually  svery  way  the  term  can  be  defined, but  they  are  dropouts 
from  a school  system  that  is  itself  a disadvantaged  one. 

And  while  this  researcher  does  not  believe  that  the  very  best 
school  system  possible  to  devise  would  alleviate  all  or  even  most  of 
the  ills  of  society,  it  is  believed  that  any  system  of  lesser  calibre 
immeasurably  increases  such  ills,  in  both  number  and  degree. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 


These  rccomnendations  are  predicated  on  a view  of  the  U.S.  as 
2 distributive-electro-biochemical  industrial  system  in  which  it  is 
expected  that  the  state  of  Texas  as  a whole,  will  continue  to  play 
a moderate  role  in  attracting  new  industries;  that  some  cities  in 
Texas,  such  as  Houston  with  23.4%,  Lubbock,  with  23.2%  and  Dallas 
with  23.1%  urban  growth  rates,  as  reported  by  the  U.S.  Jkireau  of 
the  Census,  will  continue  to  attract  a disproportionate  share  of 
industry  and  othar  forms  oi  urban  development;  and  that  Laredo  cannot 
reasonably  expect  to  attract  enough  investment  capital  or  industry 
co  supply  employment  to  100%  of  either  its  present  or  potential  labor 
force.  Thus  Laredo  might  well  give  some  consideration  to  providing 
a school  system  whereby  at  the  option  of  the  students,  they  may  be 
prepared  either  for  college  academic  studies  by  qualifying  for  the 
usual  academic  diploma;  cr  for  immediate  employment  after  graduation 
with  a technological  diploma,  based  on *3  years  successful  work  in 
grades  9,  10,  and  11,  in  a terminal  type  program;  or  continuation  in 
career  technological-occupational  training,  in  either  Laredo  or  else- 
where. 

A further  predication  of  these  recommendations  is  that  one  of 
the  motft  outstanding  delusions  of  our  time  is  that  societally  pervasive 
problems  can  be  rectified  on  a piece  meal  or  patchwork  basia.  LISD 
needs  more  thin  a few  additional  counselors,  replacement  of  a few 
teachers » the  addition  of  a few  vocational  training  courses,  etc.,  etc. 
Essentially  it  needs  a curriculum  and  organitational  structure  that 
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dojs  for  the  disadvantaged  child,  the  potential  dropout,  at  least 
as  mush  as  the  present  academic  curriculum  and  organizational  structure 
does  for  the  college  bound  student. 

An  additional  predication  is  that  LISD  is  going  to  have  to  go  with 
what  it  has;  plus  whatever  eictra  help  the  state  and  federal  governments 
can  give  in  the  way  of  funding,  with  considerable  help  from  other 
community  organizations  and  institutions;  and  with  whatever  LISD  can 
do  to  arrange  additional  training,  education,  and  supervision  of  the 
school  personnel  available  to  it. 

And  there  are  numerous  reasons  outside  of  the  data  embraced  in 
the  study,  why  at  this  time  such  a moderate  reorganization  of  LISD 
is  propitious,  and  predictably,  will  not  soon  occur  again: 

1)  A single  board  of  trustees  governs  LISD  and  Laredo  Junior 
College. 

2)  Several  board  members  have  recently  been  reelected  so  board 
composition  will  remain  stable  for  some  time. 

3)  Several  administrators  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent 

and  in  the  office  of  the  Federal  Projects  have  a progressive  orientation 
combined  with  long  experimental  backgrounds,  to  make  such  reorganization 
i H only  feasible  but  sound  in  procedure. 

4)  LISD  just  beginning  EIV  programming , an  extremely  laudable 
development  as  it  will  permit  many  students  to  Interact  with  worthwhile 
material  placed  between  themselves  and  the  less  qualified  teachers. 

5)  Laredo  city  political  structure  just  reelected  so  will  remain 
In  office  throughout  reorganization. 

6)  Model  Cities  program  just  getting  underway  and  cooperation 
can  be  expected  from  this  and  other  comunity  agencies. 

72 

85 


7)  Texas  Education  Agency  members  are  well  acquainted  with 
problems  faced  by  disadvantaged  students  in  LISD,  and  seem  favorably 
disposed  toward  rendering  expert  aid  in  arriving  at  possible  solutions. 

8)  Federal  rgencies  oriented  toward  necessity  of  Innovative 
programs  to  aid  the  disadvantaged  student. 

9)  It  is  expected  that  senior  administrators  of  John  Connally 
Tech  at  Waco,  if  requested,  possibly  would  be  available  for  consultation, 

10)  The  College  and  University  Coordinating  Beard  does  not  seem 

to  be  in  opposition  to  local  regions  seeking  solutions  to  local  educational 
problems  based  on  a unique,  local  situation.  And  the  formulation  of 
the  state  wide  junior  college  system  is  still  in  a state  of  flux. 

11)  Laredo  can  no  longer  evade  or  avoid  the  issues  of  social 

clasa  as  such  issues  impinge  on  publicly  supported  institutions  operated 
for  the  benefit  of  an  advantaged,  select  few. 

Tike  following  r e com lendat ions  are  inclusive  of  detail  only  to 
the  minimum  extent  necessary  to  convey  a broad  pattern  of  student 
opportunity  and  anticipated  participation  behavior,  student  preparation, 
and  expected  beneficial  results  to  the  student  and  to  the  community. 
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1)  It  is  recommended  that  LISD  and  Laredo  Junior  College 
be  reorganized  initially  on  a 5 to  7 year  experimental t innovative 
basis  into  the  following  grade  structure. 


LISD  GRADE  STRUCTURE 


Academic  Program 
Grades 


Technological-Occupat ional  Preparatory 
Institute  Program 
Grades 


K-l-2  Primary  Grades 
3-4-5  Elementary  Grades 
6-7-8  Junior  High  Grades 
9-3J-11  Senior  High  grades 


AA 


A A 
AA 

9-10-11  Technological'  Occupational 
Preparatory  Institute 


Curriculum: 

Academic 

Curriculum: 

Result: 

Dip] oma 

Result : 

Academic-Car  “„er  Preparation 

Qi  day  Academic  - H day  career  program) 

Technological  Diploma 


LAREDO  JUNIOR  COLLEGE 


Three  Year 
Academic  Program 


Three  Year 

Vocational  Education  Program 

(Includes  terminal  training  programs  of  less  time  duration) 


College  prep  year 
Freshman  ynar 
Sophomore  year 


First  year  in  College  Vocational  Education  Program 
Second  Year  in  College  Vocational  Education  Program 
Third  Year  in  College  Vocational  Education  Program 


m All  pupils  in  Grades  K through  8 would  be  in  the  regular  primary, 
elementary  and  Junior  high  achool  programs,  with  the  possible  exception  of 
some  overage  in  grade  students  who  have  become  14  years  of  age  and  who  wish 
to  move  to  the  TOP  Institute  for  vocational  training. 
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For  the  Ac *demlc  program  such  an  organization  would: 

a)  Allow  USD  to  organize  the  newly  required  kindergarten  level 
without  having  to  recruit  a full  complement  of  te.acher3  for  it,  by 
the  retraining  of  many  of  its  present  teachers. 

b)  Obviate  the  necessity  for  new  academic  classroom  space  over 
and  above  that  which  is  presently  required  or  anticipated. 

c)  Allow  a student  to  begin  school  at  age  5 and  complete  12 
years  at  LISD  at  age  17. 

d)  Allow  for  smaller  class  size  at  the  senior  high  school  level 

e)  Tend  to  create  a batter  and  more  cohesive  senior  high  school 
classroom  atmosphere,  through  having  students  with  a greater  homogeneity 
of  interects  and  goals. 

f)  Allow  the  presentation  to  interested  class*#  of  course  content 
supplementary  material  concerned  with  careers  requiring  college  or 
university  preparation. 

g)  Allow  guidance  counselors  to  become  thoroughly  familiar  with 
such  aspects  of  guidance  as  are  pertinent  to  academically  inclined 
students. 

h)  Allow  modifications  of  the  curriculum  based  on  a reasonably 
well  defined  criteria  of  goals,  aims  and  purposf3  appropriate  to  the 
student  body  and  to  the  conmunity. 

i)  Allow  supervisory  personnel  to  establish  with  teachers,  more 
finely  dr<wn  goals  and  aims  designed  to  produce  student  reading  pro- 
ficiency and  to  maintain  student  classroom  deportment  baaed  on  a higher 
degree  of  student  motivation  andon  well  established  educational  objectives, 
such  as  Bloom's  Taxonomy. 
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For  the  Technological  Occupational  Preparation  Institute  (TOP  Institute) 


such  an  organization  would: 

a)  Allow  the  pupils  the  benefits  of  the  regular  program  In 
grade  K through  8,  plus  a curriculum  content  that  Includes  at  the 
junior  high  school  level,  material  concerned  with  career  choices  of 
a technologlcal-occupat ionai  nature. 

b)  Lend  credence  to  the  stated  intent  of  the  public  schools  to 
prepare  all  students  for  various  kinds  of  success,  after  the  years  of 
schooling  are  completed. 

c)  Eliminate  patchwork  procedures  usually  associated  with  adding 
and  deleting  vocational  courses  and  shop  work,  by 

d)  Establishing  a separate  building  complex  and  organizational 
structure  of  Us  own,  but  one  integrated  into  the  present  overall  L1SD 
public  school  organizational  structure. 

e)  Present  to  the  students  academic  type  classroom  instruction 
more  directly  beneficial  in  content.  For  example,  reading  development 
through  the  use  of  tech  manuals,  repair  guides,  etc. 

f)  TOP  Institute  program  would  allow  students  to  enter  it  just 
at  the  time  when  the  dropout  problem  becomes  acute  for  50X  of  them, 

g)  TOP  Ins* itute  program  allows  sufficient  flexibility  for 
work-study  arrangements  whereby  student  receives  sufficient  salary 
to  remain  in  school. 

h)  A mobil , experimental  ITV  unit  placed  within  the  TOP  Institute 
structure  would  allow  Innovative  training  films  to  be  developed. 

1)  Allow  guidance  counselors  to  become  thoroughly  familiar  with 
such  areas  of  guidance  as  ate  pertinent  to  those  students  in  the  TOP 


Institute. 


j)  Provide  a possible  location  for  supplementary  courses  and 
instructors  provided  by  large  corporations.  For  example,  International 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  trains  some  200,000  people  in  sixty  countries 
each  year  as  an  educational  service.  The  company  presently  operates 

a coast  to  coast  network  of  30  schools,  and  there  Is  no  reason  why 
they  could  not  be  invited  to  offer  one  or  more  courses  in  the  TOP 
Institute. 

k)  Allow  modifications  of  the  curriculum  on  a basis  flexible 
enough  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  students  and  of  the  community. 
And  especially  is  this  desirable  in  the  area  of  relatively  short  term- 


one  time  training  courses. 

It  is  also  of  considerable  importance  that  as  the  labor 
requirements  in  areas  outside  Laredoy  for  training  in  specific  fields 
change,  that  the  curriculum  make  the  necessary  adjustments.  For  example, 
the  U*S.  Labor  Department^  Bureau  of  Lab6r  Statistics  reported  in  1969 
on  a|  average  annual  basis  through  1975,  employment  opportunities, 
among  many  other  areas1will  be  primarily  in  the  following. 


Bookkeeping  workers 

Carpenters 

Cashiers 

Cooke /Chef  8- 

Hospital  At tendenti 

Mechanic /repairman 

Nurses : Licensed  Practical 

Registered  Professional 

Office  Machine  Operators “ 

Sales  people  Retail **  - 

Steno /secret  aries * 

Truck  Drivers — 

60,000 

In  addition,  ITT  estimates  that  in  the  next  5 years  industry  will 
need  350,000  new  technicians  anddrsftsnen/designers  138,000  computer 
pro growers.  As  these  requirements  change  over  the  yesre  eo  oust  the 
TOP  Institute  curriculum  reorient  itself. 
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Another  area  of  possible  usefulness  to  Laredo  is  the  field 


of  fibre  glass  construction*  High  school  level,  TOP  Institute, 
students  could  produce  pick-up  bed  canopies  and  open  cockpit 
boats,  for  sale  at  material  cost  prices*  This  could  well  lead  to 
a boat/camper  light  industry  in  Laredo,  located  as  it  is  between 
two  large  lake  and  recreational  areas* 

1)  Allow  students  from  the  larger  and  some  what  isolated  trading,  area 
served  by  Laredo  access  to  TOP  Institute  training  on  a ^derate  tuition  basis. 

m)  Prepare  LJC  for  the  time  wh:?n  it  will  become  advisable  to  broaden 
its  revenue  base  by  becoming  a regional  college* 

2)  It  is  recommended  that  irrespective  of  any  changes  in  the 
number  of  grades  in  the  public  school  and  college  organizations,  the 
TOP  Institute  program,  or  some  rather  large  scale  variation  of  it,  be 
organized,  if  LISD  is  to  decrease  the  dropout  rate  significantly* 

3)  It  is  recommended  that  LISD  organize  its  Census  and  Statistics 
office  include  individual  student  data  on  the  junior  and  senior 

high  school  levels,  and  that  all  census  and  statistical  data  be 
computerized,  or,  at  the  very  least,  such  data  should  be  key  punched 
into  IBM  cards  forimachine  processing* 

Further  the  installation  of  data  processing  generates  information 
indispensable  to  the  Individualization  of  student  instruction, 
scheduling,  and  high  quality  student  personnel  services,  including, 
of  course,  guidance  t'nd  counseling* 

4)  It  is  recommended  that  English  as  a Second  Language  (ESL) 
be  implemented  throughout  the  elementary  schools  of  LISD,  and 

5)  That  developmental  reading  programs  be  the  first  priority 
for  Junior  high  school  students,  for  senior  high  school  students  and 
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for  all  teachers  In  LISD. 


_6)  It  is  recommended  that  an  accountability  for  learning  system 
be  instituted  in  all  the  schools  of  LISD,  by  requiring  supervisory 
and  administrative  personnel  to  formally  and  professionally  appraise 
the  individual  efforts  of  the  teachers  in  regard  to:a)  studei. 
motivation;  b)  measurement  and  evaluation  of  student  learning  as 
related  to  behavioral,  sometimes  referred  to  as  instructional,  objectives; 
c)  human  relationships  with  the  students;  d)  a knowledge  and  use  of 
a substantially  sound  theory  of  developmental  psychology,  by  teachers 
on  the  elementary  level  in  regular  and  remedial  classes;  e)  individual 
guidance  and  direction  of  the  students  based  on  a),  b)  , c),  and  d). 

7 )  Xt  is  recommended  that  a plan  be  placed  in  operation  to 
utilize  the  students  who  are  the  best  readers  on  the  Junior  and  senior 
high  school  levels,  as  tutors  to  those  elementary  and  Junior  high 
school  students  in  need  of  such  help. 

8)  It  is  recommended  that  a reading  clinic  be  established; 

initially  to  work  with  primary  level  pupils. 

9)  It  is  recommended  that  high  quality,  graduate  level  university 
extension  courses  in  guidance  and  counseling,  human  relations,  educational 
psychology  and  developmental  reading  be  required  of  all  teachers  in 

LISD  who  have  not  acquired  5 or  mnre  graduate  semester  hours  in  the 
last  4 years, 

10)  It  is  recommended  that  definite  and  direct  steps  be  taken  to 
provide  to  the  students  through  some  community  agency,  information  relative 
to  Family  Living  in  the  20th  Century. 

11)  it  is  recommended  that  a breakfast  program  on  the  same  basis 
as  the  present  lunch  program,  be  organized. 


79 

02 


12)  It  is  recommended  that  in  order  to  obtain  the  maximum,  services 
from  the  nucleus  of  excellent  teachers  in  LISD,  that  two  committees  be 
formed  from  these  teachers, 1)  To  formulate  a non-graded  system  for  the 
purposes  of  making  more  evident  the  process  of  the  individualization  of 
instruction  and  for  evaluating  student  progress,  without  placing  the 
stigma  of  failure  on  those  who  do  not  learn  quite  as  fast  as  some  others 
do.  2)  To  organize  a junior  high  and  senior  high  scnool  program  that 
embraces  large  group  and  small  group  instruction  and  independent  study* 
without  resorting  to  team  teaching.  There  just  does  not  appear  to  be 
a sufficiency  of  qualified  teachers  for  team  teaching  to  become  a 
reality.  ’ 

1 q)  It  is  recommended  that  no  teacher  be  permitted  to  require  the 
purchase  by  any  student  of  any  item  that  does  not  clearly  and  directly 
enhance  the  learning  environment  of  the  student. 

14)  It  is  recommendta  that  in  order  to  establish  the  efficacy 
of  the  present  curriculum  that  a through  follow-up  study  be  made  of 
at  least  two  graduation  classes,  with  a spread  in  years  between  such 
classes  of  at  least  four  years,  with  the  following  objectives  as  a 
crucial  part  of  the  study. 

1)  What  percentage  of  the  high  school  graduates  continued 
into  post  high  school  programs  and  what  percentage  did  not? 

2)  What  types  of  programs  were  selected  by  continuers? 

3)  What  reasons  were  given  by  graduates  for  deciding  to  continue 
their  education  and  for  choosing  particular  post  high  school 
programs  and  why  did  some  choose  not  to  continue? 

4)  What  percentage  of  those  entering  post  high  school  programs 
completed  programs  and  what  percentage  discontinued? 

5)  Are  there  discernible  common  factors  which  characterize 
continuers  in  contrast  with  non-continuers  such  as?  sex, 
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size  of  family i facility  in  ethnic  language,  education  of 
parents,  number  and  type  of  schools  attended,  repetition  of 
grades  or  subjects,  favorite  subject  in  high  school,  and 
favorite  activity  in  school? 

6)  What  were  the  sources  of  financial  assistance  to  continue 
training  or  education? 

7)  How  do  Mexican-American  graduates  evaluate  their  high  school 
experience  in  the  light  of  the  following: 

a.  The  value  of  their  high  schcjl  experience  in  relation  to  their 
present  status? 

b.  The  extent  and  effectiveness  of  guidance  and  counseling 
received  in  high  school?  . 

c.  The  encouragement  they  receive  to  continue  training? 

d.  Changes  which  they  consider  desirable  in  the  high  schools 
they  attended? 

e.  The  paths  they  would  follow  if  they  could  retrace  their 
steps  in  public  schooling  and  post  high  school  programs. 

f.  The  influences  their  high  school  associates  exerted  upon 
their  post  high  school  plans? 

g.  Their  opinions  as  to  why  some  of  their  fallow  grade  12 
students  did  not  graduate? 

h.  Their  impressions  of  prejudice  through  experience  or 
observation  and  its  effect  upon  their  post  high  school 
Plans  and  achievement? 

i.  Their  definitions  of  success,  and  the  percentage  who 
consider  themselves  successful? 

8)  What  curriculum  additions,  deletions  or  changes  seem  necessary 
in  the  light  of  the  data  obtained  in  objectives  1 through  7,  if 
the  graduate  is  to  be  able  to  take  advantage  of  the  actual 
opportunities  open  to  him,  as  opposed  to  the  theoretical  ones? 

15)  It  is  recommended  that  there  be  organized  an  in  service 
program  that  makes  use  of  the  experiences  of  a number  of  professional 
persona* qualified  to  convey,  to  the  teachers  and  administrators 
presently  and  virtually  entirely  concerned  with  the  things  of  schooling, 
the  spectrum  of  learning  as  an  attitudiual , behavioral,  process 
formulation. 
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— - reasons  students  dropout made  by  teachers-- 21 

school  changes  needed  stated  by  teachers 25 

reasons  students  dropout made  by  grade  12  students 37 

grade  12  student  reasons  for  remaining  in  school 49 

— - school  changes  needed  stated  by  grade  12  students 61 

reasons  students  dropout made  by  GED  students 65 

— GED  students  reasons  for  remaining  in  school 69 

school  changes  needed  stated  by  GED  students 73 

reasons  students  dropout made  by  teachers,  grade  12 

and  GED  students  74 

- — reasons  for  remaining  in  school  made  by  grade  12  and 

GED  students * 75 

school  changes  needed  stated  by  teachers,  grade  12  and 

GKD  students 76 


i\ 

A 

J 


tA 
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Addendums 


Addendum  Number 


Area  of  Concern 


I teachers  L appraisal  of  dropout  factors 

Addendum  Table  I teacher  results  on  MTAI 

IX grade  12  students*  appraisal  of  dropout  factors 

III  grade  12  students*  thoughts  on  becoming  a dropout 

IV  grade  12  students*  thoughts  on  needed  skills 

V  grade  12  students*  thoughts  on  remaining  in  school 

VI  grade  12  students*  thoughts  on  school  changes  needed 

VII — — — - — GED  students  appraisal  of  dropout  factors — 

VIII  GED  students*  thoughts  on  their  having  been  dropouts 

IX  GED  students*  thoughts  on  needed  skills 

X  GED  r tudents  * thoughts  on  remaining  in  school 

XI  GED  students*  thoughts  on  having  returned  to  school 

XII  GED  students*  thoughts  on  school  changes  needed 


25a 
25e 
37a 
37e 
49a 
49J 
61a 
65a 
65d 
69a 
69J 
69  f 
73a 


*Synthesis  and  analysis  of  quantitative  data* 


il 


96 


BEBRTS  WORLD 


c >*•*»  NU>  >*•  * **  ’ 

'MAMtfD?  / Mn'l  •***  h*r  tkt  w*»  HfCWAWT 


K 


tr 


f?  - 

o 

KLC 


9 V 


I 


TABLE  I 


DROPOUT  GIRLS  PREGNANT  PRIOR  TO  DROPPING  SCHOOL 
(PPDS)  BY  AGE  ( >29) 


Age 

X 

13 

3<5 

14 

10.5 

15 

17.0 

16 

17.0 

17 

17.0 

18 

24.5 

x9 

10.5 
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TABLE  II 


SWOT™**** 


DROPOUT  GIRLS  PREGNANT  PRIOR  TO  DROPPING  SCHOOL 
(PPDS)  BY  GRADE  (N-29) 


Grade 


X 


5 

6 
7 
S 
9 

10 

11 

12 


10.0 

7.0 

14.0 
7.0 

17.0 

14.0 

21.0 

10.0 


i 


i 

! 


o 
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TAbl.E  III 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  DROPOUT  GIRLS  PREGNANT  PRIOR  TO  DROPPING  SCHOOL  (PPDS) 
BY  GRADE  & YEARS  OVERAGE  IN  GRADE  (N-29) 


Grade 


Years  Overage  in  Grade 
12  3 4 


Overage 
By  Grade 
l 


10.0 


7.0 


14.0 


7.0 


17.0 


10 


11 


14.0 


21.0 


12 


Overage 
Years  X 28.1 


20.3 


24a 


17.2 


10.3 


10.0 


3 
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TABLE  IV 


GIRLS  PREGNANT  PRIOR  TO  DROPPING  SCHOOL  (PPDS) 
BY  GRADE,  AGE,  & YEARS  OVERAGE  IN  GRADE* 
(N-29) 


Overage 


Grade 

Age  and 

Years  Overage 

iii  Grade 

by  Grade 

% 

5 

(13-2) 

(14-3) 

(15-4) 

10.0 

6 

06-4) 

(16-4) 

7.0 

7 

(15-2) 

(15-2) 

(16-3) 

(16-3) 

14.  0 

8 

(14-0) 

(15-1) 

7.0 

9 

(14-0) 

(15-0) 

(17-2) 

(17-2)  (18-3) 

17.0 

10 

(16-0) 

(17-1) 

(18-2) 

(19-3) 

14.0 

11 

(17-0) 

(17-0) 

(18-1) 

(18-1)  08-1)  09-2) 

21.0 

12 

(18-0) 

08-0) 

(10-1) 

10.0 

*(0-0)  Each  bracket  signifies  1 girl  PPDS.  First  number 
enclosed  In  bracket  refers  to  chronological  age;  second  number 
to  years  overage  in  grade. 
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TABLE  V 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  DROPOUTS  BY  AGE  AT  DATE  OF  DROPPING  SCHOOL 

(N-160) 


Age 

Girls  (N-80) 

% 

Boys  (N-80) 

% 

Girls  and  Boys 

X 

10 

1.25 

.6  25 

11 

12 

1.25 

.625 

13 

1.25 

2.50 

1.85 

14 

5.00 

2.50 

3.75 

15 

12.50 

11.25 

11.80 

16 

18.75 

23.75 

21.50 

17 

23.75 

21.25 

22.50 

18 

18.75 

22.50 

20.50 

19 

15.00 

2 50 

8.74 

20 

3.75 

3.75 

3.75 

21 

6.25 

3.12 

22 

2.50 

1.25 

o 

ERIC 


TABLE  VI 


distribution  of  dropouts  by  grade  at  date  of  dropping  school 

(N-160) 


Grade 

Girls  (N-80) 

Boys  (N-80) 

Girls  and  Boys 
% 

% 

% 

1 

2 

3 

2.50 

1.25 

4 

5.00 

1.25 

3. 12 

5 

11.25 

17.50 

14.26 

6 

6.25 

8.75 

7.50 

7 

16.25 

25.00 

20.62 

8 

10.00 

6.25 

8.25 

9 

15.00 

11.25 

13.36 

10 

13.75 

15.00 

14.26 

11 

16.25 

12.50 

14.26 

12 

3.75 

2.50 

3.12 

6 
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TABLE  VII 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  DROPOUTS  BY  YEARS  OVERAGE  IN  GRADE 

(N-160) 


Years 

Overage 

Girls  (N-80) 
% 

Boys  (N-80) 
% 

Girls  and  Boys 
% 

0 

11.25 

8.75 

10.00 

1 

16.25 

5.00 

10.62 

2 

18.75 

22.50 

20.62 

3 

23.75 

17.50 

20.62 

4 

15.00 

17*50 

16.32 

5 

5.00 

17.50 

11.25 

6 

5.00 

8.75 

6,83 

7 

2.50 

2.50 

2.50 

8 

1.25 

.62 

9 

1.25 

.62 
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TABLE  VIII 


. . ... 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  DROPOUT  GIRLS  BY  GRADE  AND  YEARS  OVERAGE  IN  GRADE 

(N-80) 


i 

) 


l 

) 


H 

\ 


-i 


1 


K 


Grade  Years  Overage  in  Grade  Overage 

By  Grade 


0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

3 

6 

7 

8 

9 

% 

3 

1 

1 

2.3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5,0 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

: i 

11.2 

6 

2 

3 

6.2 

7 

1 

3 

4 

4 

l 

16.2 

8 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

10.0 

9 

2 

1 

3 

4 

2 

15.0 

10 

2 

4 

2 

2 

1 

13.7 

11 

2 

5 

4 

2 

16.2 

12 

2 

1 

3.7 

Overage 
Years  X 

11.2 

16,2 

18.8 

23.8 

13.0 

3.0 

3.0 

2.3 

1.2 

. 1.2 

f4 


rf 


8 
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TABLE  IX 


DISTRIBUTION  OP  DROPOUT  BOYS  BY  GRADE  AND  YFARS  OVERAGE  IN  GRADE 

(H- 80) 


Grade  Years  Overage  in  Grade  Overage 

Grade 


4 

0 

1 

2 

3 

A 

1 

5 

6 

7 

% 

1.2 

5 

2 

6 

4 

2 

17.5 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

8.7 

7 

1 

5 

3 

4 

3 

1 

25.0 

8 

3 

4 

1 

6.2 

9 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

11.2 

10 

2 

2 

5 

1 

2 

15.0 

11 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

) 2 . 5 

12 

1 

1 

2.5 

)verage 
fears  X 

8.7 

5.0 

22.5 

16.2 

18.7 

17.5 

8.7 

2.5 

9 
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TABLE  X 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  DROPOUT  GIRLS  AND  BOYS  BY  GRADE  AND  YEARS  OVERAGE 

IN  GRADE  (N-160) 


Grade 


Yea rs  Overage  in  Grade 


Overage 
By  Grade 

% 


1.2 


3.1 


14.2 


7.5 


20.5 


10 


8 1 
13.3 

I4T2 


11 


12 


Overage 
Years  X 10.0 


10.6 


20.4 


19.8 


16.7 


11.7 


6.8 


2.5 


.62 


.62 


14.2 


3.1 


10 


TABLE  XI 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  ELEMENTARY  STUDENTS  BY  GRADE  AND  YEARS 


OVERAGE 

IN  GRADE  AS 

OF  1 SEPTEMBER  1969 

(N-1446 ) 

Years 
Overage 
in  Grade 

Grade  I 
(N-337) 
# 

Grade  II 
(N-359) 
if 

Grade  III 
(N-355) 

0 

Grade  IV 
(N-395) 
t 

Total 
(N-458) 
By  Years 
Overage 
% 

Total 
(N-1446) 
By  Years 
Overage 
% 

1 

18 

64 

105 

92 

61.1 

20.0 

2 

2 

15 

35 

56 

23.5 

7.5 

3 

3 

4 

21 

21 

10.7 

3.5 

4 

1 

2 

5 

10 

3.9 

1.5 

5 

0 

0 

0 

2 

.4 

.05 

6 

0 

0 

0 

2 

.4 

.05 

Total  #'s 

24 

85 

166 

183 

Grand  Total 

458 

32.7 

# Overegc* 
in  Grade  Z 

7.1 

23.7 

46.8 

46.3 

II 
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TABLE  XII 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  1969—70  MARTIN  HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADE  12  STUDENTS 
BY  YEARS  OVERAGE  IN  GRADE  AS  OF  1 SEPTEMBER  1969*  (N-490) 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

l 

3 

i 

i 


Years 

Overage 

Girls  (N-265) 
% 

Boys  (N-225) 
% 

Girls  and  Boys 
% 

0 

52.1 

41.6 

47,3 

1 

29.0 

34.0 

31.5 

2 

13.0 

18.6 

15.8 

3 

2.6 

4.5 

3.5 

4 

2.2 

1.3 

1.8 

5 

1.1 

0.0 

.55 

Overage 
in  Grade 

X 

47.9 

58.4 

Total  Overage 
in  Grade  X 

52.7 

*Texa8  Public  School  Law  requires  a pupil  to  be  6 years  of  age 
prior  to  1 September  of  the  year  in  which  he  enrolls  in  school.  Thus 
the  expected  age  on  September  1 of  the  beginning  of  the  senior  year 
would  be  17. 


c*t 

3 


12 
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TABLE  XIII 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  GIRLS  PREGNANT  PRIOR  tO  DROPPING  SCHOOL,  DROPOUT  GIRLS, 
AND  DROPOUT  BOYS  BY  MONTH  OF  DROPPING  SCHOOL  (N-160) 


Girls 

Other 

Girl 

Girl 

Boys 

Gi r 1 s a 

PPDS 

D/o 1 s 

D/o1  s 

D/o's 

Dropo 

(N-29) 

(N-il) 

(N-80) 

(N-80) 

(N-16 

Month 

% 

X 

X 

% 

% 

Sept . 

2.5 

0.0 

2.5 

3.7 

3.1 

Oc  L . 

6.2 

2.5 

8.7 

3.7 

6.2 

Nov. 

1.2 

3.8 

5*0 

3.7 

4.3 

Dec . 

0.0 

0,0 

0.0 

1.2 

.6 

Jan. 

2.5 

6.2 

8.7 

2.5 

6.0 

Feb. 

0.0 

2.5 

2.5 

6.0 

3.7 

March 

3,7 

12.5 

16.2 

21.0 

18.6 

April 

13.7 

10.2 

23.7 

28.2 

26.3 

May  incl. 
Summer  « 

6.2 

26.3 

32.5 

30.0 

31.2 

Total 
(N-80)  X 

Total 
(N-80)  X 

Total 

(N-160)% 

36.0 

+ 64.0  - 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

o 

ERIC 
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TABLE  XIV 


BOYS  STATED  REASONS  FOR  DROPPING  SCHOOL  (N-80) 

% 

Reasons 


Overage  28.75 

Economic  27.50 

Bored  with  school  routine  7.50 

Afraid  they  would  not  pass  7.50 

Clash  with  teachers  or  administrators  7.50 

Too  many  fights  at  school  6.25 

Became  known  as  playboys  5*00 

or  trouble  makers 

To  marry  and  support  wife  2.50 

No  help  from  teachers  2.5C 

School  not  relevant  1.25 

Parents  after  hia  to  study  1.25 

* 

Embarrassed  by  perspiration  1.25 

Personal  Health  (MDfs  direction)  1.25 


14* 

in 

t t 


TABLE  XV 


GIRLS  STATED  REASONS  FOR  DROPPING  SCHOOL  (N-80) 


Reasons  Stated 

% 

PPDS 

36.25. 

Overage 

19.75 

Economic 

9.00 

Care  for  ill  parent 

8.75 

Personal  Health  (HD's  direction) 

6.25 

No  help  from  teachers 

6.25 

Became  discouraged 

5.00 

Clash  with  teachers  or  administrators 

3.75 

Bored  with  school  routine 

3.75 

Molested  by  boys 

1.25 

15 

112 


TABLE'  XVI 


STATED  VOCATIONAL  GOALS  OF  GIRL  DROPOUTS  (N 


Goals 

Secretary 

28, 

Hospital  work 

23, 

Retail  Sales  Clerk 

16 

Public  School  Work 

8 

No  vocational  plans 

6 

Waitress 

3 

Grocery  Cashier 

3 

Bookkeeper 

2 

Delivery  Clerk 

1 

Housemaid 

1 

Librarian 

1 

Beautl  lan 

1 

Repetitive  Work 

1 

16 

113 


80) 

75 

75 

,25 

75 

25 

.75 

.75 

.50 

.25 

.25 

.25 

.25 

.25 


TABLE  k/II 


STATED  VOCATIONAL  GOALS  OF  BOY  DROPOUTS  (N-80) 


Goals  X 

Mechanic  23.75 

Electrician  11*25 

Carpenter  10.00 

No  plans  10.00 

Retail  Sales  7.50 

Welder  7.50 

Office  work  6.25 

Bookkeeping  2.50 

Public  work  2.50 

Teacher  2.50 

Lawyer  2.50 

Male  nurse  1.25 

Graphic  artist  1.25 

Telephone  Company  installer  1.25 

Computer  Programmer  1.25 

Janitor  1.25 

Butcher  1.25 

Fashion's  designer  1.25 

Mathematician  1.25 

Heavy  equipment  operator  1.25 

Railroad  Brakeman  1.25 

Truck  delivery  work  1.25 

17 
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table  mu 


RAXING  OF  REASONS  FOR  STUDENTS  DROPPING  OUT  OF  SCHOOL  MADE 
" BY  MALE  TEACHERS  (N~20) 


Teacher  Interviewee  # 


leason: 


Desire  to  get  a 
job  A have  some 
money 

Failure  to  see 
any  relevance 
of  curriculum 
to  future  em- 
ployment 

Feeling  of 
failure  and 
hopelessness 
resulting  from 
failing  grades 

Persuasion  of 
out-ofrachool 
friends  to 
leave  school 

Pregnancy 

Lack  of  adequate 
clothing 

Personal  clash 
with  teachers 
as  authority 
figures 

Lack  of  individual 
or  group  counseling 
or  other  supportive 
services 


1 2 


6 6 


7. 


2 1 6 


10, 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15, 16 


16 


19 


20 


14.8 


14.7 


20.8 

12.6 

3.6 

6.0 
12.4 
15.  J 


18 

115 


u 
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TABLE  XIX 


RATING  OF  REASONS  FOR  STUDENTS  DROPPING  OUT  OF  SCHOOL  MADE 
BY  FEMALE  TEACHERS  (N-20) 


Teacher  Intervlevee  if 


% 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12  J 

13 

i*i 

15 

16  J 

17  J 18 

19;20 j 

Reason: 

Desire  to  get  a 
job  5 have  some 
money 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

2 

1 

6 

4 

3 

• 3 

2 

1 

1 

6i 

1 

2' 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

3 

1 4 

i 

5 

Failure  to  see 
any  relevance 
of  curriculum 
to  future  em- 
ployment 

4 

3 1 

2 

4 

4 

3 

4 

4 

1 

5 

2 

3 

3 

1 

lj 

| i 

j 1 

1 

1 

3 

i 

1 

! 

2 

4 

I 

j 

i 

6 

2i 

feeling  of 
failure  and 
hopelessness 
resulting  from 
failing  grades 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

l 

2 

1 

6 

1 

1 

i 

1 

■ 

i 2! 

1 

1 

1 ! 

j ] 
, ! 

3 

; 

1 

1 ' 

! , 
: i 

i 

1 3 

i 

! 

• 

3 

2 

1 

i 

3 

1 

1 

1 

! 1 

i i 

i[ 

Persuasion  of 
out-of-school 
friends  to 
leave  school 

5 

6 

5 

6 

5 

6 

5 

i 

8 ! 

1 8 

I 

4 

4 

i 

1 

7 

\ j 

6 

; I 

4 

! | 
; 

5 

| 

; t 

i i 

6! 

1 

i 

6 

f 

i 

! i 

i 

8 

1 

. ! 
i 

i 

7 

Pregnancy 

8 

8 

7 

8 

7 

8 

7 

! 

3 

! 

I7 

8 

1 

1 7 

8 

i 

t 8 
| 

8 

8 

I 

I 7 

8 

| 7 

8 

Lack  of  adequate 
clothing 

7 

7 

8 

7 

8 

6 

6 

7 

5 

2 

8 

6 

i 

| 4 

7 

4 

J 

i 

4 

I 

i ! 

8 

i 1 

, 7 

i 

i5 

| 6 

Personal  clash 
with  teachers 
as  authority 
figures 

6 

5 

6 

5 

3 

5 

8 

2 

3 

7 

I 

* 

j 

j 

5 

4 

1 

5 

5 

7 

5 

i 

1 4 

i 

; i 
i ! 

i 

1 6 

1 

i 

i 

2 

[ ! 

i 

' 3 

Lack  of  individual 
or  group  counceling 
or  other  supportive 
services 

1 

4 

4 

2 i 

2 

1 

3 

i 

5 

i 2 

6 

6 

5 

7 < 

i 

2<  6| 

7i 

i 

i 

, 5 

i 

i 

i 

i 

is; 

i 

1 1 1 

| ! 

i 4 , 

17.3 


16.6 


18.7 


8.4 


4.4 


7.6 


LI. 4 
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TABLE  XX 

RATING  OF  REASONS  FOR  STUDENTS  DROPPING  OUT  OF  SCHOOL  MADE 
BY  MALE  AND  FEMALE  TEACHERS  (N-4n) 


i ... 
i 


Cumulative*  Cumulative* 

Response  Response 

Rating  Order  Percentage 


Males 

(N-20) 

Reason: 


Desire  to  get  a job  4 

have  some  money  3 

Failure  to  see  any  relevance 
of  curriculum  to  future 
employment  4 

Feeling  of  failure  and  hope- 
lessness resulting  from  failing 
grades  1 

Persuasion  of  out-of-school 
friends  to  leave  school  5 

Pregnancy  8 

Lack  of  adequate  clothing  7 

Personal  clashes  with  teachers 
as  authority  figures  6 

Lack  of  individual  or  group 
counseling  or  other  supportive 
services  2 


Females 

(N-20) 

Males 

(N-20) 

X 

Females 

(N-20) 

X 

2 

14  *8 

17.3 

3 

14  >7 

16.6 

1 

20,8 

18.7 

6 

12.6 

8.4 

8 

3.6 

4.4  • 

7 

6.0 

7.6 

5 

12.4 

. H.4 

4 

15.1 

15.6 

l 


i*  *Pertaining  to  the  sum  of  the  frequencies  of  experimentally  determined 

fi  values  of  a random  variable. 
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TABLE  XXI 

RATING  OF  REASONS  FOR  STUDENTS  DROPPING  OUT  OF  SCHOOL  MADE  BY 
ALL  TEACHERS  (N-40) 


Reason: 

Cumulative* 
Response 
Rating  Order 
All  teachers 
(N-40) 

Cumulative* 
Response 
Percentage 
All  teachers 
(N-40) 

% 

Desire  to  get  a Job  & 
have  some  money 

2 

16.05 

Failure  to  see  any  relevance 
of  curriculum  to  future 
employment 

3 

15,65 

Feeling  of  failure  and  hope- 
lessness resulting  from  falling 
grades 

1 

19.75 

Persuasion  of  out-of-school 
friends  to  leave  school 

6 

10.50 

Pregnancy 

8 

4.00 

Lack  of  adequate  clothing 

7 

6.80 

Personal  clashes  with  teachers 
as  authority  figures 

5 

11.90 

Lack  of  Individual  or  group 
counseling  or  other  supportive 
services 

4 

15.35 

♦Pertaining  to  the  aum  of  the  frequencies  of  experimentally  determined 
values  of  a random  variable. 
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TABLE  XXII 


RATING  OF  CHANGES  NEEDED  IN  THE  SCHOOLS  TO  REDUCE  DROPOUTS 
AS  STATED  BY  MALE  TEACHERS  (N-20) 


Teacher  Interviewee  if 


1 

2 

3 

■ 4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

nr 

11 

TT 

TT 

14 

15 

i6 

J17 

18 

19 

20 

Additional  counseling 

3 

1 

9 

2 

6 

4 

6 

3 

1 

6 

5 

2 

2 

2 

13 

3 

2 

1 

4 

1 

More  individual 
help  from  teachers 

2 

2 

6 

1 

5 

3 

3 

1 

2 

8 

1 

3 

3 

1 

7 

3 

4 

3 

3 

4 

Work  study  program 
with  weekly  salary 

L3 

10 

12 

9 

1 

8 

12 

9 

5 

5 

13 

1 

4 

3 

2 

4 

12 

1 

6 

6 

Job  training 
program  leading 
to  employment 

1 

3 

1 

4 

2 

1 

5 

2 

6 

1 

6 

4 

5 

4: 

3 

2 

9 

4 

1 

8 

Elimination  of 
some  academic 
subjects 

LI 

.4 

7 

3 

9 

9 

11 

5 

3 

7 

10 

7 

1 

5 

! 

5 

| 6' 

13 

8 

2 

2 

Opportunity  for 
extra  school 
activities  during 
the  school  day 

5 

13 

11 

12 

11 

10 

7 

12 

7 

9 

9 

11 

9 

13 ! 

| 

U 

| 

12 

7 

10 

5 

12 

Additional  after- 
school activities 

8 

7 

10 

13 

13 

11 

8 

10 

12 

13 

12 

12 

13 

9 

I 

12 

13 

S 

11 

7 

13 

Less  Homework 

4 

6 

2 

5 

3 

7 

4 

6 

4 

2 

11 

10 

6 

7 

6 j 

5 

5 

12 

8 

5 

More  understanding 
and  sympathetic 
teachers 

9 

8 

5 

6 

4 

2 

1 

4 

8 

3 

4 

5 

7 

6 

1 

1 

i 

7 

2 

9 

13 

3 

More  male  teachers 

6 

12 

8 

11 

8 

13 

13 

13 

13 ! 13 

i 

8 

8 

12 

8 

u; 

10 

11 

5 

12 

7 

Smaller  class  siaas 

7 

5 

3 

7 

7 

5 

2 

7 

9 ' 

j 

4 

2 

6 

8 

12 

9! 

1 

9 

1 

6 

1 

9i 

1 

i 9 

Smaller  school 
enrollment 

12 

11 

4 

8 

10 

6 

10 

8 

i 

io| 

10 

3 

*i 

10 

11 

{ 

8 

s! 

1 

6i 

» 

< 

10 

1 

i 

10 

Shorter  school  day 

io  1 

9 

13 

10 

I'll 

12  1 

9 

11' 

HI 

11 

7 

uiiii 

10  i 

lO.lli 

10! 

13, 

’1, 

n 
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% 

11.2 

11.6 

7.9 

11.4 

8.2 

5.2 

3.5 

8.9 

9.4 

4.4 

8.3 

6.0 

3.5 


TABLE  XXII? 


RATING  OF  CHANGES  NEEDED  IN  THE  SCHOOLS  TO  REDUCE  DROPOUTS 
AS  STATED  BY  FEMALE  TEACHERS  (N-20) 


Teacher  Inteviewee  # 


! *' . I 


Additional  counseling 

More  Individual 
help  from  teachers 

Work  study  program 
with  weekly  salary 

Job  training 
program  leading 
to  employment 

Elimination  of 
some  academic 
subjects 

Opportunity  for 
extra  school 
activities  during 
the  school  day 

Additional  after- 
school activities 

Less  homework 

More  understanding 
and  sympathetic 
teachers 

More  male  teachers 

Smaller  class  sizes 

Smaller  school 
enrollment 

Shorter  school  day 


te 


fs£ 


V O 

^ERIC 
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TABLE  XXIV 


4 


RATING  OF  CHANGES  NEEDED  IN  THE  SCHOOLS  TO  REDUCE  DROPOUTS 
AS  STATED  BY  MALE  AND  FEMALE  TEACHERS  (N-40) 


ii 


r-1 


[ Rl 

!*  -i 
**■ 


w 


Cumulative* 

Response 
Rating  Order 
Hales  Females 


Cumulative* 
Response 
Percentage 
Hales  Females 


(N-20) 

(N-20) 

(N-20) 

(N-20 

Additional  counseling 

3 

1 

% 

11.2 

X 

12.0 

More  individual 

help  from  teachers 

1 

2 

11.6 

11.6 

Work  study  program 
with  weekly  salary 

8 

3 

7.9 

11.2 

Job  training 
program  leading 
to  employment 

2 

4 

11.4 

11.0 

Elimination  of  some 

academic  subjects 

7 

6 

8.2 

7.9 

Opportunity  for 
extra  school 
activities  during 
the  school  day 

10 

12 

5.2 

4.5 

Additional  after- 

school  activities 

12 

10 

3.5 

4.9 

Less  homework 

5 

8 

8.9 

7.4 

More  understanding 
and  sympathetic 
teachers 

4 

5 

9.4 

8.5 

More  male  teachers 

11 

11 

4.4 

4.6 

Smaller  class  siz*o 

6 

7 

8.3 

7.6 

Smaller  school 

enrollment 

9 

9 

6.0 

5.1 

Shorter  school  day 

13 

13 

3.5 

3,7 

*Pertaining  to  the  sum  of  the  frequencies  of  experimentally  determined 
values  of  a random  variable. 
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TABLE  XXV 


RATING  OF  CHANGES  NEEDED  IN  THE  SCHOOLS  TO  REDUCE  DROPOUTS 

AS  Stated  by  all  teachers  (n-40) 


I 


Additional  counseling 

More  individual 
help  from  teachers 

Work  study  program 
with  weekly  salary 

Job  training 
program  leading 
to  employment 

Elimination  of  some 
academic  subjects 

Opportunity  for 
extra  school  activities 
the  school  day 

Additional  after-school 
activities 

Less  homework 

More  understanding 
and  sympathetic 
teachers 

More  male  teachers 
Smaller  class  sizes 


Cumulative* 
Response 
Rating  Order 
All  teachers 
(N-40) 

1 

2 

4 

3 

7 

during 

10 

12 
6 

5 

11 

8 


Cumulative* 
Response 
Percentage 
All  Teachers 
(N-40) 

% 

11 .60 


11 .60 


9.35 


11  * 20 
8.05 


4.85 

4.20 

8.15 

9.15 
4.50 
7.95 


Smaller  school 

enrollment  9 5.55 

Shorter  school  day  13  3.65 


♦Pertaining  to  the  sum  of  the  frequencies  of  experimentally  determined 
values  of  a random  variable. 
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ADDENDUM  I 


Individually  Written  Responses  To  Survey  Of  Teachers  Questionnaire  Item 


Questionnaire  Item. 

Most  of  the  above  factors  are  the  overt  symptoms  resulting 
from  personal,  motivational,  and  attitudinal  characteristics 
of  the  student  and  from  the  influence  of  his  environment. 

Please  deal  in  depth  with  your  assessment  of  the  major  factors 
wlich  led  to  the  student  dropping  out  of  school  and/or  any 
changes  that  might  tend  to  reduce  the  number  of  dropouts. 

Verbatim  written  responses: 

1.  "The  Administrators  should  be  well  aware  of  all  types  of 
students  *nd  know  the  needs  of  the  community.  The  curriculum 
should  be  related  to  future  employment.  The  role  of  teachers 
should  be  that  of  more  of  a counselor,  someone  ready  to  lend 
a helping  hand  - no  preaching.  After  proper  counseling  and 
upon  recommendation  of  counselor,  student  should  be  encouraged 
to  follow  either  acad.  or  voe,  route  and  classes  should  be  set 
up  to  meet  his  needs. 

2.  The  type  of  student  found  mostly  in  Laredo,  comes  from  a low- 
inco&e  family  and  has  been  deprived  of  many  opportunities 
because  of  an  over-size  family  who  has  to  be  fed,  clothed, 
etc.  The  student,  then,  upon  reaching  a certain  age  feels  the 
pressure  and  demands  of  society  and  reaches  out  to  what  he 
feels  is  the  only  solution  to  his  problem  — drop  school  and 
get  a Job. 

3.  The  reason  for  withdrawing  in  the  cases  with  which  I am  familiar, 
sterned  from  domestic  rather  than  scholastic  factors.  All  changes 
to  financially  help  the  student  would  aid  in  solving  the  problem. 
These  changes  would  create  a more  inviting  personal  atmosphere 
for  the  potential  dropout. 

Host  of  th  i students  that  have  dropped  were  failing  in  two  or 
more  subjects. 

5 / Closbr  relation  between  teacher  and  administrators *will  greatly 
increase  reduction  of' drops  simply  because  teachers  and 
administrators  will  know  what  the  goal  is  and  how  much  work  it 
really  is  to  teach.  It  seats  that  administrators  have  forgotten 
all  the  little  detail  of  teaching  simply  stick  teachers  with  work. 

The  teacheTe  should  have  more  understanding  and  be  more  sympathetic 
toward  students.  Teachers  eambd  fee  Involved  along  with  administrator 
with  helping  the  potential  dropout. 


25a 

123 


• xmmxgm  -*irt  #1  mmm  1 1 1 m ■ 


: ■wsi**'*  A\L 


6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 


10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 


15. 

16. 


17. 


We  have  to  be  so  socially  rigid  that  we  penalize  everyone 
who  does  not  fit  the  narrow  minded  ways  of  the  community 
that  the  administrator  enforces  in  the  schools.  I really 
believe  many  good  students  drop  out  because  of  this* 

Broken  home  - leaving  with  relatives,  money  to  buy  and  keep  a 
car,  slow  learners  - need  more  attention. 

Want  to  get  married. 

The  administration  of  school  is  actually  where  the  reorganization 
should  start,  setting  up  a program  with  a committee  of  each 
teachers  and  counselors.  Then  set  up  a curriculum  for  them  such 
as  vocational  courses.  These  students  don't  want  to  learn  facts 
in  history  or  science  but  rather  want  to  work  with  their  hands. 
Teachers  should  recognize  the  fact  that  these  students  dropped 
because  of  our  attitudes  toward  then.  Morning  classes  should 
be  emphasized  on  a few  academic  courses  and  the  afternoons 
should  be  vocational  courses  or  vice  versa. 

Students  at*e  overage  for  their  grade  level. 

Needs  better  elementary  school  training. 

The  principal  of  this  school  tries  to  force  all  the  students 
to  fit  the  procrustean  bed.  Those  that  do  net  are  soon  forced 
to  drop. 

Students  being  overage  for  their  grade  level. 

Some  students  drop  out  of  school  because  their  foundation  for 
the  courses  is  inadequate  and  they  cannot  do  the  work.  Repeated 
failure  is  very  discouraging.  Some  do  not  have  the  I.Q.  which 
is  needed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  course.  Placing 
these  students  in  vocational  courses  might  keep  him  in  school. 

Make  the  lessons  interesting  and  meaningful  so  the  student  wants 
to  stay  in  school. 

Perhaps  a contributing  factor  is  that  of  the  student's  desire  to 
have  some  money  in  his  pocket  and  to  get  employment.  This  appears 
to  provide  a feeling  of  "being  a somebody"  it  may  be  an  emphasis 
on  vhat  money  can  buy  the  material  things  that  we  seek  in  life. 

Administrator  should  b^  an  academician  first  and  an  administrator 
record.  Demythol igize  the  curriculum,  I believe  in  the 
claasroom  teacher  in  the  traditional  role  as  teacher  and 
administrator,  and  now  with  a new  role  a9  motivator  of  interest. 
Evening  classes  might  be  helpfril. 

Moat  students  in  our  school  belong  to  the  lower  social  class. 
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18. 


pwcacs^ZKWTT *7!-srn 


Their  parents  did  not  finish  their  school  therefore  the  home 
environment  does  not  help  the  child  in  his  school  work.  As 
a result,  the  child's  grades  are  low,  and  he  becomes  discouraged 
with  failure. 

19.  Compounding  poor  English  skills  and  intimidation  (and  lack  of 
humanism  on  part  of  the  teachers). 

20.  The  student's  lack  of  skill  in  the  use  of  English  is  I feel,  the 
major  facet  in  his  decision  to  drop  out. 

21.  Students  should  have  more  say  so  in  the  way  the  school  is  run  and 
there  should  be  less  subject  matter  and  more  courses  that  will 
help  them  once  they  get  out  of  school.  We  need  more  sympathetic 
and  understanding  teachers. 

21.  Lack  of  motivativation , lack  of  interest  by  some  teachers. 

23.  I think  the  lack  of  individual  or  group  counseling  or  other 
supportive  services  is  one  of  the  main  factors  for  dropout  because 
it  is  at  advice  of  need  and  help  that  a student  should  be  helped 
and  encouraged  so  as  not  to  drop  from  school.  When  the  child 
feels  let  down  other  things  and  teachers  seem  to  be  against  him 
and  he  cannot  take  it  anymore  and  therefore  gives  up. 

24.  "Parents"  couldn't  care  less  if  their  children  get  an  education 
or  not. 

25.  Students  dropped  out  of  school  without  ever  knowing  that  their 
future  has  been  partially  cut  off  merely  because  of  the  attitude 
they  have  toward  school.  In  other  words  they  have  refused  to 
learn  and  have  lost  the  real  meaning  of  "education" 

26.  Student  fell  into  poor  study  habits  at  an  early  age  then  he  failed 
to  acquire  a solid  foundation  in  English  and  arithmetic.  He  was 
promoted  - Justly  or  otherwise,  (Perhaps  it  was  not  his  fault 
that  his  foundation  is  a handicap  - perhaps  he  is  the  victim  of 
poor  teaching).  In  any  event  he  was  pushed  along  until  he  reached 
high  school.  Once  in  high  school  he  finds  himself  in  deep  water 
without  having  learned  to  swift,  fie  is  under  pressure  to  mend 
his  poor  study  habits,  acquire  a better  foundation  and  at  the 
same  time  learn  new  concepts  and  skills.  He  is  of  an  age  he  is 
under  social  pressure  to  keep  up  with  his  peers.  He  is  older 
than  his  classmates.  He  is  faced  with  an  almost  insurmountable 
task.  IS  it  any  wonder  he  considers  getting  a full  time  Job  in 
order  to  buy  a second-harid  car. 

27.  A communication  gap  in  the  very  early  grades  led  to  poor  school 
work.  With  overcrowded  conditions  the  children  could  not  be  given 
enough  individual  attention,  so  vete  failed,  failed  again,  and 
finally  passed  on  because  of  age  when  they  had  already  lost  all 
hope  and  interest. 
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28.  My  conclusion  as  to  the  reasons  why  studentd  drop  out  of  school, 

are  as  follows:  (1)  consecutive  failures  in  classroom  activities, 

which  eventually  leads  then  to  lose  Interest  in  school  completely 
and  either  become  discipline  cases  or  seek  a job  where  they  will 
succeed.  (2)  some  students  get  too  old  for  their  grade  level 

and  are  surrounded  by  younger  and  smarter  students,  therefore  not 
Interested  enough  in  all  subjects.  (3)  some  students  are  and 
get  consequently  bored  in  all  areas  of  school.  <4>)the  administration 
of  this  school  never  supervises  the  teaching  in  the  classroom. 

29.  ,ack  of  self-confidence  in  setting  lew  goals  for  themselves. 

30.  Definitely  the  curriculum  should  be  geared  to  fit  the  needs  of 
these  dropouts.  Courses  that  will  prepare  them  for  the  Jobs 
should  be  given  to  them. 

31.  Sometimes  the  dropout  students  don't  get  the  proper  counseling 
from  the  counselor  and  teachers.  We  teachers  don't  have  patience 
enough  to  listen  to  them.  The  state  should  set  up  a program  for 
eeaaaellng  these  students.  The  state  should  eliminate  some 
academic  subjects  and  introduce  vocational  courses. 

32.  Students  do  not  see  any  relation  between  their  school  work  and 
what  they  will  be  doing  once  they  leave  school. 

33.  Intimidation  of  student  in  non-premedit lted  way  as  a function  of 
cultural  control. 

34.  These  students  need  to  be  able  to  see  a more  direct  relationship 
between  what  they  are  being  taught  now  and  what  they  will  need 
later  on. 

35.  Smaller  classes  will  start  the  ball  rolling.  With  smaller  classes 
individual  work  can  be  performed  and  if  teacher  runs  Into  a problfca, 
the  counselor  is  there  to  help.  With  understanding  and  sympathetic 
teachers  problems  will  be  at  minimum.  Homework  is  a waste  of 

time  therefore  here  we  can  eliminate  one  frustrating  problem. 

36.  Tnere  ought  to  be  closer  supervision  of  classroom  teachers,  (what 
la  being  taught  and  how).  And  the  curriculum  should  have  more 
relevance  to  future  employment.  The  teachers  should  show  more 
interest  In  the  individual  student  end  have  willingness  to  change 
or  accept  change.  (Try  new  ideas  or  methods  if  the  old  ones  are 
not  doing  the  Job.)  We  need  smaller  classes  and  more  and  better 
counseling. 

37.  Individual  counseling  and  personal  feeling  for  every  student. 

38.  Sm.ller  classes. 

39.  Same  way  of  helping  parents  to  see  importance  of  letting  student 
stay  in  school  all  year. 

40.  Moat  drops  would  stay  in  school  with  better  counseling  and  a job 
placement  department  for  after  school  jobs.* 
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ADDENDUM  TABLE  I 

Rank  Order  Results  By  Grade  From  Minnesota  Teacher  Attitude 
Inventory  of  Elementary  Teachers  (N-*45) 


First  Grade  (N— 11) 

Third  Grade  (N-12) 

72 

59 

63 

58 

62 

NN 

55 

40 

NN 

34 

52 

30 

39 

3 

26 

-1 

6 

-11 

-6 

-13 

-18 

-26 

-23 

-34 

-46 

Second  Grade  (N— 10) 

Fourth  Grade  (N-12) 

All  are  23  points  or 

i&ore  below  NN 

68 

NN 

51 

22 

32 

9 

32 

8 

28 

-4 

22 

-10 

8 

-10 

-1 

-17 

-22 

-36 

-29 

-38 

-35 

-56 

-80 

NN-National  Mora  55.1 
LISD  Norm  36.6 


Rank  Order  of  All  Scores  (N-45) 


63 

62 

59 

58 

55 


52 

51 

40 

39 

34 

32 

32 

30 

28 

26 

22 

22 

9 

8 

8 

6 

3 

-1 

-1 

-4 

-6 

-10 

-10 

-11 

-13 

-17 

-18 

-22 

-23 

-26 

-29 

-34 

-35 

-36 

-38 

-46 

-56 

-80 


25e 


TABLE  XXVl 


RATING  OF  REASONS  FOR  STUDENTS  DROPPING  OUT  OF  SCHOOL  M'DE  BY 
MALE  GRADE  TWELVE  STUDENTS  (N-100) 


Student  Interviewee  # 


Reason: 


fresire  to  get  a job 
ft  have  some  money 

Failure  to  s«s 
any  relevance 
of  curriculum 
to  future  em- 
loyment 

Feelipg  of 
failure  and 
hopelessness 
resulting  from 
failing  grades 

Persuasion  of 
out -of -school 
friends  to 
leave  school 

Pregnancy 

Lack  of  adequate 
clothing 

Personal  clash 
with  teachers 
as  authority 
figures 

Lack  of  individual 
or  group  counaellng 
or  other  supportive 
services 


ERIC 
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19J2IL 
3 5 

2 3 

1 4 

7 6 

8 7 

5 8 

4 2 

6 1 


Reason : 

Desire  to  Ret  a 
job  & have  some 
money 


Failure  to  see  any 
relevance  of 
curriculum  to  future 
employment 

Feeling  of  failure 
and  hopelessness 
resulting  from 
falling  grades 

Persuasion  of 
out -of -school 
friends  to 
leave  school 

Pregnancy 

Lack  of  adequate 
clothing 

Personal  clash  with 
teachers 
as  authority 
figures 

Lack  of  individual 
or  group  counseling 
or  other  supportive 
services 


Student  Interviewee  f? 


21 

22 

23 

24 

25  f 

26 

27j 

28 

29 

3rt 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

J36. 

JZ. 

38. 

4 

2 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

2 

3 

8 

1 

3 

4 

1 

3 

5 

4 

5 

6 

3 

5 

6 

1 

5 

4 

1 

1 

5 

5 

8 

7 

4 

1 

3 

3 

2 

4 

5 

2 

2 

4 

3 

1 

3 

2 

6 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

7 

6 

6 

5 

6 

3 

7 

5 

6 

8 

8 

7 

7 

3 

4 

3 

5 

6 

8 

5 

7 

1 

8 

7 

8 

8 

8 

7 

6 

6 

2 

8 

2 

5 

6 

2 

1 

2 

8 

8 

7 

6 

5 

7 

7 

3 

4 

8 

3 

7 

5 

8 

8 

7 

6 

7 

3 

2 

4 

4 

3 

3 

1 

3 

3 

5 

4 

4 

6 

2 

3 

8 

4 
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Student  Interviewee  # 


Reason : 


Desire  to  get  a 
job  & have  some 
money 

Failure  to  see 
any  relevance 
of  curriculum 
to  future  am- 
ploment 

Feeling  of 
failure  and 
hope*  ^ssneaB 
resulting  from 
failing  grade* 

Persuasion  of 
out-of -school # 
friends  to 
leave  school 

Pregnancy 

Lack  of  adequate 
clothing 

Personal  clash 
with  teachers  a* 
authority 
figures 

Lack  of  individual 
or  group  counseling 
or  other  supportive 
services 
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Student  Interview!  .1  # 


Reason: 


Desire  to  get  a Job 
6 have  some 
money 

Failure  to  see  any 
relevance 
of  curriculum 
to  future  em- 
ployment 

Feeling  of 
failure  and 
hopelessness 
resulting  fro© 
falling  grades 

Persuasion  of 
out-of-school 
friends  to 
leave  school 

Pregnancy 

Lack  of  adequate 
clothing 
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as  authority 
figures 
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or  other  supportive 
services 
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TABLE  XXVII 

RATIN3  OF  REASONS  FOR  STUDENTS  DROPPING  OUT  OF  SCHOOL  MADE  BY 
FEMALE  GRADE  TWELVE  STUDENTS  (N-100) 

Student  Interviewee  9 


Reason : 

Desire  to  get  a job 
& have  some  money 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 ? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

[12 

14, 

2 

15! 

1 
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JL7. 
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Failure  to  set 
at.y  relevance 
of  curriculum 
to  future  en- 
loyment . 
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2 

7 
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3 

2 
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failure  and 
hopelessness 
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Student  Interviewee  If 
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Student  Interviewee  ft 


Reason: 


Desire  to  get  a 
job  & have  some 
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Failure  to  see 
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Failure  to  see  any 
relevance 
of  curriculum 
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Pregnancy 
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as  authority 
figures 
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or  other  supportive 
services  ■ 


61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

'66 

[67 

68 

69 

7fij 

71 

[72 

73 

74 

Ui] 

Izd 

77 

78 

79 

[82. 

4 

4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

2 

2 

4 

4 

5 

1 

7 

2 

4 

3 

5 

1 

2 

4 

6 

6 

3 

3 

4 

5 

6 

4 

3 

5 

7 

3 

4 

4 

3 

4 

4 

8 

6 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

6 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

8 

5 

6 

7 

2 

6 

3 

6 

2 

6 

4 

6 

3 

8 

7 

8 

7 

2 

3 

5 

. 1 

7 

7 

4 

5 

7 

4 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

5 

7 

8 

2 

8 

6 

4 

6 

7 

8 

8 

6 

8 

8 

7 

1 

8 

2 

3 

4 

8 

1 

5 

5 

2 

3 

8 

7 

5 

1 

4 

5 

6 

2 

5 

5 

5 

8 

1 

7 

6 

6 

2 

6 

6 

4 

5 

3 

3 

3 

5 

8 

7 

3 

8 

8 

6 

1 

2 

5 

1 

5 

6 

7 

3 

7 

7 

8 

34 

136 


TABLE  XXVII  Cont'd 


Student  Interviewee  // 


Reason; 


Desire  to  get  a 
job  & have  some 
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services 


81 

82 

83 

84 

85 

P86 

87 

88 

89j 

|90 

Lai] 

l?2 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

|9? 

IOC 

4 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

6 

5 

3 

8 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

8 

5 

5 

8 

2 

6 

2 

4 

6 

5 

4 

7 

8 

2 

7 

5 

6 

6 

5 

3 

4 

6 

2 

4 

4 

1 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

8 

4 

7 

5 

7 

6 

3 

4 

4 

6 

4 

5 

7 

8 

4 

5 

7 

8 

5 

5 

7 

5 

2 

2 

8 

8 

2 

3 

6 

1 

3 

8 

1 

3 

8 

2 

8 

4 

1 

3 

2 

8 

8 

3 

6 

7 

8 

2 

7 

5 

8 

7 

8 

4 

5 

7 

4 

3 

6 

8 

5 

7 

5 

8 

4 

5 

4 

7 

5 

3 

6 

l 

3 

6 

6 

6 

2 

6 

3 

6 

3 

6 

6 

7 

1 

3 

5 

6 

8 

4 

7 

2 

5 

7 

7 

3 

3 

7 

7 

1 

/ 

1 

35 

137 


TABLE  XXVIII 


RATING  OF  REASONS  FOR  STUDENTS  DROPPING  OUT  OF  SCHOOL  MADE  BY 
MALE  A>D  FEMALE  GRADE  TWELVE  STUDENTS  (N-200) 


Reason: 

Cumulative* 
Response 
Racing  Order 
Males  Females 

(N-100)  (N-100) 

Cumulative* 

Response 

Percentage 

Males  Females 

(N-100)  (N-100) 

% % 

Desire  to  get  a Job  6 
have  some  money 

2 

2 

17.00 

16.38 

Failure  to  see  any  relevance 
of  curriculum  to  future 
employment 

3 

3 

14.73 

12.90 

Feeling  of  failure  and  hope- 
lessness resulting  from  falling 
grades 

1 

1 

18.50 

18.80 

Persuasion  of  out-of^school 
friends,  to  leave  school 

6 

5 

10.10 

10.88 

Pregnancy 

1 

7 

8.15  * 

10.00 

Lack  of  adequate  clothing 

8 

8 

7.60 

8.35 

Personal  clashes  vlth  teachers 
as  authority  figures 

4 

6 

12.75 

10.50 

Lack  of  individual  or  group 
counseling  or  other  supportive 
services 

5 

4 

11.15 

12.19 

*Pertainlng  to  the  sum  of  the  frequencies  of  experimentally  determined 
values  of  a random  variable. 
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TABLE  XXIX 


RAXIJC  OF  REASONS  FOR  STUDENTS  DROPPING  OUT  OF  SCHOOL  MADE  BY 
ALL  GRADE  TWELVE  STUDENTS  (N-200) 


Cumulative* 
Response 
Rating  Order 
All  Students 
(N-200) 


Reason : 


Cumulative* 
Response 
Percentage 
All  Students 
(N-200) 

% 


Desire  to  get  a job  & 
have  some  money 


16.69 


Failure  to  see  any  relevance 
of  curriculum  to  future 
employment 


13.82 


Feeling  of  failure  and  hope- 
lessness resulting  from  failing 
grades 


18.65 


Persuasion  of  out-of-school 
friends  to  leave  school 


Pregnancy 

Lack  of  adequate  clothing 


6 

7 

8 


10. 49 
9.80 
7.98 


Personal  clashes  with  teachers 
as  authority  figures 


11.63 


Lack  of  individual  or  group 
counseling  or  other  supportive 
services 


11.67 


^Pertaining  to  the  sum  of  the  frequencies  of  experimentally  determined 
values  of  a random  variable. 


O 

ERIC 


37 


' T 


139 


ADDENDUM  II 


individually  Written  Responses  To  Survey  Of  Grade  Twelve  Students 
Questionnaire  Item  Ii 


Questionnaire  Item: 

I.  What  are  the  major  reasons  causing  students  to  drop  out  of  school? 

(Rank  those  chosen  in  order  of  importance.) 

i)  Others  (Describe)  Verbatim  Written  Responses: 

1.  "Because  They  have  to  help  the  family  in  order  to  make  a living. 

2.  Some  students  who  have  face  the  problem  of  being  not  able  to 
pass  the  subject  and  they  are  to  blame  in  such  a way  but  not 
only  them  but  their  parents. 

3.  Other  students  drop  out  of  school  because  they  get  tired  of 
school  even  if  they  are  very  passive.  Others  join  the  service 
because  they  think  they  have  a vetter  chance  to  finish  school 
over  there . 

4.  No  support  from  parents  to  stay  in  school. 

5.  Feeling  of  failure  and  lazynees  resulting  from  failing  grades. 

6.  People  just  get  bored  with  told  things. 

7.  To  enlist  in  armed  forces. 

8.  Because  of  short  income  in  household. 

9.  Problems  at  home  with  family  or  parents. 

10.  Not  being  helped  at  home  by  people  who  have  a better  education. 


11.  Not  both  parents. 

12.  Favoritism  by  moat  teachers  towards  their  students.  Lack  of 
understanding  and  sympathetic  with  their  students. 

13.  Lack  of  desire  to  work  and  study  at  home. 

14.  Some  student  Just  don't  know  how  good  education  is  after  spending 
a few  years  out  of  school. 


15.  If  someone  dies  in  the  family  and  the  son  or  daughter  has  to 
work  to  help  the  family* 

16.  Others  may  want  to  drop  school  because  they  like  to  play  lucky 
ard  like  being  free  from  school  duties  or  obligations. 

His  environment,  people  with  which  he  is  affiliated  with  much 
to  do  with  thin,  since  people  from  a low  community  tend  to 
(bum)  around  more. 

18.  School  is  not  the  same  anymore.  Some  Students  don't  take 
seriously. 

19.  Because  1 think  then  is  no  good  work  here  in  Laredo  to  go  to 
college. 

20.  Leek  of  individual  or  group  counseling,  feeling  of  fuilure  and 
hopelessness  resulting  from  failing  grades,  desire  to  get  a 
jcb  and  have  some  money. 

21.  Numerous  and  varied  personal  reasons. 

22.  Possible  feeling  of  being  neglected  at  home.  Not  being  encouraged 
enough  * Of  courae,  tills  may  be  so  because  of  placement  when  born 
(the  middle  child  for  example.) 

23.  Family  problems. 

24.  Desire  to  get  a job  to  h'jlp  your  family  or  younger  brothers  from 
dropping  school. 

25.  Failure  of  other  studies  thereby  preventing  you  from  perauing 
main  course  you  have  chosen. 

?6.  Not  actual  desire,  b*it  need  to  earn  moniy. 

27.  Novela  in  English  classes  are  unnecessary  and  waste  of  time,  how 
is  Macbeth  going  to  help  in  my  job. 

28.  Obedience  to  father  and  mothers  need  for  money  to  go  into  the 
home  is  one  of  the  major  reasons  causing  students  to  drop  out 
of  school. 

29.  No  personal  satisfactions  out  of  being  in  school  (lost  interest) 

30.  Lack  of  advice  from  parents  encouragement  on  their  part  at  a low 
level. 

81.  Teachers  often  make  the  course  uninterested  and  show  no  consideration 
for  those  who  want  to  learn. 

32.  The  most  basic  reason,  1 feel,  is  the  environment  hold  on  the  students1 
life.  If  he  is  poor  he  will  be  more  willing  to  sacrifice  his 
education  to  help  his  family  now  Instead  of  later. 
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33.  Kids  would  rather  run  aroud  town  (eap.  if  own  a car)  than  do 
work  they  get  a falling  grade  and  give  up  ov  decide  to  do  it 
later. 

34.  Having  responsibilities  to  meet  at  home  cause  of  either  parent 
deceased. 

35.  Just  because  they  don't  like  school  at  all. 

36.  Large  family  many  problems. 

37.  Careless  parents  that  won't  advise  their  kids  to  stay  in  school 
for  a better  opportunity  in  the  business  world. 

38.  Sickness  in  family. 

39.  Lack  of  interest  in  study. 

40.  Need  to  work*  problems  at  home  might  lead  to  frustration,  out 
of  vengeance  one  might  leave  school » defy  authority, 

41.  Feeling  of  being  left  out  of  extra  curricular  activities, 

42.  Goes  to  work  to  help  support  family. 

43.  Pressure  from  parents  and  overage. 

44.  Feeling  of  being  left  out  a sense  of  not  belonging  to  the  school. 

45.  Just  wanting  to  get  married. 

46.  Marriage  sometimes  one  may  feel  they  must  get  married  or  lose 
their  lover  forever. 

47.  Need  money  to  help  support  the  family  expecially  if  your  father 
doesn't  have  a Job. 

48.  Must  help  support  family:  student  feels  left  out  from  e group. 

49.  Lack  of  equal  attention  to  all  the  students. 

50.  Problems  at  home,  mothers  not  being  able  to  understand  that 
homework  comes  first  than  housework. 

51.  Age.  Some  students  believe  they  are  too  old  because  for  some 
reason  or  Another  felled  some  school  years. 

52.  Parents  leek  of  understanding  toward  his  or  her  child. 

53.  Inability  to  cowmlcata  with  fellow  students. 
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54.  Having  to  drop  school  early  and  enter  late  due  to  working  as 
a migrant. 
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55.  Maybe  if  they  think  they  are  too  old  stay  in  school  or  maybe 
because  they  want  to  get  married. 

56.  Early  marriage. 

57.  Lack  of  money  for  the  family  and  if  there* s none  but  your  help, 
you  have  to  drop  out. 

58.  Getting  married. 

59.  No  understanding  of  parents.  Taking  care  of  little  sisters  and 
brothers  while  mother  works. 

60.  Pride. 

61.  Marriage.’1 


i 
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ADDENDUM  HI 


Individually  Written  Responses  to  Survey  of  Grade  Twelve  Students 
Questionnaire  Item  II 


Questionnaire  Item: 

II.  If  you  have  ever  serously  thought  of  dropping  out  of  school, 
please  state  briefly  the  reason  or  describe  the  circumstance 
that  csused  you  to  consider  such  action. 

Verbatim  Written  Responses: 

1.  "Yes  once  I did  decided  to  drop  school  for  the  reason  that  I 
need  a Job  after  school  and  can’t  find  one  so  maybe  by  dropping 
school  I could  find  a full  time  job. 

2.  The  feeling  of  failure  and  grades. 

3.  I needed  money  to  buy  my  own  things  and  I did  drop  out  to  get 
a Job  to  have  money. 

4.  The  need  of  more  income  money  to  our  home. 

5.  I have  never  thought  of  dropping  school  because  I have  se-in 
many  people  sufer  working  on  the  fields  eventhough  I have 
stayed  two  times  I still  want  to  find  school, 

6.  Trouble  with  a teacher. 

7.  Needed  to  work  to  help  my  family. 

8.  I did  consider  dropping  school  my  reason  was  pressure  at  home 
to  get  a Job  after  school  so  I could  have  for  what  I ever 
needed. 

9.  Personal  problem  with  the  family  like  lack  of  money  to  support 
family. 

10.  Lack  of  adequate  clothing  and  the  desire  to  earn  money. 

11.  Well*  most  of  the  time  I thought  or  dropping  out  of  school  was 
when  I had  to  do  the  studying  part,  (homework) 

12.  An  embarrassment  of  a personal  matter  In  front  of  the  class. 

13.  The  transition  from  elementary  school  to. Jr.  high. 

14.  I have  thought  of  dropping  school  because  we  are  13  in  om 
family  and  we  haven't  got  jobs*  and  the  only  way  for  me  to  get 


a job  is  to  drop  school  because  wherever  I go  to  find  a Job, 
they  say  we  don't  have  any  parttime  job. 

15.  I have  thought  before  of  dropping  because  of  my  gradea  I was 
making  and  I thought  I was  good  for  school. 

16.  Yes,  I have  thought  of  dropping  school  because  too  much  of 
studying  and  wanted  to  have  a job. 

17.  No  one  really  interested  enough  in  learning  will  ever  seriously 
think  of  dropping  out.  If  they  do  however,  you  can  be  sure  the 
cause  may  be  because  of  the  above  article.  Not  necessarily  in 
the  order  they  are. 

18.  I felt  that  I knew  enough  to  succeed  in  life. 

19.  Some  of  the  days  when  homework  and  grades  get  harder  and  tougher 
gives  me  a feeling  to  kick  school. 

20.  I did  because  I was  doing  bad  in  my  grades,  I wasn't  admitted 
into  football  trsck  etc.  Becfute  of  my  height  I didn't  have 
much  sometimes  I was  on  drugs  1 year  later. 

21.  'Ay  father  had  an  accident  about  a year  and  a half  ago  and  wasn't 
able  to  go  back  to  work  because  he  was  hurt.  Since  we  are 
seven  children  in  the  family,  I wanted  to  get  out  of  school 
because  my  father  was  on  workmen  compensation  and  is  not  enough 
money  for  the  family. 

22.  I have  Consider  dropping  out  of  school  to  help  my  mother. 

23.  My  friend  was  lacking  attention  from  his  parents  and  I wasn't 
but  I was  angry  with  my  father  cau  ;e  he  was  getting  after  me 
and  I wanted  to  Join  the  army.  Be t my  friend  had  already 
graduate  but  didn't  go  to  college  Joined  th3  army.  Finally 
I was  convinced  to  stay  in  school  by  my  parents. 

24.  One  time  when  we  needed  money  for  our  food. 

25.  The  circumstance  of  Irek  of  patience  from  teachers  of  many 
subjects  being  taught  in  school. 

26.  If  my  family  would  be  under  extremely  tight  budget  I would  work 
In  order  to  help  support  my  younger  brothers  and  sisters. 

27.  Complete  loss  of  interest  in  school.  School  is  bored. 

28.  The  desire  to  get  a job  when  there  is  a trouble  at  home  and 
because  some  money  for  financial  aid  to  the  family. 

29.  When  I was  in  six  grade  and  pass  to  seventh  I was  seriously 
going  to  drop  school  because  I am  overage  and  because  I needed 
money  to  help  my  mother  support  the  house. 


30.  Would  have  dropped  In  9th  grade  but  older  brother  started 
to  give  me  money  I needed. 

31.  We  have  a big  family  very  little  money  was  coming  in  and  I 
wanted  to  work  and  dropout  of  school. 

32.  I once  thought  of  dropping  out  of  school  to  help  my  mother 
when  my  father  died^  but  we  were  lucky  to  get  help  and  my 
mother  a good  job. 

33.  Problems  in  the  home.  Problems  such  as  illness  and  one  has  to 
find  a job  to  help  out. 

34.  I did  drop  out,  because  my  parents  moved  outside  the  U.S.  (Mexico) 
but  as  soon  as  we  got  back  I came  to  Mai  tin  and  will  continue. 

35.  I have  never  had  a thought  of  dropping  school.  So  I don*t  know 
exactly  what  causes  a student  to  drop. 

36.  I thought  of  it  once  because  I was  just  bored,  but  reconsidered 
it  because  of  my  future  plans. 

37.  Never  thought  about  it  but  one  in  7th  grade. 

38.  Never  considered  dropping  out  of  school.  Parents  wouldn't  let  me. 

39.  Yes,  because  of  teachers.  Some  are  very  unreasonable. 

40.  Borne  and  desire  for  money. 

41.  I thought  of  dropping  because  .X  lost  my  interest  in  school. 

42.  I was  getting  a little  bored  with  school. 

43.  No,  I have  never  thought  of  dropping  out  from  school,  because 
without  education  I've  seen  how  other  person  have  had  difficulty 
in  getting  a Job. 

44.  I considered  it  because  school  was  boring.  Now  I really  would 
like  to  succeed  In  something. 

45.  1 once  had  the  Idea  of  getting  married  and  dropping  school,  but 
Irm  now  more  interested  in  a better  education  for  a better 
marriage. 

46.  Yes  because  of  teachers  and  principal  who  are  always  pressuring 
a person. 

47.  I have  several  times  considered  dropping  school  because  it  was 
very  hard  for  me  to  work  at  school  and  at  home  all  the  time, 
and  having  a mother  not  able  to  understand  you  are  tired. 

48.  Well,  not  very  seriously  thought  but  home  problems  was  the 
first  thing  that  made  me  think  about  dropping  out  of  school  but 


fourtunately  I didn’t. 

49.  Actually,  I had  never  really  liked  any  subject.  Then  this 
year  my  most  Important  year  (senior)  I had  to  go  and  good 
by  flunking  3 subjects.  All  academic  Biology,  Algebra,  and 
French,  for  awhile  there  I considered  dropping  out  but  I 
thought  of  what  it  would  do  to  my  parents. 

50.  I have  never  seriously  thought  of  dropping  out  of  school,  but 
it  was  embarrassing  to  enter  late  in  the  year  to  a class  where 
everyone  knew  what  was  going  on  except  me. 

51.  Thought  I was  going  to  have  to  get  married  but  was  lucky. 

52.  If  I were  to  drop  out  of  school,  would  be  because  I Just  don't 
like  to  study  snymore. 

53.  Yes,  because  I wanted  to  get  a Job;  but  they  don't  give  me 
part time  job. 

54.  I planned  to  drop  out  of  school  a year  ago  because  of  the  fact 
my  mother  was  needing  money.  But  when  I offered  myself  to  help 
her  she  told  me  I would  be  a greater  help  if  I stayed  in  school 
to  her  and  myself. 

55.  I have  thought  about  dropping  because  I wanted  to  have  more  leisure 
time  and  a Job. 

56.  Because  of  all  the  school  problems,  such  as  going  crazy  doing 
all  the  things  asked  for. 

57.  Yes,  we  need  money  to  support  ourselves,  my  mother  treats  me 
terrible  tells  me  to  get  out  of  the  house.  She  doesn't  trust 
anyone . 

58.  I didn't  like  my  teacher  and  no  one  wanted  to  change  my  schedule. 

59.  I would  drop  school  only  if  I were  to  get  married. 

60.  I waa  falling  like  mad  everything  when  I was  in  elementary,  not 
until  I came  to  junior  high  1 was  surprised  at  myself  to  find 
out  that  1 found  it  easier  on  junior  high  and  high  school  than 
elementary  school,  now  I'm  on  the  honor  society  club  and  this  had 
made  me  make  up  my  mind  to  go  into  college  now." 
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accomplishment 
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10.00 
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Want  to  attend  college 
or  some  form  of  post- 
secondary  pcbooling 

Pressure  from  relatives 


11.78 

6.40 


Friendship  with  a teacher, 
counselor  or  administrator 

Desire  to  learn 


5.66 

13.58 


Extra  curricular 
activities 

Desire  "to  be  somebody" 
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Habit 
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ADDENDUM  IV 


Individually  Written  Responses  To  Survey  Of  Grade  Twelve  Students 

Quest ionnarie  Item  III 


Questionnaire  Item. 

III.  What  single  academic  skill  or  ability  in  your  opinion  makes  the 
most  important  contribution  toward  helping  a student  to  remain 
in  school? 

Verbatim  Written  Responses: 

1.  "Helping  a student  with  some  counseling 

2.  To;  encourage  him  or  her  to  stay  in  school  and  to  help  he  or  she 
in  any  way  for  them  to  graduate 

3.  The  ability  to  learnf  because  learning  is  something  which  is  look 
upon  with  a feeling  that  you  will  achieve  success 

4.  It  would  be  the  desire  to  be  someone  with  a good  Job  money  etc 

5.  The  will  to  better  himself 

6.  Wart  to  attend  college  r some  form  of  post-secondary  schooling 

7.  Well  for  one  thlg  the  parents  tell  us  to  stay  in  school  and  another 
the  teachers  in  school  give  us  a lot  of  enthusiasm 

8.  English  is  the  roost  important  contribution  that  has  help  me  to  remain 
in  school 

9.  Helping  him  find  a Job  after  school 

ltf,  He  must  have  the  attention  by  the  counselor  telling  him  that  he 
must  remain  in  school  in  order  to  be  somebody  in  the  future 

11.  The  single  ability  in  my  opinion  is  to  see  how  my  high  school 
diploma  can  help  in  your  life 

12.  The  optimistic  attitude  of  students  towards  school 

13.  Friendship  communication  with  teachers  and  students  and  the 
encouragemat  and  understanding  and  help  from  teachers 

14.  Telling  it  like  it  is.  Good  or  bad  in  this  case  good 

15.  The  ability  to  get  along  with  your  teacher*  and  fellow  students 

16.  In  my  opinion  keeping  average  or  above  average  will  help  a student 
and  encourage  him  to  remain  in  school. 
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17.  Encouragement  and  help  from  parents 

18.  About  the  work  you* 11  do  in  the  future 

19.  My  reason  is  that  students  come  to  school  to  learn,  but  teachers 
start  critizing  the  students  because  of  their  hair,  the  way  they 
dress,  the  students  drop  out  of  school  because  it  doesn't  seem 
they  can  learn  that  way  but  only  if  teachers  and  principals  would 
stop  doing  that  and  go  ahead  with  the  student's  education 

20.  Encourage  him  to  go  on  don't  give  up  and  help  him  with  his  subjects 
give  him  additional  help 

21.  The  ability  in  my  opinion  that  makes  the  most  important  contribution 
is  to  be  somebody 

22.  Skill  for  learning 

23.  Desire  to  be  somebody 

24.  So  he  can  learn  and  be  sombbody  in  his  fute  and  have  a good  Job 

25.  Want  to  attend  college *or  some  form  of  post-secondary  schooling 

26*  The  thing  that  encourage  me  was  the  grade  in  the  classes 

27.  His  own  desire  to  succeed  in  life 

28.  Showing  the  student  why  he  should  stay  in  school 

29.  Having  good  grades  in  the  past 

30.  I think  that  your  counselor  and  teachers  should  try  to  encourage 
a person  to  stay  in  school  and  achieve  his  goal  to  a higher 
education 

31.  The  ability  to  think  and  listen 

32.  To  get  a good  job  get  a good  education' 

33.  I think  the  most  important  ability  that  makes  the  most  important 
con trlbutlOtl . toward  helping  a student  to  remain  in  schoo  is  the 
desire  to  be  somebody  in  life  and  not  just  to  wast  it 

34.  Pressure  from  parents  and  the  desire  to  learn 

35.  The  skill  of  doing  and  keeping  to  your  'studies  correctly 

36.  His  ability  and  want  to  learn  in  spite  of  large  classes  and  enrollment 

37.  The  ability  to  look  into  the  future  and  understand  the  necesity  to 
learn  a trade  or  profession  in  order  to  have  a successful  future 


38. 

Certain  undrstanding  or  association  with  teachers  that  have  aided 
the  educational  procedure 

39. 

The  ability  to  make  good  grades 

40. 

The  desire  to  learn  and  some  extra  curricular  activities 

41. 

Making  the  rooms  more  comfortable  like  noice  proof  air  conditioning 
new  chairu  no  windows  for  distraction 

42. 

The  better  Jobs  you  can  get  after  you  finish  school 

43. 

The  desire  to  learn 

44. 

I you  are  to  make  a student  stay  in  school  you  should  hlep  him 
improve  his  study  habits 

45. 

Well,  in  my  opinion  I think  its  keep  a student  from  being  absent 
too  much 

46. 

Friendship  with  a teacher  counselor  or  administrator 

47. 

An  important  contribution  toward  helping  a stuent  to  remain  in 
school  are  his  grades 

48. 

Good  teachers  make  students  and  help  them  reamin  in  school 

49. 

Feeling  of  personal  accomplishment 

50. 

Will  power  and  sticking  to  something  until  you  finish  doing  so 
even  if  it  isn't  want  you  enjoy  doing  it 

51. 

Desire  to  learn 

52. 

Teachers  have  to  be  pat^enct  with  the  slower  students 

53. 

Encouragement  from  teachers  by  keeping  track  of  his  progress  and 
strength  In  each  subject 

54. 

By  not  giving  up.  to  get  toward  your  goal 

55. 

By  giving  him  advice  to  stay  in  school 

56. 

The  ability  to  work,  think,  and  accomplish  a goal  in  life 

57. 

I got  to  where  I am  now  because  I wanted  to  be  here  and  finish 
my  school 

58. 

The  ability  to  do  what  one  thinks  is  right 

59. 

The  fact  that  a better  education  lead  to  a better  Job 

60. 

Feeling  of  being  a part  of  the  school 
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61.  Encouragement  of  friends  to  stay  in  school 

62.  To  remain  in  school  so  he  can  get  a good  education  and  a better 
job  to  be  somebody 

63.  To  keep  a student  in  school  we  should  try  to  understand  him  and 
should  place  him  in  the  right  place*  and  give  him  a chance  though 
his  way  of  thinking  and  the  teachers  are  not  the  same 

64.  To  have  vocational  buildings  for  training  in  a job  they  like 

65.  By  advising  him  and  give  him  example  of  what  school  can  do  for 
you 

66.  The  moat  important  contribution  towards  helping  a student  to  remain 
in  school  is  the  support  of  the  parents  and  to  praise  him  for  his 
good  work 

67.  Friendship  withaa  teacher,  counselor  or  administrator 

68.  Good  leadership 

69.  Try  to  understand  the  student  and  help  him  out  with  his  troubles 

70.  For  a student  to  be  in  school  is  to  help  him  get  a better  educaction 
learn  and  for  him  to  get  a better  Job  than  others 

71.  Watit  to  attend  college  or  some  form  of  post- secondary  schooling 

72.  To  study  hard  and  have  a devotion  for  learning  and  to  try  to  learn 

as  much  as  possible  because  it  will  pay  off 

73.  Without  an  education  you  have  a better  chance  to  be  somebody  in 
life 

74.  Life  is  hard  because  lost  of  education 

75.  A teacher  interest  toward  the  student  helps  him  feel  wanted  and 
accepted 

76.  To  get  a job  of  some  sort  after  school  in  order  to  accomplish  two 
things  at  one  time 

77.  The  having  a great  deal  of  will  power  and  a self  mind 

78*  To  get  good  paying  job  you  need  a good  education 

79.  The  effort  of  study  both  in  class  and  at  home 

80*  What  1 think  moa<:  of  all  that  having  good  teachers  who  help  student 
make  plana  for  the  future  by  giving  them  understanding  lessons 


163  •: 

49d 


81.  The  most  Important  factor  that  I believe  helps  a student  to  remain 
in  school  is  the  helpf ul^advicc  from  our  parents  and  close  relatives 

82.  Make  the  courses  more  interested  to  the  students  who  want  to  learn 

83.  The  ability  that  is  most  important  to  a student  in  staying  in 
school  is  his  faith  and  truet  in  people  chat  his  patents,  teachers 
and  counselors  are  telling  him  the  right  thing  to  do 

84.  A student’s  ability  to  keep  a clear  head  to  keep  his  head  above 
water  he  must  be  strong  enough  to  keep  on  trying  no  matter  what 

85.  Reading  and  comprehension 

86.  Helping  him  to  learn  more  and  if  he  is  in  need,  offer  him  a job 

87.  Try  to  talk  to  a student  the  way  a friend  would,  not  like  an  adult 

88.  The  ability  to  learn  told  by  a counselor 

89.  To  have  the  satisfaction  that  you  have  accomplished  12  years  of 
schooling  and  if  you  have  accomplished  12  years  4 more  years  won't 
hurt  so  much 

90.  Because  nowadays  you  must  be  a graduate  n order  to  work 

91.  If  they  have  ambition  of  what  to  expect  when  you  finish  school 

92.  My  desire  to  learn  and  to  make  friends 

93.  Help  them  in  anything  they  need 

i 

94.  The  help  of  teachers  and  your  desire  to  finish  school  and  be 
somebody 

95.  By  explaining  to  him  or  her  the  reasons  why  they  should  <?tay  in  - 
school 

96.  Showing  a student  that  you  really  want  to  help  that  person  become 
somebody 

97.  Giving  him  everything  jn  your  reach  (without  going  into  extremes) 
that  may  help  him  go  through  the  school  years  without  any  difficulty 

98.  The  patience  of  my  teachers  to  explain  over  and  over  until  I am 
in  the  clear 

99.  If  parents  tell  their  children  that  without  education  you  won’t 
be  able  to  help  yourself  in  the  future 

100.  Encouragement  from  parents  but  not  pressure 
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101.  The  ability  to  understand  his  problem 

102.  The  will  of  learning  and  prepare  for  the  future 

103.  To  be  interesting  in  the  study  and  work 

104.  Encouragement  from  parents  in  wanting  and  helping  their  children 
going  through  the  school  years 

105.  Exta  curricular  activities  helps  much  with  the  students  makirg  them 
stay  in  school 

106.  The  want  in  part  of  the  student  to  m3ke  something  of  themsleves. 
Without  high  school  diploma,  a student  will  nut  get  as  a job  as 
one  with  a diploma 

107.  Tne  ability  to  study  and  ambition 

108.  To  get  a better  job 

109.  Deaire  to  get  ahead  ability  and  desire  to  do  the  work  to  accomplish 
it 

110.  Understanding 

111.  His  ability  to  understand  and  if  he  does  not  understand  to  continue 
doing  it  until  he  understands  it 

112.  The  most  important  contribution  is  the  help  that  teachers  give  the 
dtudents 

113.  Host  studetns  remain  in  school  because  they  want  to  learn,  and 
specially  his  desire  to  be  somebody  in  tbi,*  world 

114.  Capable  of  learning 

115.  The  ability  of  learning  and  for  someday  to  be  somebody 

116.  Friendship  and  cooperations  of  teachers  and  friends 

117.  The  ability  to  work  with  oepple  of  my  own  age 

118.  The  teachers  play  the  main  role  in  keeping  a student  in  school. 
Being  able  to  get  along  with  fellow  students 

119..  He  must  be  able  to  got  involved  in  other  activitier  besides  school 
work 

120.  Encouragement  and  reward  for  good  grades 

121.  To  have  friendship  among  the  students 
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1??.  If  the  student  has  An  interest  in  school  he  will  have  pretty  good 
grades.  It  is  theae  grades  that  give  him  the  boost  bhat  he 
needs  to  go  on 

123.  Interested  in  books  and  lessons 

124.  The  desire  to  learn  and  work 

125.  To  encourage  him  to  thimc  of  his  future,  ex.  what  will  become 

of  himself  is  he  going  to  have  a job  or  what 

126.  If  they  want  a good  job  get  a good  education 

127.  Good  communication  between  the  faculty  and  students 

128.  The  ability  of  the  student  to  try  to  study  if  his  parents  are 

(with  a great  sacrifice)  keeping  hi^  in  school.  He  should] try  to 
leem 

129.  The  most  important  contribution  is  for  a teacher  to  make  the  course 
interesting  and  teach  it  well 

130.  The  many  extra  curricular  activities  that  help  give  a person  a sense 
of  responsibility 

131.  The  reason  that  made  me  stay  in  school  are:  My  ambition  to  be 

a somebody,  encouragement  from  teabhers  friends  and  relatives, 
desire  to  learn 

132.  My  opinion  is  always  to  think  twice  before  making  a decision  of 
dropping  because  a person  always  have  to  think  of  the  future 

133.  Help  from  the  teachers  encouraging  the  student  what  education 
really  means  in  this  world  of  today 

134.  All  the  jobs  for  wllch  it  is  needed 

135.  The  ability  to  be  able  to  understand  and  get  along  better  with 
both  teachers  and  fellow  classmates 

136.  To  get  more  pressure  in  persuading  a student  to  learn 

137.  Getting  along  with  the  students  and  teachers;  teachers  and  student 
communication 

138.  For  teachers  to  make  subject  more  interesting  and  |kot  just  read 
tor  hours  and  put  students  to  sleep 

139.  To  work  after  school  and  buy  what 'a  necessary  for  school 

140.  Helping  each  atudant  individually  by  a counselor  and  proving  that 
each  one  is  a*  good  a.  the  other 
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*41.  By  learning  and  attending  school  you  will  know  more  then  you  think 

142.  Have  an  understanding  with  principal  and  teachers 

143.  The  most  important  contribution  should  come  from  the  parents  for 
they  are  the  ones  who  insit  to  much  form  their  children 

144.  Understanding  betwwen  teacher  and  student  and  keep  encouraging  students 
to  stay  in  school 

143.  Want  to  attend  college  or  some  form  of  post  secondary  schooling 

146.  Patience  being  able  to  take  the  good  and  bad  times  as  they  come 
and  never  giving  up  or  getting  bored 

147.  The  importance  of  knowing  that  you  are  wanted  to  remain  in  school 

148.  Belonging  to  some  club  or  organization;  having  a special  friend 
in  a teacher 

149.  Understanding  his  reaction  and  letting  Mim  decide  on  his  own. 

Letting  him  know  he  does  not  have  to  make  something  which  is 
involuntary  in  his  part 

150.  Encouraging  from  his  family  as  well  as  teacher  making  him  understand 
the  real  calue  of  having  an  education 

151.  The  ability  to  go  to  college  and  improve  their  knowledge  further 

152.  The  desire  to  learn  and  better  his  life 

153.  The  ability  to  learn  when  desired 

154.  Make  him  or  her  sae  that  it  really  does  pay  to  have  an  education 

155.  The  subject  or  teachers  should  make  a subject  more  interesting 

156.  My  opinion  would  be  to  stay  in  school  because  that  way  he  will 
have  a good  job 

157.  The  curiosity  of  learning  new  things 

158.  tie  11  the  chance  that  they  can  learn  more  and  also  to  have  their 
diploma  for  a good  paying  job 

159.  Helping  him  to  become  a better  American 

160.  To  my  ability  some  teachers  should  contribute  more  because  of  the 
fact  that  some  don't  care  about  some  students  Just  because  they 

. lc^k  or  dress  poorly  that  is  what  1 have  express  sortie  thinga  like 
this  is  my  pat  school  years 
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161.  The  ability  of  really  wanting  to  go  to  school 

162.  The  most  important  contribution  is  the  help  from  the  teachers  and 
the  students  desire  to  learn 

163.  My  opinion  helping  him  or  her  on  his  school  work  try  to  talk  to 
him  on  learning  more  about  what  he  likes  more 

164.  For  the  faculty  to  help  the  students  in  their  work  so  that  they 
can  understand  it  better 

165.  Giving  him  all  the  help  he  needs  to  remain  in  school 

166.  The  encouraging  of  others  for  the  student  to  re»ain  in  school 

167.  The  most  important  contribution  toward  helping  a student  to  remain 
in  school  is  having  the  best  faculty 

168.  The  ability  to  str'dy 

169.  It  might  be  family  instinct  cause  everyone  in  toy  family  got 
their  complete  schooling  no  one  in  family  has  ever  brought  up  the 
idea  of  dropping 

170.  To  make  him  get  a job  after  school  so  that  he  cah  have  some  money 

171.  To  be  encouraged  to  remain  in  school 

172.  The  desire  to  learn  and  be  somebody 

173.  The  single  ability  in  my  opinion  is  that  we  are  learning  and 
understand  so  that  helps  me  to  remain  in  school 

r 

174.  Help  from  the  welfare,  M.C.E.P.  (migrant  compensatory  educational 
project)  N.Y.C.  program  and  other  government  programs  adult 
migrant 

175.  Studying  is  the  most  successful  ability 

176.  The  ability  to  know  what  a teacher  wants  and  give  it  to  him,  to 
adapt  to  the  enviornment 

177.  The  study  habits  accurate  regulated  permit  a student  to  make 
better  grades 

178*  It  is  the  skill  one  has  learned  from  other  school  years  and  has 
the  desire  to  reach  a point  to  be  somebody  ." 
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ADDENDUM  V 


Individually  Written  Responses  To  Survey  Of  Grade  Twelve  Students 

Questionnaire  Item  IV 


Questionnaire  Item, 

IV,  Please  write  in  the  single  reason  or  circumstances  that  in  your 
opinion,  causes  a student  to  remain  in  school. 

Verbatim  Written  Responses: 

1.  "The  desire  to  be  somebody  important  in  the  future 

2.  Desire  to  be  somebody 

3.  In  my  opinion  is  because  remaining  in  school  means  a better  future 
in  our  life 

4.  My  opinion  why  I remain  in  school  is  because  he  like  to  learn,  what 
is  new  and  what  I don't  know,  but  some  students  remain  because  they 
have  the  taste  of  it 


5. 

They  want  to  learn  more,  or  they  want  to  complete  there  school 
years 

6. 

Nowdays  all  students  want  to  go  to  college  to 

learn 

more 

7. 

Desire  to  learn 

8. 

I think  that  a student  reason  for  staying  in 
to  lead  a better  life  in  the  future 

school 

i s t*.  be  able 

9. 

The  will  power  and  desire  to  remain  in  school 

10. 

Desire  to  be  somebody 

11. 

Association  with  friends  who  are  students 

12. 

To  get  a good  job,  you  need  a good  education 

13. 

A student  wants  to  learn  and  find  a good  job, 

he1!! 

stay  in  school 

14. 

He  feels  that  in  order  to  be  somebody  and  get 
in  future  he  should  stay  in  school 

enough  money  to  live 

15. 

A student  should  stay  in  school  to  learn  and 
parents  without  work 

not  be 

like  their 

16. 

Desire  to  be  Somebody 
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17.  Well  as  they  say  you  cannot  get  a good  job  without  a good  education 

18.  That  I always  wanted  to  be  a teacher 

19.  To  be  able  to  make  enough  money  to  eat 

20.  For  a better  opportunity  to  succeed  in  life 

21.  To  get  a better  jobs 

22.  A rtJ'dent  wants  to  learn  and  be  somebody.  They  can  go  to  college 
saving  for  it  by  working  after  school 

23.  So  that  you  can  become  somebody  and  have  a better  way  of  living 

24.  A student  wants  to  advance  not  only  in  education  but  in  social 
standards 

25.  Wants  to  have  education  in  order  to  have  a good  position  in  the 
future 

26.  A student  wants  to  be  somebody  in  this  society 

27.  Because  they  like  school  and  besides  they  want  a good  job 

28.  A desire  to  be  somebody  and  get  a good  job 

29.  Desire  to  be  somebody 

30.  To  have  a better  education  and  to  have  a better  life 

33.  To  get  a better  job  after  graduation 

32.  Desire  to  accomplish  something,  and  not  be  left  out 

33.  Want  to  be  somebody  some  day  a better  future  for  ourself  and 
family 

34.  The  advantage  of  having  a high  school  diploma 

35.  Parents  may  encourage  and  help  a student  to  keep  up  his  studies 

36.  A better  education,  gives  you  a better  living 

37.  The  desire  to  be  somebody 

38.  My  main  reason  is  to  have  the  ability  of  being  somebody  in  this 
world 

39.  Cause  he  or  she  wanted  to  study  for  a well  job 

40.  The  desire  of  being  somebody  makes  several  students  to  remain  in 
school 


41. 

To  avoid  the  draft  ( 

42. 

The  bettering  of  the  family 

43. 

A student  stays  in  school  in  order  to  have  a better  living 

44. 

To  be  equiped  for  a fast  modern  and  progressive  world 

45. 

The  fact  that  they  want  to  be  somebody  and  the  fact  that  they  want 
to  live  comfortable  life  afterwards 

46. 

To  hive  desire  to  be  somebody  important  earning  good  money 

47. 

Desire  to  be  somebody 

48. 

To  associate  with  students  who  have  good  grades  and  are  willing 
(sometimes)  to  help  you  look  into  the  future 

49. 

Some  student  stay  in  school  because  it  is  fun  being  in  school 
learning  and  making  friends 

50. 

They  would  like  to  prepare  themselves  for  the  future 

51. 

In  my  opinion,  a student  want  to  achieve  a goal  in  life  his  first 
goal  is  to  finish  high  school 

52. 

I would  say  the  pressure  from  parents  and  relatives 

53. 

I bellve  that  to  get  a good  job  you  need  a good  education 

54. 

The  dealre  to  learn 

55. 

A person  stay  in  school  to  learn  and  find  a good  Job 

56. 

Having  good  friends  at  school 

57. 

Well,  he  will  that  he  is  going  to  be  felt  behind  by  otherc.  He 
must  then  remain  in  school  in  order  to  be  on  top  with  the  others 
have  a better  future 

58. 

I would  say  they  want  to  get  an  education  and  be  prepare  forrthe 
future 

59. 

The  single  reason  for  my  reason  to  remain  in  school  is  to  have 
a paying  Job  in  my  future 

60. 

To  the  remaining  in  school  I mostly  like  to  be  with  friends  with 
people  of  my  age 

61. 

The  dealre  to  learn  and  become  aomebody  important 

62. 

The  urge  or  dealre  to  want  to  accomplish  something  in  life 

63. 

A student  would  want  to  remain  in  school  to  be  somebody  in  his 
future 

0 

ERIC 

171 

491 


64.  Better  education  for  a better  Job 

65.  Desife  to  be  somebody 

66.  To  be  able  to  go  out  in  life  and  not  be  ashamed  of  (one)  himself 

67.  The  desire  to  learn 

68.  A student  remains  in  school  to  be  able  to  get  a good  job,  get 
good  salary  with  working  hard 

69.  Many  students  have  the  tendency  of  taking  education  for  granted. 

But  once  they  find  out  its  value  this  encourages  them  to  finish 
school  even  go  into  college 

70.  Wanting  to  learn  tc  be  able  to  make  something  out  of  their  life 
three  education 

71.  Interest  in  future  career 

72.  My  opinion  on  why  student  stay  in  school  is  because  they  don  t 
want  to  be  left  out  of  competition 

73.  The  desire  to  learn 

74.  Want  to  graduate 

75.  The  desire  for  a good  education  in  order  to  get  a good  job 

76.  The  desire  to  be  aware  of  the  many  fine  oppprtuni ties  available 

77.  I believe  a student  remains  in  school  because  of  a desireness  to 
learn  and  ccmeone 

78.  This  is  because  we  students  are  told  that  without  a high  school 
education  no  one  can  succeed 

79.  Desire  to  learn  and  look  to  the  future  with  an  educational  career 

80.  If  in  the  first  grades  a person  liked  the  way  school  is  I just 
can't  find  myself  without  going  to  school  next  year 

81.  They  know  that  without  * high  school  education  they'll  get  nowhere 

82.  The  desire  to  learn  and  go  ahead  in  life 

83.  Desire  to  learn  and  be  somebody 


84.  Because  of  the  war  going  on 


' 85. 


The  reason  is  that  parents  put  some  pressure  on  students  well,  eome 
of  them  the  others  are  interested  in  learning,  having  more  education 


86. 


My  opinion  Is  that  1 want  to  learn  and  to  go  to  college  to  get  a 
good  job 

87.  The  reason  1 think  students  remain  In  school  is  that  without  school 
you  can  actually  say  you  haven't  learned  enough 

88.  He  can  earn  a better  living 

89.  Desire  to  learn*  avoid  the  draft 

90.  To  learn  mote  about  to  have  a better  job 

91.  Desire  to  be  somebody 

92.  Desire  to  learn 

93.  Most  students  stay  in  school  to  be  somebody 

94.  Well  I think  a person  remains  in  school  to  learn  more  and  to  mainly 
relevance  of  curriculum  to  future  career 

95.  Ha  or  she  would  like  to  have  a better  education  than  their  parents 
for  a better  job 

96.  Reading  recent  surveys  on  drop-outs  vhst  they  have  to  say»  and 
friends  of  mine  who  dropped  out  and  are  in  a bad  situation 

97.  Wants  high  education 

98.  As  for  myaelf  1 would  say  in  order  to  be  successful  in  life  1 need 
an  education  and  In  doing  so  1 will  accomplish  all  of  my  dreams 
and  desires  of  becoming  somebody 

99.  I think  It  Is  his  deslra  to  get  a good  education  for  the  purpose 
of  accomplishment  and  to  get  a good  paying  job 

100.  You  want  to  improve  and  progress  yourself  not  stay  in  the  same 
place  all  the  time 

101.  The  will  to  be  able  to  be  a somebody  in  this  world 

102.  To  get  a good  job  or  at  least  get  a job*  the  person  has  to  finish 
school 

103.  After  your  parent*  try  all  their  best  for  you  to  get  a good 
education  so  you  can  get  a good  job 

104.  Hopa  to  get  a better  job  with  a higher  salary 

105.  A student  seas  how  widely  advertised  the  fact  of  remaining  in 
school  Is  and  sees  how  well  it  pays  off 

106.  Desire  to  learn  and  be  successful  in  a career 
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107.  A student  will  remain  in  school  to  accomplish  something  that  in 
the  future  will  help  him  live  a better  life 

108.  A student  remains  in  school  because  he  wants  to  become  well 
educated  person.  This  reason  dots  not  apply  for  every  person 

109.  Desire  to  learn 

110.  Good  grades  and  advice  from  teachers,  helping  you  out  to  choose 
our  career  or  their  interest  in  wanting  for  us  to  be- somebody 

111.  I feel  that  a student  needs  to  remain  in  school  beciwe  there  are 
many  things  to  do  but  for  which  you  need'  education 

112.  A student  in  my  opinion  remains  in  school  because  he  wants  to 
learn  more  and  live  easier 

113.  The  desire  to  learn  to  accomplishment  what  a student  wants  out 
of  life 

114.  The  student  must  have  the  desire  to  learn  and  bt  somebody  in  his 
future  years 

115.  One  reason  is  that  if  a person  really  thinks  about  the  future 
he* 11  need  an  education  for  a good  job 

116.  Well,  I think  that  a life  without  schooling  is  a life  without  any 
future  also  being  in  school  you  have  something  to  do  and  if  your 
out  of  school  you'll  probably  be  loafing  around  and  get  bored 

117.  The  desire  to  go  to  college  and  have  more  friends  and  knowledge 
for  a better  career 

118.  The  want  of  a better  job  than  you  could  get  otherwise 

119.  The  students  that  stay  in  school  understand  the  importance  to  learn 
and  major  in  a subject  in  order  to  be  successful  in  life 

120.  Nowadays  it  is  very  hard  for  a student  without  a high  school  diploma 
to  get  a Job  unless  in  the  fields  but  even  with  a diploma  it  would 
be  better  to  continue  through  college  for  a better  and  good  paying 
Job 

121.  A student  desires  to  remain  in  school  because  he  wants  to  learn 
all  he  can  in  order  to  plan  his  future  career 

;*.22.  He  v*nt8  to  learn 

123.  The  desire  to  learn  and  to  be  somebody 

12**.  A student  remains  in  school  because  he  wants  to  make  something  good 
out  of  hia  life 
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125. 

They  feel  personal  accomplishment  for  the  future 

126. 

He  wants  to  be  educated  and  learn.  Sometimes  it  i3  because  of 
pressure  from  pareuts 

1 2 7 . 

To  get  a better  job  and  learn  more 

128. 

I believe  it  to  be  the  desire  to  learn  and  be  somebody 

129. 

If  you  want  to  progress  when  you  have  finished  when  you  have  finished 
school  you  must  graduate  to  get  an  opportunity 

130. 

It's  because  he  wants  to  have  a good  future 

131. 

Want  to  attend  college 

132. 

Want  to  attend  college  or  some  form  of  post-secondary  schooling 
in  order  to  get  a career 

133. 

I think  what  causes  a student  to  remain  in  school  is  habit 

1 34. 

Pressure  from  relatives 

135. 

To  learn  more  about  what  1 don1 t know  yet 

136. 

Many  feel  they  are  not  smart  enough  to  continue  their  studies  and 
feel  it  is  not  important 

137. 

Because  now  today  In  this  modern  world  you  must  have  at  least  a 
high  school  diploma  to  work  in  any  job 

138. 

Relevance  of  curriculum  to  future  career 

139. 

Students  remain  in  school  becau3e  it  is  very  hard  to  earn  a living 
without  a good  education 

140. 

To  have  a good  future  and  feel  that  I have  accomplished  something 

141. 

Hoping  to  get  a better  education  to  live  a better  life  by  getting 
better  jobs  on  better  career 

142. 

The  desire  to  have  more  than  your  parents  had.  To  have  greater 
opportunities  in  the  world  today 

143. 

The  ambition  to  know  something  so  that  you  won1 t in  the  future 
embarass  your  children 

144. 

Mostly  I think  because  nobody  really  wants  to  be  left  out  of  all 
the  fun  and  suffering  you  go  through  together  at  school  and 
because  all  you’ve  friend  you  have  know  a since  grammar  are  there 

145. 

To  help  his  parents  tinacially 
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146* 

The  desire  to  be  a well  to  do  person  In  the  future  and  having 
people  respct  you 

147. 

Moat  students  sence  a feeling  of  self-improvement  and  accomplishment. 
School  is  a feat  they  must  overcome 

148* 

A student  remains  In  school  to  get  a better  education  in  order 
to  be  prepared  for  a better  Job 

149. 

My  reason  for  stay  in  In  school  is  to  accomplish  definite  goal. 
Learn  what  I wanted  to  study 

150* 

The  desire  to  learn 

151* 

Because  by  remaining  in  school  you  have  better  opportunities  for 
a better  job  later  on 

152* 

Desire  to  learn  and  better  yourself 

153* 

Relevance  of  curriculum  to  future  career 

154* 

Desire  to  learn  and  be  successful  man  in  the  future 

155* 

His  goal  in  life 

156* 

Well,  the  ability  to  learn  together  with  your  fellow  students 

157* 

Some  student  because  they  have  the  desire  to  learn  and  desire  to 
be  somebody 

158. 

The  reason  is  because  of  the  desire  to  get  a good  job  and  help 
others 

159. 

I think  it  Is  the  draft 

160. 

Want  to  go  to  college  and  learn  something  to  get  a good  job 

161. 

Desire  to  be  somebody  or  something  in  life 

162. 

They  think  a high  school  diploma  is  a gurantee  for  a better  life 

163* 

I have  seen*  have  friends  who  dropped  out  of  school  with  their 
present  life  principally  tay  school  teachers  have  influenced  me 
as  to  my  staying  in  school  and  encouragement  from  my  parents 

164. 

The  thought  in  his  mind  that  he  will  be  left  out  in  his  community 

165. 

I feel  that  more  times  than  not  economic  status  predicts  whether 
or  not  the  student  will  be  successful  In  school  or  if  he  will  dropout 

166. 

The  desire  to  learn 

167. 

Feeling  a part  6f  the  school 
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166.  To  find  a better  job 

169.  He  or  she  realizes  that  it  vzould  be  better  to  have  an  education 
and  have  a better  outcome  out  of  it 

170.  I think  a person  who  wants  to  be  somebody  will  stay  in  school 

171.  My  opinion  a student  remains  in  school  because  he  wants  to  become 
something 

172.  You  are  around  with  your  frienda  since  in  school  you  make  the  moat 
friends 

173.  Well,  maybe  to  get  a job  after  graduating  and  that  way  they  might 
have  a better  chance  of  getting  a job 

174.  They  might  want  to  be  important  as  others  and  make  a better  way 
of  living 

175.  Desire  to  learn  and  be  somebody 

176.  I have  remained  in  school  because  my  family  isn't  very  well  off 
and  my  parents  didn't  even  finish  primary  school  I want  to  be 
better  than  them 

177.  I think  a student  remains  in  school  because  they  want  to  be  more 
and  to  get  along  better  in  life 

176.  My  opinion  is  to  learn  and  I show  you  really  care  to  learn  and  its 
great  experience  for  your  family 

179 « Desire  to  lean  and  be  somebody 

180.  I will  make  him  be  prepared  for  a better  future 

181.  A student  thinks  of  a diploma  as  his  future 

182.  In  my  opinion  a student  remains  in  school  so  that  In  the  future 
will  have  a good  jbb  and  career 

183*  The  desire  to  co  somebody  to  stand  out  in  a crowd 

184.  It  may  be  their  frineds  who  are  in  school  or  they  really  have  the 
desire  to  learn 

185.  Becaure  they  eant  to  enjoy  life  either  single  or  marry  and  have 
a better  future 

186.  To  learn 

187.  Desire  to  learn  to  be  somebody  in  this  world 


ERIC 


49r 


wuw 


188.  Wants  a better  job  needs  more  money  but  many  times  we  don’t  hawe 
money  to  continue 

189.  The  interest  a teacher  takes  in  the  accomplishments  of  his  students 
gives  the  student  more  desire  to  learn 

190,  The  desire  to  be  somebody.  To  advance  further  than  on*  parents 

191,  in  my  opinion  a student  remains  in  school  because  he  wants  to  learn 
more  in  order  to  be  somebody 
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TABLE  XXXIV 


•'  RATI  KJ  OF  C HA  WES  IEEDED  IN  THE  SCHOOLS  TO  REDUCE  THE  N/MBER  OF  DROPOUTS 
MADE  BY  MALE  GRADE  TWELVE  STUPE  ITS  (N-100) 

Student  Interviewee  # 


l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

bj 

7 

3 

10 

JL2 

III 

14. 

15 

lh 

X7- 

18 

19 

20 

Additional  counseling 

3 

7 

9 

2 

4 

3 

3 

3 

2 

6 

1 

3 

4 

1 

5 

3 

3 

3 

7 

3 

More  individual 

help  from  teachers 

2 

1 

10 

3 

1 

2 

4 

2 

3 

1 

2 

4 

2 

4 

4 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

hTork  study  program 

13 

with  weekly  salary 

7 

10 

1 

13 

5 

5 

1 

11 

7 

7 

6 

8 

8 

2 

3 

4 

5 

4 

7 

Job  training 
program  leading 
to  employment 

5 

2 

2 

4 

6 

1 

2 

6 

6 

2 

3 

1 

6 

5 

7 

i 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Elimination 
of  some  academic 
subjects 

4 

3 

11 

5 

8 

6 

10 

7 

8 

8 

7 

9 

7 

7 

2 

13 

' 

‘ 8 
l 

9 

6 

5 

Oportunity  for 
extra  school 
activities  during 
the  school  day 

13 

5 

13 

6 

9 

4 

5 

4 

13 

3 

9 

2 

1 

6 

6 

i 

i 

10 

1 

i 

i 

1 

7 

13 

5 

j 

9 

Additional  after- 
school  activities 

6 

6 

8 

7 

/ 

8 

6 

5 

10 

4 

8 

7 

5 

10 

8 

9 

6 

i i 

I 

f 

I8 

8 

Less  homework 

8 

8 

3 

1 

12 

7 

8 

8 

9 

9I 

I10 

10 

9 

3 

11 

11 

9 

S| 

1 

I 

9 

i 

10 

More  understanding 
and  sympathetic 
teachers 

1 

4 

4 

8 

11 

10 

7 

1 

4 

5 

4 

5 

3 

13 

1 

6i 

i 

i 4 

5 

2 

4 

More  male  teachers 

9 

9 

12 

LI 

3 

9 

13 

o 

11 

10 

11 

11 

11 

11 

9 

12 

1 13 

12 

10 

6 

Smaller  class  sizes 

11 

11 

7 

L2 

2 

11 

12 

10 

1 

12 

5 

6 

13 

8 

10 

2 

» 11 

6 

11 

11 

Smaller  school 

enrollment 

10 

12 

6 

L0 

10 

12 

;11 

12 

5 

11 

12 

12 

10 

12 

12 

8 

12 

11 

12 

13 

Shorter  school  day 

/ * 

12 

13 

5 

9 

13 

13 

9 

13 

12 

13 

1?< 

13 

“! 

!• 

13 

7 

j 

1 

10 

! , 

1 

10 

3 

12 

I 
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TABLE  XXXIV  Cont'd 


Student  Interviewee  # 


Additional  counseling 

More  individual 
help  from  teachers 

Vork  study  program 
with  weekly  salary 

Job  training 
program  leading 
to  employment 

Elimination  of 
some  tcadenic 
subjects 

Opportunity  for 
extra  school 
activities  during 
the  school  day 

Additional  after- 
school activities 

Less  Homework 

More  understanding 
and  sympathetic 
teachers 

More  male  teachers 

Smaller  claas  sizes 

Smaller  school 
enrollment 

Shorter  school  day 


V 

2 2 1 2 3 f 24 

[26 

2 1\ 

29 

hrt 

31 

[32 

33 

34j 

.3.6 

.11 

Jfi 

’39, 

.40. 

1 

4 

n 

3 

5 

3 

2 

6 

6 

3 
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3 

2 

7 

9 

3 

8 

4 

6 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

4 

2 

1 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1 

6 

5 

6 

1 

2 

1 

7 

1 

1 

13 

1 

1 

6 

12 

11 

5 

11 

4 

3 

11 

4 

1 

1 

5 

4i 

1 5 

1 

8 

4 

3 

2 

4 

1 

7 

4 

3 

5 

7 

4 

2 

1 

6 

2 

4 

3 

2 

2 

9 

5 

5 

5 

5 

12 

10 

5 

13 

10 

11 

6 

8 

13 

2 

11 

8 

7 

1 9 

8 

13 

9 

6 

7 

7 

13 

13 

12 

12 

9 

5 

7 

12 

3 

12 

7 

7 

i 

6 

6 

13 

5 

10 

4 

6 

6 

7 

4 

13 

LI 

7 

» 

6 

8 

13 

5 

13 

10 

6 

9 

7 

9 

i 

7 

i 

11 

L2 

8 

8 

8 

5 

9 

1 

1 

10 

9 

4 

8 

11 

5 

9 

11 

j 

12 

| 

4 

11 

3 

9 

9 

9 

2 

1 

6 

7 

4 

‘ 2 

5 

5 

7 

3 

8 

2 

1 

1 ! 

i 

1 

! 8 

i 

3 

3 

13 

10 

1 

10 

9 

8 

10 

9 

13 

13 

10 

10 

9 

4 

12 

12 

13 

1 

: 3 

| . 

12 

6 

12 

7 

12 

11 

10 

6 

3 

10 

2 

8 

13 

6 

11 

8 

4 ; 

11 

12 ! 

1 

!11 

j 

10 

4 

8 

8 . 

13 

12 

11 

9 

T 

/ 

8 

12 

9 

12 

9 

12 

10 

{ 

8 

13 

!°| 

11 

10 

i 

L’ 

10 

! 

13 

3 

11 

8 
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8 

12 

11 

7 

10 

9 ! 

3 

10 

5 i 

10 

5 

12 

7| 
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TABLE  XXXIV  Cont'd 


4J, 

4? 

43 

[44 

45 

Additional  counseling 

6 

5 

3 

8 

2 

More  individual 
help  from 
teachers 

1 

6 

1 

3 

1 

Work  9tudy  program 
with  weekly  salary 

11 

3 

4 

5 

4 

Job  training 
program  leading 
to  employment 

10 

2 

5 

4 

3 

Elimination  of 
some  academic 
subjects 

2 

13 

8 

1 

13 

Opportunity  for 
extra  school 
activities  during 
the  school  day 

5 

12 

6 

6 

6 

Additional  after- 
school  activities 

9 

11 

7 

7 

7 

Lets  Homework 

8 

9 

c 

9 

More  under s tending 
and  sympathetic 
teachers 

*4 

7 

2 

2 

5 

More  sale  teachers 

7 

LO 

10 

9 

12 

Smeller  class  sites 

.3 

1 

11 

10 

8 

Smeller  school 
enrollment 

12 

4 

12 

11 

10 

Shorter  school  day 

3 

8 

13 

12 

11 

Student  Interviewee  it 
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Student  Interviewee  If 


61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

[66 

f>7\ 

69 

[70. 

71 

[72 

73 

74 

[25] 

76 

.LI 

JR 

7J9 

SOL 

Additional  counseling 

3 

3 

1 

6 

7 

5 

4 

7 

5 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

More  individual 
help  from  teachers 

2 

2 

2 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

1 

2 

5 

3 

3 

2 

2 

5 

3 

2 

* 

« 

2 

Work  study  program 
with  weekly  salary 

9 

4 

7 

10 

2 

10 

13 

4 

6 

5 

9 

6 

2 

3 

5 

6 

9 

12 

1 i 

f ! 

13 

6 

Job  training 
program  leading 
to  employment 

1 

5 

6 

3 

1 

11 

8 

5 

2 

4 

6 

4 

11 

4 

6 

3 

5 

13 

8 

5 

Elimination  of 
some  academic 
subjects 

7 

11 

12 

7 

8 

13 

11 

12 

7 

8 

1 

10 

10 

10 

13 

8 

4 

11 

I 

7 

1 

8 

Opportunity  for 
ektra  school 
activities  during 
the  school  day 

5 

8 

4 

1 

13 

4 

6 

13 

12 

6 

10 

7 

12 

7 

7 

1 

6 

4 

6 

3 

Additional  altar- 
school  activities 

6 

13 

8 

2 

12 

e 

7 

6 

11 

7 

11 

12 

9 

6 

4 

4 

7 

8 

5 

4 

Less  homework 

8 

7 

13 

9 

9 

l 

10 

8 

10 

13 

7 

8 

8 

12 

8 

9 

8 

5 

9 

9 

More  understanding 
and  sympathetic 
teachers 

13 

6 

3 

5 

4 

2 

5 

2 

3 

3 

8 

5 

4 

5 

3 

H 

10 

3 

1 

7 

Smaller  claas  sires 

12 

12 

5 

13 

5 

13 

12 

11 

13 

11 

2 

13 

7 

13 

9 

10 

j 13 

9 

12 

12 

Smaller  school 
enrollment 

11 

1 

10 

8 

6 

7 

1 

1 

4 

10 

3 

2 

5 

8 

10 

7 

2 

7 

2 

13 

Shorter  school  day 

10 

9 

9 

L 2 

10 

i 

8 

i 

2 

9 

9 

9 

12 

11 

6 

9 

11 

12 

12 

10 

11 

11 

182 


53 


TABLE  XXXIV  Coat’d 


81 

82 

83 

[84 

85 

Additional  counseling 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

More  individual 
help  from  teachers 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

Work  study  program 
with  weekly  salary 

5 

6 

7 

4 

5 

Job  training 
program  leading 
to  employment 

3 

5 

4 

1 

4 

Elimination  of 
some  academic 
subjects 

6 

7 

8 

5 

7 

Opportunity  for 
extra  school 
activities  during 
the  school  day 

8 

9 

1 

12 

9 

Additional  after- 
school activities 

7 

10 

6 

13 

10 

Less  homework 

9 

11 

9 

10 

6 

More  understanding 
and  sympathetic 
teachers* 

4 

1 

5 

8 

2 

More  male  teachers 

13 

8 

13 

9 

13 

Smaller  class  sices 

10 

4 

11 

6 

8 

Smaller  school 
enrollment 

11 

13 

10 

11 

11 

Shorter  school  day 

12 

12 

12 

7 

12 

o 

ERIC 

hiMSMBEffliiaa  * 


Student  Interviewee  # 


87 

33 

89 

90l  911 

1 9? 

93 

94 

1 95  96 

97 

28. 

1Q2. 

2 

9 

4 

4 

r 

8 

3 

4 

3 

1 

3 

2 

3 

i 

4 

1 
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2 

1 

3 
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3 
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2 

2 

3 

4 

3 

3 

5 

4 

8 

7 

2 

1 

2 

12 

4 

5 

6 

2 

13 

1 

4 

5 

7 

6 
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2 

1 

6 

8 

6 
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1 

2 

2 

7 

11 

3 

8 

9 

7 

5 

7 

13 

LO 

8 

6I 

i 
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i 

8 

8 

1 

11 

11 

10 

4 

7 

4 

3 

9 

5 
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I 

7 

13 

2 

9 

12 

11 

9 

9 

8 

10 

7 

7 

8 

6 

L2 

3 

3 

6 

5 

4 

10 

6 

5 

L2 

11 

11 

9 

11 

6 

6 

10 

1 

13 

5 

6 

LI 

X 

9 

1 

i 

4 

i 

5 

7 

5 

12 

12 

10 

2 

6 

LI 

L0 

L0 

6 

13 

10 

13 

9 

L3 

11 

7 

5 

9 

12 

L2 

^3 

LI 

5 

8 

13 

11 

4 

L0 

10 

8 

7 

3 

13 

L3 

12 

L3 

7 

4 

9 

,0 

10 

LI 

9 

13 

12 

10 

7 

8 

8 

9 

LI 

L2 

12 

12 

12 

9 

33, 

10 

1 

2 

3 

11 

6 

7 

9 

4 

13 

8 

12 
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TABLE  XXXV 


RATING  OF  CHANGES  NEEDED  IN  THE  SCHOOLS  TO  REDUCE  THE  NUMBER  OF  DROPOUTS 
MADE  BY  FEMALE  GRADE  TWELVE  STUDENTS  (N-lOOj 

Student  Interviewee  // 


Additional  counseling 

More  individual 
help  from  teachers 

Work  study  program 
with  weekly  salary 

Job  training 
prograra  leading 
to  employment 

El jnlnat ion 
of  some  academic 
subj  ec ts 

Oportunity  for 
extra  school 
activities  during 
the  school  day 

Additional  after- 
school  activities 

Lett  homework 

More  understanding 
and  sympathetic 
teachers 

More  male  teachers 

Smaller  class  sizes 

Smaller  school 
enrollment 

Shorter  school  day 
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Student  Interviewee  t 


Additional  counseling 

More  individual 
help  from  teacher* 

Work  study  program 
with  weekly  salary 

Job  training 
program  leading 
to  employment 

Elimination  of 
some  academic 
subjects 

Opportunity  for 
extra  school 
activities  during 
the  school  day 

Additional  after- 
school activities 

Lea*  Homework 

More  understanding 
and  sympathetic 
teachers 

More  male  tsachers 

Smaller  class  sizes 

Smaller  school 
enrollment 

Shorter  school  dey 


O 
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TABLE  XXXV  Cont’d 


Student  Interviewee  i? 


A! 

51= 

5JL 

-57. 

J55. 

-59. 

Additional  counseling 

3 

6 

3 

3 

1 

3 

4 

2 

1 

2 

3 

3 

5 

5 

2 

2 

5 

2 

2 

More  individual 
help  from 
teachers 

4 

5 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

6 

3 

1 

1 

4 

1 

3 

Work  study  program 
with  weekly  salary 

10 

8 

6 

2 

4 

6 

10 

7 

8 

4 

13 

4 

9 

1 

3 

11 

2 

?! 

4 

Job  training 
program  leading 
to  employment 

8 

9 

5 

1 

5 

2 

6 

6 

7 

3 

1 

6 

4 

2 

4 

5 

1 

1 

el 

Elimination  of 
some  academic 
subject* 

9 

13 

8 

9 

11 

12 

11 

11 

12 

6 

4 

5 

10 

4 

5 

10 

4 

12 

i 

5 

Opportunity  for 
extra  school 
activities  during 
the  school  day 

7 

7 

9 

5 

7 

10 

7 

4 

9 

12 

7 

9 

2 

9 

13 

8 

3 

8 

7 

Additional  after- 
school activities 

13 

10 

7 

7 

8 

4 

8 

5 

10 

13 

5 

11 

3 

12 

5 

10 

6 

9 

10 

Less  Homework 

1 

4 

4 

L0 

9 

13 

5 

13 

6 

5 

6 

7 

12 

10 

10 

6 

8 

10 

6 

More  understanding 
and  sympathetic 
teachers 

2 

3 

10 

6 

3 

5 

2 

9 

3 

7 

12 

8 

1 

6 

8 

7 

i 

7 

13 

1 

Mor';  male  teachers 

11 

11 

L3 

L3 

L2 

7 

12 

10 

11 

8 

11 

12 

13 

7 

9 

12 

I 

13 

1 

5 

8 

Smaller  class  sizes 

5 

1 

1 

8 

6 

9 

3 

1 

4 

11 

10 

2 

8 

11 

6 

i 

3 

10 

4 

12 

Smaller  school 
enrollment 

12 

2 

LI 

.1 

L0 

8 

9 

8 

5 

10 

9 

10 

H 

i 8 

7 

4 

12 

3 

9 

Shorter  school  day  I 

6 

12 

12 

12 

13 

ii 

13 

12 

13 

9 

8 

13 

n| 

13 

11 

9 

11 

11 

13 
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3 

4 

13 

5 

8 

12 

11 

2 

1 

9 

6 

10 
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TABLE  XXXV  Cortt 'd 


Student  Interviewee  It 


61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

[66 

67 

68 

69 

|7Q, 

71 

[72 

73 

74 

75 

1 76 

77 

_7« 

I79 

80 

Additional  counseling 

6 

1 

4 

6 

11 

5 

3 

1 

5 

1 

1 

4 

3 

2 

6 

4 

5 

1 

7 

f 

i 1 

3 

More  individual 
help  from  teachers 

5 

2 

3 

4 

2 

6 

5 

2 

3 

2 

6 

5 

1 

8 

1 

1 

2 

6 

2 

1 

Work  study  program 
with  weekly  salary 

1 

9 

13 

LI 

4 

1 

7 

3 

9 

12 

2. 

1 

12 

1 

3 

6 

3 

1 

6 

4 

Job  training 
program  leading 
to  employment 

3 

7 

5 

1 

5 

2 

4 

4 

10 

3 

3 

6 

11 

7 

4 

3 

4 

8 

3 

5 

Elimination  of 
some  academic 
subjects 

9 

10 

6 

2 

7 

10 

11 

8 

8 

13 

7 

10 

10 

3 

7 

5 

6 

9 

10 

7 

Opportunity  for 
extra  school 
activities  during 
the  school  day 

7 

3 

8 

7 

6 

12 

8 

9 

12 

7 

9 

8 

8 

9 

9 

11 

8 

4 

9 

6 

Additional  alt**- 
school  activities 

13 

6 

9 

8 

8 

L3 

6 

13 

11 

10 

12 

9 

3 

6 

10 

10 

7 

f 

12 

i 

8 

8 

Less  homework 

2 

12 

1 

9 

L0 

3 

13 

3 

6 

8 

8 

7 

7 

10 

8 

7 

10 

5 

7 

9 

More  understanding 
and  sympathetic 
teachers 

8 

4 

7 

12 

1 

4 

ft 

6 

4 

5 

5 

12 

6 

4 

5 

9 

1 

2 

4 

2 

Smaller  class  sizes 

LI 

LI 

12 

13 

9 

11 

9 

12 

13 

11 

13 

13 

9 

12 

13 

12i 

i11 

11 

11 

12 

Smaller  school 
enrollment 

.0 

5 

10 

3 

12 

8 

1 

7 

2 

4 

4 

2 

2 

11 

2 

2 

i 

9 

10 

5 

10 

Shorter  school  day 

:2 

s 

11 

5 

13 

i 

9 

t 

2 

LI 

1 

6 

11 

3 

4 

5 

12 

8 

13 

13 

12 

11 
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Student  Interviewee  # 


Additional  counseling 

More  Individual 
help  from  teachers 

Work  study  program 
with  weekly  salary 

Job  training 
program  leading 
to  employment 

Elimination  of 
some  academic 
subjects 

Opportunity  for 
extra  school 
activities  during 
the  school  day 

Additional  after- 
school activities 

Less  homework 

More  understanding 
and  sympathetic 
teachers 

More  male  teachers 

Smaller  class  sizes 

Smaller  school 
enrol lment 

Shorter  school  day 


,81 

82 

83 

84 

85 

[86 

1 

5 

2 

4 

4 
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2 

6 
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3 
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4 

1 

3 

7 

9 

4 

5 

2 

4 

1 

1 

3 

9 

7 

6 

6 

5 

6 

6 

13 

7 

13 

7 

8 

7 

12 

8 

8 
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9 
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3 
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2 

11 

11 

3 

4 
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5 

11 

8 

13 

9 

13 

10 

8 

9 

12 

10 

8 

7 

10 

10 

10 

11 

10 

12 

13 

11 

11 

12 

12 

13 

87 

88 

$9 

|*d 

91 

[9? 

93 

5 

4 

5 

2 

4 

3 

3 
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1 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

9 

1 

4 

1 

5 

4 

2 

7 

2 

3 

3 

1 

5 

4 

3 

3 

5 

13 

13 

8 

6 

7 

5 

6 

10 

8 

9 

5 

6 

6 

7 

11 

6 

7 

10 

8 

11 

9 

6 

10 

6 

2 

12 

1 

8 

4 

J 

10 

8 

13 

12 

11 

12 

11 

11 

12 

9 

13 

10 

9 

2 

12 

13 

10 

9 

12 

8 

12 

13 

11 

11 

10 

13 

7 

9 

94 

95 

96 

97 

2P_ 

92.. 

IQ& 

1 

3 

2 

4 

2 

4 

5 

5 

4 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

13 

3 

5 

8 

7 

3 

2 

15 

5 

4 

9 

6 

13 

12 

13 

10 

1 

I 

2 

i 

9 

4 

5 

10 

7 

7 

: 10 
J ’ 

3 

10 

6 

9 

8 

8 

6 

8 

12 

11 

8 

9 

1 

11 

13 

12 

6 

7 

i 
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10 

3 

1 

9 

13 

4] 

i 
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13 

11 

4 

7 

10 
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6 

5 

11 

8 

9 

6 

11 

9 

7 

10 

11 
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7I 

I12 

12 

12 

13 
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TABLE  XXXVI 


RATING  OF  CHANGES  NEEDED  TO  REDUCE  THE  NUMBER  OF  DROPOUTS  MADE  BY 
MALE  AND  FEMALE  GRADE  TWELVE  STUDENTS  (N-200) 


Additional  counseling 

Cumulative* 
Response 
Rating  Order 
Males  Females 

(N-100)  (N-100) 

2 2 

Cumulative* 

Response 

Percentage 

Males  Females 

(N-100)  (N-100) 

Z X 

11.51  11.76 

More  Individual  help  from 
teachers 

1 

1 

12.36 

12.56 

Work  study  program  with 
weekly  salary 

5 

5 

8.68 

8.95 

Job  training  program, 
leading  to  employment 

3 

3 

10. 94 

10.63 

Elimination  of  some 
academic  subjects 

9 

10 

6.43 

6.50 

Opportunity  for 
extra  school  activities 
during  the  school  day 

6 

7 

7.31 

6.80 

Additional  after-school 
activities . 

7 

8 

6.97 

6.75 

Less  Homework 

10 

9 

6.24 

6.65 

More  understanding  and 
sympathetic  teachers 

4 

4 

9.67 

9.60 

More  male  teachers 

13 

12 

4.23 

3.93 

Smaller  class  sixes 

8 

6 

6.71 

6.84 

Smaller  school 
enrollment 

12 

11 

4.34 

5.11 

Shorter  school  day 

11 

13 

4.61 

3.92 

*Ptrtalnlag  to  the  sua  of  tho  frequencies  of  experimentally  determined 
values  of  a random  variable. 
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TABU  XXXVII 


tATING  OP  CHANGES  NEEDED  IF  THE  SCHOOLS  TO  DEDUCE  DROPOUTS 
MATE  BY  ALL  GRADE  TWELVE  STOP ENTS  (N-200) 


I 


Reason: 

Additional  counseling 

Mora  Individual  help 
from  teachers 

Work  study  program 
with  weakly  salary 

Job  training  progras  . 
leading  to  amployment 

Elimination  of  some 

* academic  subjects 

Opportunity  for  wtri 
school  activities 
during  the  scboel  day 

i ' 

; Additional  after-school 

|*  activltiaa 

Lena  bemevorV 

’ • 

| More  understanding  and 

sympathetic ' tmachers 

*.  More  male  teachers 

t * ■ 

* 

? Smaller  class  si sea 

\ ;?  . , _ > , t / . ‘ 

Smaller  school 
enrollment 

Shorttr  school  <Uy 

>r  ■ 1 '• 

r'  t ■■ 

*Fertaiaimg  to  the  sum  of 
values  of  e randoe  variable* 


Cumulative* 
Response 
Rating  Order 
All  Students 
(N-200) 

Cumulative* 
Response 
Percentage 
All  Students 
(N-200) 

Z 

2 

11.63 

1 

12.46 

5 

8.82 

3 

10.78 

9 

6.47 

6 

7.04 

7 

6.86 

10 

6.45 

4 

9.63 

13 

4.06 

8 

6.77 

11 

4.72 

12 

4.27 

tbs  frequencies  of  experimentally  determined 
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ADDENDUM  VI 


Individually  Written  Responses  To  Survey  of  Grade  Twelve  Students 

Questionnaire  Item  Vn. 


Questionnaire  Item: 

V.  What  educationally  feasible  changes  and  conditions  can  be 
implemented  to  reduce  the  number  of  dropouts?  (Rank  1 
through  13). 

n)  Others  (Describe) 

Verbatim  Written  Responses: 

L.  "Help  a student  get  a job  after  school 

2.  More  classrooms 

3*  An  opportunity  to  give  a student  work  after  school 

4.  There  wouldn't  so  many  dropouts  if  there  were  more  understanding 

with  things  we  want  to  learn  like  heritage  not  things  we  don't 
need  to  know 

5.  More  work  and  more  studying 

6.  More  interest  and  less  boring  teachers 

7.  Better  teaching  methods 

8.  School  should  have  a counseling  program  made  up  of  young  teachers, 
to  cope  with  problems  of  students 

9.  I myself  with  there  was  some  good  teaching  really  be  taught  something 

and  that  there  be  less  assemblies  unless  of  great  importance 

10.  Fridays  could  be  used  as  a day  where  everyone  could  express  themselves 
by  singing  or  doing  something  with  the  rest  of  the  cla^s.  That  way 
everyone  would  always  be  looking  forward  to  that  day  after  long  days 
of  studying.  Everyone  feels  they  must  have  a reward  when  the  work 

is  done. 


11.  More  work  study  programs  not  exactly  with  weekly  salary  but  at  least 
every  two  weeks 

12.  Let  the  students  have  the  right  to  say  something  in  which  he  believes 
is  right.  Let  the  student  have  a say  so  in  class.  Student  - and 
teachers  communication.  I know  we  study  information  from  books  but 
I believe  we  should  have  more  class  discussion 

Stricter  elementary  education  to  give  a student  an  urge  to  study  more 
future  years  instead  of  wanting  less 
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14. 

Less  pressure  from  principal,  vice-principal,  and  older  teachers  about 
how  one  should  dress 

15. 

More  interesting  courses  which  would  encourage  the  student  to  remain 
in  school,  to  be  able  to  participate  in  this  courses 

16. 

Group  student  according  to  their  mental  level  and  have  social  discussion, 
things  occuring  now 

17. 

Non-prejudised  teachers  (and  students) 

18. 

A principal  who  knows  his  work,  and  his  willing  to  stay  in  school 
to  carry  out  his  duty 

19. 

We  need  more  counselors  here  in  Martin  that  can  take  time  out  to 
help  us,  students 

20. 

Special  counselors  for  potential  dropouts 

21. 

Help  students  find  a parttime  job  after  school  to  help  themselves 
and  family 

22. 

What  we  need  is  more  understanding  from  teachers  and  teacher  should 
neither  let  them  abuse  of  this  understanding  and  should  give  equal 
rights  in  some  cases 

23. 

In  my  opinion  I think  I would  try  to  get  shorter  school  days  and  see 
if  students  won’t  dropout 

st 

CM 

The  addition  of  more  counselors  per  school 

25. 

With  those  that  I have  liked  I believe  it  is  enough 

26. 

Teachers  discourage  students  because  of  their  ignorance 

27. 

The  act  and  teach  the  same;  like  English  teachers  only  because  they 
like  literature  they  teach  it  all  pear  they  don’t  care  if  the  students 
like  it  or  not 

28. 

Help  students  find  a parttime  Job  after  school 

29. 

Having  some  subjects  that  are  required  also  for  vocational  route  student 
more  briefly  in  session 

30. 

More  strict  teachers  and  more  homework 

31. 

More  discussion  in  classes 

32. 

More  interesting  classes,  since  many  teachers  tend  to  say  read  this  and 
that  and  do  the  questions.  Teachers  like  these  should  be  eliminated 

33. 

Prevention  of  too  much  foolish  teachers 

O 
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34.  I think  the  main  reason  is  because  mainly  everybody  in  school  seems 
to  be  pushed  around  about  how  they  should  be 

35.  No  homework  ha!  ha!  no  seriously  maybe  early  counseling  would  help 
many  students  headed  in  the  w'ong  direction 

36.  a student  that  is  really  agressive  and  earnest  shall  most  certainly 
pave  a road  to  his  own  environment  in  which  he  wishes  to  study 

37.  Teachers  that  have  more  experince 

38.  Better  family  relationship  and  encouragement 

39.  More  subjects  which  would  be  of  value  to  the  student 

40.  More  vocational  education  especial-*  zation 

41.  Give  good  study  training  in  elementary  schools  and  jr.  highs 

42 . Improvement  of  buildings  more  comfortable,  longer  classes,  school 
day  with  vocational  training 

43.  Additional  after  school  and  during  school  activities  that  bring 
in  the  average  often  shy  sutendt  ex:  pep  rallies,  food  drives, 
anything  to  help  the  less  active  become  active 

44.  More  job  opportunities  for  teenagers  would  help  in  reducing  the 
number  of  students  dropping  out  of  school 

45.  A fixed  schedule  for  needy  student 

46.  Leas  regulations  freedom  of  expression  (dress) 

47.  Teachers  (same)  administrators  are  totally  out  of  hand.  A more 
adequately  supervised  administration  should  be  imposed.  This  is 
a small  city  we  live  in  with  many  persons  who  want  to  be  chiefs” 
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TABLE  XXXVXtl 

RATING  OR  REASONS  FOR  STUDENTS  DROPPING  OUT  OF  SCHOOL  HADE 
BY  MALE  CH)  STUDENTS  (N-20) 

GED  Interviewee  $ 


Reason: 


Desire  to  get  a 
job  & have  some 
money 

Failure  to  see 
any  relevance 
of  curriculum 
to  future  em- 
ployment 

Feeling  of 
failure  and 
hopelessness  ( 
resulting  from 
falling  grades 

Persuasion  of 
out-of-school 
friends  to 
leave  school 

Pregnancy 

Lack  of  adequate 
clothing 

Personal  clash 
with  teachers 
as  authority 
figures 

Lack  of  Individual 
or  group  counseling 
or  other  supportive 
services 


13 

14 

13 

I16 

1 

3 

1 

5 

3 

6 

7 

2 

4 

2 

2 

6 

5 

1 

6 

3 

6 

8 

3 

7 

7 

4 

8 

8 

2 

7 

4 

4 

a 

5 

5 

1 

f.  : 
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TABLE  XXXIX 


RATING  OF  REASONS  FOR  STUDENTS  DROPPING  OUT  OF  SCHOOL  MADE 
BY  FEMALE  GED  STUDENTS  (N-20) 


GED  Interviewee  0 


Reason : 


Desire  to  get  a 
job  & have  some 
money 

Failure  to  eee 
any  televance, 
of  curriculum 
t\>  future  etJ*- 
ployment 

Feeling  of 
failure  and 
hopelessness 
resulting  from 
failing  grade* 

Persuasion  of 
out-c  f- school 
friends  to 
leave  school 

Pregnancy 

Lack  of  adequate 
clothing 
,■  V\;  i • 

Personal  clash 
with  teacher* 
ob  authority 
figures  4 
» - . ; , 

Lack  of  Individual 
or  group  counseling 
or  other  supportive 
aezvlcea 


i 
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TABLE  XL 

RATING  OE  REASONS  FOR  STUDENTS  DROPPING  OUT  OF  SCHOOL  MADE 
BY  MALE  AN)  FEMALE  GED  STUDENTS  (N-40) 


Cumulative* 
Response 
Rating  Order 
Males 
(N-20) 

Females 

(N-20) 

Cumulative* 
Response 
Percentage 
Male9  Females 

(N-20)  (N-20) 

X % 

Reason: 

Desire  to  get  a job  6 
have  some  money 

1 

1 

19.30 

18.35 

Failure  to  see  any  relevance 
of  curriculum  to  future 
employment 

5 

2 

12.20 

14.55 

Feeling  of  failure' and  hope- 
lessness resulting  from  failing 
grades 

2 

3 

13.55 

12.75 

Persuasion  of  out-of-school 
friends  to  leave  sfahool 

6 

6 

12.00 

10.65 

Pregnancy 

7 

7 

5.60 

9.95 

Lack  of  adequate  clothing 

6 

4 

12.00 

12.25 

Personal  clashes  with  teachers 
as  authority  figures 

4 

3 

12.50 

10.75 

Lack  of  individual  or  group 
counseling  or  other  supportive 
services 

3 

5 

12.85 

10.75 

‘Pertaining  to  the  sum  of  the  frequencies  of  experimentally  determined 
values  of  a random  variable. 
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TABLE  XLI 

RAT  I M3  0?  REASONS  FOR  STUDENTS  DROPPING  OUT  OF  SCHOOL  MADE 
BY  ALL  GED  STUDENTS  (N-40) 


Cumulative* 
Response 
Rating  Order 
All  GED  Students 
(N-40) 


Reason: 

Desire  to  get  a Job  & 

have  some  money  1 

Failure  to  see  any  relevance 

of  curriculum  to  future 

employment  2 

Feeling  of  failure  and  hope- 
lessness resulting  from 
falling  grades  3 

Persuasion  of  out-of^school 

friends  to  leave  school  7 

Pregnancy  8 

Lack  of  adequate  clothing  4 

Personal  clashes  with  teachers 
as  authority  figures  6 

Lack  of  individual  or  group 
counseling  or  other  supportive 
services  5 


Cumulative* 
Response 
Percentage 
All  GED  Students 
(N-40) 

X 


18.80 


13.38 

13.15 

11.30 

7.77 

12.13 

11.62 

11.85 


x 


^Pertaining  to  the  sum  of  the  frequencies  of  experimentally  determined 
values  of  a random  variable. 


ADDENDUM  VII 


Individually  Written  Responses  To  Survey  of  GED  Students 
Questionnaire  Item  Ii 


Questionnaire  Item: 

I.  What  are  the  major  reasons  causing  students  to  drop  out  of  school? 

(Rank  those  chosen  in  order  of  importance  1 through  8). 

i)  Others  Describe) 

Verbatim  Written  Responses: 

1.  "My  family  moved  to  Mexico  I was  an  orphan  lived  with  my  uncle  and  I 
did  not  have  what  I needed 

2.  Failure  to  share  responsibility  more  challenging  then  their  present 

3.  The  teachers  in  grade  1st  through  6th  tries  to  and  does  gives  the 
kids  a D in  his  work  because  his  conduct  is  bad.  Too  many  lines  to 
write  over  and  over 

4.  Because  there  are  two  many  fights  and  students  donrt  get  punished 
the  way  they  are  suppose  to 

5.  Failure  of  parents  to  take  care  of  his  family 

6.  The  father  go  to  the  north  with  family  to  job 

7.  I did  not  have  the  proper  things  for  school 

8.  Sometimes  plain  laziness 

9.  Getting  in  trouble  with  police 

10.  I think  the  main  reason  is  because  one  isn't  smart  enough  to  comprehend 

it  till  later  then  the  time  comes  when  we  are  sorry  about  dropping 

11.  Dropped  out  to  work  and  help  parents 

12.  I had  to  work  and  help  my  grandnvother 

13.  Didn't  like  to  attend  classes  dally 

14.  Because  I wanted  to  get  a job  and  money 

15.  I wanted  Co  have  money  to  spend 

16.  I wasn't  doing  very  good  so  my  parents  decide  to  put  me  out  of 
it 

17.  I had  to  wurk  to  help  the  family  out  cf  unpaid  bills 
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18.  To  get  a job  because  in  the  program  ir  Laredo  are  not  good  they  pay 
a little  money  and  we  don't  have  no  tips 

19.  Causrt  of  the  teacher 

20*  Service 

21.  I wanted  to  get  a job  and  play  too  much  bookie 

22.  Large  family,  oldest  member  of  family,  lack  of  jobs  local,  jo: red 
military  service.  No  father  at  very  early  age. 

23.  I was  accidentally  shot  and  was  temporarily  paralized  and  I couldn’t 
continue  because  I couldn't  climb  all  the  stairs  in  school 

24.  Wanted  to  get  job 

25.  I did  not  want  to  leave  Laredo  but  still  I have  no  place  to  stay 

26.  I have  to  get  a work 

27.  Because  I got  married  and  I couldn't  support  my  family  going  to 
school 

28.  Begin  to  work  during  the  summer  and  you  get  the  taste  of  money  to 
buy  clothes  and  to  spend 

29.  We  or  the  school  board  to  have  volunteers  who  are  dropouts  to  attend 
several  schools  most  important  L.J.  Christen,  Lamar,  Martin,  and 
Nixon.  To  talk  to  the  students  and  tell  them  what  we  are  suffering 
without  a high  school  diploma.  Maybe  they'll  see  our  mistake  and 
decide  to  stay  In  school 

30.  We  were  poor  and  I hsi  to  work  to  help  keep  food  and  clothes  for  the 
smaller  one 

31.  Parents  not  understanding  or  caring 

32.  No  encouragement  from  parents 

33.  The  fact  that  we  never  really  know  what  will  go  on  after  the  step 
we  take,  which  ever  may  be 

34.  Large  family  and  parents  don't  have  steady  job 

35.  Could  be  that  some  have  a slight  brain  disorder  «.nd  are  unable  to 
comprehend  and  retain  that  which  has  been  taught.  Perhaps  an  M.D. 
should  check  slow  readers  and  learners 

36.  Was  able  to  get  a Job  as  a saleslady  and  I thought  that  was  it 

37.  It  may  be  someone  that  misses  school  due  to  some  kind  of  illness 
consequently  If  this  person  goes  back  to  school  be  finds  it  hard 
to  catch  with  others  * 
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38.  Marriage 


39*  Most  of  the  time  a student  that  has  been  retained  several  times 
loses  all  his  willingness  of  finishing  school  and  would  rathev 
drop  school 

40.  Unemployment" 


ERIC  200 


65c 


ADDENDUM  VIII 


/ 


Individually  Written  Responses  To  Survey  of  GED  Students 
Questionnaire  Item  II 


Questionnaire  Item: 

II.  Please  state  briefly  the  reason  or  describe  the  circumstance 
that  caused  you  to  drop  out  of  school. 

Verbatim  Written  Responses: 

1.  "Got  married 

2.  I was  taken  out:  of  school  by  ray  fathe:  because  he  did  not  approve 
the  fact  of  my  having  a boyfriend.  I was  going  to  graduate  Jan. 

1967 

3.  Strict  parents 

4.  I drop  school  because  I got  sick  and  I felt  bad  to  be  one  grade 
behind  my  class 

5.  Sickness  in  family.  My  father  got  sick  and  I was  the  only  one  who 
could  help  them  by  working.  I did  regret  dropping  school  because 

I did  like  it 

6.  I guess  I thought  that  by  getting  married  I would  have  everything 

I needed  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  Actually  I think  it  is  a mistake 
we  can  know-nothing  before  we  do  it,  or  at  that  time  didn't  know 
much  about  how  much  effect  it  will  have 

7.  The  reason  I dropped  from  school  was  because  I got  married 

8.  Rebellion  age,  pregnancy  and  lack  of  counseling  and  understanding 

9.  I was  doing  well  in  all  my  subjects  but  very  soon  I got  tired  of 
going  to  school.  I didnpt  like  homework,  so  I quit  school  at  the 
10th  grade  and  got  married 

10.  We  hgd  economic  problems  and  I got  nervous  when  I couldn't  do  the 

work  they  gave  us  in  school  and  because  of  the  nervous  I got  I would 
get  aick  to  my  stomach  and  I had  to  stay  home 

H,  I dropped  out  of  achool  cause  I was  behind  in  school  work.  This  led 
to  my  marriage.  Bmt  as  a result  marriage  didn’t  keep  me  long  from 
iinding  out  that  it  wasn't  going  to  help  me  forget  about  my  diploma. 
This  is  why  I returned  to  school  ana  I hope  to  get  my  diploma  in 
March 


201 


654 


12.  I used  to  miss  a lot  of  school  because  we  use  to  go  up  north  to 
work 

13.  The  reason  I dropped  school  in  the  10th  grade  was  because  I could 
never  get  to  understand  math  and  I thought  I would  never  make  It  to 
graduate 

14.  The  reason  was  that  something  funny  got  into  my  head.  Then  I noticed 
that  I was  old  enough  to  help  my  parents  to  support  the  rest  of  the 
kids  that  are  still  in  school 

15.  The  main  reason  that  caused  me  to  drop  out  of  school  was  lack  of 
understanding 

16.  I dropped  out  school  to  work  and  help  my  family 

17.  Large  family  and  had  to  work  to  help  parents 

18.  Had  to  get  married  on  account  of  pregnancy 

19.  Mainly  I ran  off  and  got  married.  Had  to  I was  pregnant 

20.  Having  to  work  to  help  the  family  income  I was  the  second  child 
so  therefore  being  one  of  the  oldest  we  had  to  help  my  father  in 
field  work 

21.  Because  I desire  to  get  a job  and  have  some  money  So  1 could  help 
my  house 

22.  I dropped  out  because  I had  to  work  to  support  my  mother  who  was  ill 
and  myself  plus  the  fact  that  there  wasn't  any  money  for  lunch  since 
I had  to  commute  to  the  county  seat  to  school 

23.  My  reason  is  because  I was  attending  to  a public  3chool  for  most  of 

the  time,  then  1 changed  to  a catholic  school  but  I had  to  stay  out 

a lot  and  it  happen  that  my  father  happen  to  get  sick  and  had  to  go 

to  the  hospital  and  lost  his  Job.  I had  to  pay  the  school  year  but 
I couldn't  continue.  So  I decided  to  enroll  in  the  GED  program 

24.  At  that  time  I'd  planned  on  getting  married 

25.  My  mother  was  a widow  .without  a permanent  Job.  And  I want  to  work 
to  help  her 

26.  Ky  father  thought  at  that  time  that  it  was  better  for  us  to  work 
at  the  time 

27.  Wanted  to  get  a job  to  help  at  home 

28.  My  mother  was  sick  for  some  time  and  since  I was  the  youngest  of  the 

family  it  was  thought  that  I could  return  later  to  school 

29.  A big  family  and  parent*  were  sick,  and  I being  the  oldest  was  put  out 
of  school  to  work  and  help  the  house 

ERIC  so.  Got  serried  then  became  pregnant 
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31.  I dropped  school  because  this  last  summer  started  working  as  an  N.Y.C. 
worker  but  when  school  started  they  took  my  job  away  so  I dropped 
school  and  now  I'm  working  at  the  N.Y.C.  for  dropouts 

32.  Family  farm.  Boys  in  the  service.  Father  ill  had  to  help  work  the 
fields 

33.  Because  there  were  too  many  in  my  family  I had  to  work  to  give  money 

to  tuy  parents  because  my  father  was  not  earning  enough  for  all  of 

us.  We  had  to  go  up  north  and  work 

34.  Because  being  the  head  of  the  family  and  without  a father  I had  to 
help  my  mother  support  the  rest  of  the  family 

35.  I became  orpahn  of  my  father  and  mother 

36.  Desire  to  get  a Job  and  have  some  money  in  other  words  to  be  considered 

an  adult 

37.  Needed  money  to  help  big  sister  to  go  to  college 

38.  Got  in  trouble  with  some  men  and  couldn't  go  out  on  the  street  alone. 
Had  to  leave  the  state  for  my  own  good.  Thi3,  the  teachers  should 
teach  the  students.  That  gang  fights  are  no  good  to  anybody.  There 
should  be  more  counseling  at  the  schools  about  gang  fights.  What  it 
brings  to  a person,  which  is  nothing  good. 

39.  I dropped  out  of  school  because  my  parents  couldn't  provide  me 
sufficient  necessities  I needed  cause  they  were  old  enough  I had  to 
support  them 

40.  The  reason  I dropped  out  so  I could  work  and  help  parents" 
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TABLE  XLII 


l 

l 

l 

I 

I 

I 


RATIN3  OF  REASON  FOR  STUDENT';  REMAINING  IN  SCHOOL  MADE 
BY  MALE  GED  STUDENTS  (N-20) 


GED  Interviewee  if 


1 

2 

3 

4 

*> 

6 

7 

R 

q 

ho 

1 1 

h ? 

n 

14 

16 

1L 

.IS. 

1ft 

Want  to  attend 
college  or  some 
form  of  post-secondary 
schooling 

6 

2 

3 

3 

2 

1 

4 

1. 

2 

l 

5 

i 

i 

2 

9 

3 

2 

5 

1 

Pressure  from  relatives 

7 

12 

11 

4 

7 

5 

5 

7 

8 

n 

2 

7 

7 

12 

6 

9 

12 

4 

10 

Friendship  with  a 
teacher,  counselor 
or  administrator 

12 

11 

6 

5 

Li 

LI 

6 

8 

3 

6 

12 

8 

12 

10 

3 

12 

11 

2 

9 

Desire  to  Learn 

11 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

2 

1 

3 

3 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

6 

2 

Extra  curricular 
activities 

10 

8 

9 

10 

6 

9 

8 

10 

10 

7 

10 

9 

8 

8 

12 

i 

7 

I 

7 

7 

3 

Desire  "to  be 
somebody" 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

3 

4 

2 

4 

3 

3 

3 

2 

1 

4 

3 

4 

Encouragement 
from  relatives 

9 

4 

L2 

11 

10 

10 

9 

11 

9 

12 

9 

5 

4 

11 

5 

10 

8 

n 

Habit 

2 

10 

0 

12 

12 

12 

10 

9 

11 

8 

11 

11 

9 

7 

11 

5 

10 

8 i 

[ 

1 

! 5 

Relevance  of  curriculum 
to  future  career 

4 

6 

4 

9 

4 

8 

12 

4 

5 

4 

a 

10 

10 

6 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

9 

j 

i * 

Athletic  program 

5 

■* 

5 

8 

8 

5 

7 

LI 

5 

6 

5 

6 

12 

11 

9 

10 

11 

9 

11 

8 

Feeling  of  personal 
accomplishment 

8 

7 

7 

6 

8 

6 

2 

12 

12 

9 

i 

2 

5 

! 4 

7 

I 

6 

i 

6 

10 

7 

Association  with  friends 
who  are  students 

3 

9 

5 

7 

9 

4 

3 

6 

7 

10 

7 

6 

6 

5 

8 

8 

5 

12 

12 

I 


[2fL 


11 

4 


1 

7 

8 
3 

10 

5 

9 

12 

2 

6 
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TABLE  XLIII 


v ; 


t 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
l! 
Ii 

II 
11 
U 
H 
1 
I 
I 


RAIIW  OF  REASONS  FOR  STUDENTS  REMAINING  IN  SCHOOL  MADE 
BY  FEMALE  GED  STUDENTS  (N-20) 


GED  Interviewee  0 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9i 

[10 

li| 

I12 

13 

14 

15 

16\ 

'17_ 

18 

'19, 

2SL 

Want  to  attend 
college  or  some 
form  of  post-secondary 
schooling 

2 

5 

11 

1 

3 

12 

1 

3 

4 

6 

2 

7 

2 

4 

6 

3 

4 

4 

1 

4 

Pressure  from  relatives 

3 

6 

8 

LO 

8 

1 

4 

11 

11 

8 

7 

8 

9 

5 

1 

12 

9 

11 

1 10 

9 

Friendship  with  a 
teacher,  counselor 
or  administrator 

12 

10 

12 

LI 

11 

3 

7 

12 

8 

12 

12 

11 

8 

10 

10 

9 

8 

3 

9 

3 

Desire  to  learn 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

8 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Extra  curricular 
activities 

11 

7 

2 

3 

5 

4 

8 

IQ 

7 

3 

10 

10 

10 

9 

5 

8 

L0 

6 

3 

8 

Desire  "to  be 
somebody" 

1 

11 

6 

4 

6 

9 

3 

l 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

11 

12 

Encouragement 
from  relatives 

5 

2 

7 

S 

4 

2 

3 

4 

9 

9 

5 

6 

4 

6 

4 

6 

11 

7 

4 

6 f 

Habit 

10 

8 

9 

12 

L2 

LI 

6 

9 

12 

7 

6 

5 

11 

8 

12 

7 

12 

12 

8 

7 

Relevance  of  curiculum 
to  future  career 

6 

3 

LO 

6 

7 

7 

9 

5 

5 

10 

4 

3 

7 

3 

7 

4 

2 

3, 

. 7 

1 

Athletic  program 

? 

10 

5 

? 

9 

10 

12 

8 

10 

11 

9 

12 

12 

12 

11 

10 

5 

10 

6 

10 

Feeling  of  personal 
accomplishment 

8 

4 

3 

9 

2 

5 

11 

6 

2 

4 

8 

4 

5 

7 

8 

5 

6 

8 

3 

3 , 

j 

Association  with 
friends  who  are 
students 

9 

9 

4 

8 

l 

10 

6 

10 

7 

h 

i 

5 

11 

2 

! 

6 

t 

11 

1 

1 

9 

i 

1 

j 

i 

i 

7 

9 

12 

J 
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TABLE  XLIV 

RATING  OF  REASOIS  FOR  STUDENTS  REMAINING  IN  SCHOOL  MADE 
BY  MALE  A tO  FEMALE  GED  STUDENTS  (N-40) 


Cumulative* 
Response 
Rating  Order 
Males  Females 

(N-20)  (N-20) 

Cumulative* 

Response 

Percentage 

Males  Females 

(N-20)  (N-20) 

% % 

Reason : 

Want  to  attend  college 
or  some  form  of  post- 
secondary schooling 

3 

2 

12.50 

11.70 

Pressure  from  relatives 

7 

8 

7.15 

7.00 

Friendship  with  a teacher, 
counselor  or  administrator 

8 

11 

6.45 

4.80 

Desire  to  learn 

2 

1 

12.60 

13.80 

Extra  curricular 
activities 

10 

7 

6.10 

7.30 

Desire  "to  be  somebody" 

1 

3 

13.30 

11.10 

Encouragement  from 
relatives 

11 

6 

5.70 

9.50 

Habit 

12 

10 

5.25 

5.10 

Relevance  of  curriculum 
to  future  career 

3 

4 

8.40 

9.70 

Athletic  program 

9 

12 

6.15 

4.40 

Feeling  of  personal 
accomplishment 

4 

5 

8.55 

9.60 

Association  with  friends 
who  are  students 

6 

9 

7.85 

6.00 

*P«rtalnlng  to  the  eua  of  the  frequenciee  of  experimentally  determined 
values  of  e random  variable. 
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TABLE  XLV 

RATING  OK  REASONS  EOR  STUDENTS  REMAINING  IN  SCHOOL  MADE 
ALL  GED  STUDENTS  Tn-40) 


Cumulative* 
Response 
Racing  Order; 
All  GED  Students 
(N-40) 

Reason: 

Want  to  attend  college 
or  some  form  of  post- 
secondary schooling  3 

Pressure  from  relatives  7 

Friendship  with  a teacher, 
counselor  or  administrator  10 

Desire  to  learn  1 

Extra  curricular 

activities  9 

Desire  "to  be  somebody'1  2 

Encouragement  from 

relatives  6 


Habit  12 

Relevance  of  curriculum 

to  future  career  5 

Athletic  program  H 

Feeling  of 

accomplishment  4 

Association  with  friends 

who  are  students  8 


Cumulative* 
Response 
Percentage 
All  GED  Students 
(tV-40) 

v 


12.10 

7.07 

5.63 

13.20 

6.70 

12.20 


7.60 

5.17 

9.05 

5.27 

9.08 

6.93 


^pertaining  to  the  sum  of  the  frequencies  of  experimentally  determined 
values  of  a random  vaiiable. 
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ADDENDUM  IX 


Individually  Written  Responses  To  Survey  Of  GED  Students 
Questionnaire  Item  III 


Questionnaire  Item: 

III.  What  single  academic  skill  or  ability  in  your  opinion,  makes 
the  most  important  contribution  toward  helping  a student  to 
remain  in  school. 

Verbatim  Written  Responses: 

1.  "Ability  to  learn  and  retain  things 

2.  The  ability  to  read  well 

3.  My  opinion  ia  that  a etudenc  joins  some  group  that  he  likes  and 
is  encourage  he  will  stay  in  school  (school  band),  (footbal  ), 
(home-economics) 

4.  Probably  the  akill  of  knowirg  the  English  language  alone  contributes 
greatly  in  helping  a student  stay  in  school 

3.  For  somebody  to  have  the  interest  in  that  person,  to  make  him  cc 
her  understand  how  much  they  have  to  take  interest  in  themselves 
first 

6.  To  have  the  ability  to  learn 

7.  The  ability  to  understand  the  teacher 

8.  The  ability  of  having  good  teachers  who  will  do  their  best  in  helping 
ell  students  to  learn  better  and  encourage  them  to  remain  in  school 
and  also  some  teachers  are  real  mean  to  some  and  good  to  others.  They 
should  treat  all  students  equal 

9.  I would  give  them  my  opinion  which  is  to  work  after  school  and  attend 
•chool  during  the  day  time.  Bscaute  it  sure  is  hard  to  attend  school 
at  night 

10.  most  important  is  to  he'p  a student  to  remain  in  school  is  to  help 
him  understand 

11.  Reading  ability  and  understanding 

12.  Knowing  how  to  understand  whatever  it  is  they  may  be  studying 

13.  Because  it  will  help  etudents  to  be  somebody  and  have  the  oppoitunity 
to  learn  more 
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1^ • lfll  say  If  the  student  is  an  easy  learner  has  a good  elementary 

teacher  and  also  important  is  the  situation  at  home  it  could  cover 
a lot  of  territory  and  a lot  of  different  circumstances 

15.  I think  in  my  opinion  the  ability  that  makes  the  most  important 
contribution  that  a student  rerain  in  school  is  helping  him  to  learn 
and  taking  care  of  him  in  the  classes  he  is  doing 

16.  Thoir  ability  to  study 

17-  Ability  to  study 

18.  English  and  reading  comprehension 

19.  In  my  opinion  reading  comprehension  ie  one  of  the  subjects  that  would 
help  a great  deal  to  a student 

20.  I think  in  my  opinion  a good  skill  or  ability  for  a student  to  remain 
in  school  is  that  the  student  should  like  school  and  wanted  to  learn 

21.  Mathematics 

22.  Heading  comprehension 

23.  Math  and  English 

24.  If  1 were  in  public  school  right  now  I would  ask  for  less  hours  of 
school  and  more  houra  of  the  day  to  be  at  home.  I also  got  out  of 
school  because  some  teachers  were  very  bossy  and  alv&ys  kick  you. 

More  time  for  study  of  exams  and  not  too  much  to  study.  Any  student 
ia  not  capable  or  has  a need  aa  a computer  to  be  able  to  know  about 
seven  books  for  seven  exams 

25.  Reading  comprehension 

26.  The  ability  to  comprehend  reading  helps  a student  to  better  grades 

27.  The  skill  to  b ' educated  and  respected 

28.  English  amt  math  the  most  important  nowadays 

29.  English,  reading,  and  math  and  spelling,  no  science,  no  social  studies 
because  we  are  not  going  to  the  moon  and  ve  are  not  going  to  work 
with  George  Washington 

30.  Language  ability  oakes  the  most  Important  ’kill 

31.  Courage  and  studying  ability 

32.  Counseling 

33.  My  opinion  is  the  language  (English)  on  the  U.S.A.  and  finish  high 
school 

• To  know  how  to  read  and  understand  what  he  or  she  is  reading.  By 
reading  you  learn  and  understand  lot  of  our  surroundings 
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35,  Have  a job  on  the  side  and  go  to  school  with  nice  clothes  make  one 
stay  in  school  and  food  and  have  money  to  buy  things  like  kids  like 

36,  Ability  to  understand  and  learn  fast 

37,  The  ability  to  be  taught  to  be  somebody 

38,  Helping  him  be  someone  and  not  be  like  others  running  around 

39,  Better  and  more  often  counseling  from  teachers  at  school 

40,  Grammar,  spelling  and  reading" 
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ADDENDUM  X 

Individually  Written  Responses  To  Survey  Of  GED  Students 
Questionnaire  Item  IV 


Questionnaire  Item'* 

IV.  Please  write  in  the  single  reason  or  circumstance  that  in 
your  opinion  causes  a student  to  remain  in  school. 


I 

II 

u 


Verbatim  Written  Responses: 

1.  "To  do  better  in  life 

2.  Be  well  adjusted  in  his  or  her  relation  to  the  parents  or  custodians 

3.  Desire  to  learn 

4.  Studants  stay  in  school  to  leorn  and  to  improve  themselves 


II 


5.  Encouragement  from  family  and  ambition 


u 

I! 

II 


0 

IJ 

0 

I 

I 


6*  This  desire  to  be  somebody 

7.  Desire  to  be  somebody 

8.  3o  you  can  feel  like  somebody  and  knowing  that  you  have  more  preference 
for  a job  than  a dropout 

9.  Ksybe  he  is  tired  of  living  in  poverty  and  would  like  to  have  education 
to  have  letter  opportunities  to  live  better 

10*  Most  oC  the  time  is  that  they  want  to  be  somebody  vich  a good  education 
and  want  to  have  better  living  in  future 

11.  A student  will  remain  in  school  if  he  gets  the  attention  he  needs 
whenever  he  is  in  need  of  help.  Counselor  and  teacher  maybe  friends 
can  encourage  a person  to  stay  In  school  if  he  states  his  or  her 

needs 

12.  To  learn  and  get  better  goals 

13.  Not  wanting  to  be  less  then  others 

U.  In  my  opinion  ia  that  most  students  remain  in  school  because  thev 
want  to  have  a better  living  than  that  the  one  their  patents  had 

15.  The  desire  to  learn  and  be  somebody  later  in  life 

16.  To  learn  and  to  get  all  the  education  that  we  will  be  needing  in  our 

future 

17.  To  be  somebody  in  the  near  future 


Anam 
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18. 


I 

1 

) 

i 

i 

B 

II 
11 
II 
II 
II 
fl 


19. 


20. 


21. 


2?. . 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


33. 


34. 


35. 


36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

O ^0. 
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Want  to  do  something  for  self 

Mainly,  I think  is  because  they  are  able  to  get  a good  teacher  in  the 
first  6 grades  and  able  to  learn  easily  afterwards 

I remained  in  school  to  learn,  and  to  be  somebody.  If  I have  knowledge 
I can  get  a better  Job 

In  our  kind  of  braket  which  is  migrant  labor  the  disire  to  get  out  of 
such  life  and  be  like  the  rest  of  the  people  in  town 

A etudent  now  realizes  that  without  a high  school  diploma  he  is  nothing 

Nowadays  education  is  a must  and  for  obtaining  a job  che  more,  yej  know 
the  better  off  you  are 

Pressure  from  parents  and  to  be  well  prepared  for  belter  Jobs 

Most  students  rerain  in  school  because  this  days  you  cannot  get  a 
Job  if  you  are  not  a high  school  graduate 

Sometimes  students  remain  in  school  because  they  want  to  get  a good 
education  to  get  a good  job 

Pressure  from  relatives 

The  understanding  that  without  an  education  you1 11  get  nowhere 

The  encouragement  from  your  own  family  n>  matter  how  your  grades  are 

In  the  advance  age  of  space  they  feel  the  need  for  a better  education 

Desire  to  learn  and  be  somebody 

People  who  want  to  be  respected  and  educated 

In  my  opinion  a desire  to  be  somebody  and  have  a better  career 

1 would  say  that  he  is  interested  in  getting  an  education  to  get  a 
career  which  would  make  him  live  a better  life 

I think  that  he  had  a Job  after  school  or  didn't  need  to  work  and 
1 would  say  he  had  a desire  to  finish 

You  reach  a certain  point  in  life  and  realize  you  darn  well  need 

education 

If  you  don't  have  education  you  are  not  going  to  find  a good  future 

The  main  reason  that  might  keep  students  in  school  are  what  they  do 
after  school  and  the  people  they  have  around 

A student  remains  in  school  when  he  has  intelligence,  friends,  good 
clothing  and  feels  he  is  wanted  to  be  with  by  friends 

The  wanting  to  attend  college  s<  that  he  or  she  can  get  a better  Job 
with  better  wages.  To  be  proud  to  say  "I've  got  my  diploma" 
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ADDENDUM  XI 

Individually  Written  Responses  To  Survey  Of  GED  Students  Questionnaire 

Item  V 


Questionnaire  Item: 

V.  Please  describe  briefly  the  single  reason  or  circumstances  that 
caused  you  to  return  to  school. 

Verbatim  Written  Responses: 

!♦  uFov  a better  opportunity 

2.  I like  to  learn  in  school  classes 

3*  I wanted  to  be  someone  in  life  and  not  waste  ay  time  doing  nothing 
but  most  of  «1J  I did  have  before  ar  shall  I say,  I do  have  ambition 
now. 

A.  I am  glad  1 came  back  and  hope  Irl.l  make  it.  I want  a better  job, 

bettei  pay,  and  wore  interested  in  how  much  wore  I can  learn  from  here 

5.  I returned  to  school  because  I have  always  wanted  to  go  to  college  and 
be  somebody  so,  now  th^t  I had  an  opportunity  I came  back 

6.  Because  I have  realize  what  a nessecity  a school  ed.  is  for  jobs  and 
just  for  a bout  everything  else  and  also  a feeling  of  pride  in  me 

7*  I cam  back  to  school  because  after  all  I liked  school.  The  only 
thing  was  that  I get  tired  for  a while.  I need  toe,  to  have  an 
education  to  live  better 

8.  I am  in  school  because  in  the  N.Y.C.  program  we  had  to  come  unlets 
we  woild  lose  the  Job 

9*  I return  to  school  cause  it  made  m^  reiliro  how  important  it  is  to 
have  your  diploma  tc  get  a gcod  job 

10.  The  opportunity  to  finish  my  high  school  education  at  no  extra  cost 

11.  To  find  a fare  job 

12.  What  caused  me  to  keep  going  to  school  was  that  I want  to  graduate 
in  order  to  help  my  self  in  my  coming  future 

13*  The  reason  I returned  to  school  is  that  I would  like  to  have  a 
better  Job,  than  what  I have  now 
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14. 

Started  thinking  of  improving  myself  because  it's  never  too  late 

15. 

Because  I have  to  learn  to  be  some  body 

16. 

The  fact  that  I have  six  sisters  andfcrothers  and  lausy  father  and 
I have  the  duty  to  get  them  out  of  the  life  of  migration  to  the 
northern  states 

17. 

I am  working  presently  as  a janitor  and  I am  interested  in  working 
as  an  nurse's  aide  or  as  LVN  so  I need  tc  be  able  to  finish  my 
training 

18. 

Encouraged  by  one  of  my  best  friends  that  kept  telling  me  it's  never 
too  late  to  learn 

19. 

To  gel  my  diploma,  so  I could  study  a business  course  and  earn  a 
good  salary  to  svpport  my  child  (1  am  a divorcee) 

20. 

I've  always  had  a tremendous  desire  to  learn  more  than  what  I know 
now 

21. 

i now  learn  that  in  the  first  place  I shouldn’t  dropout  school. 
Because  I needed  that  education  to  get  a good  job.  And  row  I want 
to  improve  my  education  so  I can  get  a good  job 

22. 

The  desire  to  continue  school  and  the  first  opportunity  to  do  so 

23* 

First  of  all  when  I started  working  they  told  abouu  this  O.E.D. 
classes  and  that  we  needed  to  come  so  Irm  attending  this  class 
because  I think  that  is  a good  opportunity  for  everyone 

24. 

I was  unable  to  find  a decent  job  without  a diploma 

25. 

Decided  I really  needed  more  education  for  a better  future 

26. 

What  Icouldn'c  get  a good  Job  and  I think  if  I get  an  education  I 
will  get  a good  job  and  make  a better  living 

27. 

I couldn't  get  a job  and  because  I would  like  to  go  to  college 

28. 

My  mother  and  father 

29. 

Desire  to  a better  job  and  more  knowledge 

30. 

Finally  realise  the  mistake  I had  made  some  6 years  ago  and  my 
desire  to  improve  my  income  and  way  of  life 

31. 

I want  to  earn  mroe  so  I can  send  my  child  to  college  and  maybe 
be  more  help  to  them 

32. 

I returned  because  I want  a better  job,  a better  living  and  also 
because  I don't  want  to  bn  working  in  fields  all  of  my  life 

O 
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33.  I improved  my  education  and  get  better  Job 

34.  I returned  to  school  because  I need  more  study  so  I can  understand 
my  family  better  and  at  same  to  better  myself  as  today  they  hire 

a graduated  and  a college  then  a dropout  in  my  Job 

35.  I had  to  finish  my  high  school  in  order  to  be  a nurse  aid  or  a 
better  Job 

36.  Want  to  learn  more  math  and  English 

37.  Wanted  to  have  a better  Job  bo  go  to  college  to  be  someone 
important 

38.  Tne  reed  for  a high  school  diploma  and  realize  how  much  it  is  needed 
for  example,  to  get  better  paying  Jobs 

39.  I returned  to  school  because  I want  to  finish  my  high  school  to  go 
to  college  and  study  ji.edicine  and  perhaps  within  12  years  or  more 
become  a doctor  * 

40.  Desire  to  take  college  and  be  somebody" 
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TABLE  XLVI 


RATI KJ  OF  CHANGES  NEEDED  IN  THE  SCHOOLS  TO  REDUCE  THE  NUMBER  OF  DROPOUTS 
MADE  BY  MALE  GED  STUDENTS  (N-20) 


GED  Interviewee  if 


1 

2 

3 

4 

I 5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

f 1C 

11 

12 

1 13 

14 

13 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Additional  counseling 

1 

1 

8 

3 

1 7 

6 

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

3 

5 

1 

“i 

2 

3 

1 

More  individual 
help  from 
teachers 

5 

2 

9 

1 

8 

7 

5 

1 

4 

1C 

2 

3 

l 

1 

9 

2 

4 

n 

3 

1 

2 

Work  study  program 

with  weekly  salary 

4 

10 

1 

7 

10 

1 

1 

4 

1 

9 

1 

4 

2 

8 

6 

1 

10 

3 

4 

3 

Job  training 
program  leading 
to  employment 

3 

11 

3 

2 

2 

3 

4 

2 

13 

1 

4 

1 

4 

4 

3 

2 

9 

4 

2 

4 

Elimination  of 
some  academic 
subjects 

6 

9 

7 

4 

6 

4 

6 

6 

5 

4 

6 

6 

5 

13 

13 

12 

b 

ir 

i 

7 

5 

Opportunity  for 
extra  school 
activities  during 
the  school  day 

7 

8 

6 

6 

3 

3 

7 

5 

7 

8 

10 

9 

8 

7 

5 

5 

7 

8 

; 6 

11 

Additional  after- 

i 

school  activities 

8 

4 

11 

5 

1 

13 

8 

-7 

10 

6 

11 

10 

6 

3 

7 

6 

4 

8 

10 

10 

Leas  Homework 

11 

13 

5 

8 

12 

12 

9 

3 

12 

5 

10 

8 

7 

12 

12 

10 

12 

10 

11 

6 

More  understanding 
and  sympathetic 
teachers 

• 

2 

5 

4 

9 

5 

11 

10 

4 

2 

2 

5 

4 

9 

1 

4 

7 

5 

7 

5 

7 

More  male  teachers 

9 

: i 

13 

12 

13 

10 

3 

13 

9 

11 

a 

5 

10 

10 

11 

8 

3 

1 

9 

9 

Smaller  class  sizes 

10 

3 

12 

11 

4 

9 

11 

11 

6 

12 

1 7 

7 

11 

2 

8 

9 

2 

6 

13 

6 

Smaller  school  enroll- 
ment 

12 

6 

10 

13 

9 

8 

13 

12 

8 

3 

9 

11 

12 

6 

9 

11 

8 

12 

8 

12 

Shorter  school  day 

13 

7 

2 

10 

11 

2 

12 

8 

11 

13 

12 

12 

13 

11 

10 

13 

13 

13 

12 

13 

i 
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TABLE  XLVII 


RAIIN3  OF  CHANGES  NEEDED  IN  THE  SCHOOLS  TO  REDUCE  THE  NUMBER  OF  DROPOUTS 
~~  MADE  BY  FEMALE  GED  STUDENTS  (N-20) 

GED  Interviewee  if 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

[id 

11 

1.2 

13 

14 

15 

16 

\ 17 

18 

19 

20 

Additional  counseling 

3 

4 

1 

4 

1 

4 

3 

3 

1 

4 

3 

2 

1 

5 

3 

4 

2 

1 

5 

~ 1 

More  individual 
help  from 
teachers 

4 

2 

6 

3 

2 

3 

8 

1 

2 

5 

7 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

7 

3 

2 

3 

Work  study  program 
with  weekly  salary 

1 

11 

2 

2 

8 

2 

1 

13 

5 

3 

4 

4 

11 

4 

6 

1 

3 

9 

9 

2 

Job  training 
program  leading 
to  employment 

2 

5 

11 

1 

9 

1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

6 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

4 

8 

4 

5 

Elimination  of 

some  academic  . , 

subjects 

12 

13 

12 

9 

12 

8 

9 

8 

7 

10 

1 

6 

10 

6 

7 

6 

3 

10 

10 

8 

Opportunity  for 
extra  school 
activities  during 
the  school  day 

11 

6 

3 

11 

10 

6 

7 

4 

6 

9 

11 

7 

4 

7 

4 

7 

11 

6 

8 

13 

Additional  after- 
school  activities 

5 

7 

10 

8 

11 

7 

10 

5 

10 

6 

13 

8 

12 

8 

8 

9 

12 

11 

7 

6 

Less  Homework 

13 

9 

4 

7 

7 

9 

12 

7 

8 

1 

3 

9 

9 

9 

9 

6 

9 

7 

11 

9 

More  undsrstanding 
and  sympathetic 
teachers 

% 

3 

5 

6 

3 

5 

4 

6 

3 

11 

8 

5 

5 

10 

5 

3 

10 

2 

3 

7 

Mors  sale  teachers 

7 

8 

13 

12 

13 

10 

11 

9 

9 

13 

12 

11 

8 

3 

13 

10 

13 

13 

13 

11 

Smaller  cla&s  sixes 

8 

1 

7 

10 

4 

11 

5 

11 

12 

8 

10 

10 

6 

11 

12 

3.3 

1 

5 

1 

4 

Smaller  school 
enrollment 

9 

10 

8 

5 

6 

12 

13 

10 

13 

12 

9 

12 

7 

13 

10 

11 

6 

12 

12 

10- 

Shorter  school  day 

10 

12 

9 

13 

5 

13 

6 

12 

11 

2 

13 

13 

12 

11 

l2\ 

i 8 

4 

6 

12 

t 
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TABLE  XLVII1 

RATING  OF  CHANGES  ICED  ED  IN  THE  SCHOOLS  TO  REDUCE  THE  MJMBER  OF  DROPOUTS 
MADE  BY  MALE  AM)  FEMALE  GED  STUDENTS  (N-40) 


Additional  counseling 

Cumulative* 
Response 
Rating  Order 
Males  Females 

(N-20)  (N-20) 

1 1 

Cumulative* 
Response 
Percentage 
Males  Females 

(N-20)  (H-20) 

More  individual  help  from 
teachers 

3 

2 

10. 45 

11.75 

Work  study  program  with 
weekly  salary 

4 

4 

10.35 

9.75 

Job  training  program 
leading  to  employment 

2 

3 

10.60 

11.10 

Elimination  ef  some 
academic  subjects 

7 

9 

7.65 

6.25 

Opportunity  for 
extra  school  activities 
during  the  school  day 

6 

7 

7.75 

7.00 

Additional  after-achoo 
activities 

8 

10 

6.70 

5.90 

Less  homework 

11 

8 

5.00 

6.50 

More  understanding  and 
sympathetic  teachers 

5 

5 

8.95 

9.25 

More  male  teachers 

10 

13 

5.:.o 

3.70 

Smaller  class  sices 

9 

6 

6.50 

7.15 

Smaller  school 
enrollment 

12 

12 

4.80 

4.40 

Shorter  school  day 

13 

11 

3.80 

4.90 

*Per talcing  to  the  sum  of  the  frequencies  of  experimentally  determined  values 
of  a random  variable. 
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TABLE  XLIX 

RATING  OF  CHANGES  NEEDED  IN  THE  SCHOOLS  TO  REDUCE  THE  NUMBER  OF  DROPOUTS 
MADE  BY  ALL  GED  STUDENTS  (N-40) 


Cumulative* 

Cumulative* 

Response 

Response 

Rating  Order 

Percentage 

All  GED  Students 

All  GED  Student3 

(N-40) 

(N-40) 

X 

Additional  counseling 

1 

12.26 

More  individual  help  fro© 

teachers 

2 

11.10 

Work  study  program  v' id 

week'y  salary 

4 

10.05 

Job  training  program 

leading  to  employment 

3 

10.85 

Elimination  of  some 

academic  subjects 

7 

6.95 

Opportunity  for 

extra  school  activities 

7.38 

during  the  school  day 

6 

Additional  after-school 

6.30 

activities 

9 

Lese  Homework 

10 

5.75 

More  understanding  and 

sypathetlc  teachers 

5 

8.10 

More  male  teachers 

12 

4.50 

Smaller  class  sites 

8 

6.83 

Smaller  school 

enrollatnt 

11 

4*60 

Shorter  echool  day 

13 

4.35 

^Pertaining  to  the  sum  of  the  frequencies  of  experimentally  determined 
values  of  a random  variable* 
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ADDENDUM  XII 

Individually  Written  Responses  To  Survey  Of  GED  Students  Queationnaire 

Item  Vn 


Questionnaire  Item: 

V.  What  educationally  feasible  changes  and  conditions  can  be 

implemented  in  the  s hoo  a to  reduce  the  number  of  dropouts? 
Rank  1 through  13. 


n)  Others  (describe) 

Verbatim  Written  Responses: 

1.  ?!Perhap8  a more  personal  look  into  a prpblem  child  or  teenage, 
'definately  to  have  an  M.D.  of  phyciatry  or  t/jlft  to  detect 
dylexla  in  a person 

2.  Soma  way  to  help  the  student  in  financial  matter.  Some  kind 

of  work  after  school  because  if  Jobs  could  be  giving  to  students 

that  really  need  it  and  are  instructed  in  furtheining  their 
education 

3.  To  ask  teachers  to  understand  when  a student  comes  from  a bis 
family  or  poor  family  not  to  embarrass  ’iim  if  he  can't  bring  his 
gym  suits  or  whatever  money  he  has  to  donate,  because  that's  what 
makes  them  naver  to  come  to  school  to  be  laugh  at  because  of  that 

4.  Implementing  kinds  of  trades  at  high  school  level  that  would  give 

the  students  that  cannot  afford  further  education  to  graduate 

having  learned  a skill 

5.  Teach  in  the  level  of  the  slowest  student  In  class  or  make  classes 
of  students  In  the  name  level 

6.  Do  not  have  too  many  steps  and  mutual  understanding  between  teachers 
rod  students 

7.  1 think  If  teachers  would  take  students  too  a store  or  office,  and 
asks  them  about  their  education  and  salary  and  then  take  them  to 
labor  office  and  asks  them  about  their  salary  in  the  grade  they  are 
in  thit  would  »mke  a point 

d.  Teachers  should  know  very  well  the  background  of  each  student  from 
home  and  religion  habits  so  she  can  treat  them  es  individual*  for 
help 
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9.  Treat  students  like  they  are  somebody  and  try  to  help  thea  so  often 
the  teachers  call  the  students  bad  names 

10.  To  have  pressure  in  school  hours  and  see  that  study  and  understanding 
of  everything  taught  on  the  day’s  lessons  when  anyone  makes  a mistake 
of  any  knid,  explain  the  subject  that  is  wrong  and  give  a chance  to 
him  to  learn  to  do  better 

11.  I feel  that  students  should  be  given  more  of  the  teacher's  time, 

because  I have  noticed  that  if  a student  is  not  too  Interested,  the 
teacher  must  do  something  to  encourage  them  a little  more  and  net 
put  them  aside  for  t:*c  students.  Also  try  to  get  in  touch 

with  their  parents  and  see  what  can  be  done  to  help  that  student  in 
trouble 

12.  To  my  opinion  I think  that  shorter  courses  will  help  and  this  is 
what  I mean  for  a student  12  years  is  a long  time  and  to  keep  in 
school  means  doing  without  a lot  of  thingo  80  if  the  schooling  could 
be  less  years  I'm  sure  a lot  of  students  will  remain  insschool 
knowing  that  in  a few  years  they  will  be  through  with  their  schooling 

13.  Keeping  the  students  aware  8t  all  times,  that  education  nowadays 
is  a muut.  In  some  cases  less  homework  might  help  some  students 
that  put  a little  interest  about  their  classes 

14.  Many  children  are  retsln  in  the  same  grade  several  times,  so 
sooner  aie  later  they  will  lose  interest  in  school  because  of 
finding  tiemselves  with  a group  that  is  not  of  his  same  age. 

Whenever  they  get  to  the  junior  high  school  they  are  usually  old 
enough  to  be  in  high  school  are  old  enough  to  welk.  They  begin 
to  think  of  how  many  yesrs  they  have  to  go  before  they  will  finish 
school  and  this  alone  will  make  them  lose  interest.'  I think  that 
if  a child  falls  mote  than  once  . auuld  be  promoted  to  another 
higher  grade  to  see  if  he  is  smart  enough  to  be  there  and  didn't 
pass  ju3t  because  they  weren't  interested  enough  to  work  a little 
harder 

To  my  opinion  I would  like  teachers  that  wouldn’t  joko  to  much 
with  their  students  and  for  teachers  to  be  more  strict  and  explain 
the  lessons  to  to  students  that  really  want  to  learn  something. 

I think  this  will  make  students  more  intraated  and  learn  more 
because  otherwise  they  just  get  bored  because  they  are  wasting 
thalr  time.  To  me  this  is  the  best  idea  because  this  fpply  to 
me  pearsem41)y 

For  teechera  to  encourage  pupils  to  stay  in  school,  who  want  to 
drop  out,  talk  with  parents  of  pupil  end  find  reason  fur  pupil 
dropping  out*  some  pupils'  find  school  extra  hard*  e've  this 
pupils  more  of  tha  teachers  time 
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16. 
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1?.  Let  the  students  participate  in  groups.  Like  every  one  hovxng 
some  kind  of  responsabily . Sopa  don't  quilify  for  some  group 
let  them  try  another  (Band)  Pep  Squad)  (Plays),  Games  Student 
Counail  - there  are  a lot  of  things  and  some  students  never  get  in 
anything  but  studies  and  get  discourage  - so  they  drop  out 

18.  For  one  I feel  that  public  schools  should  have  a better  currilu- 
lum  program,  stress  mere  on  the  three  R's.  In  elementary  school 
(reading)  should  definatly  be  taught  right.  Also  in  the  high  school 
level  I feel  a councellar,  for  personal  problems  no  matter  how  small 
a problem,  is  needed 

19.  Individual  counceling  with  parents  and  students,  emmedietely  after 
students  start  dropping  out  of  classes.  Also  more  trade  training 
choices  for  the  students  who  will  be  unable  to  attend  college 

20.  I would  recommend  several  things  to  be  made  to  reduce  the  number 
of  drop-outs  in  school.  First,  they  should  have  better  trans- 
po^tat/  for  some  of  the  students.  They  too,  need  to  be  fed  at 
bchool  At  lunch  time  because  of  transportation.  - Some  students  want 
less  homework.  Other  students  complaint  about  9ome  teachers,  that 
they  are  so  strict  or  they  do  not  explain  very  well  - 

21.  I would  like  to  recommend  that  teachers  take  time  during  the  class 
period  to  help  students  in  whatever  problem  he  has  in  the  subject 

22.  To  pay  more  att.  to  the  students.  Also  the  transportation  they 
have,  and  the  fights.  Punish  the  guys  how  there  sopose  to  be 
punish.  Tell  the  teacher  to  ask  the  students  if  they  have  any 
problem  back  home.  So  they  can  get  tbgehther  and  discus^it  to 
see  than  can  help  them  in  any  way  possible 

23.  I would  recotmuend  a change  in  the  schools  to  reduce  the  number  of 
dropouts  more  understanding  from  the  teachers  and  be  more  strict, 
on  the  student,  but  most  of  all,  students  sometimes  get  discourage 
with  school,  and  the  teachers  should  help  the  student  in  everyway 
they  can.  To  my  knowledge  understanding  will  help  the  students 

24.  Teachers  attitude  towards  the  students,  because  some  teachers  are 
rot  at  all  concern  with  the  progress  of  the  students.  Teachera 
jhoild  stimulate  students  and  encourage  them  to  stay  in  school 
and  they  also  should  give  the  acme  attention  to  all 

25.  Better  Teachers*  Better  English  Teachers.  Better  Text  Books,  cover 
more  studies  fror  the  firat  Grade  to  the  12  grades.  Teach  Foreign 
Languages;  Spanish,  French  and  German,  make  class  the  10  months  a 
year.  Sc  students  and  have  one  month  In  school  and  last  vacation 
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26.  Teachers  should  be  more  comprehensive,  and  should  understand  the 
students,  and  feel  their  needs,  besides  teachers  Should  not  play 
with  students  they  should  be  respected  by  all  her  or  his  class 

2V.  That  the  laws  whiih  the  Suprintendent  or  the  principal  applies  to 

students  just  also  apply  for  teachers-.  For  example:  If  they  do  not 

want  the  students  to  wear  mini  or  short  dresses  to  school,  the  teach- 
ers should  set  the  example  by  obeying  the  law  too  or  rule.  Also  not 
to  atop  the  N.Y.C.  program  which  give  the  students  a chance  to  work 
so  that  they  can  buy  what  they  need  for  school.  It  is  a lot  of  help 
for  students  to  have  money  for  what  they  need,  because  if  they  come 
from  poor  families  they  quit  school 

28.  I think  some  changes  could  be  in  finding  part  time  jobs  for  some 
of  the  students  who  need  work  the  most.  Some  teachers  should  be 
advised  to  be  more  considerate  and  try  to  be  fair  to  all  the 
students  in  their  class*  some  should  learn  to  be  better  teachers 
and  try  to  teach  better  so  all  students  should  learn  good.  I 
had  a teacher  that  v*r  so  mean,  and  she  was  one  of  the  reasons  I 
dropped  out  from  school.  I disliked  hei  so  much  I hated  to  be 
taught  by  her 

29.  Students  attending  school  have  very  strict  laws  in  the  office 
regarding  an  absent  slip  because  when  the  go  tc  the  office  to  get 
an  absent  slip  the  get  a lot  of  Question  about  did  the  nor  ^ as 
if  they  doubt  their  word  that  i*:  was  done  by  their  mother  they 
even  check  a card  to  be  sure  itfs  my  handwriting 

30.  If  they  could  shorten  the  school  hour*  they  would  be  better  short, 
and  if  they  would  give  less  homework  6 Instead  of  homework  give 
that  work  in  class  that  would  be  better  because  they  would  do  the 
work  and  at  home  if  possible  they  would  get  someone  to  do  the  home- 
work and  what  are  they  learning  nothing.  And  if  they  could  reduce 
the  no,  of  old  teachers  you  know  thi  teachers  in  his  or  her  60*8 
and  get  younger  teachers  with  younger  ideas  as  you  know  the  students 
are  not  old 

31.  I recommend  that  teachers,  principle,  vice-principle  and  Leadr 

of  the  fluidence  Dept,  halp  those  kidc  that  are  behind  more  in  the 
subjeftts  they  are  failing  (especially  the  Migrants  Kids).  A 
little  more  extra  time  won't  hurt  a teacher  or  anybody  to  give  to 
their  students  for  study  together.  This  will  help  the  students 
to  keep  from  dropping  out  of  school 

32.  I have  nothing  to  say  about  the  Teachers  or  Directors  - B^t  one  and 
ot  ly  problem  that  t see  unfair  is  the  competition  for  social  affairs. 
If  you  have  mony,  it  is  seams  to  me  that  you  have  a Better  Chance 

of  winning  - Ex.  for  Moat  Beautiful,  if  you  have  the  mony  for  the 
advertising  you  win  and  if  you  don't,  Well  That's  it.  I know  1 was 
one  of  those  girls.  Who  - coufcdn't  partlslpat*  because  of  lack  of 
mony,  1 know  you  do  not  have  to  have  It  (mony)  But  you  feel  that 
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if  you  Win,  where  Will  you  get  The  mony  for  dress  and  photo  so 
Please  let  poor  people  have  a chance  at  all  this 

33.  I would  like  to  recommend  more  understanding  to  the  pupile  be- 
cause some  teachers  pay  more  attentaion  to  the  ones  that  are  from 
certain  families*  I would  aay  they  need  better  Teachers 

34.  I think  that  there  should  be  at  least  a 1/2  pierud,  "letdcall  it 
preach, M to  tell  the  students,  and  show  them  more  likely  how  live 
is  on  the  out  side*  to  talk  too  them,  to  show  the  diffienes 
between  a labor  A a loyer,  a truck  driver  or  a salesmen 

35.  Things  that  could  improve  in  cutting  the  dropout  number,  wo*ld 

oe  more  personal  relations  between  students  and  teachers,  To  have 
classes  as  subj : Better  Relations  - Better  understanding.  Also 

why  should  we  care  about  ancient  history  - we  should  care  subjects 
as  air-pbllut ion,  riot  control.  Asia  crisis.  Also  to  have 
segregation  of  students  at  the  start  of  each  year  have  students 
take  an  equivalent  test,  to  determine  the  slow  learning  student 
and  the  quick  learning  students,  because  a slow  learner  will 
alway  feel  behind  and  decide  he  will  never  be  able  to  cotch  up 
so  he  decides  to  quit 

36.  One  of  the  changes  I would  recommend  would  be  for  more  counslers 
or  more  people  who  can  understand  the  reason  why  a teenager  has 
to  drop  out  because  of  econonic  reasons.  More  help  should  be 
given  to  those  kind  of  people  who  find  it  hard  to  go  to  school 
and  keep  a job 

37.  I think  if  parents  were  more  capable  of  instructing  thlre 
children  and  emphasize  the  importance  of  an  education,  this 
especialy  by  those  parents  who  are  dropouts  themselves  also 
teachers  should  be  on  the  look  out  for  those  students  who 
might  dropout 

38.  Lees  students  in  one  class.  More  school  program  to  keep  the  student 
here  in  Laredo.  More  morderm  equiment  to  be  used  by  a teacher  to 
better  teach  a student.  And  if  a sti-dent  breack  a school  rule.  I 
don't  think  be  should  be  supenede  from  school.  Better  yet,  I think 
a private  talk  will  do 

39.  Probably  have  *are  understanding  teachers,  maybe  because  you're 
sent  to  a school  and  you'd  like  to  attend  another  but  because  of 
certain  districts  you  can't  attend  the  school  of  your  choice. 
Transportation  is  also  one  of  the  major  reasons  economically 
speaking.  Less  Homework  ar.i  less  strict-teachers " 

40.  Hava  more  Jobs  for  the  kids  in  high  school  or  Junior  high. 

Sotietlmes  they  are  kids  in  the  K.Y.C,  that  don't  need  the  Job 
so  badly.  Something  should  be  done  to  try  to  get  jobs  for  the 
people  or  Hda  I might  aay,  that  really  need  the®.  Thank  you 
for  trying  to  do  aomething  for  th>:  dropouts. 
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Association  with  friends 

who  are  students  7 7'07  8 6.93 

♦Pertaining  to  the  sum  ot  the  frequencies  of  experimentally  determined  values  of  a random  variable. 
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New  Style  Shirt 

If  the  people  who  have  it  made  in  the  l\S.  maintain  the  same  degree  of  rental 
alertness  and  social  compassion  in  the  future  that  they  have  exhibited  In  :he  past 
they  will  provide  themselves  with  the  opportunity  to  save  the  seven  or  eight  hundred 
dollars  a year  it  costs  to  maintain  adequately  a pupil  in  the  public  schools*  Sm  h 
savings  can  be  effectuated  by  spending  the  eight  to  nine  thousand  dollars  a ye n it 
"ts  to  maintain  an  inmate  of  the  penitentiary  system*  In  the  new  style  shlrl  the 
ipes  will  run  horizontally. 
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Code  Interpretation 

Ml-l; 

Sex, .Cassette  Tape  Number- Interview  Number 

18; 

Age  at  date  of  dropping  school. 

5-25- 

68;  Date  of  dropping  school* 

9; 

Grade  at  date  of  dropping  school. 

4. 

Number  of  times  retained  prior  to  dropping 
school. 
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VERBATIM  INTERVIEWS  WITH  MALE  DROPOUTS 


The  following  consists  of  the  actual  taped  Interviews 


translated  from  the  Spanish  spoken  In  the  interviews,  to 


the  English  and  are  as  nearly  exact  as'such  translation 


allows. 
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* I Ul  DEPARTMENT  Of  ME  ALTH,  IDOC  ATKMV  ' 

OfflC?OM  DUCAT  K*l 
THIS  DOCUMENT  MAS  HEN  NEPROOuCEO 
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VTETN  0*  OPINIONS  STATED  DO  NOT  NEC  IS 
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MI-1;  18;  5-25-68;  9;  4; 


What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

Nothing  I dropped  out  because  I was  going  to  go  up  north  to  work. 
School  was  ok  but  I needed  to  work  and  1 couldn't  find  a job  here 
so  I dropped. 

When  did  you  drop? 

I dropped  in  1964  from  the  6th  grade  from  Catherine  Tarver  School, 
Then  I came  back  to  the  7th  grade  in  Christen,  Then  in  the  8th 
grade  I joined  the  Job  Corps  for  one  year.  Then  I came  back  to 
school  to  the  9th  grade  and  I got  bored  of  school  and  I dropped 
to  go  to  work  at  the  Quintana's  Apartments.  I have  been  working 
there  since  then. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  dene  to  make  you  like 
to  go  to  school? 

Well  in  some  schools,  I don't  know  it's  ok,  but  you  get  bored  of 
doing  the  same  stuff  every  day. 

How  would  you  like  the  schools  to  be?  Did  you  like  the  subjects? 

Do  they  have  to  be  changed?  Or  what  do  you  need? 

Well  when  I was  in  the  Job  Corps  you  know  you  go  to  school  one 
day  and  one  day  you  work,  I was  studying  welding.  When  I came 
back  I wanted  to  take  welding  over  there  in  Martin  but  they 
couldn't  give  me  welding. 

Do  you  think  that  the  tchools  should  have  more  vocational  subjects? 
Yes. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

Yes. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

It  is  hard  to  find  a job  because  you  know  I work  hard  and  I only 
get  $50  a week  that  why  I want  to  go  back  but  I don't  know. 

You  know  I dropped  from  the  9th  grade  because  the  draft  was  after 
me  too  and  I dropped  to  Join  and  you  see  I didn't  make  it  so  I 
started  to  work. 

Do  you  think  your  parents  could  have  done  something  to  make  you 
stay  in  school7 
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They  tried  but  they  told  me  to  ao  whatever  I thought  was  best. 
They  really  wanted  me  to  stay  but  I told  them  that  I was  sick  and 
bored  of  going  to  school.  They  couldn't  agree  with  me  going  out 
of  school  but  they  finally  agreed  and  they  told  roe  1 was  going  to 
regret  it. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  go  tc*  school? 
Nothing. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Nothing  everything  was  ok. 

Then  there  is  nothing  that  is  keeping  you  from  going  to  school? 


No. 


What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

I don't  know,  everything. 

Do  you  miss  anything  in  particular? 

My  granmar. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

To  get  better  grades  but  they  weren't  good  enough.  You  know  I 
was  the  type  who  didn't  put  much  attention. 

What  could  you  personally  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Well  first  I have  to  see  1 am  planning  to  go  to  school  again  but 

I don't  know  if  I should  or  not.  I am  J 9 right  now  and  I dropped 

from  the  9th  grade  and  I am  planning  to  look  for  another  Job  but 
1 don't  know  whether  to  look  for  a Job  or  to  go  beck  to  school. 

I don't  know  if  I do.  I plan  to  see  if  I can  get  higher  in  school. 

Do  you  think  that  if  there  was  another  type  of  program  that  you 
could  go  would  you  go? 

Well,  you  see  I heard  from  the  manager's  husband  that  they  were  going 
to  start  a program  where  you  could  go  to  school  and  get  paid.  I 
think  that  is  a good  program. 

What  circumstances  made  you  drop  school? 
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A 

Well  my  reason  was  because  when  I went  to  pre-register  the  first 

/ . 

time  me  and  another  friend  we  had  chains  and  a pack  of  cigaretts. 
That  wa s a mistake  about  the  cigaretts.  I don't  know.  The  vice- 
principal ask  us  how  did  we  expected  to  go  to  school.  He  said 
that  we  were  older  and  that  we  were  suppose  to  set  the  example, 
and  we  t^ld  him  (hat  we  were  not  going  to  bring  them  anymore,  but 
then  la.er  or  I t jw  that  every  guy  in  school  had  chains  and  had 
cigaretts  and  a i 1 of  that  so  I didn't  say  anything.  Then  when 
I wanted  to  drop  out  of  school  I thought  of  that  you  know,  and  I 
told  him  why  he  didn't  complain  about  the  other  guys  bringing 
cigaretts  and  chains  and  he  didn't  say  anything. 

Q 

Do  you  think  it  was  because  you  were  oJder? 

A 

He  said  because  v ? re  older  we  were  suppose  to  set  the  example 

and  all  of  tha:  so  wiiat  the  heck  that  was  my  main  reason.  He  used 
to  blame  everything  on  us  and  I thought  that  was  not  right. 

Q 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 

Well  like  I said  I want  to  go  back  to  school  because  it  is  hard  to 
get  a Job  without  education.  I want  to  go  back.  I know  now  that 
I cannot  get  s good  job.  I want  to  see  if  I can  get  higher  in  my 
education.  If  I go  to  night  ^lasses,  I am  going  to  try  to  pass  to 
if  I can  get  a high  school  diploma. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

A 

In  my  math. 

Q 

Where  do  you  think  you  picked  it  up?  How  do  you  think  you  have 
improved  it?  In  the  Job  Corps  do  you  think? 

A 

Yes  in  the  Job  Corps. 

Q 

How  were  the  classes  in  the  Job  Corps? 

A 

They  teach  you  grammar,  English,  and  tmth.  They  wanted  to  give  me 
the  G.E.D.  test  but  I didn't  know  what  it  was,  and  I didn't  take  it 
then  they  told  me  what  it  was  but  it  was  too  late. 

Q 

Ia  that  sort  of  like  an  equivalence  test  for  a high  school  diploma? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

My  English. 

> 
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Besides  school  in  wuat  ways  are  you  worst  off? 

Financially* 

How  do  you  think  it  is  in  comparison  of  when  you  were  in  school? 
Do  you  think  you  ara  better  off  or  worst  off? 

Worst  off. 

If  you  had  to  do  U all  over  again  would  yru  drop  school  a second 
t ime  ? 


No* 

Under  frhat  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

They  should  finish  their  education  because  it  is  very  important 
because  it  is  very  hard  to  find  a job  I think  it  is  very  important 
to  finish. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn’t  encourage  me*  They  told  me  to  stay  that  I was  going  to 
suffer  and  that  I was  not  going  to  find  a job;  but  I didn't  believe 
them  but  now  that  I ara  dropped  out  I know  that  they  were  right. 

What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  tc  school? 

I want  to  go  back  but  I don't  think  that  anyone  could  do  anything 
for  me. 

How  could  the  government  or  the  teachers  halp  you  return  to  icho' 1? 

I could  go  back  to  school  without  help. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to  do? 
Welding. 

Is  there  anything  else  that  you  can  think  you  could  say  about  the 
schools  or  some  of  the  other  questions? 

No,  I don't  think  so. 
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Ml-2;  18;  3-11-68;  7;  5. 


Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

A 

Well  you  see  you  go  to  school  to  study  and  since  1 was  retained 
too  many  times  I couldn't  do  anything  ore  that  is  why  I dropped. 

Q 

How  old  were  you? 

A 

18. 

Q 

Were  you  in  the  7th  grade? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

Could  you  t link  of  anything  that  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done 
to  help  you  learn? 

A 

No. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

A 

I don’t  know. 

Q 

Did  you  like  school? 

A 

Yes,  but  I was  not  getting  anything  out  of  it  because  I was  retained 
three  times  in  the  aame  grade. 

Q 

How  could  they  have  helped  you  pass  or  to  get  what  you  wanted? 

A 

Help  me  to  study  in  the  classes. 

Q 

How  were  the  teachers? 

A 

They  were  nice  but  I was  behind. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

I don't  know. 

Q 

Are  they  ok  the  way  they  are? 

A 

Yes« 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  the  way  they  are  now? 

A 

Well,  right  now  I can't  go  because  I got  this  car  and  I have  to 
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pay  it  and  also  because  they  need  me  to  help  them  at  home  that 
was  another  reason  I dropped. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

In  no  way;  only  that  l am  progressing. 

Is  there  any  way  that  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Well  I would  like  to  go  back  but  you  see  I have  to  pay  for  the  car. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

Force  me  to  go. 

What  could  they  have  done  to  make  you  like  school? 

They  told  me  to  stay*  but  I told  them  that  it  was  too  much,  that  I 
was  retained  three  times,  that  it  was  better  to  drop  so  1 could 
help  them  because  the  family  it.  too  big  so  I started  to  work. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school? 

Yes  it  would  have  to  change  before  I would  like  to  return. 

If  you  didn r t have  to  pay  the  car  would  you  return  to  school? 

Yes,  If  they  told  me  to  go  I would. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

The  friends  and  the  studies. 

Do  you  miss  anything  in  particular? 

Just  the  studies  and  all  of  that. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Nothing*  Juat  study  more  and  try  to  progress* 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

I don't  know. 

I»  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 
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No,  I don’t  need  anything* 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I couldn1 t learn. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

Just  study  more  or  something  like  tha£. 

You  said  that  if  you  didn’t  have  to  pay  for  the  car  you  would 
return  to  school? 

Yes* 

How  does  this  have  to  change  before  you  would  return  to  school? 

When  I finish  paying  the  car. 

Would  you  return  to  school  then? 

I don't  know  vhat  kind  of  school  would  I go  to  the  same  or  what? 

You  could  go  to  the  same  or  go  to  adult  education  would  you  return 
to  something  like  that? 

I don't  know  I think  I couldn't  go  to  school  right  now;  because  they 
need  me  at  home. 

What  kind  of  school  would  you  like  to  go? 

Just  regular,  like  Martin. 

How  are  you  be:ter  off  since  leaving  school? 

No,  1 an  so  so;  more  or  less  the  same* 

How  are  you  worst  off? 

1 am  the  same. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  droo  school  for  a 
second  tiffs? 

If  1 had  to  a tart  school  again  yes. 

No,  if  you  were  in  the  same  situation  when  you  drop? 

No,  1 would  stay* 
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Q 

Under  what  circumstances  should  every  student  drop  school? 

A 

There  is  no  good  reason  for  dropping  school  they  should  stay 
whatever  the  situation  is  until  you  finish. 

Q 

How  did  your  parent*  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

No,  they  didn't  encourage  me. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  didn't  say  anything;  I thought  of  dropping  myself.  I got 
discouraged  because  I couldn't  learn;  I wouldn't  pass. 

Q 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A 

I don't  know. 

Q 

What  could  the  government  or  the  schools  do  to  help  you  return  to 
school? 

A 

I don't  knov.  I would  like  to  return  to  school  and  I want  to 
return.  Some  of  my  friends  told  me  that  they  had  been  called 
and  I wished  I could  get  called  so  that  I could  go  back. 

Q 

If  they  pay  you  to  go  to  school  do  you  think  this  might  help  you 
return  to  school? 

A 

It  might  be  some  help  but  I don't  know. 

Q 

Didn't  anybody  called  you  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Yes  they  did  and  asked  me  why  I had  dropped  and  all  of  that  and  1 
told  them  I had  to  help  my  mother  and  I had  to  work. 

Q 

If  you  didn't  have  to  help  at  home  and  didn't  have  to  pay  the  car 
would  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Yea  if  I didn't  have  to  Jo  all  of  this. 

Q 

If  you  had  the  opportunity  to  work  in  anything  you  wanted  to  what 
would  yoc  like  to  do? 

A 


Q 

Is  there  anything  in  particular  that  you  like  to  do? 

A 

Like  a doctor  or  something. 
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Q Could  you  think  of  anything  you  might  have  forgotten  to  tell  us 

about  the  other  questions? 

A No. 
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Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

classes? 

A Nothing  I was  decided  to  drop  to  help  my  family*  And  besides  I 

couldn’t  learn.  I was  very  behind. 

Q Could  the  people  in  the  schools  .have  done  anything  to  make  you 

like  to  go  to  classes? 

A Nothing.  What  happen  was  that  I couldn’t  learn  and  I didn't  pay 

much  attention  that  is  why  I decided  to  drop. 

Q Could  you  think  of  anything  that  could  have  helped  you? 

A Explaining  to  me  more  because  I was  very  behind. 

Q Did  you  like  school? 

A I did  like  it  but  I hung  around  with  some  friends  who  used  to  tell 

me  to  skip  classes  and  I would  do  it  so  that  they  would  leave  me 
alone.  That  is  when  I began  considering  dropping. 

Q What  would  have  to  happen  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 

return? 

A I don't  know.  I have  to  think  about  it  because  two  years  without 

going  to  school,  it  would  like  going  to  the  1st  grade.  I have 
forgotten  everything. 

Q Could  you  think  of  anything  that  could  be  changed  in  the  schools 

before  you  would  return  to  school? 

A The  schools  are  ok  it  was  me  who  couldn't  progress. 

Q How  do  you  regret  leaving  school? 

A In  no  way. 

Q Would  you  return  to  school  the  way  they  are  now? 

A No. 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A Just  force  me. 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A Nothing. 
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What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Nothing  would  have  to  happen  at  home,  just  force  me. 

Do  you  think  that  if  they  force  you,  you  would  return  to  achool? 

Well,  like  I said,  not  right  now  because  I have  been  out  of  school 
for  two  more  years  and  it's  like  if  I would  return  to  the  1st  grade 
because  I have  forgotten  everything. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Just  the  books. 

What  books  do  you  think  you  need  the  most? 

Geography,  English,  and  the  spelling. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Have  a sure  Job  and  go  to  schocl. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

If  they  would  give  me  the  opportunity  to  work  and  go  to  school/ 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

No,  just  a Job. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school 
Nothing  I was  decider  to  help  ^y  family  with  whatever  1 could. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  : eturn  to  school? 

Like  I said  before  to  have  a sure  job  r i 1 ' ooi. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  schc> 

I am  not  better  off* 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I donft  Vnow  I would  have  to  take  a test  to  sea  how  worst  off  I am. 
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Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school  besides  the  studies  in 
general? 

A 

I am  not  so  bad  right  now. 

. Q 

Are  you  working  right  now? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 
time? 

A 

I donr t think  so. 

Q 

Would  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

A 

I can't  think  of  any  right  now. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  didn ' t encourage  me  I dropped  because  I wanted  to. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  didn’t  discourage  me  either. 

Q 

What  could  be  done  now  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

A 

To  have  a job  at  night  and  be  able  to  go  to  school. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  regular  classes  or  vhat  type  of  classes  would 
you  go? 

A 

The  same  classes  I had  and  work  at  night. 

Q 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

A 

In  anything  as  long  as  I have  some  sure  money  to  help  my  family. 

Q 

If  you  could  be  trained  in  anything  what  would  you  like  to  do? 

A 

I don’t  know. 

Q 

Ia  there  anything  you  would  like  to  do  the  most? 
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Electrician. 

What  could  you  say  about  the  other  questions? 
h8'^e  forgotten  to  tell  us? 


Something  you  might 


A No. 


244 


M2-4;  17;  5-25-66;  5;  6 


Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

A 

No,  they  didn't  say  anything.  See  It  happen  this  way,  the  classes 
begin  to  make  fights. 

Q 

Where  did  you  go  to  school? 

A 

I was  in  Leyendecker  and  from  there  I was  sent  to  Farias  and  from 
there  1 passed.  When  I was  in  Leyendecker  I dropped  from  the  4th 
grade.  In  Farias  L was  in  the  4th  grade  from  there  they  sent  me 
to  Tarver  and  from  there  I dropped. 

Q 

What  do  you  think  that  the  teachers  could  have  done  to  make  you 
stay  in  school? 

A 

No,  they  didn't  do  anything  to  me. 

Q 

What  could  they  have  done? 

A 

To  call  me  and  ask  me  to  come  to  school. 

Q 

Did  anybody  call  you  to  find  out  why  you  didn't  go  to  school? 

A 

No. 

Q 

What  could  they  have  done  in  the  classes? 

A 

They  always  blamed  me  and  a few  others  for  the  fights  in  the  class 
and  I never  did  anything  like  that,  but  the  teachers  always  believed 
what  the  others  told  him  and  they  would  Sent  me  to  the  principal. 

And  one  time  they  told  me  to  go  home  and  bring  my  mother,  but  she 
could  not  go  because  she  had  to  do  the  housework,  ironing  and  all 
of  that  so  I told  them  she  could  not  come  and  they  accepted  me 
again  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

Q 

Did  you  return  to  school  the  next  year? 

A 

No  because  1 was  retained  in  the  5th  grade  so  I decided  to  drop 
and  look  for  work. 

Q 

Could  the  people  have  done  anything  to  make  you  like  L~nool? 

A 

I thiik  so.  Maybe  1 would  have  stayed. 

Q 

What  could  they  have  done? 

A 

1 have  no  idea. 

Q 

What  kind  of  school  would  you  like  in  other  words?  Or  what  kind 
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of  te ache vs  would  you  like? 

Teachers  that  are  good. 

How  were  your  teachers? 

The  ones  from  over  chere  were  good,  but  they  used  to  play  around 
with  the  beys. 

How  did  they  play? 

Over  there  in  that  school  the  boys  play  a lot  and  the  teachers  could 
not  do  anything  they  could  not  keep  the  claries  down, 

Were  they  men  teachers  or  female  teachers. 

They  *jere  both. 

Do  you  think  that  they  would  fix  this  you  would  go  back  to  school? 

I think  so. 

How  do  you  regret  leaving  school? 

Right  now  I don't  regret  anything. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  go  to  classes? 

If  they  have  gone  to  talk  to  the  teachers  and  the  superintendent 
and  besides  the  schools  now  are  just  a lot  of  play  around.  Mother 
said  it  was  better  to  drop.  You  know  I hr  $z  a brother  who  is  in 
the  Air  Force  and  no*  he  was  in  the  same  situation,  got  in  fights 
at  Christen  school. 

Did  he  drop  too? 

Yes,  But  he  didn’t  drop  from  Chriaten,  he  had  passed  tc  10th  grade 
in  Martin  High  and  he  dropped  from  there. 

How  could  your  parents  make  you  like  school? 

I don’t  know. 

Did  you  like  school? 

I am  going  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I ju9t  didn't  like  school  1 would 
go  to  school  but  1 just  didn't  like  it. 

Why  didn't  you  like  school? 
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A For  one  thing  the  teachers  would  get  angry  at  me  and  I just 

left  school  and  there  was  a teacher  at  Leyendecker  who  I think 
hated  me  and  she  used  to  scold  me  a lot  but  X kept  going. 

Q You  say  you  think  that  this  teacher  just  hated  you? 

A Yes  and  my  mother  always  knew  it  too. 

Q What  did  thi3  teacher  do? 

A She  used  to  get  me  by  the  arm  and  pinch  roe  with  hate.  I told  her 

to  just  let  nie  go  but  she  just  hated  tie. 

Q Was  it  a man  teacher  or  a female  teacher? 

A A female  teacher. 

0 What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 

attending? 

A The  work  I am  doiug.  I need  more  school. 

Q Do  you  think  that  you  would  have  a better  job  if  you  had  stayed  in 

school? 

A Yes. 

Q Are  you  working  right  now? 

A No,  not  right  now. 

Q What  could  have  to  happen  at  home  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

A I cannot  tell  you. 

Q What  would  have  to  change  at  home  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

A 1 don’t  know. 

Q Is  there  anything  that  would  have  to  happen  for  you  to  return  to 

school?  . 

A No. 

Q What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A If  they  had  not  scold  ©e  and  blamed  rae  for  everything  I think  I 

would  have  stayed  in  school. 
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What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

\ don't  think  anything  because  I have  been  out  of  school  for  two 
or  three  years. 

Do  you  think  you  could  go  to  adult  education? 

I don’t  know. 

Would  you  like  to  return  if  you  could? 

I would  like  to  return  but  I feel  discouraged. 

Why  do  you  feel  discouraged? 

Because  I have  been  out  of  school  two  or  three  years. 

What  do  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

I need  to  get  a better  Job.  I am  planning  to  get  a Job  in  September, 
and  if  I get  a good  paying  job  I would  not  return  to  school. 

Would  you  rather  have  a job  than  to  go  school? 

Yes. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

First  because  I was  retained  in  the  5th  grade  and  second  because 
school  was  too  far  away.  I would  have  had  to  pass  to  the  6th 
grade  ao  I could  go  to  Christen  but  1 decided  to  drop.  During 
vinter  it's  too  hard  to  get  over  there  and  sometimes  I had  no 
one  to  take  me. 

How  did  yourget  over  there? 

Ky  mother  or  my  brother  would  take  me. 

What  would  make  you  return  to  school? 

Nothing. 

Bow  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

In  the  English  I can  understand  it  a little  bit  bettei  and  the 
writing. 

How  did  you  learn  It? 
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A 

By  myself  I would  get  books  and  read  them  here  at  home. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

In  math  because  multiplication  is  the  hardest  for  me  because 
dividing  and  adding  and  all  of  that  I can  do,  but  with  multiplying 
is  the  only  thing  I have  trouble  with. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop-  school  again? 

A 

If  I had  a Jot  of  difficulties  and  if  I was  retained  I would  probably 
do  it. 

<3 

You  mean  that  if  you  were  in  the  same  situation? 

A 

Yes.  My  brother,  Enrique  who  is  in  the  Air  Force  and  who  dropped 
from  the  10th  grade  was  in  the  r*ame  situation  that  is  why  he 
joined  the  Air  force. 

Q 

In  what  circumstances  should  anyone  drop  school? 

A 

Well,  my  brother  who  is  in  the  Air  Force  dropped  because  he  just 
didn't  want  to  study  and  the  other  one  who  is  in  the  Marines  left 
school  because  he  didn't  behave.  The  teachers  called  my  mother 
and  he  had  to  drop. 

Q 

Do  you  believe  that  in  this  case  the  student  should  drop  from  school? 

A 

The  one  who  was  not  suppose  to  drop  from  school  was  Mario  because 
he  was  in  the  10th  grade  and  lack  only  two  years  to  graduate  but  he 
didn't  want  to  go. 

Q 

Can  you  think  of  a case  in  which  everyone  should  drop  from  school? 

A 

No. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

No  they  didn't  encourage  me  to  drop.  It  was  all  my  idea. 

Q 

How  did  they  discourage  you  to  drop? 

A 

Well  they  discourage  me  because  of  the  problems  I used  to  have  and 
the  school  was  a lot  of  play. 

Q 

Could  you  say  anything  more  about  the  schools,  about  Tarver? 

A 

There  were  a lot  of  fights  and  more  fights  with  this. guy  who  was 
playing  around.  I think  he  wanted  to  fight  and  they  vanteJ  to 
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take  us  to  the  office. 

Q Was  this  after  school? 

A Yes  it  was  after  four  o'clock  and  all  the  teachers  and  the  school 

saw  us  and  they  called  us  but  we  ran. 

Q What  could  be  done  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

A If  they  would  tell  me  how  to  do  different  things. 

Q Is  someone  came  to  train  you  in  something? 

A Yes.  If  someone  came  to  help  me  to  study  or  something  like  that. 

Q What  do  you  need  the  most? 

A The  mathematics. 

Q Do  you  think  this  is  all  you  need? 

A Yes, 

Q Do  you  think  that  if  you  fcrd  been  in  another  school  besides  Tarver 

you  would  have  utayed? 

A Yes  I would  have  3tayed  if  they  had  not  sent  me  to  Tarver. 

Q What  kind  of  reputation  do  you  think  Tarver  has?  How  do  the  students 

talk? 

A They  talk  Pachuco  like  because  the  ones  Chat  go  over  there  are  boys 

21  and  22  years  old. 

Q ' Were  there  any  boys  older  than  you  were? 

A Yes  there  were  some  because  I was  1?  years  at  that  time. 

Q How  did  you  feel  in  school? 

A I felt  good  at  first  but  about  the  middle  of  the  year  I began  to 

dislike  it. 

Q What  did  you  dislike?  The  students?  The  teachers? 

A The  students  because  they  fought  a lot  in  class. 

Q What  could  the  teachers  have  done? 
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They  could  have  reported  the  students. 

If  they  had  caught  you  the  time  you  were  in  that  fight  what  would 
they  have  done? 

They  would  have  taken  me  to  the  principal  and  he  would  have  called 
hoiiie  to  tell  my  mother  to  go  to  school  and  talk  to  him  because  I 
don’t  have  to  go  back. 

Ttou  said  that  when  they 'caught  you  in  fights  one  time  that  your 
mother  didn’t  go  to  talk  to  the  principal  and  they  still  accepted 
you? 

Yes. 

Did  they  give  you  any  punishment? 

No,  they  just  accepted  me. 

At  home  did  your  mother  tell  you  anything? 

Yes  she  asked  me  why  I had  misbehaved  and  I told  her  that  they  used 
to  Ixame  me  all  the  time  and  a few  others. 

If  you  had  the  opportunity  to  work  in  anything  you  wanted  to  what 
would  you  like  to  do? 

Outdoors  work.  Like  working  in  the  railroad  or  construction  or 
carpentered  apprentice  or  plumbing. 

Would  you  like  a program  to  help  you  to  learn  this  trade? 

Yes . 

Can  you  say  anything  else  about  the  schools  or  anything  else? 

. No,  I don’t  iemember. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

A 

Nothing  because  they  never  told  me  anything* 

Q 

Where  did  you  go  to  school? 

A 

Leon  Daiches  (Montrose  elementary  school) 

Q 

Wire  you  there  all  the  time? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

Did  you  begin  and  drop  from  there? 

A 

Yes* 

Q 

Do  you  think  the  teachers  could  hove  done  anything  to  help  you? 

A 

No  because  I never  told  them  anything.  When  the  year  ended  I jjst 
didn't  return. 

Q 

How  old  were  you  when  you  dropped  school? 

A 

16. 

Q 

After  you  dropped  did  anyone  come  to  see  why  you  had  dropped? 

A 

No,, no  one  came. 

Q 

Could  the  people  have  done  anything  to  make  you  like  school? 

A 

No,  I was  too  old  for  that  grade.  I was  retained  several  years*  X 
was  Just  overage. 

Q 

Do  Mou  believe  that  the  schools  could  have  done  anything  to  help  you? 

A 

No,  just  the  classes,  I just  didn't  like  school  because  we  used  to  get 
out  of  school  before  It  ended  to  go  to  work  up  north. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return? 

A 

To  be  in  classes  where  there  was  people  my  age  because  it  looks  bad 
to  have  kids  smaller  than  you  are. 

Q 

Do  you  think  that  they  could  have  done  anything  to  help  you  make  up  for 
the  time  you  were  out  of  school? 
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No  because  I just  didn’t  like  school  because  at  ray  age  and  in  that 
grade  we  would  just  kid  around  and  didn’t  do  anything. 

Do  you  think  that  if  the  classes  would  have  been  more  serious  you 
would  have  paid  more  attention? 

Yes,  if  they  were  more  strict. 

Do  you  mean  the  teachers? 

Yes,  because  there  were  some  that  just  threw  you  crazy,  they  treated 
you  like  if  they  knew  you  were  a dropout  already.  They  would  have 
to  be  men  teachers  because  is  the  only  way  that  we  would  respect 
them.  They  would  have  to  be  men  teachers  because  is  the  only  way 
because  if  we  hud  a female  teacher  we  would  just  pay  no  attention. 

Could  they  control  the  classes? 

Yes,  but  I 8 t 1 1 1 say  men  teachers  are  better.  More  respect. 

Then  do  you  believe  that  the  students  didn’t  have  much  respect  for 
the  female  teacher? 

Yes,  because  she  used  to  tell  us  to  do  something  and  we  would  start 
playing.  All  she  would  do  was  report  us,  but  she  didn't  do  that  often. 

If  this  was  true,  if  you  had  strict  teachers,  would  you  return  to 
school?  Or  how  would  you  like  the  schools  to  be  before  you  decide  to 
return  to  school? 

Like  I said  to  be  with  people  my  age,  I was  16.  I would  have  had  to 
be  in  the  7th  or  8th  grade. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Well,  I am  glad  I didn’t  drop  school  earlier  because  at  least  I 
learned  some  English,  but  still  I need  more  education  to  get  better 
paying  jobs,  but  I manage  to  get  along. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

Getting  a car,  ho,  I don't  know  because  when  I dropped  I went  to  Idaho 
and  I came  back  in  November.  I left  in  March  and  went  back  I didn't 
say  anything  to  my  parents. 

Do  you  think  they  could  have  done  anything  to  make  you  stay? 

No  because  they  couldn’t  spank  me  because  I was  o erage. 
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What  could  they  have  done  to  make  you  like  school? 

Like  me  if  they  had  given  me  something  that  might  have  changed  the 
situation,  some  in  school  their  parents  might  give  them  something 
when  they  got  their  report  cards  or  at  the  end  of  the  year* 

Do  you  think  you  might  have  liked  your  parents  to  give  you  something? 
Would  this  had  made  you  like  school? 

It  might  I donrt  know* 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

I don't  understand  the  question* 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  or  what  would  have  to  change  at  home 
to  make  you  return  to  school? 

What  do  you  mean  by  that? 

What  would  have  to  change  at  home  right  now  to  make  you  return  to 
school ? 

Like  when  they  are  always  scolding  you  and  telling  you  go  find  a job 
or  something  like  that? 

I mean  right  now, what  would  have  to  change  at  home? 

I need  to  get  a better  job,  but  I would*  need  more  education  but  right 
now  I Just  cannot  do  it* 

How  about  adult  education? 

Yes,  but  now  that  you  are  old  I don't  think  you  would  come  back  to 
school. 

What  about  if  they  tell  you  that  they  would  give  you  a job  but  that 
you  would  have  to  return  to  schools  Would  you  return  to  school? 

Yes,  if  they  give  me  a better  Job  than  the  one  I have. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Ohl  when  you  are  alone  at  home  you  wished  you  were  back  in  school  so 
that  you  would  have  someone  to  play  with.  Ihe  boys  around  here  they 
think  they  are  Pachuco9*  I don't  want  my  family  to  be  Pke  that.  I 
want  them  to  be  educated  in  the  future  they  would  b-ve  to  go  to  school 
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because  the  labor  is  almost  gone.  The  machines  are  doing  everything 
now. 

In  other  words  all  the  jobs  where  you  don't  need  any  education  are 
almost  gone? 

Yes,  Before  we  used  to  go  co  Idaho  to  pick  potatoes  now  they  do 
it  with  machines  and  if  you  want  to  drive  these  machines  you  would 
need  a license,  and  I don’t  think  I can  get  one  because  you  have  to 
know  the  signs  and  you  need  education. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I just  wanted  to  be  free  and  kid  around  and  not  have  to  be  in  school. 
What  would  make  you  return  to  school? 

To  have  a better  future*  because  I am  19  and  I could  study  three 
more  years  and  get  out  at  22  years  old. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

I have  learned  how  to  read  and  write  better  because  when  I got  out 
of  school  I knew  hardly  anything,  but  when  I have  a Job  I need  to 
read  and  write  in  order  to  do  the  receipts  and  all  of  that,  and 
now  I can  read  newspapers'. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

The  English;  that’s  why  I can’t  get  a better  job, •••there  are  just 
some  words  that  I Just  don’t  understand. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

If  time  went  back  I would  stay. 

Under  what  circumstances  should  any  student  leave  school? 

Well,  if  they  are  too  old  Just  like  me  because  they  would  send  you 
to  Tarver  and  there  are  a lot  of  Pachucos  and  I didn't  want  to  go 
over  there.  It  is  very  different  from  Pachucos  than  from  people 
like  me  because  we  used  to  kid  around  but  we  didn’t  use  knives  or 
anything  like  that.  We  used  to  get  in  fights  but  that  is  normal 
but  they  were  bad. 

Do  you  think  it  is  better  to  drop  from  school  than  to  go  to  Tarver? 
To  me  yes  it  is  better  to  drop. 
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How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  told  me  that  I was  not  going  to  find  a better  job. 
What  work  do  you  like  to  do  the  most? 

Building  houses . 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

0 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

» A 


M3-b;  17;  5-25-66;  6. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

I don1 t know  because  I got  out  of  school  I just  did  not  like  it  I 
got  in  too  many  fights. 

Do  you  think  the  teachers  could  have  done  anything? 

They  wanted  us  to  go  but  I just  pay  no  attention. 

Is  there  anything  that  would  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

No,  I donrt  think  so. 

What  would  have  to  happen  in  the  schools  to  make  you  go  back? 

If  they  give  me  school  again  I would  go. 

You  mean  that  if  they  offer  you  school  again  you  would  go? 

Yes. 

Do  you  need  anything  right  now  to  go  back  if  they  give  you  school? 

No  because  I have  about  three  years  out  of  school,  but  I don’t  know. 

What  do  you  regret  the  most  about  leaving  school? 

If  I had  finished  school  I would  have  a better  job. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

They  wanted  me  to  go  but  I was  veiy  young  so  I could  not  think.  So 
I did  not  pay  much  attention  to  them. 

What  could  they  have  done  to  make  you  like  school? 

If  they  would  have  forced  me  probably  I would  have  gone  but  the>  did 
not  insist  much  so  I Just  drop  out. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  to  make  you  go  to  school  again? 

I don’t  know. 

Would  you  definetly  return  to  school  if  you  were  given  a school? 

Yea. 

Would  you  return  if  this  were  done? 
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Yes.,,. the  schools  were  ok;  they  treated  me  well  but  I started  going 
out  with  the  boys  they  encouraged  me  to  drop. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attenting? 

A 

English  and  Math  because  1 have  forgotten  everything  that  I learned. 

Q 

What  couid  you  have  done  to  keep  going  to  school? 

A 

Go  away  to  other  places  other  schools  because  I don't  like  it  there. 

Q 

What  school  did  you  go  to? 

A 

I went  to  school  in  the  Chacon  Neighborhood,  then  I went  away  then 
I came  back  then  I drop  at  Tarver. 

Q 

Did  you  have  tc  walk  to  school  or  did  somebody  take  you? 

A 

I walked;  sometimes  we  took  the  bus, 'when  we  had  the  money..,. we 
were  several  in  school. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  to  like  school? 

A 

I don't  know  maybe  nothing. 

q 

But  you  said  you  would  like  to  return  to  school? 

A 

Yes,  I would  like  to  return. 

Q 

What  do  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

A 

I think  I am  too  old  to  go  to  school  now.*.. I'll  be  with  a bunch  of 
little  kids. 

Q 

If  they  had  a special  program  or  if  the  government  would  help  you 
would  you  go  to  school? 

A 

Yes,  even  if  they  didn’t  pay  me. 

q 

Are  you  working  now? 

A 

No. 

Q . 

Then  right  now  you  could  return? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 
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A 

Yes,  Just  myself . . . . like  I already  told  you  the  fights  and  now  I 
regret  it  because  then  I was  kind  of  young. 

Q 

Did  the  teachers  or  the  school  tell  you? 

A 

No,  the  teachers  were  really  cool,  they  wanted  me  to  return. 

Q 

What  could  make  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Just  if  they  give  me  school  I would  go. 

Q 

Have  you  bettered  yourself  sin^e  you  left  school? 

A 

No,  I don't  think  1 have  improved  myself  by  leaving  school. 

Q 

Have  you  become  worst  since  you  left  school? 

A 

Yes  because  1 have  forgotten  everything  but  the  English  I do  know 
a little  because  l go  up  north  but  I have  forgotten  the  math. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

No,  I think  I would  stay  in  school. 

0 

In  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

A 

In  no  circumstances  I think  they  should  stay,  why  should  they  leave? 

Q 

Did  your  parents  encouraged  you  to  stay  in  school? 

A. 

Yes  the>  did,  but  I used  to  say  1 was  going  to  school  and  1 would  go 
some  place  else.  Not  only  did  my  parents  encourage  me  but  also  a 
detective  who  went  to  my  house  io  convince  me  to  go  to  school  but  L 
just  did  not  want  to  go. 

Q 

How  old  were  you  when  you  left  schocl? 

A 

16  years  old. 

Q 

Did  your  family  discourage  you  to  go  to  school? 

A 

No,  they  wanted  me  to  go;  but  I wanted  to  work  too*  I needed  money. 

Q 

What  could  the  government  or  the  schools  do  to  make  you  go  back  to 
school ? 

A 

Just  so  they  fit  me  in. 
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Q Would  you  need  a job? 

A Yes. 

Q If  you  had  the  opportunity  to  work  in  anything  you  wanted  to  what 

would  you  like  to  do? 

A Art  I think. 

Q Do  you  like  that? 

A Yes. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  keep  you  in  school? 
I don't  know;  well  maybe,  to  make  me  keep  studying. 

What  could  they  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  attend  school? 

Well  I don't  know;  more  help  from  the  teachers  maybe. 

What  do  you  regret  the  most  about  leaving  school? 

Well  I wanted  to  get  the  education  and  because  you  always  need  the 
education. 

What  could  they  have  done  to  make  you  go  back  to  school? 

Just  to  call  me  again  because  nobody  asked  me  to  stay, 

Did  anyone  aome  to  ask  you? 

No,  I rve  been  working  here.  (at  a barber  shop) 

How  old  were  you  when  you  left  school? 

17  years  old. 

Did  anyone  come  to  tell  you  to  go  to  school? 

No  they  didn't,  but  I wanted  to  get  out  too.  You  see 1 wanted  to 

go  to  barber  college. 

Could  you  think  of  anything  that  the  schools  could  have  done? 

No,  they  never  called  they  should  have  tried. 

What  would'  have  to  happen  for  you  to  return? 

Well,  if  they  would  tell  me  and  if  they  were  interested  In  me  to 
study. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

Just  to  force  me  to  go,  but  I wanted  to  go  to  college  to  be  a barber 
Was  it  your  idea  to  get  out? 

Yea.  I was  too  old  I wanted  to  go  to  barber  college. 

Did  you  think  that  you  were  better  by  going  to  barber  college? 
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Yes . 

Well  suppose  you  could  return  to  class;  for  example  adult  education, 
would  you  go? 

Yes,  yes  I would  go. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  to  make  you  go  back  to  school? 

Well  I am  already  married.  Do  you  mean  for  my  wife  to  tell  me  to  go 
as  a matter  of  fact  she  encourages  me. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Just  the  studies. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Try  to  study. 

Did  you  miss  a lot  of  classes? 

No,  I used  to  go  to  school  except  that  I did  not  study. 

What  would  you  want  to  do  yourself  to  go  back  tc  school? 

Try  to  go  part-time  and  work. 

Do  you  need  anything  personal  to  go  back  to  school? 

No.. 

If  there  vere  classes  would  you  return? 

Yes,  but*  . 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

Like  I told  you,  I was  too  old  and  I wanted  to  work.... have  money 
veil  at  that  age  you  need  money. 

When  you  got  out  of  school  did  you  come  to  work  here? 

No,  I vent  to  study  at  a barber  college  in  San  Antonio- 
Vnat  single  thing  would  make  you  return  to  school? 

Well,  to  go  and  try  to  learn  something.  * 
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Hava  you  bettered  yourself  since  you  left  school? 

Just  a little  bit  because  I have  learned  the  trade  of  a barber  but 
this  is  not  enough  because  I could  not  work  in  other  places  except 
this  because  this  is  all  I know* 

In  what  ways  do  you  feel  that  you  are  worst  off  since  you  left 
school J 

Well,  like  I said  before  I will  only  be  able  to  work  at  the  barber 
shop  and  if  I had  an  education  I could  do  other  things. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  do  it  again? 

No,  even  if  it  took  me  a long  time  I think  I'd  stay. 

In  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

They  should  stay  and  finish  school. 

In  what  ways  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

No,  they  didn't  encourage  me.  It  was  my  idea,  I wanted  to  drop 
they  discourage  me  but  I did  not  want  to  stay  in  school. 

What  can  anyone  do  now  to  get  you  to  go  back  to  school? 

Well,  my  wife  as  always  encouraged  me. 

Is  there  any  program  that  might  help  you? 

No,  just  so  that  they  teli  me  where  to  go  to  be  able  to  study. 

If  you  could  work  in  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Well  since  I've  never  had  the  education  I've  never  thought  about  it 
When  you  went  to  barber  college  was  that  what  you  wanted  to  do? 

Yes. 

And  now? 

Well  I haven't  thought  about  it  maybe  bookkeeping  might  interest  me 
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Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

classes? 

A Nothing. 

Q Did  you  like  school? 

A A little. 

Q What  did  you  dislike  about  school? 

A Everything. 

Q How  could  they  have  changed  the  schools  for  you  to  like  them? 

A I don’t  know. 

Q Did  you  like  the  teachers? 

A Yes  they  were  gooc^. 

Q What  school  did  you  go  to? 

A Christen. 

Q In  what  way  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A Just  that  I didn’t  finish  it. 

Q How  has  this  influenced  you  in  any  way? 

A I have  not  needed  school  so  far. 

Q Could  your  parents  have  done  anything  to  maku  you  stay  In  schooi? 

A We  had  very  little  money.  My  father  earned  $48  every  fifteen  days 

so  1 decided  to  drop  and  begin  to  work. 

Q What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

A Nothing.  I don’t  think  so.  I am  too  old  to  go  back  to  school. 

Q If  they  had  a program  like  adult  education  would  you  go? 

A I was  thinking  on  going  to  El  Paso.  I was  going  to  work  and  go  to 

school. 

Q If  you  had  a job  at  El  Paso  would  you  go  to  school? 
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A 

Yes  because  I could  finish  school  faster  over  there* 

Q 

How  can  you  finish  school  faster  over  there? 

A 

I had  friends  who  drop  from  the  9th  grade  and  went  over  there  and 
finish  school  in  one  year* 

Q 

Did  he  tell  you  how  he  did  it? 

A 

He  went  to  schools  just  like  the  ones  here  except  that  they  are  faster. 

Q 

From  what  grade  did  you  drop  school? 

A 

8th  grade*  There  are  more  ways  over  there  in  El  Paso  for  me  to  study 
and  because  they  can  give  me  a job.  They  paid  you  $10  a week  for  you 
to  go  to  school. 

Q 

If  we  had  a program  like  this  would  you  like  to  attend  school  again? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Nothing,  well,  right  now  there  is  nothing  because  I have  a job. 

Q 

What  could  you  'have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

To  like  school. 

Q 

How  rfould  you  like  school? 

A 

I don't  know. 

, Q 

How  would  you  like  schools  to  be? 

A 

It  was  ok,  but  I just  didn't  like  it. 

! Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

1 A 

i 

No. 

1 

Q 

| 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

1 er^c 
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For  me  to  like  school  because  ray  sister  who  is  younger,  was  in  the 
same  grade  I was  and  I was  too  old. 

How  old  were  you  when  you  dropped? 

About  17  years  old. 

What  could  make  you  return  to  school? 

Nothing.  To  finish  school  fast. 

Would  you  like  a program  which  would  allc^w  you  to  finish  faster? 
Yes. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

I am  not. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

I have  remained  the  same. 

Were  you  working? 

Yes  in  a gasoline  station. 

Don't  you  think  you  are  better  off  because  of  this  Job? 

No. 

Do  you  like  what  you  are  doing  right  now? 

It  is  ok;  for  being  in  Laredo. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

I don't  know. 

In  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school ? 

They  shouldn ' t . 


Q What  do  you  believe? 

A Here  in  Laredo  is  the  saoie  if  you  graduate  or  not  because  even 

graduate  students  work  at  gasoline  stations*  Here  In  Laredo  is  al 
the  same. 
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Do  you  think  that  with  a diploma  in  another  town  would  be  different? 

I another  town  maybe  but  not  here  in  Laredo. 

How  do  you  think  Laredo  should  be  changed? 

If  they  had  more  jobs. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  leave  school? 

No  they  did  not  want  me  to  drop. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  just  didn’t  want  me  to  drop. 

And  you  wanted  to? 

Yes,  then  I needed  to  find  a job  and  left. 

Did  you  find  a job  right  away  after  you  drop? 

Yes . 

Where  did  you  begin  to  work? 

At  a gasoline  station,  then  I worked  in  a construction. 

Did  you  like  the  classes? 

Some  were  boring  and  some  weren't. 

Which  classes  did  you  like  the  best? 

I don't  know... they  were  all  the  same. 

What  about  the  teachers? 

They  were  ok. 

You  said  that  right  now  you  have  rot  missed  school  but  how  do  you 
think  you  will  need  it  in  the  future? 

To  be  better  off. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like 
to  return  to  school?  Is  there  anything  anybody  could  do  to  make  you 
return? 

The  schools  here  1 don't  think  so  but  the  schools  from  El  Paso  maybe. 
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Did  you  go  to  school  over  there? 

No  because  you  have  to  make  the  application  here  and  then  they 
send  you  over  there. 

How  do  you  think  the  schools  could  help  a boy  like  you?  Here  in 
Laredo? 

If  they  h ad  passed  me. 

What  would  you  have  needed  to  pass? 

To  study  more. 

Do  you  think  it  was  your  fault? 

Yes  because  I didn't  study  and  1 was  retained. 

If  you  had  the  opportunity  to  work  in  anything  what  would  you  like 
to  do? 

I don't  know  I haven't  thought  about  it. 

What  do  you  like  to  do  the  best  of  all? 

Nothing, 

There  are  two  or  three  years  since  you  left  school  could  you  think 
of  anything  to  say  to  other  students  or  to  the  schools  to  be  better 
so  that  they  would  not  drop? 

No.  * 

You  said  that  you  haven't  hissed  anything  so  far? 

No  maybe  later  I will. 
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What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

Nothing  because  I wanted  tc  work  because  we  had  to  help  the  family.  We 
were  a large  family  and  my  father  was  the  only  one  that  worked.  He 
was  a laborer  and  v:e  had  a lot  of  debts. 

What  school'  were  you  in? 

Tarver. 

Did  you  like  school? 

Yes  and  if  I could  1 would  go  back  but  I have  to  work. 

Did  you  like  Tarver? 

It  was  ok. 

Is  there  anything  that  could  be  changed  in  the  schools  for  you  to  go 
back? 

I cannot  think  of  anything. 

How  would  you  like  the  schools  to  be  changed  for  you  to  return? 

I like  the  schools  the  way  they  are.  I don’t  want  anything  changed. 

I think  they  are  ok  the  way  they  are. 

What  do  you  regret  th«»  met  from  leaving  school? 

That  ycu  cannot  find  a Job  easily.  Right  now  I do  not  have  a job 
and  some  tell  ms  that  I need  at  least  to  have  gone  to  the  8th  grade 
to  get  a good  job.  I wanted  to  enter  a training  program  in  metals 
but  I cannot  enter  because  I don't  have  enough,  education. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  keep  you  going  to  school? 

Just  to  earn  ,nore  money. 

What  could  they  have  done  to  make  you  like  school? 

They  told  me  that  if  I wanted  I could  go  but  since  we  owe  so  much 
money  I have  to  work  to  bring  some  money  to  the  house. 

Wha"  would  have  to  happen  at  home  to  oak*  you  return  to  school? 

To  live  more  money  and  to  be  better  off  to  solve  our  money  problem. 
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Q ' 

If  you  had  the  money  would  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Well,  you  see  there  . Is  only  my  brother  my  father  and  I working  right 
new  and  we  owe  a lot  of  money.  Right  now  we  ^we  about  $5,000  in  the 
bank  besides  the  car,  the  loan  companies,  and  the  insurances. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  roost  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

1 don't  miss  anything. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  keep  going  to  school? 

A 

I don’t  know. 

Q 

Do  you  think  you  did  all  you  could? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

Now,  what  do  you  think  you  can  do? 

A 

Nothing  I don't  think  so. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

Clothes  l touess 

Q 

WhatLsingle  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

The  debts  and  the  clothes.  My  father  didn't  have  a good  Job  and 
was  earning  $100  every  15  days. 

Q 

How  many  were  in  your  family? 

A 

Seven . 

Q 

Did  your  brother  leave  school  before  you  did? 

A 

Yes  he  got  out  before  I did. 

Q 

Did  he  get  out  for  the  same  reason? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

What  thing  or  circumstance  would  make  you  recurn  to  school? 

A 

No,  I don't  know  we  owe  so  much,  maybe  if  ve  got  better  jobs,  maybe 
I could  go  back. 
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In  what  ways  do  you  think  you  are  better  off  since  leaving  schools 
No,  I don't  think  I am  any  better  off  since  I left  school. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

I cannot  find  a job.  I can  only  work  at  gasoline  stations  because 
I cannot  find  work  in  the  stores  because  I don't  know  anything.  I 
know  how  to  read  but  I don’t  know  how  to  spell. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

Yes , 

In  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school ? 

It  depends  on  their  situation  and  if  their  father  has  a good  job. 
Like  us  you  know.  Depends  if  the  student  has  the  money  they  should 
stay  and  get  better  jobs.  They  will  have  a hard  time  finding  a job 
if  they  drop. 

Do  you  think  that  if  you  had  stayed  in  school  you  could  have  helped 
your  family  more? 

Yes,  Like  right  now  since  ny  brother  and  I are  working  we  are 
helping  my  younger  brother  who  is  in  the  8th  grade.  We  give  him 
all  he  needs  clothes,  and  we  pay  for  everything  that  he  needs,  1 
think  he  Is  progressing. 

What  do  you  recommend  to  your  younger  brother? 

I tell  him  to  keep  studying, 

How  did  your  family  encourage  you  to  leave  school? 

No  they  did  not  tell  me  anything,  I saw  the  situation  at  home  that 
we  did  not  have  enough  money. 

Did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

No,  I told  them  I wanted  to  get  out  of  school  to  help  them,  and 
they  said  that  whatever  I wanted  to  do  was  ok  because  they  did  not 
want  me  to  blame  them  if  later  on  I could  not  find  a job  because 
they  got  me  out  of  school. 

Did  they  asked  you  for  too  much  money  in  school? 

I only  got  to  the  5th  grade,  I did  not  get  to  the  7th  grade  over 
there  in  Lamar  you  know,  hut  still  thay  asked  you  for  money  for 
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work-bcoks  and  I didn*t  have  the  money. 

Q 

Were  you  in  Tarver? 

A 

I was  one  year  in  Tarver  and  the  rest  at  Daiches. 

Q 

How  did  Daiches  differ  from  Tarver? 

A 

In  Tarver  they  taught  you  more  than  at  Daiches  they  taught  you  about 
things  of  life,  Daiches  was  more  elementary.  At  Tarver  they  taught 
you  how  to  dress  when  you  wanted  to  get  a job  and  things  like  that. 

Q 

Do  you  think  that  Tarver  helped  you  more? 

A 

To  me  yea. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  or  by  the  government  to 
make  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

How  could  they  help  you? 

A 

To  give  me  a job  after  school  or  something  like  that  so  I could  make 
money. 

Q 

What  would  you  like  to  learn  right  now? 

A 

To  write  and  spell.  1 have  a problem  in  spelling  because  I always 
forget . 

Q 

Something  else  that  you  might  need? 

A 

Math. 

Q 

What  would  you  like  to  do  if  you  had  the  opportunity  to  work?  What 
type  of  work  would  you  like? 

A 

To  work  indoors. 

Q 

If  you  had  a job  or  if  you  could  be  trained  in  something  what  would 
you  like  to  be  trained  in? 

A 

Something  in  which  1 could  get  more  money.  Something  like  welding 
. or  mechanics. 

Q 

What  government  program  could  help  you  right  now? 

A 

Weil,  like  the  N.Y.C.  that  was  teaching  me  how  to  fix  home  appliances. 
They  trained  you  on  hov  to  fix  them  and  put  them  back  together  but 
this  was  only  for  three  months  and  when  the  procram  was  over  1 got  out 
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Do  you  think  that  the  program  helped  you  in  any  way? 

It  did  not  last  long  enough. 

Do  you  need  something  that  could  train  you  in  something  else? 

Yes. 

Could  you  think  on  something  you  would  like  to  be  trained  in? 

Metal  work. 

How  do  you  think  they  could  help  you  and  your  brother?  You  said 
he  worked  at  the  Doctor  Pepper  Co.  and  had  worked  at  a gasoline 
station. 

Yes,  also  in  a flower  shop,  as  a gardner  1 also  had  a job  with  the 
N.Y.C. 

You  said  your  brother  dropped  out  also  before  you  did,  was  he  in 
the  same  situation? 

Yes.  He  got  out  to  help  the  family. 

Did  you  like  the  N.Y.C. ? 

1 didnrt  like  it,  but  they  paid  good. 

How  would  you  want  the  N.Y.C.  changed? 

To  give  you  better  Jobs  where  you  don't  have  to  work  in  the  sun  like 
the  county  paving  streets  or  fixing  bridges.  They  should  give  you 
something  where  you  learn  something  about  the  down  town  area.  Right 
now  some  are  working  at  the  employment  office  but  you  have  to  have 
at  least  9lh  grade  education. 

Would  you  like  to  get  to  the  9th  grade? 

Yes  because  I could  get  a better  Job.  Not  just  working  in  the  sun. 

Is  there  anything  else  you  want  to  say  about  the  schools  or  the  type  of 
job  you  want? 


No,  not  right  now. 
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Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

classes? 

A Just  to  teach  me  more  because  they  did  not  teach  me  enough  they 

taught  me  more  at  the  Chacon. 

Q When  did  you  drop? 

A In  1966  then  I entered  the  Job  Corps. 

Q Where  did  you  go  to  school? 

A Tarver. 

Q How  could  they  teach  you  more? 

A To  put  more  attention  to  the  students  because  the  teachers  would  go 

to  the  office  and  they* 11  tell  you  to  do  this  and  that  but  they  did 
not  teach  you. 

Q Did  the  teachers  leave  the  classes  alone? 

A Yes. 

Q What  abo*;t  the  classes? 

A Like  reading  they  juat  wanted  you  to  read  but  there  were  some  words 

I didn't  understand  and  they  would  not  explain.  They  wanted  me  to 
learn  that  way  and  I just  couldn't. 

Q Do  you  believe  that  if  they  had  more  individual  attention  you  would 

have  pasaed? 

A Yes 

Q Did  you  like  school? 

A At  the  beginning  1 did  but  then  1 began  to  dislike  it  because  of  the 

teachers  so  1 dropped. 

Q Were  you  in  Tarver  all  of  the  time? 

A No,  1 vaa  in  Tomas  Sanchee,  then  they  sent  me  to  Tarver. 

Q Did  they  sent' you  over  there? 

A Yea. 

Q Do  you  think  that  the  people  In  the  schools  could  have  done  anything 

to  make  you  like  school? 
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A Yes  to  teach  me  more.  Like  for  example  in  Math  they  did  not  teach 

me  anything  about  it  and  that  is  what  you  need  the  most, 

Q How  did  they  help  you  in  the  Job  Corps? 

A They  gave  me  books.  When  I got  over  there  I didn't  know  anything  I 

was  forgetting  my  name.  They  had  a tape  recorder  and  you  would  learn 
on  your  own, 

Q Would  you  like  to  have  this  in  the  schools? 

A Yes, 

Q What  would  have  to  bo  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A To  have  more  order,  and  stop  fights  in  school. 
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Q How  was  it  in  Tarver  in  this  respect? 

A They  did  not  let  you  study  sometimes  you  were  writing  and  they  would 

throw  pencils  at  you.  Teachers  were  usually  at  the  office  that's 
why  I didn't  like  it  there  ao  I left, 

Q Would  y~o  have  liked  to  go  to  another  school? 

A Yes, 

Q How  was  it  in  Tomas  Sanchez? 

A Over  there  it  was  different  but  I would  like  to  go  to  another  school. 

I would  want  to  go  to  the  yellow  school  to  the  migrant  program  at 
Central  school.  But  I wouldn't  line  to  go  back  to  Tomas  Sanchez  or 
Tarver , 

Q If  this  happen  would  you  go  back  to  school? 

A No,  not  right  now, 

Q But  do  you  believe  that  if  this  had  happened  soon  after  you  dropped 

would  you  have  g^ne  back  to  school? 


A Yes, 

Q How  do  you  regret  having  left  schoc  i? 


I regret  it  because  I cannot  find  a Jot,  Every  place  1 go  they  tell 
me  the  same  thing  that  I need  to  have  a diploma.  It  is  very  hard 
to  find  a Job  without  a diploma,  but  I don't  plan  to  go  back  to  school 
whatever  I learned  in  the  Job  Corps  end  that  Is  all. 
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What  did  the  Job  Corps  trained  you  for? 

Mechanics. 

Where  are  you  working? 

At  the  brick  company. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

They  could  have  changed  me  to  another  school  but  the  prncipal  didn't 
want  me  to  change. 

Did  you  talk  to  the  principal? 

Ho  but  my  father  did  and  they  told  him  I could  not  change. 

Did  they  give  him  any  reason? 

No,  1 don't  know.  That  is  why  I joined  the  Job  Corps.  I went  to 
the  Job  Corps. 

Can  you  think  of  anything  else  your  parents  could  have  done? 

No,  I think  that  is  all  they  could  have  done. 

Could  they  have  done  anything  to  make  you  like  school? 

No,  that's  all  I think. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

For  everybody  in  the  family  to  have  jobs  so  I could  go  to  school  and 
learn  more. 

If  this  was  true  would  you  go  to  school? 

Yes. 

Is  everybody  in  the  family  working  right  now? 

Yes,  but  everything  is  very  expensive. 

If  they  did  not  need  you  at  home  would  you  go  to  school? 

Yes. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 


Reading. 
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Wnat  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

I could  have  stayed  even  if  they  had  not  changed  me  to  another 
school7 

Q 

What  can  you  do  now  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

I don't  know  if  I would  go  back  to  school  because  I am  too  old. 

Q 

If  you  had  the  opportunity  to  be  with  boys  your  own  age  would  you 
go  back  to  school? 

A 

Yes  it  would  be  better* 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

No, 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

Just  what  1 told  you  before  the  lack  of  attention. 

Q 

What  would  make  you  return  to  school? 

A 

I don't  understand  the  question. 

Q 

Wiat  would  make  you  return  to  school? 

A 

1 would  go  back  because  I need  the  English, 

Q 

How  would  you  like  the  school? 

A 

To  give  more  attention  to  the  students  and  some  tapes. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

A 

Right  now  I have  forgotten  everything  I learned. 

Q 

In  the  Job  Corps? 

A 

Yes,  the  Job  Corps  helped  me. 

Q 

Do  you  think  you  learned  more  there? 

A 

1 learned  more. 

Q 

How  about  in  any  other  way? 

A 

No  Just  in  that  way. 
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How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  lef.  school? 

Yes,  X think  I am  worst  off. 

How? 

I donJt  have  a Job  I am  forgetting  everything  and  I don  t know  vhat 
I am  going  to  do. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

Ho,  I would  finish. 

In  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop  school? 

They  should  stay  and  finish  because  it  is  very  hard  to  find  a job 
without  a diploma. 

How  did  your  parents  ancourage  you  to  drop? 

I told  them  how  I felt  and  they  said  that  Jt  was  better  to  drop.  Then 
I went  to  the  employment  office  and  they  told  me  all  about  the  Joo 
Corps  and  I want.  They  didn’t  encourage  me  to  drop.  I just  told  them 
I was  going  to  drop. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  just  told  me  that  if  the  schools  did  not  teach  me  to  drop.  If 
they  had  not  said  to  drop  I would  have  probably  stayed. 

Did  thev  tell  you  it  would  be  better  to  stay? 

No. 

What  could  anybody  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

To  have  a program  with  people  my  age  then  I would  go  back. 

If  you  had  the  oppovturtty  to  vorv  .*n  anything  you  wanted  to  what 
would  you  like  to  do? 

To  work  in  the  telephone  company. 

You  said  you  worked  as  a mechanic  do  you  like  your  Job? 

Yea  I like  it  a little  bit. 

Whri.  kind  of  Job  would  you  like  to  have  in  the  telephone  company? 

In  the  office. 


47 


M4-10 


6 


Could  you  say  anything  else  about  the  schools,  the  family? 

To  have  more  playgrounds  like  the  ones  they  have  up  north  I would 
like  to  go  to  school  over  there  because  schools  are  better  in  the 
north . 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  Ko  make  you  go  to 
school? 

Nothing* 

What  could  they  have  done  to  make  you  like  school?  Is  there  any 
particular  reason  why  you  didn't  like  school? 

I do  and  I don't;  it's  ok;  we  had  fun* 

What  didn't  you  like  about  3chool? 

P . E. 

Do  you  like  sports? 

Yes,  but  when  they  tell  you  to  t a\e  a lap  or  go  push-ups. 

Were  you  in  any  sports? 

I was  in  track. 

Do  you  think  they  were  pushing  you  too  much  in  P.E.? 

Yes. 

Can  you  think  of  any  other  rceson  besidee  P.E.? 

No. 

Did  the  students  had  anything  to  do? 

No. 

What  do  you  regret  the  most  from  leaving  school? 

Football  games,  dances,  my  friends  and  some  teachers. 

What  do  you  think  about  the  teachers? 

They  were  mean;  they  didn't  have  patience;  they  had  a very  bad  temper 
Do  you  think  the  majority  or  the  minority  were  bad? 

The  majority  were  ok. 

Do  you  think  your  parents  could  have  done  anything  to  make  you  stay 
in  school? 

They  told  me  to  go  back  to  school;  but  l had  already  made  up  uy  mind. 
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Q 

Was  there  anything  they  could  have  done  to  make  you  like  school? 

A 

No. 

Q 

What  is  it  that  you  miss  the  cost  from  school  now  that  you  have 
stopped  attending?  You  said  you  don’t  regret  it  now  do  you  think 
you  will  regret  it  later  on? 

A 

Maybe  if  I don’t  get  my  high  school  diploma. 

Cl 

You  said  that  you  want  to  get  your  diploma  in  the  army  suppose 
this  doesn’t  work  out  how  do  you  intend  to  get  it? 

A 

Night  school. 

Q 

But  you  do  feel  that  you  need  it? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

No. 

Q 

What  could  place  you  in  a position  to  make  you  go  back  to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

If  you  could  go  back  to  school  with  people  yorr  own  age,  9th  grade, 
would  you  return? 

A 

Yen. 

Q 

Could  you  have  attended  summer  school  to  help  you  .lake  up? 

A 

Yes,  but  I was  in  Dallas  I have  attended  summer  school  but  I failed. 

Q 

Were  the  teacher*  helpful  enough? 

A 

Yea. 

Q 

You  said  you  didn't  need  anything  personally;  but  wlial  is  holding  you 
hack  from  attending  school? 

A 

My  age. 

Q 

Waa  your  age  the  one  thing  that  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

Yea. 
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Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 
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What  single  thing  would  result  if  you  returned  to  school?  If  you 
could  return  tc  school  with  boys  your  own  ige  would  you  definitely 
return  to  school? 

Yes. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

I am  not . 

Then  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

Yes  because  like  I said  I did  noc  get  my  high  school  diploma.  I 
might  get  it  in  the  army... Job  Corps. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 
Yes. 

In  what  case  should  one  drop  school? 

I don't  think  there's  any. 

In  what  ways  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  encourage  me  to  drop. 

In  what  ways  did  your  pareuts  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  discourage  me  either  I decided  myself. 

What  could  anybody  do  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

Nothing. 

What  did  you  say  someone  could  do  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

To  help  me  get  promoted,  to  catch  up. 

How  could  anybody  help  you  catch  up  with  the  rest  of  the  boys  your 
age?  LV>  you  want  them  to  tutor  you? 

Yes. 

How  do  you  want  them  to  tutor  you?  In  what  do  you  need  help? 

Math, 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 
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A Computer  programming, 

Q Vhat  do  you  think  you  need  for  computer  programming? 


A 

Q 

A 


Q 

A 

Q 


A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


Training, 

Do  you  know  what  kind  of  training  you  will  get  in  the  Job  Corps?  Do 
you  have  a choice  of  training? 

Yes  I have  a choice;  but  I haven't  made  up  my  mind;  I don't  know 
what  is  up  there,  I am  going  to  the  Job  Corps  and  then  I am  going 
to  Join  the  army. 

Do  you  chink  you  can  make  uo  your  education  if  you  didn't  have  to 
go  to  the  army? 

Kight  school, 

Is  there  anY  .program  that  right  now  might  help  you  to  get  your 
education? 

I guess  It  is  too  late. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Study  hard. 

Do  you  think  you  studied  hard?  Were  the  courses  hard? 

No  they  WLran't,  I guess  I was  lazy. 

Do  you  think  your  parents  could  have  done  anything  to  make  you  study 
harder?  ^ 

If  they  could;  I would  not  have  let  them. 

Do  you  think  you  are  where  you  are  now  because  of  yourself? 

Yes. 

Is  there  anything  you  would  like  to  change  in  the  schools? 

They  are  ok* 
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Q 

Whwt  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

A 

They  did  everything  right. 

Q 

Could  they  have  done  anything  to  make  you  like  school? 

A 

No, 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

To  have  boys  my  age. 

Q 

How  old  are  you? 

A 

18. 

Q 

Were  you  in  the  7th  grade? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

If  there  were  boys  your  age  in  the  classes  would  you  go  back  to  school? 

A 

Yc  9 , 

Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

Welli  you  can't  find  work. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  going  to  school? 

A 

1 don’t  know. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  >*?u  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  noat  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Just  the  atudlea. 

Q 

What  claaaaa  do  you  miss  the  moat? 

A 

Spelling. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  In  school? 
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Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

. Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 
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Just  go  to  school. 

Did  you  cut  classes? 

Yes. 

Did  the  teachers  say  anything? 

i'es  they  would  send  me  to  the  office. 

What  would  happen  there? 

They  would  send  me  home. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school ' 

I don't  know. 

Do  you  think  there  is  something  you  can  do? 

No. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Ho. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I lust  didn't  like  school  because  I did  not  know  how  to  spell  so  it 
wss  too  hard. 

Is  this  the  only  thing  that  made  you  dror>  school? 

Yes. 

What  would  make  you  return  to  school? 

Knowing  how  to  read  and  spell  and  all  of  th&t. 

Do  you  believe  that  the  school  didn't  help  you  to  learn  to  spell? 

Yesf  but  1 just  didn't  learn. 

How  Could  they  have  taught  you  so  that  you  could  learn? 

No,  1 don't  know. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 
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A In  no  way. 

Q How  are  you  wor/jt  off  since  you  left  school? 

A Well  1 never  read  or  anything,  I never  pick  up  a book. 

Q Do  you  think  you  need  this? 

A Yes. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  It  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A No,  I would  stay. 

Q What  school  were  you  in? 

A Christen. 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 

school? 

A No,  1 don’t  know  I cannot  snswer  that. 

Q Can  you  think  of  a case  that  is  a good  excuse  to  drop  school? 

A No  everyone  thinks  the  way  they  want  to. 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn’t  encourage  me. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn’t  discourage  me  either. 

Q Did  they  tell  you  anything  either  way? 

A Yes  they  told  se  to  stay  in  school  but  I didn’t  want  to. 

Q Who  decided  for  you  not  to  go  to  school  anymore? 

A I decided „ 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A Well,  to  teach  me  how  to  read  and  spell. 

Q How  would  you  like  the*  to  teach  you  or  to  help  you  to  read  and  write? 

A In  any  way  Juet  if  they  help  me* 


M6-12  4 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Janit  r. 

Could  you  think  of  anything  else  to  say,  something  you  forgot  to 
tell  us  about  the  schools  or  how  they  could  help  you? 

A No. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  j.n  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

A 

I don’t  know. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

A 

They  were  nice  already — some  of  them. 

Father 

Well  let  toe  tell  you  chis.  In  his  report  card  he 
always  brought  bad  conduct  grades  he  always  had  D, 
fou  cannot  do  two  things  at  the  same  time,  play  around 
anc  get  good  grades.  What  do  you  say  to  that?  am  I 
right  or  wrong?  I am  not  lying  because  I have  his 
report  card  and  it  has  D's  In  conduct  that  means  that 
he  had  not  pay  any  attention.  It’s  the  same  way  where 
you  work.  If  I don’t  put  any  attention  In  what  I am 
doing  they  will  kick  me  out  of  there  because  you 
have  to  put  attention  to  what  you  are  doing  because 
they  are  paying  you  to  work  not  to  be  talking  or 
playing  around  you  know.  I used  to  tall  him  that  Is 
why  you  go  to  school  to  learn  because  If  you  go  to 
have  a good  time  you  can  have  a good  time  here  at 
home  without  wasting  your  time  over  there  in  school. 
When  I was  in  school  they  gave  me  two  apanks  end  that 
was  all.  One  because  I was  talking  and  I really 
wasn't  talking,  but  in  that  time  there  vas  more 
willingness.  Now  the  teachers  cannot  do  anything  to 
the  students  because  their  parents  would  get  angry, 
but  when  I was  in  school  everything  was  different. 

I tell  him  that  he  waa  going  to  school  to  study,  but 
he  didn't  like  school  so  I got  him  out  of  school. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  have  done  to  make  you  like  school? 

A 

The  teachers  were  nice  in  the  clasaea. 

Q 

Do  you  think  they  could  have  done  anything? 

A 

They  could  have  helped  me — the  teachers. 

Q 

How  could  they  have  helped  you? 

A 

To  atudy  and  all  of  that. 

Q 

Huw  can  they  help  you  in  the  atudy? 

A 

If  I didn't  know  aomething  I would  ask  them  and  they  would  tell 

me » 
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Do  you  think  they  helped  you  or  do  you  think  they  could  have 
helped  you  more? 

They  could  have  helped  me  more. 

When  you  asked  them  something  what  happened? 

They  would  answer  something. 

Could  you  think  of  anything  how  you  would  like  the  people  in  the 
schools?  How  did  the  people  in  the  schools  treated  you? 

They  treated  me  fine. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  decide  to  return  to 
school? 

I don*  t know. 

Were  you  satisfied  with  the  schools  the  way  they  are? 

Yes. 

Would  you  return  to  school  the  wsy  they  *rt  now? 

Yes. 

In  what  way  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

They  helped  me  learn  something. 

How  long  were  you  in  school? 

One  month  before  school  was  out  I dropped. 

How  do  you  think  you  night  regret  having  left  school  later  on? 

In  not  knowing  something. 

1 think  you  told  us  on  the  phone  you  didn't  know  whether  you  were 
going  to  return  to  school? 

Yes. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

1 wasn't  going  to  drop  but  they  told  me  I was  suspended  for  three 
days  and  they  told  me  if  I wanted  to  go  back  then  they  vent  to 
talk  and  said  that  it  was  up  to  me  so  T started  to  work. 
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Q 

Where  were  you  working? 

A 

Mini  max. 

Q 

Do  you  think  your  parents  could  hav*  done  anytling  to  make  you 
lik*?  school? 

A 

I don't  know. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

I don’t  knew,  I would  have  to  talk  about  the  problem. 

Q 

With  your  parents? 

A 

Yet. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  we  talked  with  hitr? 

A 

If  they  wanted  yes  if  not,  I would  keep  working* 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  roost  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

The  friends  and  everything. 

Q 

Anything  else? 

A 

Also  the  studies, 

Q 

Did  you  like  to  study? 

A 

Seaetines. 

Q 

Which  were  the  subjects  you  liked  the  roost? 

A 

Science  and  history. 

O 

-t 

Did  you  have  trouble  with  English? 

A 

No. 

Q 

Did  you  do  alright  in  those  two  subjects? 

A 

Yet. 

Q 

What  subject  did  you  have  trouble  with? 

A 
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Q 
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A 
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What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Have  studied  everything. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Nothing. 

What  aingle  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

They  would  always  get  me  out  of  the  room  because  they  would  say  I 
vas  talking  this  wasn’t  true  and  they  would  send  me  to  the  office 
that  Is  when  they  got  me  out  of  school. 

When  did  your  family  got  you  out? 

Yea  when  they  got  me  out  for  3 days  then  I dropped  out. 

Do  you  believe  they  were  right  in  blaming  you  for  everything? 

Yes.  In  school  they  used  to  say  I always  talked  and  the  teachers 
would  only  see  what  I was  doing. 

What  would  make  you  return  to  school?. 

I don't  know. 

Under  what  circumstances  would  you  return  to  school? 

I would  have  to  talk  to  the  principal  to  see  if  they  would  accept 

me  or  something. 

Would  you  like  to  return  to  school? 

Yea. 

Did  they  always  blame  you? 

Yea  because  tha  teacher  always  blame  me  this  wasn't  true  we  were 
three  and  ve  all  drop  at  the  same  time.  One  vent  up  north  and 
the  othera  went  back  to  achool. 

How  could  the  teachers  have  treated  you? 

There  ware  aome  that  were  rice  but  there  were  aome  that  weren't. 
Waa  it  a man  teacher  or  a woman  teacher  that  mistreated  you? 

Thera  waa  one  ran  teacher. 
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Q 

Were  they  fair  to  you? 

A 

In  certain  things*  they  were. 

Q 

In  what  things  were  they  fair  to  you? 

A 

tike  the  time-  they  expelled  me.  It  was  not  true  what  the  teacher 
said  and  the  ones  that  were  really  talking  he  would  treat  them 
nicely  but  us,  he  would  send  out. 

Q 

Did  you  talk  to  the  principal? 

A 

Yea.  He  asked  me  if  I was  doing  something  to  the  teacher  and  I told 
him  that  I was  Just  sitting  there  and  he  would  kick  me  out  and  he 
oaid  he  was  going  to  talk  to  the  teacher.  Then  we  were  expelled. 

Q 

Did  the  principal  expelled  you? 

A 

Yes  and  one  went  up  north  and  the  others  went  back  to  school. 

Q 

Why  didn't  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Well  because  they  would  expell  you  for  three  days  and  then  you 
would  take  your  parents  and  you  couJd  go  back  to  school. 

Q 

Why  didn't  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Because  at  home  they  told  me  Tf  I wanted  to  go  X could  and  X didn't 
have  to  ao  I started  to  work. 

Q 

Did  you  begin  to  work  right  away? 

A 

Yea,  a week  after  I drop  school. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

A 

In  no  way. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school  l 

A 

Just  in  the  studies  I am  worst.  I don't  know  if  I could  go  back  to 
school.. 

Q 

1 the  studies  are  you  worst  or  better  in  other  aspects? 

A 

1 am  better. 

Q . 

In  what  way? 

A 

o 
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Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A I would  return* 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should 

drop  school? 

A When  you  cannot  learn  when  you  just  go  to  play. 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  told  me  I was  not  learning  and  that  it  would  be  better  to 

get  out. 

Q What  could  be  done  bet  . you  decide  to  returv  to  school? 

A Nothing. 

Q What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A No,  I think  I am  not  going  back  to  school* 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A I don't  know  yet. 

Q Can  you  think  of  anything  you  would  like  to  do? 

A A aacker  and  then  in  stock.  In  a store. 

Q As  a clerk  or  something? 

A Yea  as  a clerk. 
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1 Q 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  stay 
In  school? 

A 

No,  the  people  in  the  schools  didn't  do  anything  to  me.  I didn't 
go  to  school  because  I didn't  have  the  clothes  and  because  1 was 
looking  for  work  so  I could  buy  my  own  clothes  but  I couldn't 
find  a Job. 

l Q 

What  school  were  you  In? 

, A 

Christen. 

*•  Q 

Do  you  think  the  teachers  could  have  done  anything? 

r a 

[ 

Yes  because  there  was  this  teacher  and  you  know  everybody  was  talking 
and  1 was  doing  my  homework  and  someone  would  come  to  talk  to  ira  and 
she  would  immediately  yell  at  me  so  I would  go  to  Mr.  Moreno's  office 
and  I would  stay  there.  Why  go  to  the  room.  She  was  always  a iter 
me. 

1 

f Q 

Could  they  have  done  anything  to  make  you  like  going  to  school? 

E A 

I don't  kuow. 

Slater  Soiaetimes  the  klda  are  right  because  there  are  some 


teachers  who  don't  know  how  to  treat  the  boys  who 
art  ,«  little  bit  older,  if  they  knew  how  to  treat 
them  it  would  be  different.  Sometimes  Just  because 
they  don't  like  them  they  would  talk  to  some  and 
the  onas  they  don't  like  they  would  Just  ignore, 
but  the  reel  reason  why  he  dropped  was  because  he 
didn't  have  what  he  needed  in  school.  If  father 
could  ha/e  given  him  what  he  needed  but  he  tried 
to  find  a Job  but  he  couldn't  find  one.  He  is 
a construction  worker. 

* A 

1 could  work  after  school  but  I never  found  a Job. 

I Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  In  the  schools  before  you  decide  to  return 
to  school? 

1 A 

I would  want  to  have  a Job. 

Q 

But  what  could  be  done  in  the  schools?  Like  the  classes?  The  teachers? 

I A 

The  teacbere  should  treat  the  boys  right. 

Q 

Bow  should  they  treat  them? 

K A 

0 

1 ERIC 

1 

The  teachers  should  not  yell  at  you  and  sometimes  they  tried  to  hit 
you.  One  time  they  tried  to  hit  me  but  I understand  and  I ran  that 
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Is  also  why  I got  out  of  school. 

Q Were  they  men  teachers  or  women  teachers? 

A I had  tv r>  men  teachers  one  in  P.E* 

Q Who  did  you  like  best  mde  or  female  teachers? 

A Men  teachers  are  better. 

Q How  did  they  treated  you? 

A They  treated  me  right. 

Q if  all  of  thia  happened  would  you  return  to  school? 

A I dof.'t  know  because  I have  to  register  for  the  army. 

Q How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A I don't  know  because  school  is  also  very  good.  I would  stilx  want 

to  be  in  achool  but  I don't  have  work  to  buy  my  clothes  and  whatever 

I need. 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  school? 

A I don’t  know.  If  my  father  would  give  me  money  to  buy  what  I need 

but  ha  wouldn't  give  me  any  money  because  he  is  in  Sai\  Antonio. 

Anyway  he  would  not  give  me  money  because  I don't  want  to  go  to 
San  Antonio  and  he  wants  me  to  go  over  there. 

Q Why  would  you  like  to  go  to  school  here  in  Laredo? 

A Because  sometimes  they  treat  you  right  and  sometimes  they  don't,  but 

I waa  boin  here  and  I wanted  to  *,tay  here. 

Q What  Could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  stay  in  classes? 

A No,  I don't  like  it  because  I didn’t  have  any  clothes. 

Q Than  do  you  think  that  your  parents  could  have  done  anything? 

A No  bacauae  they  are  over  there  in  Sar  Antonio  now  and  they  can't  do 

anything. 

Q What  would  have  to  happ-1.*  at  home  before  you  return  to  school? 

A 1 don't  know  how  to  tell  you. 

Q What  would  have  to  change  in  your  eitjation  at  home? 

Well,  1 dou’t  know.  My  family  hava  to  be  here  like  when  I was  going 
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over  there  to  Leyende;ker . I vae  doing  fine  over  there,  but  then 
they  went  to  San  Antonio  and  now  I cannot  go  to  school. 

Were  they  here  at  first? 

Yes  when  I was  in  the  6th  grade  then  they  went  over  there  and^I 
didn't  like  it  over  there  so  I came  back  and  then  they  couldn  t 
send  me  money  because  they  wanted  me  to  be  over  there  with  them. 


What  else  would  have  to  happen  at  home? 

Just  have  them  to  be  here  and  give  roe  money. 

Why  don't  you  want  to  live  in  San  Antonio  with  your  family? 

Becau  e they  are  always  fighting  and  I don't  like  that.  One  time 
when  I had  an  accident  over  there  and  couldn't  go  to  school  1 was 
in  the  hospital  for  8 days  and  they  had  a fight.  My  father  told 
me  he  wished  1 would  have  died  but  that's  ok.  So  I would  need 
for  them  to  change  also.  This  week  1 am  going  to  San  Antonio 
to  see  if  X could  find  a Job  over  there  because  I cannot  find 
anything  here. 

If  all  of  this  happen  would  you  return  to  school? 

I don't  know  maybe. 

What  do  you  mis s the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Well  I miss  school  because  school  is  good  for  people. 

What  about  the  school  is  it  good  for  you? 

Everything.  My  friends  we  used  to  get  together  to  go  to  all  the 
classes  because  we  had  the  same  classes  but  we  dropped  at  the  same 
time.  He  is  now  in  the  Job  Corps.  And  because  I wc  *d  see  all  the 

girls. 

What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

I don't  know  how  to  tell  you.  lat  me  see.  Well  I wished  1 had  a 
Job  SO  I Could  pay  my  clothes  so  they  wouldn't  tell  me  snything 
like  we  can't  buy  you  clothes  because  we  are  in  San  Antonio.  Work 
after  school  so  I could  pay  my  books  and  all  of  that.  So  I could 
go  to  school. 

Is  this  what  you  think  you  t.v,  do? 

Yea. 

What  could  you  have  done  after  you  dropped  or  when  you  were  in  school? 
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I don’t  know  I liked  school  very  much  and  I wish  I was  going  to 
school  /So  I could  learn  a little  bit  more  because  I dropped  from 
the  7th  grade  and  I couldn't  go  anymore*  When  I left  school  I 
would  go  to  town  to  look  for  a job  but  I necer  found  anything. 

I found  a job  but  they  paid  me  only  $10  a week.  I worked  in  the 
glas9  shop.  I did  more  and  they  only  paid  me  $10.  The  girls 
that  worked  there  got  $30  and  $40  a week  and  me  and  other  friend 
they  paid  us  $9  at  the  beginning  and  then  $10  and  they  told  us 
that  later  on  they  would  pay  us  more  but  we  worked  for  a month  and 
we  never  got  a raise.  So  I left  for  San  Antonio  and  then  I was 
here  for  a month  and  then  I went  to  California  then  I came  back 
here. 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  decide  to 
return  to  school? 

I need  to  work  to  return  to  school  so  I could  afford  my  clothes. 
What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

The  money;  I didn't  have  money  to  buy  my  clothes. 
js  that  all? 

Yea. 

What  would  result  if  you  returned  to  school? 

To  get  a Job. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

Ho,  I an  not  better  off. 

How  are  you  worst  off  sinde  you  left  school? 

I have  never  find  a job  that  is  why  you  go  to  school  yo^  know  to 
learn  more  so  1 could  find  a Job  because  without  school  you  cannot 
find  a job.  I only  got  to  the  7th  grade  and  every  place  you  would 
go  they  would  esk  you  up  to  what  grade  you  had  gone  to  school  and 
I would  tell  them  7th  they  would  know  that  I don’t  know  anything. 
It's  better  to  go  to  school  then  to  get  a job  so  I can  buy  what 
I need  end  help  my  family. 

If  you  had  to  do  It  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again?  If 
you  were  In  the  same  situation? 

Yes. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  a'.Hent  should  drop 
school? 
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K When  they  don’t  hsve  the  money  because  they  would  always  ask  me 

vor  this  and  thst  and  you  had  to  have  the  patch  test  and  all  of 
that  and  when  you  are  sick  and  you  tell  them  you  are  sick  they 
don’t  believe  you  they  tell  you  that  you  just  don't  went  to  go  to 
school.  When  you  sre  sick  you  just  can’t  go.  When  the  teachers 
think  you  aren't  sick  they  want  to  win  and  they  do. 

q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  from  school? 

^ No  they  never  encourage  me  to  get  out.  I got  out  on  my  on  will 

because  I didn't  hsve  whef  I needed*  also  because  of  thst  teacher 
that  always  yell  at  me  because  I was  talking,  but  she  would  not 
jay  anything  to  the  others  on  the  class  I noticed  that.  They 
would  tell  me  that  I dressed  Pachuco  like,  that  I only  talked  to 
the  girls  and  not  to  the  boys  and  she  would  send  me  outside.  She 
would  run  me  out  and  sit  me  outside.  She  told  me  to  do  my  work 
outside  but  I wouldn't  do  anything.  I would  just  sit  outside.  I 
would  tell  her  that  I was  i>ot  going  to  stay  outside  because  I was 
suppose  to  be 'inside.  She  would  send  me  to  the  office  to  see  Hr. 
Moreno.  She  would  tell  Mr.  Moreno  and  even  add  things  Wt  I could 
not  do  anything  I couldn't  answer  back  because  Mr.  Moreno  would 
scold  me. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A Well  because  they  didn’t  give  me  money  to  buy  my  clothes  I didn't 

want  to  go  with  my  tom  pants  because  the  teachers  would  also  tell 
you  different  things  on  the  way  you  dressed.  1 wanted  to  go  well 
dressed. 

Q Did  you  say  it  was  your  decision  to  drop  school? 

A Yes. 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 


Did  your  parents  tell  you  anything? 

Yes  they  told  me  to  go  back  to  school  but  I didn't  want  to. 

What  could  anyone  do  now  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

To  get  a Job  after  school  eo  I would  not  have  to  depend  on  my 
parents*  so  I wouldn't  have  to  bother  them* 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do?  * 

In  anything  because  I like  to  work. 

Could  you  think  of  anything  you  like  to  do  the  mesr? 


67 

298 


« 


M6-14 


6 


A I don't  know  maybe  in  a garage.  I am  going  to  work  ir.  a garage  with 

a friend. 

0 la  that  what  you  like  to  do? 

A Yea  I like  to  do  that. 

Q The  queation  ia  what  do  you  like  the  most? 

A I don't  know  to  work  in  a garage. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

The  people  in  school  weren’t  to  blame  I didn't  like  school. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  hsve  done  to  make  you  like 
to  go  to  classes? 

Hothing  it  wan  my  fault. 

What  was  it  you  didu:t  like  about  school? 

Nothing  it  was  Just  that  I wasn't  interested  anymore. 

Could  they  have  done  Anything  to  gel  you  to  be  interested? 

I don't  think  so  I behaved  with  the  teachers,  but  I Just  didn't 
like  school. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  t.b'*  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Nothing,  I would  return  the  way  they  sre  now* 

You  would  return  to  school  the  way  they  are  now? 

I would. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Because  you  need  education  in  order  to  get  a good  Job. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stsy  in  school? 

Nothing  because  they  tried  to  make  me  go  to  school  but  I Just 
didn't  like  it. 

l*hat  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
Nothing. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Nothing  I would  return  alone  but  I don't  think  they  would  accept 
ne. because  I an  too  old. 

Besides  your  obligation  with  the  service,  is  there  anything  else 
keeping  you  from  going  to  jchool? 
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A Nothing. 

q What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 

attending? 

A I don’t  know, 

q Is  there  anything  in  particular  that  you  miss  or  that  you  need 

from  school? 

A Just  the  education  to  get  a good  job, 

q What  subjects  do  you  need  the  most? 

A Hath, 

Q'  What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A To  behave. 

q Do  you  think  that  made  you  drop  school? 

A Yes  too  many  fights. 

q What  school  were  you  in? 

A Christen. 

q What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A Behave.  Now  I understand  that  school  is  very  important ... .before 

1 was  too  foolish  you  know, 

Q Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A No. 

Q What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 1 was  retained  too  many  years  in  one  grade  and  1 felt  that  there 

waa  no  uaa  in  staying...!  wasn't  doing  anything  in  school f so  I 
dropped  to  work,  in  other  words  I vent  because  I had  to  that  is 
what  I thought  then,  but  not  now. 

Q What  would  make  you  return  to  school? 

A There  isn't  any  way  to  maka  me.  1 would  return  on  try  own  as  long 

as  1 get  an  opportunity. 
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How  ire  yov  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

Well  now  that  I am  old,  I can  think  better  because  when  I was  in 
school  I was  kind  of  foolish. 

Hew  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

In  not  finding  a good  job. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

No,  I don't  think  so. 

Under  what  circumstances  should  every  student  drop  school? 

I don't  think  anyone  should  drop  school? 

You  can't  think  of  a good  reason  why  someone  should  le'-.ve  school? 
No. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  encouxage  me. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  told  me  that  it  was  going  to  be  very  hard  for  me  to  get  a good 
job. 

Was  it  your  decision  to  rop  school? 

Yes . 

Did  you  join  the  service  as  soon  as  you  dropped  school? 

No,  I went  to  Chicago  to  work  and  when  I came  back  they  called  me 
for  the  draft. 

What  could  anybody  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  echool? 

If  they  would  give  ae  an  opportunity  to  return. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  ranted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Work  In  an’offlce  or  aoaethlng  like  that* 

Could  you  think  of  anything  elae  to  say? 
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Yes.  Well  the  ones  that  dropped  were  the  enes  that  had  bad  records, 
like  myself . 

How  do  you  think  they  could  help  them  so  that  the*  wouldn't  drop? 

To  call  then  all  in  and  talk  to  theta  to  see  If  they  could  get 
something  into  their  heads. 

Do  you  think  that  would  help? 

Maybe,  x don't  know. 


I 

t 

* M7-16;  20;  2-26-69;  9;  3. 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 


A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 


A 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


What  could  the  people  In  the  school#  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

Well,  two  things.  First  if  they  would  give  ws  the  chance  to  enter 
in  the  10th  grade  in  high  school  because  I dropped  because  I was 
20  years  old  in  the  9th  grade  and  aecond  because  the  draft  called 
me. 


Did  you  make  the  draft? 

No,  I failed  the  exan. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

If  they  would  give  me  the  opportunity  to  enter  in  10th  grade. 

What  would  have  to  be  ddne  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

I don't  have  anything  against  them. 

Is  there  anything  that  could  be  done  about  the  grades? 

Do  you  mean  about  being  promoted? 

Yes . 

If  they  give  me  a chance  to  be  promoted  to  the  10th  grade. 

Why  weren't  you  promoted  to  the  10th  grade? 

Because  you  see  this  was  ay  second  year  in  the  9th  grade  the  year 
before  last  I got  4 credits  except  English  sc  I didn't  make  it  and 
this  year  I was  going  to  need  It,  but  if  they  give  toe  a chance  to 
take  It  in  the  10th  grace  I can  go  to  school. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  you  were  promoted  to  the  10th  grade? 
Yes. 

How  do  you  regret  hsvlng  left  school? 

Well  because  of  *vy  age  I am  20  yeara  old. 

V*  mean  how  do  you  rat rat  having  left  schoel? 

1 don’t  know. 

Ia  thare  anything  that  you  naad  from  achool? 
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No* 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

Well  if  they  would  force  me  to  go  if  they  would  have  said  that 
school  was  important,  but  I dropped  because  I was  too  old  and 
because  the  draft  had  called  me* 

Could  your  parents  have  done  anything  to  make  you  like  to  go  to 
school? 

Ho. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

There  isn't  anything  that  would  have  to  happen  before  I could  return* 

What* do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Because  in  school  you  arc  always  learning  something  and  I am  not 
1 earing  anything  here. 

la  there  anything  else? 

No. 

Do  you  think  that  you  did  everything  possible  to  stay  in  school? 
Nothing. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Nothing,  juat  go  and  register. 

Ia  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  achool? 

No. 

What  aingla  thing  or  circumstance  made  yeu  drop  school? 

My  age  and  because  the  draft  had  called  me* 

What  would  maXa  you  return  to  achool?  . 

Well  because  I am  working  and  I could  go  to  achool. 

How  ate  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 
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A I am  not  better  off. 

Q How  ere  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A Well*  I haven't  had  anything  better  than  school;  I only  work  for 

sometime;  but  to  say  that  I am  better  of f by  staying  Away  from 
school  is  wrong. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  ever  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A Well  1 have  thought  of  talking  to  Hr,  Moreno  to  see  my  records  and 

if  I was  promoted  to  tbe  10th  grade  then  I csuld  go  to  school.  If 
I waa  not  promoted  I am  not  going  to  echool  because  this  would  be 
my  third  year  in  9th  grade. 

Q But  you  said  that  the  draft  had  called  you  waa  it  when  you  were  in 

school  or  after  y(ou  drop  school? 

A It  waa  during^  the  end  of  the  year.  I dropped  in  February  and  I 

was  suppose  to  take  the  exam  in  May  1. 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student;  should  drop 

achool? 

A No i I don't  think  they  should  drop. 

Q Could  you  think  of  a good  reason  how  they  could  drop  school? 

A Somt  because  they  are  going  to  get  married  and  others  because  they 

have  to  help  at  home  but  those  are  the  only  cfcaea  they  should  drop. 

Q How  did  your  patents  encourage  you  to  drop  achool? 

A Thsy  didn't  encourage  me  they  wanted  me  to  go. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  achool? 

A Thty  wanted  me  to  stay  they  asked  me  why  I was  going  to  drop,  what 

would  I be  doing  at  home  and  that  It  war  going  to  be  hard  to  get  a 
good  job,  that  it  waa  better  to  finish  school  and  all  of  that. 

Q Was  it  your  decision? 

A Too. 

Q Could  they  have  done  anything  to  make  you  stay? 

A No# 


Q What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  rstum  to  achool? 
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A Well  here  at  they  cannow  do  anything  because  I want  to  go. 

I want  to  Bee  If  I va«  promoted  to  the  10th  ftTade  and  If  I was 
I would  *o  to  achool . 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like 

to  do? 

A I haven't  thought  about  that* 

Q It  there  anyth igg  you  like  to  do  the  moat? 

A No,  juat  work  in  anything. 
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Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  dene  to  make  you  go  to 

classes? 

A Nothing  for  me,  not  at  the  time. 

Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  i:o  make  you  like  tj 

go  to  school? 

A No,  I just  didn't  like  anything  anymore,  I couldn’t  stand  it. 

Q What  vould  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school; 

A I don’t  know  I just  got  dreary.  I had  been  going  to  school  for  9 

years  so  I decided  to  drop  I don't  think  that  they  couldn’t  have  done 
anything  to  make  it  better  for  me,  at  the  time. 

Q What  would  you  like  change  in  the  schools? 

A I never  looked  £t  school  that  much.  I just  did  the  work  and  came 

back.  I thought  they  were  ok  until  this  time.  I Just  couldn't 
take  it  anymore  I just  dropped  out. 

Q In  what  ways  do  you^regret  having  left  school? 

A After  dropping  I dislike  to  join  the  service.  I think  that  the 

people  expecially  the  employers  look  for  people  that  have  a better 

•ducat ion.  They  will  always  ask  you  for  the  diploma  nowadays 

I’ve  been  out  for  about  2 years. 

Q Do  you  regret  it  because  you  joined  the  service? 

A No  I joined  because  I wanted  to.  I just  couldn't  see  myself  walking 

arourd  town  all  my  life  doing  nothing.  I try  to  get  a skill  In  the 
army  but  you  just  don't  get  anything  out  of  it  you  know. 

Q Do  you  plan  to  get  out  of  the  army? 

A Tae,  I am  going  to  try  it  one  more  year  then  I am  ^oing  to  go  out. 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A Nothing  at  the  time.  I juat  dropped  out  I just  couldn't  take  it 

anymore.  I don't  know  why.  Maybe  because  my  buddy  and  I played 
hookle  and  we  couldn't  take  it  anymore. 

Q Did  ha  Join  the  service  too? 

A No,  he  marrlad. 


77 

308 


M7-18 


2 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 


O 

ERIC 


What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to 
achool? 

Nothing. 

What  would  have  to  happen  when  you  return,  at  home  to  make  you 
like  to  go  to  achool? 

Welt  I am  going  to  rry  to  get  a college  entrance  exam. 

Would  you  return  to  achool  if  this  happen? 

, Yea. 

What  do  you  miss  the  moat  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Well  it  has  been  ao  long  since  I was  in  school.  I donrt  remember 
the  way  they  -are.  I didn't  like  them  at  the  time... ..I  quit. 

Could  you  remember  if  you  miss  anything  after  you  drop  achool? 

No,  after  I got  out  I didn't  miss  anything. 

What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  atay  in  achool? 

I gueaa,  take  it  for  a few  years,  but  I Juat  couldn't  tike  it  any- 
more. 

Did  you  feel  that  you  were  bring  tied  dew? 

1 don't  know.  It  was  Juat  like  being  in  prison;  I Jua*  couldn't 
taka  it  anymore. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  achool? 

Well  try  to  go  to  college  if  I can.  Get  into  some  technical  college. 

Did  you  say  you  were  going  to  try  to  get  a skill  in  the  army  why 
could  you  gat  it? 

The  arKjr  la  no  good  for  acquiring  a skill.  You  are  in  one  job  in 
one  place  and  then  you  go  to  another  place  and  you  get  another  lob. 
What  they  need  they  make  you  do 

As  far  e#  getting  a skill  do  feel  that  the  army  couldn't  do 
anything? 

That  la  why  I am  going  to  quit  you  get  depreeeed  with  all  that 
changing  around  from  over  ee^a  tack  and  back  over  ease  you  know. 
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q Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 

return  tc  echool? 

A Mo. 

q What  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A Boredom  I guess,  I was  just  bored  of  school,  I hated  the  teachers. 

I was  one  of  those  early  type  revolutionary;  like  they  have  now. 

Q Do  you  think  that  they  were  not  teaching  you  or  that  they  were  not 

relating  to  you? 

A They  tried  to  teach  me  I didn't  like  it  no  matter  how  hard  they 

tried  ;.o  teach  me. 

Q What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A A better  education  would  be  the  result  I gueos, 

Q How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A Hone  actually  I got  to  work  for  my  money  you  know.  The  hours  in 

the  army  areVt  very  good  either  and  the  pay  ien't  anything  grea^  • 

Q How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A I am  in  the  army.  That  is  about  it,  I cannot  compete  with  other 

people  becauee  of  that*  Maybe  I am  more  intelligent  than  the  n^xt 
guy  but  he  has  the  diploma  so  he  gets  the  job  that  is  just  the  way 
it  is  nowadays, 

Q Do  you  think  that  the  army  is  the  lesser  #f  two  evil? 

A Ho,  not  Ptceeearily . 

Q Do  you  think  that  school  was  the  lesser  of  two  evils? 

A Tea,  hut  evsrybody  sees  the  army  and  war  as  something  like  being  a 

hsro.  That  is  s comic  book  typa, ., .somebody  wets  killed  eo  they 
leave  him  there  and  mother's  epple  pie  ie  Just  over  'here  a little 
vaye,»**but  1 c isn't  that  way, 

Q If  you  had  ^o  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A Ho,  1 don't  think  so.  I dropped  quite  a few  times  when  1 was  in 

school  but  I don't  think  I would  drop  new, 

Q Under  what  circumstances  should  every  student  drop  school? 

A do,  most  of  the  dropouts  don't  have  the  reasons  I had.  Most  of 
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than  that  drop  are  Mexican-Aatr ic ane  and  they  ere  migrant  workers 
end  they  go  somewhere  elae  to  work  end  they  cose  beck  In  October 
end  Boveaber  end  leave  In  February  or  March  so  they  cannot  accept 
then  In  school  anywhere,  that  Is  one  of  the  main  reason  That 
Is  one  of  the  main  reasons  because  most  He xlcan-Aaer leans  are  poor 
but  you  cannot  do  anything  about  It. 

q Sow  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A Hone  the  least.  They  Insisted.  They  wanted  te  bust  me  to  send  ne 

beck  to  school  but  I Just  defended  ay  cause. 

Q Bow  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  deep  school? 

A With  everything  they  could  think  of. 

Q Like  what? 

A They  gave  me  lectures.  You  know  how  parents  are.  School  Is  good 

for  you  and  all  of  this;  but  I guess  that  le  why  1 lost  I vss 
retaliating  froa  what  they  were  trying  to  give  ne.  It  vac  just 
like  a retaliation  In  some  way. 

Q Do  you  think  that  If  they  had  pushed  you  nore  you  night  have 

stayed  In  school? 

A Tasi  I guess  so.  Maybe  1 don't  know. 

q Bow  about  school  wart,  they  pushing  you  In  the  education  or  something? 

A Sons  of  theta  do  gat  rather  nasty.  They  would  put  this  sigh  on  you 

because  you  were  talking  and  send  you  -out  in  the  hell.  I was  14  or 
15  at  the  tine  end  I just  couldn't  stand  anybody  pushing  ne  around. 

I guess  this  la  one  of  the  flrat  stages  for  dropping. 

Q Whet  school  did  you  drop  froa? 

A Martin  High  School. 


Q Whet  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  te  school? 


A I do  It  on  ny  own  free  will.  1 know  whet  s ansi  os  could  do;  they 

would  give  as  e discharge  now  end  toll  as  to  ge  to  school  I would 
go.  It  would  be  aoral  booster  I ceuld  get  right  now. 


Q Do  they  do  that  sonatinas? 

A Tee  but  that  la  if  you  ere  going  to  r> liege*  You  get  three  aontha 

early  discharge  but  I cannot  do  that  because  T an  going  over  seas  egein. 
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Q Again? 

A TMi 

Q Rave  you  been  in  Viet  Nero  before? 

A No,  I have  been  in  Korea. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like 

to  do? 

A I donft  know.  I have  done  a lot  of  jobs  in  the  army.  T started  as 

a clerk  and  aa  a mechanic.  But  I never  worked  at  them  long  enough 
I could  not  stand  working  as  a clerk  being  closed  up.  I couldn't 
tell  you  right  now. 

Q Is  there  anything  else  in  particular  you  would  like  to  do? 

A Not  if  thereof*  work  for  lying  around  I could  take  it. 

Q Is  there  anything  else  you  would  lik<>  to  say  about  the  schools  so 

we  could  benefit  from  it? 

A I guess  the  schools  are  ok  the  way  they  are  now  l see  the  light. 

I guess  the  people  should  stay  in  school  so  that  they  can  .get  at 
leayt  secondary  Jobs  the  way  education  ia  right  now. 
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What  coaid  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

classes? 

I don't  think  anything. 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

They  could  have  done  something,  but  I Just  didn't  want  to  go  anymore. 
Did  you  drop  from  the  4th  grade? 

No,  from  the  6th. 

What  could  they  have  done? 

Force  me  to  go  * 

Did  they  say  anything  whtn  you  dropped  school? 

Yea,  they  asked  toe  why  1 waa  dropping  and  I told  them  that  It  was 
because  I didn't  like  school  anymeoe. 

What  did  you  dislike  about  school? 

Nothing  that  I can  say. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  In  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

They  are  ok  the  way  they  are  but  1 just  didn't  like  to  go  anymore. 

If  you  wanted  to  return,  would  you  return  to  school  the  way  they  are 
now? 

Tea i but  now  Is  too  late. 

Row  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Because  1 had  to  go  to  work  because  that  Is  why  I dropped. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  go  to  school? 

They  told  a*  to  go , but  I said  that  I didn't  want  to  go  to  school. 

So  they  eald  that  they  were  not  going  to  force  me  beceuee  they 
k oew  that  I wasn't  going  to  do  anything  and  that  if  I didn't  want 
to  go  to  school  to  start  looking  for  work. 

tftiat  could  your  parents  hava  done  to  make  you  Ilka  to  go  to  school? 
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Just  stop  ms  from  dropping. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  return  to  school? 
Nothing  just  to  force  me  to  go  to  school. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Nothing  right  now  maybe  later  on. 

Do  you  neud  anything  from  school? 

Just  arithmetic,  I think  that's  all. 

What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  In  school? 

To  forget  to  think  that  I wanted  to  drop.  To  keep  on. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Nothing*  It's  too  late. 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

No. 

Whet  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  yeu  drop  school? 

Nothing  I just  wanted  to  drop.  1 didn't  want  to  go  anymore. 

What  could  make  you  return  to  school? 

I don't  plan  to  return. 

What  circumstance  would  make  you  return  to  achool? 

I don't  know.  My  brother  wanted  to  go  but  he  had  mlased  one  year 
but  my  father  slid  that  if  he  could  igo. 

Now  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

Just  in  working. 

How  see  you  ycrst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I don't  knew. 

Is  there  eny  way  In  iAlc^  you  ere  worst  since  leaving  school? 
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A No. 

Q How  has  your  thinking  about  school  changed? 

A It  fee?  a different  when  you  are  attending  and  when  you  are  not. 

Q What  do  you  mean  differeut?  In  what  ways? 

A You  quit  studying.  You  don’t  do  anything,  just  work. 

Q Do  you  think  is  harder  on  you  now? 

A At  the  beginning  yes,  the  work  is  hard.  I don’t  know  about  the 

future. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A I don’t  knew  because  I don’t  know  what  could  happen  later  on. 
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Under  what  circumstances  should  every  student  drop  school? 

The  ones  that  should  drop  are  the  ones  that  have  to;  but  they 
shouldn't  drop  school  just  because  they  don't  want  to  go,  but 
if  they  are  forced  to  go,  they  are  not  going  to  do  anything  because 
they  will  just  be  thinking  that  they  want  to  drop. 

Do  /ou  think  that  if  they  don't  like  school  they  should  di3p? 

No,  I don't  think  so.  They  should  convice  themselves  to  stay  in 
school. 

What  la  a good  reason  to  drop  school? 

It's  better  to  stay  because  they  are  going  to  be  in  the  same  situation 

I aa. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn’t  encourage  me.  They  told  me  to  stay,  but  I was  going  to 
drop.  They  told  ae  it  vaa  my  decision  because  If  they  would  force 
ae  they  knew  that  l wasn’t  going  to  do  anything  and  only  think  of 
leaving  they  didn't  encourage  me  it  was  ay  decision. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

Thay  told  aa  to  stay  that  it  was  batter  because  I wasn't  going  to 
find  a Job.  I would  have  to  be  working  in  the  tun  all  the  time 
and  that  was  all  thay  said. 

What  could  be  done  to  help  you  return  to  school? 
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A Nothing. 

q xf  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like 

to  do7 

A Just  continue  working  where  1 am;  in  construction. 
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q What  could  the  people  In.  the*  school  a have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

classes? 

A Hothlng  I wanted  to  atay  in  school  but  thera  were  too  many  fights. 

Every  morning  and  every  afternoon  there  had  to  be  a fight. 

Q Which  school  did  you  go  to? 

A Lamar  Junior  High.  ! was  in  Jail  because  of  the  fights  and  I didn’t 

want  to  go  anymore.  The  vice-principal  called  me  to  tell  me  to  go 
to  school  but  I didn't  want  to  go  because  of  the  fights. 

Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  dome  to  stop  all  the  fights? 

A The  principal  only  stopped  our  fights.  He  didn’t  like  -he  people 

from  the  Chacon  Neighborhood.  He  would  atop  the  others  that  were 
in  e fight  end  suspend  them  for  a day  or  so  and  than  they  would 
return  to  school  but  if  he  caught  us  it  was  different.  Je  just 
didn't  Ilka  us . There  were  some  cousins,  the  Quintanas,  they  were 
kicked  out  permanently,  but  the  guys  that  they  fought  with  are 
still  in  school. 

Q What  do  you  think  ccvld  be  done  to  atop  the  fights?. 

A You  cannot  do  anything  because  every  neighborhood  has  its  boys 

and  you  just  cannot  stop  the  fights. 

Q Wiot  cculd  the  schools  do? 

A That  every  neighborhood  should  have  its  own  school  to  separate  them. 

Everyone  go  to  their  own  school  in  their  own  neighborhood.  Because 
if  one  from  hare  gcas  over  there  there’s  bsuad  to  be  a fight.  And 
when  in  school  there  were  four  or  five  neighborhoods  against  us 
and  they  would  always  blame  us  bacauaa  we  had  a bad  reputation.  We 
vent  to  school  because  we  liked  it  and  we  wanted  to  do  something 
with  our  lives  but  because  of  the  fights  1 had  to  drop  school. 

Q Whet  wou.M  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 

Veturft  to  school? 

A 1 would  have  to  taka  ay  mother  end  m*  father  to  talk  to  the  principal 

to  see  if  they  would  accept  me. 

Q What  could  the  schools  have  done  in  Itself? 

A Not  to  have  any  mors  fights. 

Nbuld  vou  return  to  school  if  all  of  this  happen?  If  they  didn't 
hew#  anymore  fights? 
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I think  so  but  I have  lost  two  or  three  years  and  I am  too  old 
for  the  grade  I was  in. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

You  have  to  work  harder  because  you  don't  have  the  education.  Working 
just  like  that  is  harder* 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  In  school? 

Put  m in  a private  school  or  something  but  i don't  think  they 
could  have  done  that. 

Is  there  anything  else  they  could  have  done  In  Lamar? 

There  were  so  many  things  they  could  have  done  and  that  I could  tell 
you,  but  all  I wanted  was  for  them  to  atop  the  fights. 

What  do  you  ©em  by  so  many  things? 

Well  because  I had  everything  I needed  to  go  to  school  and  ray  parents 
would  go  and  talk  for  me  so  I could  return  to  school  because  I need 
It  the  education,  and  1 still  need  it,  but  you  couldn't  do  it  in  the 
way  It  was* 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Nothing. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you1  have  stopped 
attending? 

The  r-a th,  the  English  and  what  you  need  the  most  like  spelling  and 
writing. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  In  school? 

Well  stay  out  cf  the  fights  but  they  just  followed  me  around.  I 
vanned  to  stay  in  school  but  the  vice -principal  were  with  them 
and  we  always  lost*  They  were  all  against  us* 

Whit  do  you  think  the  principal  and  the  vice-principal  could  have 
done? 

They  could  have  kick  us  all  out  or  accept  us  all  back  so  that  every- 
one get  their  education  or  that  no  one  would  get  It,  but  only  the 
ones  from  here  always  lost  and  t*ie  c:»*s  from  over  there  always  won. 

Then  when  you  had  fights  they  only  kicked  the  ones  from  the  Chacon? 
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No,  they  kick  theta  too  but  for  one  or  two  days  only  then  they 
would  return.  They  are  all  in  school  right  now,  but  you  come 
here  to  this  neighborhood  and  you  will  find  50  or  60  dropouts , 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

I would  return  to  classes  but  for  one  or  two  hours  because  I am 
working  to  help  tny  father  because  he  is  the  only  one  working 
right  now. 

Q 

If  you  could  go  would  you  go  to  school? 

A 

I would  go  to  learn  more  about  what  you  need  the  most. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  would  return  to 
school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

The  fights  and  not  wanting  to  go  to  jail  because  I am  not  afraid  of 
the  fights  but  not  to  be  locked  up  and  it  Is  better  to  be  free, than 
to  go  to  school  and  have  to  be  locked  up.  Don't  you  think? 

Q 

What  would  result  in  your  returning  to  school? 

A 

If  they  would  give  me  work  after  school  and  I could  learn , 

Q 

How  arc  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

A 

Well  because  I am  not  In  fights  anymore  and  you  have  more  fun  and 
I am  working,  not  being  in  school.  But  It  is  better  to  stay  in 
school  and  not  be  the  way  we  are  right  now  because  later  on  you 
are  going  to  need  school. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

In  the  studies  because  I cannot  study  here*  All  you  could  do  is 
read  the  Times  but  you  need  more  studies.  You  need  school  more  than 
anything  else.  You  need  to  study  more,  not  that  everybody  in  school 
studies,  some  Just  Ignore  studying. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 
time? 

A 

I don't  know  depends  on  how  things  are. 

Q 

If  you  were  in  the  same  situation  would  you  drop  school? 

A 
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q Hew  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A No  they  didn’t  encourage  me,  it  was  :•*  who  got  discouraged. 

Bow  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  told  me  to  go  and  all  of  that. 

Mother  May  I say  something  on  this  respect? 


Interviewer 

Mother 


Mother 


Q 

A 


Yes  ma’m. 

The  problem  was  this.  Pablo  kept  going  to  school  then 
one  day  Mr.  Newton  called  me  on  the  phone  and  he  told 
me  that  he  thought  that  Fablo  was  better  off  out  of 
school.  Then  I went  o school  and  he  gave  me  a paper, 
that  I still  have,  where  it  said  that  Pablo  was  going 
out  of  school  because  he  was  going  to  work.  And  he 
said  that  he  thought  that  Pablo  felt  ashamed  to  be  in 
that  grade  because  of  his  age  and  I told  him  that  I 
would  have  to  talk  to  Mr.  Salinas  because  they  were 
on  probation  because  of  that  fight  the/  had  had,  then 
he  said  no,  I will  fix  that.  Then  I told  him  that 
Pablo  would  have  to  say  why  he  was  not  going  to  school 
and  he  said  he  will  give  me  a paper  saying  that  Pablo 
was  going  to  work  and  that  was  the  reason  Pablo  didn’t 
return  to  school}  not  because  we  didn’t  want  him  to 
we  wanted  him  to  go.  But  the  fights  never  ended.  There 
are  many  boys  that  were  in  fights  this  year.  Maybe  you 
know  about  the  Neighborhood  Council?  They  were  arranging 
things  with  Mr.  Nixon  to  let  the  boys  continue  school. 

Yes  we  have  heard  about  the  Neighborhood  Council? 

Well  they  went  to  talk  to  Mr.  Newton  and  to  Mr.  Staggs 
trying  to  work  out  something  but  neither  of  them  did 
anything.  I even  went  to  the  P.T,A.  meetings  but  they 
never  did  anything. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

If  I wanted  to  I could  go  but  I am  not  going  to  go  becausa  I aiu 
too  old  and  because  I have  to  help  my  father. 

What  kind  of  classes  would  you  go  to? 

At  night  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  like  the  classes  they  used  to 
have  and  work  at  the  same  time. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like 
to  do? 
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A I would  have  to  see  because  thf.re  are  many  things  I like  to  do  and 

many  things  I don't  like  to  do. 

Q . Do  you  have  anything  in  mind? 

A No. 

Q Going  back  to  the  fights.  Why  do  you  think  the  principal  and  the 

vice  principal  were  with  the  other  group? 

A Because  they  used  to  say  that  we  were  from  the  Canales  gang  and 

they  had  e bad  reputation  because  they  would  get  in  fights  there 
in  the  office  and  all  of  that  but  the  thing  was  that  they  didn't 
want  to  bother  with  us,  they  would  just  kick  us  out  the  others 
would  leave  them  alone. 

Q What  could  they  do  now? 

A If  they  had  new  principals  and  vice  principals  that  are  better, 

where  they  would  punish  us  altogether. 

When  Mr.  Lorkey  was  there  it  was  different.  The  council 
went  several  times  to  talk  to  Mr.  Newton  and  Mr.  Staggs 
and  they  never  put  any  attention  to  * them.  The  council 
wanted  to  do  something  to  stop  all  of  the  boys  from 
fighting.  There  are  many  dropouts  from  this  neighborhood 
but  the  principal  didn't  want  to  bother.  Even  the  Vista 
John  went  with  them  to  help  them  to  see  what  they  could 
do  but  they  never  did  anything.  Mr.  Jesus  Fernandes  was 
one  of  the  ones  that  vent  to  talk  to  them  because  his 
son  VS6  one  of  the  boys  that  was  kicked  out.  The  council 
vts  trying  to  help  no  matter  what  because  it  was  not  fair 
for  the  boys  from  the  Chacon  to  stay  without  any  education 
J us t because  they  were  from  the  Chacon.  Not  all  the 
boys  are  the  same.  There  were  a lot  of  boys  that  were 
v^ry  intelligent  and  they  had  to  stay  out  of  «r.hool  Juat 
because  the  school  people  didn't  help  them;  they  didn't 
give  them  a chance  because  they  are  blamed  even  if  they 
don't  do  anything  they  are  always  the  losers.  Mrs. 

Rodrigues  the  principal  from  Patches  ie  going  the  same 
way,  just  the  ones  from  here  are  blamed  but  bhere  are 
some  fro?  Santo  Nino  who  start  the  fights.  There  has 
been  trouble  between  the  two  but  Mrs.  Rodrigues  is  on 
their  side*  She  says  that  not  only  the  boys  from  the 
Chacon  but  the  onus  drom  the  Santo  Kino  do  too.  I am 
telling  you  all  of  this  because  I am  beginning  to  have 
trouble  with  my  othor  son.  I don't  know  whether  my 
son  is  doing  something  wrong  or  not  but  if  he  is  they 
ihould  punish  both  sides  at  the  same  time.  Nog  only 
the  ones  from  the  Chacon  because  they  live  closer  and 
don't  kick  the  ores  from  El  Santo  Nino  because  they 
live  further  away. 


Mother 
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Q Wh*t  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go 

to  school? 

A 7.  don’t  know  I don’t  understand. 

Q What  could  the  teachers  or  the  principals  do  to  make  you  attend 

school? 

A To  look  for  me* 

Q Didn’t  anybody  called  you  when  you  dropped  out? 

A Yes* 

Q When  did  you  drop  school? 

A In  1966. 

Q From  the  7th  grade? 

A Yes . 

Q Hov  would  you  like  the  schools  to  be  to  make  you  like  to  go  to 

school? 

A They  were  ok. 

Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 

go  to  school? 

A They  vould  have  come  to  tell  me  for  my  own  good. 

Q In  the  classes  could  they  have  done  anything? 

A They  were  ok  the  way  they  were  all  the  time. 

Q What  could  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  return  to  school? 

A If  they  give  me  another  chance. 

Q Is  there  anything  that  could  be  changed  in  the  schools? 

A I don’t  know. 

Q If  they  would  give  you  the  opportunity  to  return  to  school  would 

you  return  to  school? 

A Yss  I could  return , but  you  see  I got  this  car  and  X don't  know 

whether  I could  pay  it  end  go  to  school  end  not  work. 
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Row  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

First  because  I see  everyone  go  up  higher,  and  second  if  you  finish 
school  you  can  get  a better  job. 

What  do  you  mean  by  then  are  going  higher?  On  what? 

In  schools  some  of  ray  friends  are  in  *‘ne  8th  and  9th  grades  and 
how  I know  that  I did  wrong  by  dropping  out. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

They. could  hive  sent  me  back. 

Could  you  think  of  anything  your  parents  could  have  done  to  make 
you  like  to  go  to  school? 

I can't  think  of  anything. 

Noe  something  that  would  force  you  but  something  why  you  would 
like  to  go? 

I don't  understand  the  question.  < 

Did  you  like  school? 

Yes. 

Do  you  think  your  parents  could  have  done  anything  to  make  you  stay 
in  school? 

Yts. 

How  could  they  have  helped  you? 

If  I didn't  work  and  go  to  school. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Just  to  psy  the  csr. 

If  you  didn't  have  to  pay  the  car  would  you  return  to  school? 

Yes. 

Whst  do  you  Hiss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attanding? 

If  I had  stayed  I would  have  g~ne  higher. 
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Is  there  anything  else  that  you  miss? 

All  subjects  the  spelling  and  arithmetic  t-cause  sometimes  they 
give  me  hard  problems  and  I can't  do  them. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Stop  working. 

Were  you  working  when  you  drop  school? 

No,  I dropped  and  then  I started  to  work. 

When  you  were  in  school  could  you  have  done  anything? 

Not  at  that  time  I couldn't  think  very  clear. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

If  I wanted  to,  I could  stop  working  and  go  to  school. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Do  you  mean  talk  to  someone? 

No,  something  personal  that  you  need? 

Nothing  except  for  the  car  that  I have  to  pay  for  it. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

First  because  my  father  was  sick  and  he  was  not  doing  good  on  the 
Job  and  I had  to  help  them. 

What  would  make  you  return  to  school? 

Well  like  I said  before  1 see  everyone  go  higher  and  on  my  part  1 
would  like  to  go  back. 

Under  what  circuaat&ncee  could  you  return  to  school? 

I don't  know. 

How  does  your  situation  have  to  be  before  you  would  return  to  school? 

First  because  I am  working  and  then  have  someone  to  help  me  pay  the 
car. 

How  are  you  better  off  aince  you  left  achool? 
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I an  worse  off. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

Do  you  mean  in  learning? 

Well  in  anything. 

In  working. 

In  what  way? 

Because  I don't  work  hard? 

Where  do  you  work. 

Laredo  Packing  Co. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

No,  if  I go  back  I would  stay  until  I finish. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

When  they  cannot  learn  and  when  they  don't  want  to  go. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

I had  to  help  my  father  that  is  why  I dropped. 

Did  they  encourage  you? 

No,  I wanted  to  help  them  that  is  why  I dropped. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  told  sie  not  to  drop  they  wanted  me  to  stay. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

If  they  could  help  ne  pay  the  car  at  leaat  one  half  of  the  notes. 
How  would  you  like  them  to  help  you? 

With  the  car  notes  there  are  $49  If  they  could  help  me  pay  at  least 

$20. 


Do  you  think  that  if  you  had  a Job  you  would  return  to  school? 
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Yes  if  it  was  sure  because  tlen  I would  have  to  pay  for  the  car. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

WoTk , 

What  kind  of  woik? 

I don’t  know;  work  in  a Minimax  after  school? 

But  if  you  could  work  in  something  you  would  like  to  do  what  would 
you  like  do  do? 

You  mean  after  school? 

No  anything  you  would  like  to  do? 

Mechanics . 

Wat  could  the  schools  do? 

I don't  know. 

Did  the  teachers  treated  you  right? 

Veil. 

You  said  that  no  one  ever  came  to  talk  to  you  eo  that  you  would  go 
back? 

Yos;  no  one  that  I know  of  but  at  least  I didn't  drop  out  because 
1 did  something  wrong  I dropped  because  I wanted  to. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

I don't  know. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

I wanted  to  go  but  they  didn't  want  me  there  in  school. 

Why? 

Because  I got  expelled  and  I didn't  like  school  anymore. 

Why  did  you  get  expelled? 

Because  1 was  in  a fight  and  there  were  a lot  of  fights. 

Do  you  think  -it  was  your  fault  that  they  expelled  you? 

Yes  it  was  my  fault  because  I didn't  behave  in  school. 

How  could  they  have  helped  you  Instead  of  kicking  you  out? 

I don't  know.  They  just  didn't  want  me  there  in  school. 

Did  you  like  school? 

No,  1 didn't  like  school  after  that. 

Do  you  think  that  there  is  anything  that  they  could  have  done  to 
make  you  like  school? 

No. 

What  did  you  dislike  about  achool? 

I didn't  like  the  classes  anymore  I Just  didn't  like  achool. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  In  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

I want  to  return  to  school  to  learn  more.  I had  promised  my  mother 
l would  go,  I don’t  know  whether  I am  going  this  year  or  not. 

Did  the  people  in  the  schools  ever  talked  to  you  about  returning  to 
school? 

No. 
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Q 

What  type  of  classes  would  you  like  to  attend? 

A 

The  same  classes* 

Q 

How  do  you  think  the  teachers  should  treat  you? 

A 

They  should  treat  me-  well.  I'll  behave  if  I go  back. 

Q 

How  did  they  treat  you? 

A 

They  treated  me  ok  but  I just  didn’t  like  school. 

Q 

How  would  you  like  school  to  be? 

A 

Just  the  way  they  are. 

Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

I didn't  like- school. 

Q 

No,  how  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

Well  because  I don't  work  and  1 wanted  to  go  back  to  school  sc 
I could  finish  school. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  If  they  would  take  you  back? 

A 

Yes . 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

I don't  know.  I don't  understand. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  dom  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

Just  go  to  talk  to  the  superintendent  so  I could  return  to  school. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

Yes  they  wanted  me  to  return  to  school. 

Q 

But  you  said  that  you  didn't  like  school? 

A 

No,  1 didn't  like  it  but  now  I want  to  go  back.  The  principal  told 
me  you  are  expelled  and  I thought  I vaa  expelled  for  three  days  but 
no,  T was  expelled  from  school. 

Q 

Do  you  think  this  was  fair  or  Jo  you  think  they  should  have  given 
you  another  chance? 
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A I think  it  was  fair. 

q Do  you  think  he  cou'jd  have  given  you  another  chance? 

A No  because  we  went  to  talk  to  him  and  he  said  no  you  are  expelled 

go  to  another  school  go  to  Christen  or  something. 

Q Why  didn't  you  go  to  Christen? 

A Because  I didn't  want  to,  then  I started  to  work* 

Q Did  your  parents  say  anything? 

A They  said  ok,  now  that  you  are  working  they  didn't  say  anything. 

Q What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school? 

A Nothing . 

Q Would  you  return  to  school  the  way  the  situation  is  at  home  right 
now? 

A Yes,  I want  to  go  back  to  school. 

Q What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  htve  stopped 

attending? 

A You  know  I want  to  finish  school  so  I could  learn  mMre  and  work  later 

on, 

Q What  do  you  need  the  most  from  school? 

A Because  I cannot  read  anymore.  I start  to  read  and  I don't  understand 

what  I am  reading. 

Q Besides  reading  what  else  do  you  need  from  school? 

A Nothing  else. 

Q What  could  you  heve  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A Just  work. 

Q We  mean  while  you  vert  in  school? 

A I could  have  finished  school. 

Q What  could  you  have  dona  to  finish  school? 
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A Just  study  more* 

Q You  said  that  you  were  expelled  because  of  the  fights? 

A Yes  I was  in  a lot  of  fights* 

Q Vhat  could  you  lave  donu? 

a Nothing* 

Q Why  did  the  fights  occur? 

A Because  of  the  neighborhood  from  the  Chacon* 

Q What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A Well  try  to  study  to  see  if  I could  finish  scnool. 

Q Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A No* 

Q What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A Because  of  the  fights  1 just  dropped. 

Q What  would  make*  you  return  to  school? 

A 1 said  I wanted  to  finish  school* 

Q Could  you  return  if  you  wanted  to? 

A Well  I don't  know  because  I don't  know  if  they  wanted  me  to  return. 

The  principal  from  Lamar.  I don’t  have  auy  papers  or  anything* 

Q How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

A I am  not  better  off. 

Q How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

A i don't  know, 

Q If  yc*  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 

time? 

A No,  X am  going  to  drop  until  X finish. 
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Q Under  what  circumstances  should  every  student  drop  school? 

A I don 1 1 know,  there  is  no  reason;  you  should  go  if  you  want, 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  told  me  to  go  to  the  Job  Corps  but  I didn’t  want  to  go  I 

wanted  to  go  to  school  here  and  see  if  the  principal  would  let  me. 

Q Did  they  encourage  you  to  stay  In  school? 

A No. 

Q What  did  they  say  when  you  dropped? 

A Nothing  I just  dropped  and  started  to  work  I didn’t  want  to  go  to 

school. 

Q Are  you  working  right  now? 

A No. 

Q Why  didn’t  you  want  Co  go  to  the  Job  Corps? 

A I Just  didn’t  want  to  go  because  it  was  so  far  away  and  because  my 

father  said  that  the  Job  Corps  was  no  good  and  they  had  fights  over 
there  too. 

Q Could  you  think  of  anything  why  your  father  said  that  the  Job  Corps 

was  no  good? 

A No;  because  there  were  a lot  of  fights. 

Q Wiiat  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A I don’t  know.  Ju9t  go  to  school  to  talk  to  the  superintendent  to 

see  if  they  would  take  me  back. 

Q If  yea  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Carpenter’s  work. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

school?  8 

A 

I don't  know* 

Q 

Is  there  anything  the  teachers  or  the  principals  could  have  done?  i 

A 

Nothing  because  like  roe  I didn't  want  to  go  because  I didn't  like  \- 

school. 

Q 

Why?  Was  there  anything  in  particular  you  disliked?  J 

A 

Everything,  * 

4 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  | 

go  to  classes?  ; 

A 

I don't  think  so,  I didn't  like  anything,  % 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  | 

to  return  to  school?  k 

A 

I don't  know*  I didn't  want  to  go  because  I didn't  like  it,  1 

Q 

How  would  you  like  the  schools  to  be?  J 

A 

I don ' t know . ?< 

ji 

Q 

Did  you  like  them  the  way  they  were? 

j 

A 

$ 

Right  now  they  are  ok  the  way  they  teach  and  everything,  but  vht*n  ^ 

you  Just  don't  like  school  and  when  you  are  kind  of  dumb  you  don't 

want  to  go,  j 

Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school?  \ 

r 

A 

Nothing.  ; 

Q 

4 

Do  you  think  you  need  school?  A 

A 

Yes  you  do  need  it  but  1 don't  like  it  and  I know  that  if  you  don't  j 

know  how  to  spell  and  all  of  that  all  you  have  is  hard  work  out  in  i 

the  sun,  I never  learned  anything.  If  I had  seen  that  I was  learning 
I would  have  stayed  but  I was  very  slow  1 cettld  net  learn  and  the  way  \ 

I vss  going  I was  not  going  to  finish  school*  ?j 

Q 

How  old  were  you  when  you  dropped  school?  Jj 

A 

17  or  IS  and  I was  in  the  fifth  grade  the  way  I vae  going  I was  J 

never  going  to  finish  school.  , 
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Do  you  think  your  tea-' hers  could  have  done  anything  to  teach 
you  rare? 

No,  I don’t  think  sc* 

What  could  yoir  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

They  told  me  tc  go  and  all  of  that  but  you  know  they  teach  you 
and  everything  but  I just  couldn't  learn. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
I don't  know.  Yes,  no,  I don’t  know. 

What  could  they  have  done? 

Nothing  because  they  used  to  tell  roe  to  go. 

How  would  your  classes  have  to  be? 

They  were  ok  the  way  they  are  but  1 }uac  didn’t  like  it. 

Do  you  think  that  if  you  would  have  been  with  the  boys  of  your  age 
would  you  have  stayed? 

I was  with  people  my  age,  approximately.  Some  that  there  were  19 
and  older  the  youngest  was  15  and  all  you  do  is  waste  your  time 
because  they  should  take  you  out  and  put  you  to  work. 

What  9chool  did  you  go  to? 

Tarver. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Nothing. 

Is  there  anything  at  home  keeping  you  from  returning? 

No. 

What  do  you  niss  the  rost  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Everything  all  the  classes  I had. 

Do  you  aean  your  friends? 
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,Q 

A 

What  do  you  need  from  school? 

A 

Everything, 

Q 

The  studies? 

A 

Yts,  all  the  studies. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  .done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  while  you  were  in  school? 

A 

I could  have  studies  harder  but  why  try  I was  too  old  and  then  I 
had  to  drop  then  1 didn't  like  it  a*.d  that  was  even  worst. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

1 don't  know;  nothing. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  would  return 
to  school? 

A 

No, 

Q 

What  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

The  reading. 

Q 

Do  you  think  you  were  behind  in  reading? 

A 

Yea, 

Q 

What  was  the  reason? 

A 

I didn't  know  enough  and  the  teachers  would  ask  you  something  and 
you  didn't  know  you  would  get  discouraged. 

Q 

How  did  your  teachers  treat  you? 

(1 

A 

They  were  ok  and  everything. 

Q 

Did  the  teachers  tell  you  things  that  encouraged  you? 

A 

Yea  the  teachers  encouraged  me  to  go  and  all  of  that  but  I just 
didn't  like  it. 

Q 

What  would  make  you  return  to  school? 
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A 

If  I could  read  better  T ^ould  stay  and  finish.  If  I could  read  the 
first  year  I was  in  scht ^1  but  not  right  now. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

Working. 

Q 

What  are  you  doing  right  now? 

A 

Assistant  mechanic. 

Q 

Are  you  helping  your  family  this  way? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

I don T t know. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

Yes, 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

A 

When  they  cannot  learn  and  when  you  are  very  slow;  what's  the  use 
of  keeping  on. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  wanted  me  to  stay  but  I didn’t  want  to  go.  They  told  me  that 
they  would  buy  me  all  I wanted  if  I would  stay  but  I didn't  want 
to  I wanted  to  work  and  buy  my  own  things. 

Q 

What  could  be  done  done  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  kind  of  work  would  you  like  to  do? 

A 

Mechanic. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  /he  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school?  What  could  the  teachers  or  the  principals  have  done? 

A 

I don’t  have  anything  against  the  teachers  except  for  some. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  \n  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like 
to  go  to  classes? 

Mother 

For  example  instead  of  sending  him  to  the  office  all  the 
time  they  should  have  talked  to  him.  Instead  of  sending 
him  to  the  office  and  they  should  have  treat  him  better 
so  he  could  have  stayed  in  classes. 

0 

What  school  did  you  drop  from? 

A 

Christen. 

Q 

What  grade? 

A 

9th. 

Q 

What  was  the  reason  you  dropped? 

A 

I could  not  seem  to  get  along  with  anybody  there. 

Mother 

I am  going  to  give  you  the  reasons  Jose  Luis  had  a 
nervous  break  down  because  of  the  death  of  one  of 
his  friends  In  an  accident.  That  was  the  main 
reason  why  he  dropped  because  he  was  very  nervous. 
My  daughter  Margarita  also  dropped  but  she  dropped 
a little  after  he  did,  but  they  both  plan  to  re- 
turn to  school  but  it  is  going  to  be  very  hard 
for  both  of  them  because  they  are  very  nervous 
because  they  are  very  nervous,  because  of  the 
accident  their  friend  had. 

0 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

A 

I don't  like  to  be  bossed  around.  I go  to  school  and  I listen  and 
ask  questions  but  I don't  like  to  be  bossed  around.  I don't  like 
that. 

Q 

How  did  the  teachers  treat  yo»'? 

A 

They  treated  »e  oks  but  that  about  sending  be  to  Jail  because  1 don’t 
go  to  school  I don’t  like  that. 

Mother 

That  was  one  of  the  taost  important  reasons  why  he 
dropped  because  they  told  him  that  If  he  didn’t  go 
to  school  they  would  send  him  to  Jail. 
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Were  you  over  16  years  of  age? 

No,  I am  15. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

To  leave  me  alone  to  do  whatever  I can  do  and  if  I cannot  do  anything 
just  to  leave  me  Vlone . 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

Yes,  I am  planning  to  return  this  year  and  see  what  happens,  i. 
they  don't  start  bossing  me  around  I'll  stay. 

Do  you  think  that  if  they  start  bossing  you  around  you  would  drop 
school? 

Well,  like  if  I don't  know  something;  I have  been  out  of  school  and 
I get  something  wrong  and  if  they  start  scolding  me  in  front  of  the 
whole  class  I would  go. 

One  of  the  things  that  the  teachers  should  not  do  is 
scold  the  students  in  front  of  the  other  students. 

Like  for  example,  I have  known,  through  my  daughter, 
that  one  of  the  teachers  told  her  she  was  stupid.  And 
us  in  our  times,  we  didn’t  use  that  word,  and  now  the 
teachers  are  telling  the  jtudents  snd  lam  pretty  sure 
that  the  students  tell  the  teacher  the  same  things;  but 
I think  that  the  teachers  ere  to  blame  for  this  because 
they  can  tell  you  that  we  don’t  use  that  word.  here. 

Maybe  in  English  is  a common  word  because  from  what  I 
can  see  not  only  the  adults  but  even  the  little  kids 
use  it.  But  here  we  don’t  use  it.  That  is  wrong;  the 
teachers  shouldn’t  do  that. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I want  to  finish  school  because  I var»t  to  get  a good  job. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  atay  in  school? 

Just  to  let  me  think  for  myself.  I dropped,  then  I worked;  but  I 
saw  that  I couldn’t  find  a good  job  so  I went  back  to  school  but 
everything  was  the  same.  They  would  send  me  to  the  office  and 
also  they  wanted  us  to  do  whatever  they  wanted.  They  wanted  you 
to  cut  your  hair  the  way  they  want  and  I don’t  like  that,  if  1 
want  to;  I would  go  and  If  I didn’t  went  ^o  I wouldn’t  go. 
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What  could  your  parents  have  dope  to  make  you  go  to  school? 


Mother 


Mother 


I think  that  .n  that  sense  we  did  everything  possible 
to  the  point  that  he  was  so  nervous  and  angry  at  us 
because  we  w»/re  always  telling  him  to  go.  He  even 
cried  and  told  us  that  he  couldn't  go  to  school;  that 
he  was  very  nervous  that  his  mind  was  not  in  school 
that  he  couLd  hear  the  teachers  talking  but  he  couldn't 
understand  what  they  were  saying  then  they  would  ask 
him  what  they  were  talking  about  and  he  couldn't  answer. 

Do  you  think  that  the  subjects  were  hard?  How  did  the  teachers 
explained? 

Some  explained  ok  but  others  would  just  tell  you  to  read  this  page 
and  that  was  all. 

Like  the  teacher  that  used  to  tell  you  to  open  your  book 
and  read. 
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^ That  was  in  the  8th  grade.  He  said  to  open  the  book  and  read  and 

if  you  didn't  know  you  would  go  to  him  and  ask  questions  what  got 
me  was  that  he  would  start  telling  you  that  you  were  suppose  to  be 
in  a lover  grade  because  you  couldn't  read.  And  that  not  only  me 
but  also  to  some  of  my  friends  too.  There  was  one  of  my  friends 
he  used  to  send  him  to  the  store  to  buy  cigaretts  and  all  of  that 
and  one  time  he  didn't  have  his  homework  and  they  got  into  an 
argument  and  the  teacher  stabbed  him  with  a pencil. . I don't  know 
if  this  i 8 true  or  not  but  I don't  think  they  should  do  that;  I 
can  understand  a teacher  getting  mad;  but  not  hitting  the  student. 

q How  do  you  think  that  the  teachers  should  correct  the  students? 

A Just  assure  him  that  if  he  doesn't  pass  he  will  be  retained  or  send 

them  to  the  office.  They  always  seemed  to  be  against  me  every  time 
I went  to  the  office  because  I skipped  classes  or  something  they 
would  tell  me  to  cun  my  hair  and  I told  them  I was  not  going  to 
because  I don't  think  I need  it.  I don't  like  to  be  bossed  around. 
One  time,  last  year,  I went  to  the  office  the  teacher  had  hit  me 
6 times  and  1 told  the  teacher  I was  not  going  to  let  him  hit  me 
anymore  so  he  sent  me  to  the  office.  I didn't  like  to  dress  up  for 
gym  1 wasted  a lot  of  time  and  I would  be  late  to  class.  I talked 
to  Mr.  Moreno  and  he  told  me  that  if  I was  going  to  dress  and  I told 
him  no,. so  he  said  to  turn  in  ray  books  and  go  home  so  1 came  home 
and  I didn't  go  back;  since  then,  I don't  let  anyone  boss  me  around. 

Mother  The  problem  that  he  hau  is  that  his  books  were  in  the 

locker  and  when  he  went  to  get  then  thfey  were  not  there 
so  he  is  going  to  have  to  pay  for  all  the  books,  and  I 
think  that  that  is  wrong  because  if  I don't  have  the 
money  to  pay  the  books  he  is  not  going  to  go  to  school. 
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What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
Let  me  work  half  a day  snd  go  to  school  and  that  is  all. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  to  make  you  return  to  school? 
Nothing. 

There  is  nothing  at  home  that  is  keeping  you  frot.'  going  to  school? 


No. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped  attending 

Just  that  if  I go  I would  stay  if  I wanted  and  I would  listen  and 
talk  to  the  friends  that  is  all. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Well  the  first  time  they  told  roe  that  if  I didn't  go  to  school  they 
were  going  to  send  me  to  jail.  I wanted  to  see  if  they  could  do  it 
because  I don’t  think  they  should  send  anyone  to  jail  for  not  going 
to  school:  because  there  are  others  that  do  worst  things  and  they 
let  them  go.  So  I wanted  to  see  if  they  could  do  it.  If  you  want 
to  go  you  can  but  you  don’t  have  to  because  anyway  it  is  you  who  is 
going  to  regret  it  later  on. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

I would  try  to  get  along  with  the  teachers  snd  the  students. 

What  could  you  do? 

Study  more  but  I don’t  know. 

If  you  do  all  they  want  would  you  stsy? 

Yes. 

If  they  would  start  scolding  you  again  would  you  drop? 

If  it  is  slright*  If  they  acold  me  because  I don’t  have  the  homework 
but  because  I get  a word  wrong  or  something  they  shouldn’t  start 
scolding  me. 

Ta  there  anything  that  you  need  before  you  would  return  to  school? 

No . 

I am  going  to  tell  you  he  does  need  Scathing,  he  needs 
more  understanding  and  patience  from  hie  father  he  can- 
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not  talk  to  him  because  he  is  always  against  him  and 
I think  that  he  needs  to  talk  to  him  like  I do.  I 
think  that  is  what  he  needs;  he.  is  the  type  of  boy  who 
is  very  quiet  and  apart  from  everyone,  and  whatever 
he  does  it  is  ok  with  me;  but  not  with  his  father. 

Q What  could  they  give  you.  You  mentioned  the  books  or  something? 

Mother  He  thinks  that  they  are  going  to  charge  him  the  books 

an*i  it  is  a little  bit  hard  for  us  to  pay  for  the  books. 

Th<!  books  stayed  in  school  and  they  must  of  pick  them 
up  -ind  he  thinks  that  if  he  does  not  pay  for  the  books 
he  rould  not  go  to  school. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

They  tried  to  make  me  scared  by  putting  me  in  jail. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

I want  to  go  to  school  and  learn  more  but  they  should  not  try  to 
scare  ne.  Like  telling  me  to  cut  my  hair  or  else  they  would  kick 
me  out  of  school  » 

Q How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

Mother  In  no  way  because  he  is  ju3t  been  thinking  whether  to  go  to 

school  or  not.  He  has  tried  to  work  but  they  would  not 
give  him  work  because  of  his  *ge,  but  he  is  not  better 
off  in  any  way  since  leaving  school.  In  the  only  thing 
that  he  is  better  off  is  that  he  is  not  so  nervous  anymore 
since  he  drop  because  I had  to  take  him  out  of  school 
because  the  doctor  told  me  that  he  was  very  nervous,  and 
then  all  the  pressure  that  he  had.  He  said  that  he  who 
was  not  a criminal  they  want  to  put  in  jail  because  he 
didn’t  want  to  go  to  school  and  that  the  ones  that  were 
criminals  were  free.  We  told  Mr.  Laurel  the  Juvenile 
Delinquency  officer,  that  it  was  not  fair  that  because 
he  didn’t  want  to  go  to  school  he  would  have  to  go  to 
Jail  and  that  if  he  was  not  a delinquent,  he  might 
become  one  if  they  would  sent  him  to  jail.  He  do  sn’t 
have  any  records  anywhere.  The  only  problem  that  he  had 
was  that  nervousness.  He  has  had  it  for  about  8 months, 
but  he  is  better  now  he  sleeps  better  and  everything. 

Q How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A I am  still  the  same.  Sometimes,  I feel  nervous  like  when  they 

scold  me  or  like  when  someone  tells  something  to  my  friends.  I 
feel  like  doing  something  but  I control  myself.  The  laws  in 
Laredo  are  not  right. 
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In  other  ^reas  are  you  worst  off? 

In  not  going  to  school.  I didn't  want  to  go  at  first  but  now  I do 
want  to  go  but  I don't  v*nt  to  go  to  the  same  play  hookie  and  to 
argue  with  the  teachers,  t Just  want  to  be  left  alone  to  do  whatever 
I can  and  what  I couldn't  do I just  couldn't. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 
time? 

Yes . 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

Sometimes  the  students  are  right  in  dropping  out.  At  times  when 
the  teachers  tell  their  they  are  stupid  or  when  they  push  them 
around.  They  should  drop  or  get  rid  of  the  teacher  or  tell  him 
something. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  encourage  me.  I got  discouraged  and  convinced  myself 
to  drop. 

How  did  your'  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  encourage  me  to  drop;  they  wanted  me  to  gc . I wanted  to 
know  what  they  could  do  if  I didn't  go.  If  they  did  something,  I 
was  going  to  do  something  so  that  they  would  have  a reason  for  doing 
what  they  did.  They  could  not  punish  me  for  not  going  to  school  my 
parents  were  telling  me  to  go  night  and  day  not  only  them  but  the 
teachers  the  principal  and  the  doctor  and  everybody  but  I 'didn’t 
want  to  go. 

Did  anyone  come  to  your  house? 

Yes,  a lady,  Mrs.  Dickenson. 

Who  was  she? 

She  works  at  rehabilitation  center. 

Did  Hr,  Laurel  come  to  your  house? 

He  is  the  Juvenile  delinquency  officer,  I went  to  6ee  him  three  or 
four  timea. 

Did  he  cell  you? 

Yes. 
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Q What  did  he  say? 

A He  said  that  I had  to  go  to  school  and  that  If  my  parents  couldn  t 

control  me,  they  were  going  to  send  me  to  jail*  I told  him  that 
he  couldn't  do  that  that  I had  gone  to  other  towns  and  T talked  to 
them  in  the  same  situation  and  they  told  me  that  they  couldn't 
send  ir, i'  to  jail  for  that.  A police,  no,  he  was  a juvenile  officer 
from  D ;mas  he  said  that  they  couldn't  send  me  to  jail  for  that. 

Q What  cculd  be  done  now  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

A Well  ths  same  things  they  do  to  everyone  else.  I don't  want  all 

the  attention  on  me;  I want  to  be  treated  the  same  as  everybody 
else. 

Q If  the  government  could  help  you  with  some  kind  of  a program  what 

could  you  do? 

A To  work  half -a  day  and  £0  to  school. 

Q If  you  could  work  in  anything  you  vanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Driver  or  something  like  that,  but  not  be  locked  up  with  a lot  of 

people  like  in  the  H.E.B.fs 

Q What  type  of  work  do  you  like  the  most? 

A Driving  Is  what  I like  the  most. 
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What  could  the  pe  rle  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes?  What  c<  uld  the  teachers  or  "he  principals  have  done? 

I dropped  becau*  * I had  to  help  my  mother. 

Do  you  think  that  the  people  in  the  schools  could  have  done  anything? 


No. 


What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

[ 

They  gave  me  a good  education  and  all  of  that  but  I had  tc  drop  to 
help  my  father. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  t:>  school? 

I don't  know.* 

Is  there  anything  that  would  have  to  be  changed  in  the  schools 
before  you  decide  to  return? 

No,  evervrhing  is  ok  the  teachers  and  everybody. 

Would  ycu  return  to  school  the  way  they  are  now? 

Yes. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Only  that.... I studied  hard  and  I liked  school  but  my  father  said  that 
I had  to  work  to  buy  me  whatever  I needed  or  wanted,  but  if  1 get  some 
courage  1 might  go  back  to  school. 

Then,  you  donrt  regret  leaving  school? 

That's  right. 

What  do  you  need  to  return  to  school? 

Nothing  right  now  but  maybe  later  on. 

What  could  you^  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

Just  to  buy  me  the  school  supplies  and  to  have  transportation  to  go 
to  school. 

Could  you  think  of  anything  else? 
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No. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  heme  before  you  would  return  to  school? 

If  my  father  had  more  money.  If  he  had  a better  job  so  1 could  go  to 
school  because  the  family  Is  too  large. 

Where  does  vour  father,  work? 

In  construction  work  in  San  Antonio. 

Are  you  working  right  now? 

No,  I am  just  fixing  a dump  truck  to  work  with. 

If  your  father  had  a good  job  would  you  return  to  school? 

Yes,  Just  as  long  as  he  got  paid  well. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

The  firends,  the  teachers  and  that  is  all. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

To  work  to  have  enough  money  to  go  to  school. 

While  you  were  in  school  what  could  you  have  done? 

I applied  for  the  N.Y.C.  but  they  never  called  me.  If  I had  gotten  a 
Job,  I would  have  stayed  in  school. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Just  work,  until  I have  enough  to  return. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

No . 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I had  to  help  my  father  that  is  why  I dropped.  Until  they  raise  his 
pay;  if  they  would  give  me  work  in  the  N.Y.C,  or  some  kind  of  a 
program  so  I would  return. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  achool? 

Just  to  have  work. 
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How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

In  helping  here  at  home,  and  have  more  things  for  myself. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

No;  the  only  things  that  I would  be  worst  off  is  that  if  I would 
return  to  school  then  we  woo'd  not  be  better  off. 

Could  you  think  of  anything  how  you  are  worst  off? 

Yes,  just  the  house  we  have  been  fixing  it. 

This  is  how  you  are  better  off,  but  how  are  you  worst  off? 

I don't  know.  I would  like  to  return  to  school  as  long  as  I have  a 
good  job. 

If  you  had  to‘  do  it  all  rver  again  would  you  drop  school  a second  time? 
Yes,  it  would  have  to  change  a little. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop  school? 
No,  only  the  ones  that  need  to. 

When  do  you  think  that  someone  needs  to  drop  from  school? 

If  the  family  doesn’t  have  enough  to  give  them  what  they  need  to  go 
to  school. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn’t  encourage  me.  I wanted  to  help  them.  I needed  some 
things  and  they  couldn’t  give  them  to  me  that  is  why  I applied  for 
the  N.Y.C.  if  they  had  given  me  a job,  I wuuld  hive  stayed  in  school. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

Vn  no  way,  it  was  my  Idea. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

What  they  could  do  is  have  some  kind  of  work  while  going  to  school. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 
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0 Could  you  think  >f  anything  why  they  never  called  you  from  the  N.Y.C.? 

A Well  I think  because  they  had  a lot  of  people  that  had  applied.  I 

made  an  appli<  ttion  two  years  ago  and  one  last  year  but  they  never 
called  me.  They  just  told  me  that  there  wasn't  any  work. 

Q How  could  thvse  programs  be  changed  to  help  you  more? 

A I donlt  knov  just  to  give  them  work  to  the  ones  that  need  it. 
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t could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
clssses?  What  could  the  teachers  the  principal,  or  anybody  have 
do:ie? 

Nothing . 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  t:o  classes? 

Wellr  I don't  think  so. 

Is  there  anything  that  they  could  have  done? 


No. 

Is  th^re  anything  in  particular  you  disliked  about  school? 

Yes,  one  teacher. 

How  wa*  he?  How  did  he  treat  you? 

He  ran  r’.e  out  of  class  every  day  without  doing  anything  as  soon  as 
I got  to  the  class  he  would  run  me  out. 

Do  you  think  that  it  would  have  been  easier  if  you  didn't  have  that 
teacher?  Oc  you  think  you  would  have  stayed? 

Yes. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  tc  school? 

Nothing  1 would  like  to  return  to  school  but  they  don't  let  me  in 
school. 

Why  wouldn't  they  let  you  in? 

Trouble  maker. 

What  school  were  you  in? 

Lamar. 

What  grade  did  you  drop  from? 

7 th. 

In  order  for  you  to  return,  they  would  Just  have  to  let  you? 

Yes, 
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In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Girls . 

Anything  else? 

No. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

1 don’t  know.  My  parents?  Nothing. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
Nothing. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Nothing,  I’d  like  to  attend  school. 

Is  there  anything  you  need  before  you  return  to  school? 

Nothing. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Math  tests. 

Is  there  anythin?  else? 

P.E. 

Did  you  like  everything?  What  did  you  dislike? 

1 didn't  like  social  studies, 

Did  you  like  math? 

Yes 

What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  ii  school? 

Well,  keeping  out  of  trouble, 

Whet  was  the  big  trouble? 

Fights  with  the  principal. 
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Q 

With  the  principal?  What  did  the  principal  tell  you  or  what  diu  you 
tell  the  principal  that  caused  th».  fights? 

A 

Well,  he  wanted  to  spank  me . . .we . 1 I couldn't  stand  the  class  and 
played  hookie  about  2 times;  got  tardy  slips  every  day. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

I would  try  to  go  to  the  pr in opal  anl  try  to  make  it  out. 

Q 

Did  any  teacher  or  anybody  ro me  to  talk  to  you? 

A 

No  but  the  principal  said  I could  go  to  school  this  September  but  I 
don't  know  if  he  would  let  me  or  not. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  ou  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

No,  I don't  think  so. 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

It  was  the  juvenile  officer's  idea  to  drop  school  because  I wasn't 
behaving  in  school. 

Q 

Who  is  he? 

A 

Hr.  Laurel. 

Q 

Did  the  principal  call  him  in? 

A 

Yea  and  he  told  hit.  all  about  me  misbehaving  and  he  called  me  in  and 
he  told  me  that  it  was  better  for  me  to  drop  school  and  try  to  go  to 
school  next  year. 

Q 

What  would  make  you  return  to  school? 

A 

If  the  principal  would  let  me  return  to  school.  If  not  I atn  going 
to  Houston. 

Q 

Are  you  going  to  work  or  to  go  to  school? 

A 

To  go  to  school. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  eince  leaving  school? 

A 

In  no  way. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off? 

A 

Oh!  missing  friends,  most  of  them  are  In  school  and  not  out  in  the 
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Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  Spain  would  you  drop  school  a second 
time? 

A 

No,  I donft  think  so. 

Q 

Did  you  want  to  leave  school  when  the  Juvenile  officer  told  you 
to  drop? 

A 

No,  I didn’t  want  to  leave*  but  th^y  said  leave.... so  I did. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  should  every  student  drop  school? 

A 

None . 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  talked  to  the  juvenile  officer. 

Q 

What  did  he  sa>? 

A 

He  said  that  it  was  better  for  me  to  dron  school.  And  my  parents 
just  said  yes. 

Q 

How  did  they  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

Yes,  they  said  not  to  drop  it;  but  Uva  Juvenile  officer  said  to 
drop  it  and  I did. 

Q 

What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A 

To  talk  to  the  principal. 

Q 

Would  you  have  to  talk  first  with  the  Juvenile  officer  or  to  the 
principal? 

A 

To  the  principal  because  ■ >e  Juvenile  officer  said  I could  go  to 
school  next  year. 

Q 

All  you  have  to  do  is  talk  to  the  principal? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

A 

I don't  know. 

Q 

You  told  us  that  you  had  a lot  of  fights*  why  did  these  happen? 
Maybe  you  could  tell  us  more  about  it* 

A 

o 
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The  fights  were  because  of  the  girls. 
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Q Why  the  gLrls? 

A Because  some  guy  would  talk  to  the  girls.  I don't  knov;,  we  used  to 

talk  to  the  girls  and  they  would  say  something  so  we  Just  asked  for 
the  fight, 

Q How  did  the  teachers  acted  toward  the  students? 

A Smart. 

Q What  do  you  mean  by  smart? 

A They  acted  smart  they  acted  big,  the  teachers. 

Q How  did  the  students  acted  toward  the  teachers? 

A They  acted  kind  of  smart.  You  know,  but  the  teacher  should  tell  von 

how  to  do  it.  He  doesn't  explain.  You  couldn't  learn  without  any 
explanation.* 

Q How  about  the  principal? 

A The  principal  doesn't  know  anything  because  from  the  class  they 

send  you.  He  is  not  in  the  classes.  The  principal  talks  sr.d 
spanks  us  but  it  doesn't  do  any  good  it  doesn't  hurt. 

Q Do  you  think  the  principal  should  spank  the  students? 

A No,  it  doesn't  hurt.  He  could  do  it  again. 

Q How  do  you  think  that  the  teachers  should  correct  the  students? 

A Well,  drop  them  out  and  then  have  them  brinjr,  their  parents.  Drop 

them  for  three  days.  They  will  learn  that  way. 

Q Is  there  anything  else  about  the  schools?  Any  changes  you  would 

like  to  be  done? 

A To  have  new  girls. 

I don't  think  we  could  help  you  on  that. 
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What  coul  I the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

Nothing  because  they  didn’t  know  when  I left. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  dore  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

Nothing  they  couldn't  have  done  anything. 

Where  the  teachers  ok? 

Yes. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  return  to 
school? 

It  wasn't  because  of  the  schools  or  the  teachers  or  anything  like 
that  l dropped. 

What  do  you  think  could  be  changed  in  the  schools? 

Nothing . 

Was  everything  ok  in  school? 

Yes, 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I didn’t  want  to  drop  but  I had  to. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school  now? 

Because  I wanted  to  stay  to  study  more  but  I had  to  drop. 

What  do  you  need  from  school? 

Everything. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

I need  things  they  couldn't  give  me. 

Whet  was  it  that  you  needed? 

Clothes,  and  manila  covers  and  everything. 

What  could  your  parent*  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
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A 

They  would  have  to  give  m / all  X needed. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happer  at  home  before  you  would  like  return  to 
school? 

A 

j\  would  have  to  have  everything  I needed  to  go  to  school. 

Q 

If  they  would  give  you  all  you  need  would  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Arithmetic  and  English. 

Q 

What  school  were  you  in? 

A 

Chris  tun. 

Q 

Were  you  in  the  7th  grade? 

A 

Yes,  I went  this  year  and  I dropped  again  from  the  8th  grade. 

Q 

What  coul  ' you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Study  more  and  put  more  attention  in  school. 

Q 

How  was  the  situation  in  school? 

A 

It  was  ok.  3he  teachers  explained  ok,  but  it's  got  to  be  you  who  is 
got  to  put  attention. 

Q 

What  could  you  uo  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

To  look  for  a Job  to  buy  me  all  I need. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  would  return  to 
school? 

A 

Clothes. 

0 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

I needed  money  to  buy  clothes,  shoes  and  things  and  what  I need  In 
school. 

0 

Do  you  think  that  in  school  they  asked  you  for  many  things? 

A 

o 
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Q 

What  did  they  asked  you  t : buy? 

A 

Manila  covers  I had  to  g ' t new  manila  covers  every  six  weeks  one 
for  every  subject. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  .-since  you  left  school 

A 

Nothing  because  I am  wot  studying  anything. 

0 

In  general  how  are  y«u  better  off? 

A 

I have  thought  to  gn  back  to  school  if  I get  what  I need  but  T am 
not  better  off  in  any  way. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

Mother 

He  doesn't  understand  the  question. 

Interviewee  1 don’t  understand  the  question 


Mother 

He  just  floesn1 1 understand ...  .you  have  to  explain 
it.... what  happens  is  that  he  n*ed  some  vitamins 
he  constantly  feels  low  and  we  don't  have  enough  to 
give  him  a good  examination.  During  the  winter  , he 
gets  pains  in  the  chest,,.. and  colds  quite  often  and 
misses  school  frequently.  Naturally,  he  falls  behind. 
He  does  w.int  to  better  himself  and  study,  but  there 
is  something  wrong  with  him;  he  often  fee)s  tired  and 
wants  to  rest.  Sometimes  he  doesn't  study.  Is  not 
so  much  the  people  in  school  because  they  treat  him 
well,  but  many  times  he  doesn't  have  the  things  he 
needs.  A man  needs  clothes  and  many  times  he  doesn't 
have  money  for  food.  I could  fix  him  a cold  sandwich, 
but  he  doesn't  like  a cold  meal.  It  Aakes  him  uneasy. 
It  is  hard  for  him  to  come  home  to  eat.  This  is  whet 
he  can't  explain.  Right  now,  we're  hoping  that  he 
gets  a job  before  school  begins,  but  the  N.Y.C.  has 
not  called  him  weeks  have  past  but  still  no  one  calls. 

Q 

Do  you  feel  that  this  is  what  made  ycu  drop? 

Mother 

Yea,  especially  during  winter.  He  leaves  school  for 
souet ime,  not  permanently  like  the  people  that  go  up 
north.  Until  he  is  able  to  have  what  he  needs. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  should  every  student  drop  school? 
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If  they  have  ti  help  their  family  and  go  to  work, 

How  did  your  arents  encourage  yea  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  encourage  me  but  I dropped  because  I had  to  help  them, 
Hovt  did  yout  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  tried  to  give  me  what  I needed  so  I wouldn't  have  to  drop. 
What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

I have  to  get  a job  to  get  what  I need. 

How  could  the  people  in  the  schools  do  to  help  you  make  up  the 
time  you  have  lost? 

They  would  have  to  give  me  some  classes  to  catch  up  with  others. 
How  -much  time  were  you  out  of  school? 

About  one  month. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Auto  mechanic. 

Could  you  say  anything  else  about  the  schools  that  would  help  us 
in  this  survey?  An  advice  to  other  students  or  something? 

Not  to  drop  from  school. 

Why  do  you  think  chey  should  stay  in  school? 

Because  some  have  all  they  need  and  they  don't  have  to  drop. 
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What  cc'jld  the  people  la  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  year  did  you  drop? 

A 

1968 . 

Q 

What  grade? 

A 

7th  grade. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  tnake  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

A 

Nothing.  . 

Q 

Did  you  like  school? 

A 

Yes;  there  was  just  one  subject  I didn't  like  that  was  Spanish. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like 
to  return  to  school? 

A 

Change  the  Spanish  1 don't  like  it  but  I like  school.  It's  good 
to  stay  in  school  and  not  drop  out.  If  you  drop*  there  is  no  goou 
joba. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happen? 

A 

No,  I have  to  work. 

0 

If  you  didn't  have  to  work  would  y<  u return  to  school? 

A 

Yes,  if  I didn't  have  anything. 

3 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

I need  more  math  and  all  of  the  subjects. 

Q 

Are  you  working  right  now? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

Where  are  you  working? 

A 

N.Y.C.  studying  mechanic. 

0 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

0 

ERIC 

125 

356 

jWMt 


M10-28  2 

A To  give  me  thi  things  I wanted. 

Q Like  what? 

A Transportation;  I didn't  have  a car  to  go. 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A Nothing. 

Q You  said  that  you  didnft  like  Spanish.  What  didn!t  you  like  about 

it? 

A No  there  is  no  reason  I just  didn't  like  it. 

Q Do  you  think  there  night  have  been  some  way  they  might  have  taught 

so  that  you  would  like  it? 

A Yes,  sort  of*. 

Q Is  there  any  way  they  might  have  chenged  it  to  help  you? 

A No, 

Q What  would  havfj  to  happen  at  hocne  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school? 

A I have  to  separate  or  divorce  my  wife. 

Q What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 

attending? 

A The  language  is  what  1 miss  the  most  because  you  need  the  English. 

Q Is  there  anything  elae  besides  the  English? 

A I didn't  like  too  much  math  but  T would  like  to  learn  itk  re  math. 

Q If  you  didn't  have  the  responsibility  of  your  wife  would  you  go  to 

school? 

A Yes. 

Q What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A Just  pay  more  attention  and  not  seeing  her, 

Q Did  you  like  school? 

A Yes  I liked  school, 

Q Ts  there  any  particular  rea^c.i  why  you  didn't  pay  attention? 
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A 

No. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  before  y:i  would  like  to  return  to  school? 

A 

Separate  or  something. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

No. 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

My  wife. 

Q 

What  circumstance  would  make  you  return  to  school? 

A 

As  I said  separate. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

I am  not  better  off. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

Well*  being  married. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 
time? 

A 

No,  I would  stay. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  should  every  student  drop  school? 

A 

When  they  have  to  help  the  mother  because  the  father  is  not  working. 
When  they  have  to  help  the  family  that’s  the  only  reason. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  didn’t  encourage  me.  They  wanted  me  to  stay  in  school. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  told  me  not  to  get  married  that  1 needed  a good  education  to 
find  a good  job  that  It  was  better  for  me  to  stay  In  school. 

Q 

What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school?  What  couM 
the  government  or  anybody  do  now? 

A 

Nothing. 

o" 
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A 

My  wife. 

Q 

In  what  ways? 

' A 

Because  I have  to  work  to  gir  money. 

Q 

Is  there  any  way  that  you  could  work  and  go  to  school  ? 

A 

I don  1 1 know . 

Q 

How  do  you  think  that  anybody  could  help  you  to  place  yoi:  in  a 
position  to  return  to  school? 

A 

I can’t  think  of  any. 

Q 

You  said  you  needed  math.  What  could  anybody  do  to  help  you 
in  this  respect? 

A 

Maybe  give  me*  a book  to  study  at  home  at  night.  Give  me  home  lessons 
at  night  sometimes. 

Q 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

A 

Stockboy  or  something  else. 

Q 

If  you  had  the  opportunity  to  work  in  something  you  like  to  do  the 
most  what  would  you  like  to  do?  You  said  you  worked  as  a mechanic 
do  you  like  that? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

What  program  did  you  say  it  was  training  you? 

A 

The  N.Y.C. 

Q 

How  do  you  like  the  program? 

A 

It  works;  pretty  good. 

Q 

Did  you  get  training  only  in  mechanics? 

A 

Yes,  training. 

0 

Do  they  helped  you  to  learn  anything  about  school? 

A 

Nc.  they  are  going  to  have  some  classes  in  English.  7\ey  are  going 
to  try  to  give  us  two  hours  in  English  because  what  we  are  doing 
finishes  in  November* 

o* 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes?  What  could  the  teachers  or  anybody  have  done? 

Julio 

I liked  school  but  I wanted  to  graduate  faster  than  you  usually  do 
in  the  schools.  We  have  to  obey  the  teachers;  whatever  they  say. 
SoiV»  of  the  students  didn’t  want  to  be  bossed  by  the  teachers  and 
they  want  to  do  vhat  they  want.  That  is  why  many  drop  school  be- 
cause they  want  to  behave  the  way  they  do  when  they  are  out  of 
school  and  they  cannot  do  that.  That  is  why  they  are  always  in 
the  office,  because  they  were  smoking  and  >ou  were  not  suppose  to 
smoke  but  the  more  they  tell  them;  the  more  they  would  do  i t . That 
is  what  kind  of  students  they  have  in  the  schools  and  that  is  the 
only  reason  why  I didn’t  want  to  go  to  school. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

Miguel 

I don’t  like  school  anymore. 

Q 

Why? 

Miguel 

dec&use  I don’t  like  to  do  the  homework  and  I just  don’t  like  school 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Miguel 

I don’t  know;  like  they  are  they  are  ok;  1 just  didn’t  like  it. 

Q 

What  in  particular  didn’t  you  like? 

Miguel 

Just  going. 

Q 

Do  you  think  there  is  anything  that  could  be  done  in  the  schools 
to  help  you? 

Miguel 

1 don’t  know.  / 

Julio 

The  schools  were  ok;  the  way  the  schools  are  now  is  not  now  keeping 
me  from  school.  1 got  out  because  1 wanted  to  help  here. 

Miguel 

And  1 got  out  because. .. .right  now,  1 dro’t  know  whether  1 will  pass 
or  not;  because  1 entered  late  and  left  early.  The  last  six  weeks 
1 was  doing  pretty  bad  and  didn*t  know  whether  or  not  1 was  going 
to  pa!ss  to  9th  grade.  Now  that  I return  1 will  be  18  and  if  I stay 
in  8th,  well  that’s  too  old. 

Q 

How  could  they  help  you  in  this  respect? 

Miguel 

1 don’t  like  school,  but  1 don’t  know  whether  I am  going  to  enter 
school  or  not  this  year,  my  mother  wants  me  to  go,  but.... 
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No,  he  is  going  to  school. 

Well  I don't  know  about  tnat 1 want  to  go  up  north  and  go  to 

work. 

Do  you  plan  to  go  to  school  over  there? 

No,  I want  to  work. 

How  would  you  return  to  school? 

I am  behind.  I just  don’t  like  it  because  I study  and  everything 
and  I can  understand  the  questions  but  I cannot  write  them  down 
because  I don't  know  how  to  spell. 

Do  you  think  that  you  don't  know  how  to  spell  because  they  didn't 
teach  you  correct  1'**  when  you  were  in  elementary  school? 

No,  I just  got-boied  when  I began  leaving  each  year  to  go  north. 

Then  when  I came  back  co  Farias  School,  already  in  the  third 
grade,  and  I had  been  there  for  two  or  three  days  and  the  teacher 
sent  me  to  the  second  grade  maybe  because  she  thought  I was  younger 
or  something  but  ! didn't  take  a test  or  anything. 

Did  she  send  you  back? 

Yes,  she  sent  me  to  a lower  grade  v.nd  we  had  not  even  started.  Then 
in  the  4th  grade,  I was  not  failing  but  the  teacher  didn't  like  me 
and  he  failed  me.  He  had  already  promoted  me  but  then  he  heard 
something  and  he  erased  it  and  failed  me.  When  I was  in  th . ^th 
grade  as  soon  as  I got  to  the  room  he  said  that  1 was  not  gc  to 
be  promoted.  He  didn't  like  me  because  I had  been  with  him  in  the 
5th  grade  and  we  used  to  play  tough  ball  against  his  class  so  he 
said  he  would  fail  me  and  he  failed  me  in  the  6th  gradt. 

Do  you  believe  that  the  teacher  had  a lot  to  do  with  your  dropping? 

Yes. 

How  would  you  like  the  teachers  to  be? 

Well,  I don't  think  they  should  give  us  a chance  if  you  don't  know 
anything,  but  this  happen  only  when  I was  younger.  I was  promoted 
to  the  7th  grade,  to  the  8th  and  I don't  know  if  1 am  going  to  be 
promoted  to  the  9th  grade, 

I past  to  the  fifth  and  I stayed. ...  then  he  told  me  and  I told  my 

mother I think  that  if  he  would  have  given  me  a chance. ..he 

gave  another  boy  my  age  a chance,,. I might  have  already  graduated. 
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Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  you  could  advance  more  rapidly? 

Miguel 

The  problem  I have  is  that  I don't  know  how  to  spell  and  sometimes 
I don't  want  to  go  to  school  becau3e  I feel  ashamed  because  I don’t 
know  how  to  spell.  I don't  know.  I take  the  tests  and  I fail  them 
because  I don't  know  how  to  spell. 

Q 

. Do  you  think  somebody  could  help  you  in  any  way? 

Miguel 

I want  to  go  to  school  but  I want  to  learn  how  to  spell.  I don't 
have  a chance. 

0 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Julio 

I have  not  yet  drop  school  completely  but  I vsnt  to  go  beck.  It 
all  depends  if  I pass  or  fail  the  service  exam.  If  I fail,  I will 
go  back  to  school. 

Q 

If  you  pass  the  exam  and  you  go  to  the  service.  How  would  you 
regret  not  going  to  school? 

Julio 

I might  take  the  exam  in  the  army  for  a graduate. 

Q 

And  how  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Miguel 

I didn't  plan  to  graduate  because  I knew  I wasn't  going  to  make  it 
and  I would  be  too  old  when  I graduated.  I am  18  right  now  and  when 
I finish  I'll  be  22.  Then  if  I fail  once  or  twice;  then  they  might 
call  me  and  I'll  be  about  26.  This  is  what  I don't  want. 

Q 

What  do  you  plan  to  do? 

Miguel 

I want  to  gc  back  up  north  and  work. 

0 

How  would  you  regret  having  left  school  in  the  future? 

Miguel 

I don't  know.  Depends  on  how  the  work  is  because  they  say  that  you 
ere  going  to  need  a good  education  even  to  work. 

Q 

Maybe  you  plan  to  do  what  your  brother  did  to  get  his  diploma  from 
the  army? 

Miguel 

No,  I don't  plan  to  graduate.  If  I Join  the  army  I'll  do  something. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  tu&ke  you  stay  in  school? 

Julio 

They  wanted  me  to  go  back  to  school  but  I have  to  help  them  and  that 
is  why.  I applied  to  the  ?i.Y*C.  and  the  migrant  programs  but  I never 
got  a Job.  If  I had  had  a Job,  I would  have  gone  up  north  and  I 
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would  have  stayed  in  school.  That's  the  only  hope  my  parents  have 
us  going  up  north. 

Ccr  ’ you  think  of  a reason  why  you  didn't  get  in  the  N.Y.C,  or  any 
program? 

Because  they  think  that  my  father  gets  enough  money,  but  it  is  not 
enough  for  all  the  family*  We  have  a lot  of  debts  and  bills  to 
pey  nd  that  is  why  we  have  to  go  up  north. 

When  ve  30  up  there  I get  as  much  as  my  father  gets  here  in  one  year. 

Like  when  ve  went  to  Wyoming. 

For  about  one  month  and  then  we  went  to  Ohio  but  it  was  no  good  there 
ard  we  came  back  to  Dumas.  I was  getting  $1.70  an  hour  working  as 

a feed  lot  or  assistant  welder  up  there*  I can  get  $1.70  an  hour 

anywhere .. .driving  trucks  or  wh*re  he  was. ...Just  taking  out  a com- 
mercial license,  that  wa3  all  I needed. 

Did  you  get  this  license? 

I hope  to  get  it. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

They  don't  say  not  to  go  or  keep  me  from  doing  *hat  I want.  They 
want  us  to  go  but  I have  to  help  them.  They  wouldn't  want  me  not 
to  do  anything  and  Just  stay  at  home.  If  I don't  get  a job  they 
will  send  me  to  school. 

Do  you  think  it  is  more  helpful  for  you. to  work  than  to  go  to  school? 

We  only  work  during  some  months  of  the  year. 

But  we  always  drop  early  and  enter  school  late.  We  usually  le*we  about 
the  10th  of  Kay.  This  year  1 got  out  in  April. 

Then  you  don't  go  to  school  the  time  required? 

No  because  we  were  always  late. 

Last  year  ve  did  get  here  on  time  but  the  year  before  last  we  enter 
In  October*  This  year  we  were  planning  to  return  in  October,  but.,.. 

Too  much  rain  fell  and  It  wasn't  any  good. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 
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j Miguel 

I plan  to  work,  but  if  I come  back  in  October  I will  go  back  to 
school  any  way. 

Q 

1 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  they  tell  you  to  go? 

[ Miguel 

I plan  to  work  but  if  I come  back  in  October  I will  go  back  to 
school  any  way. 

1 « 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

| Miguel 

My  girlfriend.  She  told  me  that  if  1 didn't  to  school  she  would 

break  up  with  me  that  is  why  I am  still  trying  to  stay  in  school. 

If  not  I would  have  dropped  completely  a long  time  ago.  I have  to 
get  good  grades  or  else  she  will  break  up  with  me. 

Q 

Do  you  miss  anything  else? 

Julio 

Well  everything  in  school  is  ok,  you  have  your  friends  there  and 
the  teachers  they  were  nice  too;  I was  never  sent  to  the  office. 

Q 

What  are  you  going  to  need  from  school? 

Julia 

To  have  graduated,  but  I will  find  a way  to  get  a diploma  maybe  in 
the  army.  If  not,  I will  get  it  through  correspondence  but  one  way 
or  another  I plan  to  graduate  but  I want  to  finish  with  the  army  or 
In  night  school**. .if  you  get  married  and  then  you’re  drafted.... 
that  is  pretty  bad. 

Q 

What  do  you  need  from  school? 

Miguel 

Well  I need  school  to  get  n good  Job. 

Q 

Do  you  think  you  could  get  a good  Job? 

Miguel 

Well,  I don't  know. 

Julio 

To  find  a job,  he  can  find  one  but  it  will  not  be  a rood  paying  job. 
They  first  pick  those  that  have  graduated*  Once  those  lay  off,  they 
hire  those  that  haven’t  graduated* 

Miguel 

In  Michigan  you  find  graduates  who  are  really  lacy.  What  is  the  use 
of  being  a graduate  If  you  just  hang  around* 

Julio 

I have  not  worked  because  I couldn’t  never  find  a Job  here.  I nave 
made  three  or  four  applications  and  they  newer  give  me  work.  If 
they  would  Qive  me  a job  after  school,  that  would  b**  Afferent.... 
that  way  1 would  have  money  to  have  fun  Saturday. 
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Q 

What  were  you  telling  us  about  the  employment  office? 

Julio 

I vent  to  the  employment  office  and  they  asked  me  what  I wanted  to  do 
and  I told  them  that  I wanted  to  work  in  a store  cleaning  up  or  some- 
thing and  they  never  called  me.  There  is  no  work  here  because  there 
are  a lot  of  people  from  across  the  river  working  here  in  the  stores 
that  is  why  the  graduates  from  here  leave  because  there  isn't  any- 
thing, There  isn't  anything  here  because  of  Nuevo  Laredo,  The  girls, 
graduates,  that  could  work  at  Neicer's  and  Kress... and  the  Majoy  that 
is.  There  are  the  migrants  from  across  the  river.  How  does  a person 
do  it?  There  are  no  brakes  that  is  why  so  many  drop..., they  don't 
graduate  and  go  up  north  instead. 

Miguel 

There  is  nc  use  graduating  here  if  you  can't  get  a job. 

Julio 

In  other  towns,  it's  not  like  this. 

Julio 

We  don't  have  any  difficulties  up  north  but  we  cannot  go  over  there 
and  stay  because  my  father's  mother  is  here  and  we  cannot  leave  her 
alone  here. 

Julio 

If  I wasn't  this  old.  Because  I like  school  and  everything  but  I 
plan  to  get  my  diploma  any  way. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Miguel 

I wan^  to  go  but  I need  work  also. 

Julio 

If  they  had  special  classes  so  I could  learn  spelling. 

Q 

Do  you  think  that  if  they  helped  you  in  this  way  you  would  go  to 
school? 

Miguel 

Yes . 

Julio 

High  school  is  not  the  same.  It  is  pure  dictation.  The  teachers 
don't  write  on  the  board  anymore;  they  just  read  it  to  you. 

Miguel 

This  in  why.  I knew  that  I was  not  going  to  make  it  this  year  because 
I had  the  paper  blank  every  time  we  hcd  a test  because  I knew  the 
answers  but  l couldn't  write  them  down.  Sometimes  I would  copy  just 
so  that  the  class  didn't  say  I didn't  say  I didn't  know  anything,  but 
I knew  it  was  just  that  I couldn't  write  them  down. 

Q 

Did  the  teacher'  ever  asked  you  why  you  got  rero? 

Miguel 

No,  I coaldn't  tell  them  it  was  because  I didn't  know  hov  to  spell. 
I told  them  that  I hadn't  studied  n<J  that  was  all. 
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Is  there  anything  personal  th.At  you  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Miguel 

Like  1 told  you  learn  to  spell  and  work. 

Julio 

No . 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

Julio 

I wanted  to  help  my  father  and  buy  what  I needed  my  clothes  and  all 
of  that. 

Q 

What  made  you  drop  school? 

Miguel 

I also  had  to  help  my  father  and  buy  everything  I needed. 

Q 

What  would  make  you  return  to  school? 

Miguel 

If  they  had  special  classes  to  learn  spelling. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

Julio 

Because  1 plan  to  graduate  in  the  army  you  work  and  study  at  the 
same  time,  that  way  I finish  two  things  at  the  same  time. 

Q 

How  do  you  think  you  might  be  better  off  Miguel? 

Miguel 

I. don't  know. . .why  does  one  what  to  get  in  the  army  now... they  take 
you  over  there  and  then  you  are  in  a real  fix. 

r Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

Miguel 

Only  that  you  cannot  get  a good  job  without  a good  education. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  vculd  you  drop  school  a second  time? 

Miguel 

Yes. 

0 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

juiio 

Education  is  the  best  thing  you  can  get  and  I don't  think  anybody 
should  drop  school. 

Q 

W ? it  do  you  think  is  a good  reason  for  dropping  school? 

Miguel 

Wftll,  because  some  are  poor  and  don't  have  the  clothes  they  need. 
They  feel  ashamed*  To  drop  to  go  to  work*... that  is  why  many  drop. 
#nd  want  to  go  to  school* 
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Q 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

Julio 

No  they  wanted  U;#  to  graduate. 

Miguel 

If  they  tell  me  to  go,  I would  have  to  obey  them. 

Julio  ' 

You  know,  they  want  us  well  dressed.  They  want  the  best  for  us. 
Like  my  mother  tells  us  that  they  don’t  want  us  to  be  uneducated 
like  them.  My  father  has  some  education  but  my  mother  never  went 
to^school.  As  far  as  my  parents  are  concerned  they  want  us  to  go 
to  school. 

Q 

Vhat  advice  could  you  give  your  brother? 

Julio 

I tell  him  to  go  to  school ... .but  he  doesn’t  want  to.  He  is  very 
stubborn, 

Q 

What  could  be  done  now  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

Julio 

Nothing ... .once  you  begin  to  think  of  the  future.**. I don't  plan 
to  return;  maybe  if  I don't  pass  my  service  exam;  then  I'll  return. 

Miguel 

Nothing. 

0 

You  mention  some  things  earlier? 

Miguel 

Y^u  mean  special  classes? 

Q 

Yes. 

Miguel 

I don't  like  to  copy  because  I know  I am  cheating  myself.  I get  a 
good  grade  and  everything  but  I didn't  learn  anything.  That  is 
wny  I want  to  get  special  classes  in  spelling  because  I need  them. 
And  they  would  probably  attend  them. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  fchool  if  you  had  to  go  to  after  school  classes? 

Miguel 

I have  other  things  to  do  after  school.  Besides w you  get  tired  of 
Just  school  and  school. 

0 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  vhat  would  you  like  to  do? 

Julio 

In  Anything  as  long  as  I get  - good  pay. 

Q 

What  would  you  like  to  do  the  most? 

Julio 

Well,  I know  some  mechanic  and  welding. 

Miguel 

We  try  to  get  the  best  but  you  Just  can  do  everything. 
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Q What  is  it  that  you  like  to  do? 


Miguel  Work  in  a factory;  be  stationary ... .so  that  I wouldn't  have  to  be 
moving  from  place  to  place  looking  for  work. 

Julio  The  people  that  are  working  in  the  migrant  program  who  say  that  they 


go  up  north  aren't  the  ones  that  go.  They  get  the  job  and  the  ones 
that  does  go  up  north  have  to  keep  on  going  each  year.  We  are 
several  here.... my  mother  says  that  if  we  all  had  jobs  here,  we 
wouldn't  go... there  is  much  danger  in  going  up.... you  might  turn 
over  driving  over  there. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

Nothing  the  schools  were  ok.  They  have  goad  classes.  I don  t 
think  they  need  any  change. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

Nothing,  I don't  think  so. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Nothing,  because  I am  23  years  old  right  now  and  I want  to  get 
married.  I am  hoping  to  take  the  G.E.D.  if  I was  younger,  I could 
study  and  get  a better  career. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Well,  because  I am  21  and  then  I left  for  the  Job  Corps.  I wanted 
to  get  my  G.E.D.  and  get  a trade  at  the  same  time  but  I didn't 
have  time  to  get  it  because  I graduated  as  a mechanic.  I am 
going  to  school  to  see  if  I could  get  my  G.E.D. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  go  to  classes? 

If  we  had  come  here  from  Mexicc  when  I was  younger.  Maybe  I would 
have  stayed  and  get  a better  career. 

You  said  that  you  were  12  years  old  when  you  came  from  Mexico  do 
you  think  that  the  people  in  the  schools  have  helped  you  when  you 
came  here  because  you  had  been  going  to  school  over  there  in  Mexico? 

Well,  I knew  the  math,  they  were  teaching,  but  English  was  what 
held  me  back  and  I couldn't  be  promoted. 

How  could  they  have  helped  you? 

If  they  had  skipped  me  two  or  three  years  so  that  I could  have 
finish  school  about  20  years  old. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  w*ke  you  like  to  go  to 
classes? 

No,  there  wasn't  any  VAy.  I would  like  to  go  to  classes  but  I 
would  have  to  work  during  the  day  and  go  to  night  classes  or  work 
during  the  night  And  go  to  school  In  the  day  time. 
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What  do  you  miss  the  nu;st  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

The  studies,  because  without  school  you  can't  do  it. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

If  I had  been  ycunger,  I would  have  stayed. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Return  to  night  classes. 

Is  theie  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

No. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

My  age. 

What  would  make  you  return  to  school? 

Go  to  night  classes  and  work  during  the  day. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

The  Job  Corps  helped  me  a lot. 

In  what  way? 

I learned  a trade  and  it  was  just  like  going  to  high  school  because 
they  gave  you  English,  math,  history  and  everything  they  would  give 
you  in  high  school. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

1 au  not  8o  worst  off  but  if  I had  been  younger  when  I came  here 
I would  have  stayed  in  school  and  learned  better  how  to  get  a 
good  Job  without  working  so  hard. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

No,  I would  etay  to  l*am  a career  like  an  engineer  or  something. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  everyone  should  drop  school? 

I don't  know  the  reasons.  It  is  very  different  on  every  person. 
There  are  different  reasons.  Some  don't  like  school. 
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Like  what? 

They  don't  like  to  do  their  homework*  or  because  they  donrt  want 
the  teachers  to  say  anything  to  them  because  instead  of  treating 
the*  like  men  they  treat  them  as  if  they  were  little  boys.  Some- 
times the  teachers  are  very  nervous,  they  get  mad  easy  then  we 
don't  like  to  be  told  off.... He  kicks  them  out... the  teacher  does 
not  like  him  anymore ....  then  they  decided  to  dTop  for  3 months 
and  usually  never  returned.  And  they  don't  have  any  patience  with 
the  students. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

Tney  didn't  want  me  to  drop. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

Like  every  parent  they  would  tell  me  to  finish  school  so  I could 
have  a better ■ futuTe . 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

Just  go  to  night  classes. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

I am  j mechanic . 

Do  you  like  it?  Is  that  what  you  like  to  do  the  most? 

No*  there  are  a lot  of  things, 

What  do  you  like  to  do  the  most? 

Something  big  like  work  with  the  government  or  something  like  that. 
I don't  know  but  not  a teacher,  1 want  something  big.  If  I had 
the  .ducation  I would  do  it. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

They  treated  me  nicely.  They  explained  everything  to  me  and  they 
even  stayed  after  school  If  you  wanted  to  stay  to  learn  more. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like 
to  go  to  classes? 

I had  been  a long  time  studying  because  you  see  I am  at  Immigrant 
and  I had  studied  8 years  across  the  rivei  and  then  I studied  some 
more  so  I was  Just  bored  of  school. 

What  grade  did  you  enter  when  you  came  here? 

First. 

What  could  the  people  have  done  to  help  you  enter  school  in  a higher 
grade? 

They  couldn’t  have  helped  me  because  I didn't  know  any  English. 

They  told  me  that  that  was  the  reason  why  they  wouldn't  put  me 
in  a higher  grade.  I knew  history  and  math  and  everything  but 
I didn't  know  any  English. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  befoi^  you  would  like 
to  return  to  school? 

Everything  in  school  was  alright.  The  teachers  were  very  nice  with 
me  at  least  th*>  ones  I had. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I don't  regret  it  right  now,  I have  had  no  trouble  finding  a Job. 

I am  married  now  and  I have  had  no  trouble  supporting  my  family. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

They  tried  to  make  me  go  pack  but  I didn't  like  school  anymore 
because  I wad  tired  of  studying. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  makv*  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

I don't  know  what  they  could  have  done. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

I would  have  to  be  bom  again  to  go  back  because  I hau  been  studying 
too  long  and  I was  Just  tired. 
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Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  roost  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

X donrt  have  the  same  friendship  I used  to  have. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school. 

A 

Nothing,  because  I was  tired  of  studying. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

Nothing  I was  Just  tired  of  being  in  school. 

Q 

Would  anything  make  you  return  l*>  school? 

A 

Not  right  now  maybe  later  on. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  oft  since  leaving  school? 

A 

Well  then  T f as  in  school  I couldn't  work  and  it  was  more  e/cpenses 
for  the  house,  but  nor;  we  have  more  conveniences  than  we  uBed  to 
have » 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

I don't  know  how  to  tell  you. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

I would  probably  do  It  because  I didn't  wint  to  hear  anything  else 
about  school.  I'd  rather  work  in  something  else  because  they  tried 
to  make  me  go  to  the  government  schools  where  they  pay  you  for 
going  but  I Just  don't  want  to  go.  I didn't  want  to  closed  in. 

Q 

What  do  you  mean  closed  in? 

A 

I was  bored  with  school,  I had  been  close  in  for  too  many  years 
studying. 

Q 

Under  vt.et  circumstances  do  -you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

A 

Well  It  depends  on  the  person  because  there  are  some  people  that 
really  like  school.  The  wore  they  know  the  mere  they  want  to  learn, 
but  l don't  anymore,  because  if  they  go  to  school  without  being 
interested  they  would  just  go  to  play  arouad  and  don't  learn 
anything  and  if  they  are  going  to  wait  their  time.  It  is  better 
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Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

i Well  they  told  me  to  stay  in  school  beceu  e maybe  in  the  future  I 

could  get  a better  job  like  working  in  an  office  where  I could  get 
good  money  and  not  have  to  work  hard. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't,  they  wanted  me  to  stay  in  school. 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school0 

A Nothing. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Weil,  right  now,  the  job  that  1 have  is  fine..., I don't  kill  myself 

working,  and  you  live  ok. .... (salesman) • 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

A 

Nothing,  because  they  did  all  they  could,  but  I didn't  want  to  go. 
I didn't  like  school, 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

A 

I don't  know.  The  teachers  treated  me  fine. 

Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

Well  now  I know  T need  school.  I to  go  to  school  and  just 

play  around  and  rot  pay  attention. 

0 

What  do  you  need  the  most  from  school? 

A 

Mathematics  and  reading  a little  bit. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  iu  school? 

A 

I don't  know.  They  did  all  they  could  but... 

Q 

How  old  were  you  when  you  drop  school? 

A 

18. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  go  to  school? 

A 

They  didn't  vaut  me  to  drop  but  1 would  rather  work  than  go  to 
school . 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  havt  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

0 

Why  didn't  you  like  school? 

A 

We  Juat  thought  about  playing.  We  didn't  pay  any  attention  in  class 

Q 

What  school  were  you  in? 

A 

In  Tarver*  but  at  first  1 was  in  Tomas  Sanche*.  They  sent  me  to 
Tarver  when  I was  in  the  5th  grade  and  I was  in  the  6th  grade  in 
Tarver  and  I was  proaoted  to  the  7th  but  I didn't  want  to  go  to 
school  anyvore. 

Q 

Do  you  plan  to  return  to  school? 
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I don’t  know.  I don’t  think  so. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Well,  because  I work.  I could  go  to  school  but  it  would  have  to 
be  after  work. 

Is  there  anything  that  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you 
would  like  to  return  to  school? 

No. 

Would  a lack  of  money  be  a reason? 

Yes,  that  also. 

Do  you  think  a pay  study  program  would  help  you? 

Yea. 

Whit  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending 

Nothing,  just  that  I would  like  to  continue  studying. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Stop  playing  hookie;  if  1 would  have  been  in  clas.1-  T might  have 
continue. 

Do  you  think  that  you  did  enough  in  class  when  you  .'ere  there? 

Well  it  was  a lot  of  playing  around.  Sometimes  the  teachers  also 
played  with  us. 

Do  you  think  that  the  teachers  could  have  done  something? 

Yes,  they  could  have  been  more  strict  and  not  play  with  the  students. 
Were  the  teachers  at  Tomas  Sanchez  the  same  way? 

No,  they  were  more  strict. 

Which  of  the  two  schools  did  you  prefer?  Did  they  send  you  over 
there  of  did  you  go?  . 

No,  they  sent  me  there;  when  I start  doing  things  wrong.  They  sent 
me  there. 
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How  old  were  you  when  they  changed  you? 

About  13* 

Is  there  anything  besides  the  teachers  playing  around  with  the 
students  that  you  might  want  to  change? 

I can't  think  of  anything  else. 

If  the  teachers  were  stricter*  do  you  think  that  might  have  helped 
you? 

Yes*  not  only  me;  but  everybody. 

Kow  wire  the  guys  there? 

The  sane,  many  didn't  play  along  they  were  more  serious  srtd  did 
their  best  to  learn. 

How  were  the  others? 

Always  playing  around. 

Why  do  you  prefer  Tomas  Sanchez? 

1 guess,  because  1 always  went  and  at  Tarver  1 didn't. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

I could  go  to  school  at  night,  maybe  during  the  day  after  5:00. 

Could  you  think  of  something  you  could  do? 

Well,  I am  working  and  I cannot  stop  working  to  go  to  school. 

Do  you  need  the  money? 

Yes . 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

I need  money. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I didn*t  like  It  and  I didn't  want  to  go.  1 couldn't  lean  anything. 
It  was  Just  a lot  of  playing  around. 
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Was  there  anything  In  particular  you  dislike  about  school? 

I liked  pchool  and  I would  like  to  learn  "»re  but  I couldn't  go 
now.  I have  a friend  who  is  a teacher  and  he  said  to  go  to  his 
house  and  that  he  would  help  tne. 

What  would  make  you  return  to  school? 

I need  to  learn  more  because  sometimes  I have  trouble  in  my  work 
because  I cannot  solve  a problem  or  something. 

In  what  ways  do  you  really  feel  that  you  are  better  off  since  leaving 
school? 

I don’t  know,  I've  done  what  I could;  from  working  and  my  job. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I don't  know* 

If  you  had  the  opportunity  to  return  to  school  would  you  go  back? 

I cannot  assure  you,  I think  so. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

No,  I don't  think  so. 

Why? 

Because  I want  to  learn  more. 

Under  what  circumstsnces  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

I don't  think  everyone  should  drop  school  unless  they  have  to  help 
at  home  or  needs  something. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  encourage  me.  I wanted  to  drop. 

Row  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  told  me  that  I was  going  to  need  school  to  get  a better  job. 
They  wanted  me  to  stay. 

When  you  left,  what  did  they  feay? 

The  least  you  can' do  is  work. 
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Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A Just  if  they  would  pay  me  to  go  to  school. 

Q Have  you  heard  about  the  programs  that  do  offer  this? 

A Yea. 

Q What  could  someone  do  so  that  they  would  Interest  you? 

A Nothing. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A I have  always  like  the  telephone  and  all  of  that. 

Q Electronics? 

A Yes. 

Q Can  you  think  of  a way  In  which  anybody  could  help  you  out? 

A A friend  of  mine  took  a test  and  passed. 

Q Did  your  teacher  friend  help  you  to  learn? 

A Not  much,  but  he  did  help  some. 

Q Once  you  got  out;  lid  anyone  come  asking  why  you  dropped? 

A No,  they  probably  thought  that  It  was  for  the  beat. 

Q Would  you  have  returned  If  they  had  come  looking  for  you? 

A No,  I don't  think  so. 
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What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

The  school  was  ok  but  1 didn’t  like  it  anymore. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like 
to  go  to  classes? 

It  was  getting  harder  in  school,  we  had  other  books  that  were  very 
hard* 

What  school  were  you  in? 

Tarver  for  three  years. 

Before  what  school  were  you  in? 

Tomas  Sanchez. 

Then  you  believe  it  just  got  harder? 

Yes. 

Do  you  tMnk  that  the  teachers  could  have  done  something? 

Tell  us  more  about  school  and  help  us  study  if  they  would  help  us 
to  understand  the  homework  if  they  would  explain  better. 

Do  you  think  that  they  left  you  alone;  not  enough  attention? 

Yes,  not  enough  attention. 

Do  you  think  you  needed  more  att  ntior? 

Yes. 

Vhat  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

I would  have  to  think  about  It  before  I could  answer  the  question; 

I need  to  study  a little  more  before  I answer. 

Would  you  like  to  return  to  school  the  way  they  are  right  now? 

Yes. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

1 regret  it  very  much  because  you  cannot  get  a good  job,  like  working 
in  a store  or  something. 
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What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  In  school? 

I don’t  know,  I hear  a lot  of  rumors  about  the  Tarver  school.  That 
it  was  for  the  ones  that  couldn't  learn  and  this  and  that.  I didn’t 
like  the  school  or  people  saying  that  I was  attending  a dummy  school. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Nothing  right  now. 

Would  you  have  liked  to  be  in  a different  school? 

Yes. 

H«>w  did  your  folks  feel  when  you  dropped? 

They  didn’t  say  anything;  my  brother  had  also  dropped  from  there: 
ray  father  sa-id  that  it  didn’t  mar.ter  and  that  I would  have  a job 
there . 

Would  you  return  to  school  right  now? 

I don’t  know  because  my  father  owes  a lot  of  money  and  I have  to 
help  him  psy  it. 

If  you  didn't  have  to  help  your  father  would  you  return  to  school? 

I would  like  it  in  some  ways  and  I wouldn't  like  it  in  another  way. 

I think  not  there  where  a lot  of  critics  and  rumors  about  the  school 
and  I was  criticize  all  the  time  that  is  why  I didn't  like  that 
school. 

How  were  the  classes  in  Tarver? 

They  were  ok. 

Did  the  teachers  also  criticize  you? 

No,  Just  the  students. 

Would  you  return  to  another  school? 

I don't  know  depends  on  how  the  other  school  is. 

How  would  you  like  the  schools  to  be? 

The  way  all  the  schools  are  but  T don't  like  school  very  much  that 
is  the  problem,  I would  like  to  try  a correspondence  course , 
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What  do  you  mi83  the  roost  from  classes  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Reading  and  mathematics. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  che  most  from  school? 

A 

Talking  to  my  friends;  now  I just  come  home  and  sleep  and  wait  for 
the  next  day. 

Q 

Did  you  feel  comfortable  at  Tarver? 

A 

Yea,  a little  bit. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Work  after  school. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  when  you  were  in  school? 

A 

Just  study  more  and  pay  more  attention. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

I don’t  feel  like  going  back  to  school  right  now. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

3 don't  need  anything. 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

That  I waa  in  the  5th  Grade  and  I was  going  to  be  18  years  of  age. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  that  would  make  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Ho . 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

We  get  al>ng  better.  I have  better  friends  where  I am  working  than 
when  1 was  in  school. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

In  reading. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  It  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 
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1 would  have  to  think  about  it, 

Tf  you  were  in  school. righ^  now  would  you  drop  school  again? 

I don1 t think  so,  Ifm  not  sure.  It  would  depend  on  how  I felt 
about  school. 

How  long  has  it  been  since  you  drop  school? 

One  year  and  a half. 

If  you  were  still  in  school  then  would  you  drop  school  again? 

Yes, 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

I don't  know,* 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  encourage  me  it  was  my  decision. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  told  me  to  go  but  I just  didn't  want  to  go  anymore. 

What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

I don't  know. 

If  someone  would  pay  you  to  go  to  school  like  the  government  pro- 
grams in  adult  education  would  you  go? 

I think  so. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

I would  like  to  be  a mechanic. 

If  you  had  the  opportunity  to  st^dy  to  learn  to  be  a mechanic  would 
you  go  to  school? 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
clashes? 

A 

Nothing, 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

A 

Nothing  I didn't  like  school. 

Q 

What  was  it  you  lidn't  like  about  school? 

A 

I didn't  like  to  study  and  I didn't  like  the  friends. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

I had  to  drop  because  I couldn't  advance  in  anything,  but  if  they 
had  explain  better.  They  sometimes  explained  very  fast  and  I 
couldn't  understand. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happen? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

Do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

Well  because  my  friends  were  in  high  school  and  everything  and  I 
felt  bad  being  left  behind. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

They  couldn't  have  done  anything.  They  told  me  to  go  but  I was 
wasting  my  time  because  I couldn't  learn  anything. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

I don't  know* 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  co  return 
to  school? 

A 

There  were  a lot  of  fights  and  everything.  We  had  problems. 

Q 

How  could  this  be  changed  so  that  you  would  like  to  return  to  school? 

A 

They  would  have  to  change  you  know,  my  father  got  Angry  because  of 
the  grades  I got,  but  I think  that  they  should  be  ©ore  strict  with  me 
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Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

Yes, 

Whet  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Try  to  study  more. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Like  I said  before  just  try  to  study  more. 

Could  you  do  something  to  return  to  school? 

I want  to  return  to  school,  but  I am  embarrassed  to  be  with  smaller 
kids. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

I miss  the  friends  I had  and  the  teachers  and  everything  and  study 
more . 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

No, 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I couldn't  learn  anything.  I couldn't  retain  anything  that  they 
explained,  I didn't  know  anythirg;  so  I dropped. 

What  would  make  you  return  -o  scnool? 

I don't  know. 

Whst  kind  of  school  would  you  like  to  return  to? 

This  year  I would  like  to  enroll  at  Martin's  vocational  schocl  there 
I would  like  to  enter. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

In  nothing. ' 

How  are  you  woist  off  since  leaving  school? 

Reading. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 
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No. 

Under  whet  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

If  't.iy  like  it  they  should  stay  but  if  they  are  wasting  their 
tir.c  they  should  drop. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

Thjy  told  me  that  I was  wasting  their  money  and  my  time  because  I 
couldn’t  learn  anything. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn’t  discourage  me. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

To  encourage  me  to  go  to  school,  I believe. 

Do  you  mean  your  family? 

Yes. 

What  could  anyone  do  v*  help  you  return  to  school  besides  your 
family? 

Nothing. 

How  would  you  like  to  return  to  school? 

Well,  that  they  change  the  grades  that  there  would  be  just  old 
guys  1 wouldn’t  want  little  guya. 

That  is  all  you  would  want  change? 

Yes. 

Whet  kind  of  classes  w^uld  the  Martin's  vocational  school  have? 
Well,  mechanic. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

I would  like  to  work  in  a store  like  in  a Mini max  Stare. 

Ia  that  whut  you  like  to  do  the  moat? 
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0 You  said  that  there  were  many  arguments;  at  home  or  at  school? 

A You  aee  1 came  with  bad  grades  and  my  father  would  get  angry,  I 

didn't  mean  fights . . .arguments .. .well  in  school  there  are  also 

fights  « 

Q Do  you  think  that  if  they  would  argue  with  you;  you  would  return 

to  school? 

A Weil,  yes. 
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What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 


Really  they  were  doing  what  they  could  but  it  all  depends  on  the 
students.  You  see  I am  from  across  the  river,  Mexico,  and  when 
I cane  here  I couldn't  apeak  any  English  so  I missed  a lot  of 
school.  By  the  time  1 went  to  school  I was  about  10  or  11  years 
old  and  I was  in  the  first  grade  and  I was  embarrassed  to  go  to 
school  with  all  the  little  kids.  I had  been  in  school  across 
the  river  in  the  2nd  grade  and  they  tried  to  help  me  they  gave 
me  6th  grade  math  and  I could  do  it  but  I told  them^t.\at  I 
preferred  to  start  from  the  bottom  because  I couldn  t speak 
English.  So  I started  in  the  first  grade  and  then  second  and 
third  but  by  the  time  I got  to  the  6th  grade  I Just  wasn  t 
interested  in  school  anymore.  All  the  teachers  helped  me  a 
lot.  They  didn’t  want  me  to  drop.  They  told  me  that  I was 
going  to  have  a hard  time  finding  a Job  and  now  I wish  I had 
stayed  in  school* 


What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like 
to  go  to  classes? 


They  did  all  they  could  but  I didn't. dn  my  part.  The  teachers  that 
I had  were  very  nice.  Sometimes  they  would  invite  me  to  their 
homes  ao  I could  stuuy  more,  but  I didn't  want  to  go  to  school 
anymore.  Then  my  parents  also  got  after  me  to  go  to  school  but  I 
wasn't  interested  anymore.  I really  don't  have  any  complaints. 


What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 


The  schools  are  ok  but  it  all  depends  on  the  students  because  if 
you  don1 t want  to  do  anything  you  don’t  do  anything.  If  the 
teacher  tella  you  to  do  something  but  if  the  student  doesn  t try 
try  he  wouldn't  be  able  to  do  it. 


How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Right  now  I have  a lot  of  trouble  with  spelling.  I don't  know  a 
lot  of  words  and  what  they  mean.  I regret  having  left  school  be- 
cause I didn't  learn  to  spell  correctly. 

Wnat  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

They  did  all  they  could  but  I didn't  want  to  go  to  school. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school i 

I did  go  to  classes.  I never  played  hookie  or  anything  and  I paid 

attention  and  everything.  Sometimes  I would  study  at  nights  but  I 
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would  forget  by  the  next  morning  so  this  is  one  of  my  problems 
too. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

The  studies  and  all  of  that. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  beiore  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

Nothing  1 have  thought  of  going  to  classes  to  the  Junior  College 
so  that  I could  finish  high  school  because  there  are  people  my 
age,  and  It  would  be  hard  working  and  going  to  regular  school. 

Q 

Vhat  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

I Just  thought  I didn't  want  to  go  to  school  anymore.  1 wanted 
to  work.  Although,  my  parents  insisted  that  I go,  I refused.  So 
they  told  me  that  if  I.  didn't  want  to  go  to  school  to  work;  so  I 
did. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

I want  to  go  to  college  so  I could  finish  high  school  because  it 
is  very  necessary* 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

No. 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

Because  I had  a lot  of  trouble.  I couldn't  learn.  I would  forget 
what  they  taught  me  and  when  I was  going  to  have  a test  or  something 
I did  vhat  1 could  but  left  the  rest  alone  because  I didn't  know 
how  to  spell. 

Q 

What  would  make  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Because  it  is  very  necessary  that  you  know  what  you  are  reading  and 
writing  and  speaking.  Like  in  the  store  where  I work  when  we  have 
inventory  or  something  like  that  I would  have  to  ask  my  friends  to 
help  me  because  I don't  know  how  to  spell  or  because  I don't  under- 
stand a word . 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 
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I haven’t  really  thought  about  It.  I have  learned  to  work,  and  I 
have  learned  other  things  but  those  things  you  learn  as  you  grow 
older.  I can  say  that  I am  belter  off  because  when  I drop  school 
I didn't  know  how  to  sell  or  do  anything  and  now  I am  a salesman 
In  Frontier  Shop.  Don’t  you  think  that  because  I didn  t go  to 
school  I don’t  have  any  education.  Everyone  in  my  family  has  an 
education.  My  mother,  my  father  and  I have  a brother  that  is 
going  to  Texas  A & I University  he  is  18  years  old  1 am  the  only 
one  that  didn't  want  to  go  to  school.  I have  learned  many  things 
out  of  school. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

In  spelling;  I had  a lot  of  trouble  in  school  and  at  work. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

No,  I wouldn't  drop  not  until  I knew  at  least  vhat  I was  saying  and 
writing.  Now’that  I am  older  I can  think  better  and  understand  what 
is  good  and  bad.  When  I was  young,  I had  a lot  of  trouble. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

A lot  of  times  problems  at  home,  like  sometimes  there  is  not  enouvh 
money  that  is  why  I decided  to  help  my  father  because  it  was  really 
too  much  for  him.  I didn’t  like  people  coming  to  the  house  charging 
bills.  We  were  not  lacking  enough  money  to  eat  or  dress  because 
Thanks  to  God  we  dressed  nicely,  not  anything  fancy  or  elegant  but 
still  we  had  debts  to  pay. 

Is  this  the  only  case  where  you  believe  the  student  can  drop  school? 
That  is  the  only  reason  I dropped  so  I don't  know  any  other  reasons. 
How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn’t. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  want  us  to  have  trouble  in  the  future.  I didn't  care. 

I wanted  to  work  and  I did  it  and  now  I need  school. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

My  parents  and  all  my  friends  encourage  me  to  go  to  school  so  1^ 
could  finish  high  school.  1 was  going  to  be  drafted  but  I didn  t 
pass  the  examination.  Because  I have  a dislocated  waist  so  I am 
planning  to  go  back  to  school. 
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If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

A sa’-flnum  it  is  not  a hard  job. 


How  do  you  compare  Buenos  Aires  School  and  Tarver  was  it  a great 
change  tor  you? 


No,  thf  teachers  and  the  classes  were  all  the  same;  except  for  the 
age  factory.  And  since  you  were  older.  They  taught  you  more  in 

Tarver. 


How  were  the  students  in  Tarver? 


They  were  Pachucoa  and  a lot  of  immigrants  but  I didn  t care  about 
them  1 just  wanted  to  learn.  The  teacher  would  help  me,  but  1 
would  forget.  I couldn’t  study  between  classes.  I would  have  to 
study  before  classes  because  if  I studied  at  home,  I would  forget 
by  the  next  morning. 


How  would  you  compare  the  schools  frotL  across  the  river  with  the 
ones  here? 


Schools  across  the  river  are  more  advanced  because  here  I was 
taking  6th  grade  math  which  I had  taken  in  the  2nd  grade  over 

there . 

Did  you  understand  it? 

ye8  but  1 used  to  work  the  problems  the  way  we  work  them  across  the 
river  with  a lot  of  short-cuts  and  the  teacher  would  asx  me  to 
work  them  the  way  they  taught  them  here  but  that  was  about  the  only 
difference. 

How  could  the  people  in  the  schools  help  people  from  across  the 

river? 

All  they  can  do  i i atart  them  in  the  first  grade  so  that  they  can 
atart  learning  the  a b c and  the  pronunciation. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  1?  the  schools  have  done  to  make  y t 'i  go  to 
classes? 

A 

The  way  they  are  right  now  they  are  not  giving  enough  education. 

Q 

Could  you  think  of  something  that  the  people  in  the  schools  have 
done  to  make  you  go  to  classes  when  you  were  in  school? 

A 

No. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like 
to  return  to  school? 

A 

They  are  very  good  the  way  they  are  right  now  and  they  are  pro- 
gressing more. 

Q 

What  school  were  you  in? 

A 

Tarver  I dropped  from  the  6th  grade. 

Q 

How  was  school? 

A 

It  was  ok,  but  sometimes  they  would  send  you  back  to  a lower  grade; 
for  example,  some  of  our  reading  labs. 

Q 

Did  you  like  the  way  they  send  you  back? 

A 

No. 

Q 

How  were  the  teachers  in  Tarver? 

A 

They  were  nice  and  they  taught  ok  too,  but  like  I told  you,  they 
would  send  you  back  to  a lower  grade.  You  took  longer. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  they  don't  change  anything? 

A 

I don't  think  so. 

Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

I don’t  regret  it. 

. Q 

Do  you  need  school? 

A 

Yes,  I need  the  studies  because  now  that  I am  working  I know  that 
I need  an  education,  but  I think  I wouldn’t  have  stayed  in  that 
•chool.  If  I,  had  been  in  another  school  ov  if  I had  had  another 
opportunity  I would  have  stayed  in  school. 
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What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  In  school? 

Th*y  wanted  me  to  stay  but  I didnrt  want  to  stay*  I was  In  the 
6th  grade  and  I was  going  to  be  16  years  old  then  I was  promoted 
to  the  7th  grade  and  I knew  that  I was  going  to  be  another  year 
and  since  1 am  a little  haz'd  headed  I decided  it  was  better  to 
look  for  a job.  In  Tarver  they  will  put  you  in  the  grade  according 
to  your  reading  level  and  when  I came  to  Tarver  I was  in  the  5th 
grade  but  they  put  roe  in  the  3rd  grade  so  it  took  me  more  time 
and  X got  discouraged* 

What  could  they  have  done? 

They  would  have  liked  for  me  to  stay  in  school  but  I didn't  want 
to  stay  in  school. 

What  would  have  to  hoppen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school ? 

Nothing* 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

My  studies.  What  I dldnrt  learn  when  I was  in  school. 

What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Have  wanted  to  stay  in  school. 

Do  you  think  that  if  you  had  like  to  stay  you  would  have  stayed? 

Yea , I liked  it,  but  I got  discouraged  when  they  sent  me  to  a lower 
grade  when  I was  in  Tarver. 

What  could  you  d j now  to  return  to  school? 

I would  like  to  return  to  school  to  learn  what  I didn't  learn. 

Ia  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  re- 
turn to  school?  * 


A No. 

q What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A Having  changed  me  to  a lower  grade. 

Q What  would  make  you  return  to  school? 

Q { If  they  would  give  me  another  chance  to  study  more. 
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How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

I am  better  off  a little  bit  but  I still  need  school. 

In  what  ways  are  you  better  off? 

Well  I am  working  in  a Minimax  Store  and  when  I dropped  school  I 
di  *V  {.  do  anything . 

In  what  ways  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I am  worst  off  because  I need  school. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

It  all  depends. 

If  you  were  in  the  same  situation  would  you  leave  school? 

I don't  know  maybe  not. 

How  would  you  have  liked  the  situation  to  be  so  that  you  wouldn't 
have  dropped,  you  mentioned  the  problems  you  had  in  5th  grade? 

Yes,  if  it  wasn't  for  that  I would  have  been  a lot  more  ahead. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

I don't  think  anyone  should  drop  school  because  school  is  the  most 
important  thing. 

What  is  a good  reason  for  dropping  school? 

For  those  that  cannot  make  it  or  that  is  very  poor  to  go  to  school. 
How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  encourage  me. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  gave  me  advise.  They  told  me  that  school  was  the  best  thing 
they  could  give  me. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

I don't  know,  if  they  could  give  me  school. 

What  kind  of  school  would  you  like? 

164 


r: 


Ml  3- 36 


A I would  like  to  go  to  night  classes  where  they  would  teach  me  the 

most  important  things. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like 

to  do? 

A Butcher  because  I have  worked  doing  that. 


o 

ERIC 


165 


HU. -37;  16;  5-25-66;  5;  5. 


What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
clashes? 

Well  I didn’t  like  school.  I was  missing  a lot  of  school  because 
we  went  up  north  and  we  were  always  retained  every  year  even  when 
we  made  good  grades,  I just  got  to  the  5th  grade. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like 
to  go  to  classes? 


I never 
we  went 


liked  it  since  the  beginning.  I liked  it  some  but  when 
up  north  I started  missing  the  final  tests  and  everything. 


What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like 
to  return  to  school? 

Well,  nothing  because  I wanted  to  go  to  school  sometimes  and  some 
times  I didn * t . 


What  could  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school’1 


I would  like  to  go  but.... 

How  would  you  like  the  schools  to  be  changed  so  that  you  would  go? 


Giving  me  school.  Trying  to  teach  me  to  read  and  all  of  that  because 
I cannot  read  in  English  and  I always  wanted  to  learn.  If  they  would 
pay  me  while  going  to  school  it  would  be  better  because  you  see  I 
got  married  last  year  and  I don’t  have  a job  right  now.  I would 
like  to  learn  a trade  no  matter  what  it  is  as  long  as  I like  it. 


What  could  the  schools  have  done  when  you  came  back  so  that  you 
would  have  stayed  in  school? 

Well  now  it  is  too  late  because  I always  had  my  grades  up  but  when 
we  started  going  north  fcy  grades  went  down  and  I decided  it  was 
better  to  drop  because  I wasn’t  learning  anything. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  was  done? 

Well  if  they  would  pay  me  yes  because  I don’t  have  a Job  and  my 
wife  is  going  to  have  a baby  in  September  and  I don't  have  any 
money  for  the  hospital. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Because  you  see  I was  operated  on  for  ay  eyes.  I couldn't  see 
straight  I used  to  see  to  the  sides  and  that  is  another  reason 
I dropped  school. 
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Whit  do  you  need  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped  attending? 

Moru  education* 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  m3ke  you  stay  In  school? 

My  father  and  ray  mother  would  send  me  to  school  but  I didnTt  go  I 
would  mls9  a lot  of  tests  and  everything  so  I just  decided  to  drop* 

Could  you  tell  ns  why  you  didn't  like  school?  Was  there  any  parti- 
cular reason? 

Well  l liked  it  at  the  beginning  but  *ien  ve  started  going  north 
and  missing  a lot  of  school  I just  didn't  like  it  anymore. 

What  cou)d  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to 
school" 

They  did  what ‘they  could  but  we  were  retained.  Ve  always  left  one 
or  two  nonths  before  school  ended.  We  would  miss  all  final  exams 
so  we  were  retained  all  the  time. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  or  what  could  the  schools  have  done 
so  that  you  could  take  the  tests  when  you  came  back?  Did  you 
stay  all  summer  up  north? 

Sometimes  we  would  stay  6 months  sometimes  all  yeir  and  we  would 
be  retained  again.  Before  I was  16  years  old  the  teacher  told  me 
if  I couldn't  learn  anything  then  something  was  wrong  with  me. 

If  I was  sick  or  something,  or  if  I was  crazy  or  roroething.  She 
didn't  say  it  exactly  like  that  but  that  is  what  she  meant. 

What  could  the  schools  or  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to 
help  you  stay  in  school? 

They  could  have  given  me  the  tests  before  I left  or  after  I came 
back.  They  could  have  given  me  the  testes  every  time  I was 
retained  because  I used  to  get  all  the  same  books  every  year. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  help  you? 

Well  when  1 went  to  classes  I used  to  get  my  eyes  very  red  and  the 
teacher  would  ask  me  why.  I couldn't  read  the  letters  right  so 
they  sent  me  to  the  clinic  to  see  the  eye  specialist  and  he 
operated  on  me  and  it  didn't  co9t  us  any  tacney.  I am  very  stubborn 
and  they  told  me  not  to  watch  television  and  I used  to  do  it  all 
the  time  because  I liked  it  but  my  eyes  got  redder  so  I Just  miss 
school  and  the  tests.  I decided  not  to  go  anymore.  My  parents 
insisted  that  l go;  but  I didn’t  want  to  go  anymore. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  hone  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 
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A I would  have  to  know  English  before  I could  go  to  study,  start  learning 

more  English  little  by  little.  My  wife  wants  me  to  go  to  school 
and  learn  a trade  or  something  but  you  know  how  we  are  embarrassed  to 
go  to  school  when  you  are  too  old.  You  want  to  learn  but  that  same 
shame  wouldn't  let  you  learn. 

q Would  you  go  to  school  if  they  had  special  English  classes? 

A I would  but  I don't  have  a car.  I cannot  go  anywhere.  I need  the 

license.  I need  English.  I need  a lot  of  things.  I dcn't  know 
how  to  drive  they  told  me  to  learn  but  I didn't  want  to.  I was 
very  dumb  when  I was  in  school.  I did  like  school  but  when  I 
started  going  out  with  my  friends,  good  by  school. 

Q Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happen? 

A I don't  see  why  not. 

q What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 

attending? 

A Well,  friends  are  married,  they  are  all  in  Vietnam  and  school  if 

they  had  a program,  I would  go.  Even  if  I had  to  walk,  it  wouldn't 
matter. 

q Would  you  like  to  go  to  adult  education? 

A Yes  something  like  that  because  I need  money.  My  wife  is  the  only 

thing  that  is  bothering  me  right  now. 

Q What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A Stay  in  school,  stop  gsing  out  with  my  friends. 

Q What  could  you  do  now? 

A If  there  was  a program,  where  I could  get  paid;  I would  go.  If  I 

could  go  to  that  program  and  if  I was  progreeaing  in  school  I would 
stay  till  I get  my  diploma  and  go  to  college  or  something. 

q la  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school? 

A I need  money,  that  is  the  most  important. 

Are  you  working  now? 

No,  I've  received  two  letters  from  the  employment  office;  one  about 
a certain  job  and  the  other  from  Indiana.  I told  them  that  I had 
already  left  the  other  one  and  they  said  that  ttv»y  weren't  going 
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to  send  me  anymore  offers,  as  if  they  were  going  to  punish  me 
for  dropping  the  job. 

Q If  you  had  a job  could  you  go  to  night  classes? 

A Yes. 

Q what  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A My  wife,  now. 

Q When  you  where  in  school  what  made  you  leave  school? 

A I didn’t  like  it  anymore  and  when  I started  going  out  with  my  friends. 

Q What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A If  they  would  give  me  more  school  so  that  I could  start  learning 

English,  sent‘me  letters. 

Q How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A They  have  sent  me  a lot  of  letters  from  school  asking  me  to  go  to 

school  but  I got  into  my  head  that  I can’t  do  it  but  I ne^d  it. 
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How  are  you  better  off? 

1 know  a little  English  but  my  si3ter-in-lav  has  to  read  my  mail 
to  me . 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

Not  studying  anything.  I don’t  read  anything  except  papers  they 
sent.  I need  English  knowing  how  to  read  and  write. 

If  you  had  to  do  It  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

No,  I would  have  to  stay  if  I was  learning. 

If  you  were  progressing  would  you  stay? 

Yes.  • 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

I don't  know  because  we  all  get  to  an  age  where  you  just  lose  in- 
terest in  school.  After  you  start  liking  girls,  you  lose  interest 
in  school,  of  course,  you  attend  but  you  don’t  pay  as  much  attention. 

Is  that  the  reason,  you  might  say,  some  drop  school? 
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Yea  because  that  is  the  way  it  happen  with  me*  I got  more  interested 
in  ray  wife  than  in  school.  I met  her  since  I was  16  we  are  the 
same  age. 

How  old  were  you  when  you  dropped  school? 

16. 

How  did5  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  encourage  me  to  drop. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  toJd  me  that  if  I didn't  want  to  go  to  school  that  they 
didn’t  want  rae  there  at  home.  That  I had  to  go  to  work  so  it  was 
between  school  and  work.  I decided  to  work  even  if  I had  to  work 
in  labor  but  school  wasn't  any  good  for  me. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

If  they  would  give  me  school.  I don't  know  I have  a very  strange 
character.  I would  not  raise  my  head  to  look  at  people  when  I am 
talking  with  them  because  of  what  they  told  me  at  Buenos  Aires 
School. 

What  did  they  tell  you? 

Well,  that  I couldn't  see  right,  that  if  I was  sick  and  all  of  that. 
So  I got  angry  and  I didn't  go  to  school  anymore  and  that  is  when 
I got  operated.  I was  two  years  out  of  school  and  the  teacher  would 
come  home  and  ask  me  why  i didn't  go  to  school  and  I would  tell 
him  that  I didn't  go  to  school.  He  said  that  if  I didn't  like  to 
go  to  school  I was  going  to  go  to  jail  and  I said  that  I was  ready 
to  go . 

How  old  were  you  then? 

About  18. 

The  people  came  after  the  5th  grade  to  check  your  attendance  at 
school? 

Yea,  and  they  asked  me  what  was  wrong  with  me,  why  I didn't  pass 
and  1 wouldn't  ask  them  why  they  questioned  me,  Because  they 
would  tell  me  many  things  bad  in  school*  And  1 wouldn't  tell 
my  folks  anything  here  at  hoifte. 

What  do  you  think  the  teachers  could  have  done? 
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A They  could  base  done  something.  I didn't  like  to  go  out,  but 

when  I met  some  friends  I started  going  out.  My  parents  told 
me  to  stay  away  from  them  that  I would  begin  missing  school, 
and  that  I wouldn't  want  to  go  anymore*  What  for?  They  would 
encourage  me.  anyway  if  you  were  late  they  would  punish  you  in 
school. 

Q You  don't  think  that  the  people  could  have  done  anything? 

A Well,  once  a person  doesn't  want  to,  there  is  no  use  in  forcing 

him.  Once  a person  decides  that  he  doesn't  want  to  go;  he  goes 
only  because  hie  parents  want  him  to,  but  he  can  always  say  that 
he  goes*  but  doesn't  go. 

Q What  could  be  done  now? 

A If  they  would  come  home  for  a few  weeks  to  help  me  catch  up 

with  the  rest. 
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Q What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

classes? 

A Nothing. 

Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 

go  to  classes? 

A I didn't  like  that  school. 

Q What  school  were  you  in? 

A Tarver. 

q Why  didn't  you  like  it? 

A It  wasn't  very  pretty  and  they  are  always  looking  for  fights. 

q If  you  have  changed  to  another  school  would  you  have  stayed? 

A Yes,  but  the  principal  said  I could  not  change  to  another  school, 

that  I had  to  stay  there. 

Q Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

A Yes. 

Q What  would  have  to  happen  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like 

to  return  to  school? 

A The  teachers  were  ok  but  the  students  were  very  pachucos.  It  wasn't 

the  same  when  I was  in  McDonald.  They  sent  roe  with  low  class  people. 

Q How  long  were  you  in  McDonald? 

A One  year  and  then  they  sent  me  to  Tarver,  it  was  too  far  away  I had 

to  take  two  buses  that  was  another  reason  I didn't  like  it  over  there, 


Q 

A 
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Bow  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I don't  regret  it  right  now,  maybe  later  on. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

They  wanted  me  to  go  to  school.  They  wanted  to  send  me  to  San 
Antonio  to  study  over  there,  but  I was  too  old.  I didn't  want  to 
go  to  school  anymore. 

What  could  your  parenta  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
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Nothing  tried  all  their  best  but  I didn't  want  to  go. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Nothing,  I have  what  I need. 

If  you  had  the  opportunity  to  return  to  school  would  you  return 
to  school? 

Yea. 

Would  they  let  you  return  to  school  at  home? 

Yes,  that  is  just  what  they  want. 

Then  there  is  nothing  that  Is  keeping  you  from  going  to  school? 
No,  there  is  nothing  to  stop  me. 

What  6 o you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Nothing. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Put  all  my  best  to  learn. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Just  if  I want  to  go. 

Do  you  want  to  return  to  school? 

It  depends  what  school  I would  go. 

Would  you  go  to  a government  program  where  they  had  classes  like 
adult  education?  Would  you  go? 

I don't  know.  I would  have  to  see  first. 

Would  you  go  to  see  how  it  was? 

Yes,  because  1 didn't  like  that  other  school. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 


Are  you  working  ? 

No . 

Would  you  say  that  your  experience  in  the  school  was  what  made  you 
drop? 

Yes . 

Could  you  say  anything  else  about  the  schools? 

In  the  first  place  it  was  too  far,  second  because  they  would  always 
look  for  fights*  If  you  didn't  smell  what  they  would  tell  you  to, 
they  would  make  fun  of  you  or  pick  on  you  to  fight.  They  would 
make  trouble . 

Was  it  glue? 

Yes,  they  smelled  that  stuff  or  sometimes  they  were  smoking  Mariguana 
Then  I told  my  father  that  I didn't  want  to  go  to  school  anymore  be- 
cause of  what  I told  you  and  he  said  that  if  I didn't  want  to  go  to 
that  school  anymore  to  drop.  They  would  send  me  to  San  Antonio  and 
then  I didn't  want  to  go  to  San  Antonio  and  then  i didn't  want  to  go 
to  San  Antonio  and  they  kept  insisting  to  go  but  I didn't  want  to  go. 

Did  the  school  try  to  make  you  go  back? 


No. 

Why  didn't  you  want  to  go  to  San  Antonio? 

I don't  know. 

Would  you  like  to  go  to  San  Antonio  now? 

I don't  know  it  depends  how  it  was. 

What  would  make  you  return  to  school  now? 

I don't  know.. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  achool? 

When  I drop  achool  I went  to  study  cook  training. 
Where? 

Here  in  Lare’o,  it  was  a program. 
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Q 

What  type  of  program? 

A 

I don't  recall  the  name  but  you  applied  at  the  employment  office. 
They  gave  me  a diploma  of  cook  training  when  1 finished.  I got 
work  at  the  bakery  and  I have  been  working  there  for  two  years. 

Q 

Do  you  have  a regular  job? 

A 

Yes,  but  I am  in  vacations  now  X would  return  to  work  in  September, 
1 am  a baker  there. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

Well*  I don’t  have  a very  low  job  like  some  that  work  picking  up 
trash  so  I don't  think  I am  too  worst. 

q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

No,  I don't  think  so. 

Q 

Would  you. have  stayed  in  Tarver? 

A 

No,  if  it  were  at  another  school,  yes. 

q 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

A 

They  all  have  their  own  personal  reasons  for  dropping. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  didn’t  they  didn't  want  me  to  drop. 

q 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  didn't  want  me  to  stay  here  at  home.  They  changed  their  minds 
when  I told  them  about  the  things  that  happen  in  school.  They  said 
that  I night  get  bad  habits  like  the  other  students.  They  told  me 
to  drop  with  one  condition,  that  I would  go  to  San  Antonio.  After 
I dropped,  I didn't  want  to  go, 

q 

What  did  they  do? 

A 

They  didn't  give  roe  any  money  for  some  time  to  punish  me. 

Q 

What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A 

I don't  know. 

Q 

What  is  keeping  you  from  going  to  school? 
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A 

My  age. 

o 

Do  you  know  that  they  had  adult  education? 

A 

Yes  and  I could  go  to  night  classes  but  I am  embarrassed. 

Q 

How  could  this  be  changed? 

A 

If  they  had  students  my  age  not  older  people  like  23  or  24  years 
old. 

Q 

How  would  you  like  the  classes  to  be? 

A 

At  night  because  most  of  them  work  so  that  they  could  go  to  school 
at  night  and  work  during  the  day. 

0 

Do  you  think  they  should  pay  you? 

A 

Well,  if  you  are  working  during  the  day  it  wouldn't  matter. 

Q 

What  courses  do  you  think  they  should  teach?  Which  do  you  think 
are  the  most  important  ones? 

A 

Spelling  and  English. 

Q 

How  would  you  like  to  be  taught? 

A 

I don't  know. 

Q 

Do  you  like  the  teaching  methods  they  v <ve  now? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

If  vou  could  vo-*k  a c anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do?  - 

A 

Fashion's  designer.  My  cousin  is  teaching  me  and  I am  learning. 

Q 

Do  you  think  you  might  have  a chance  to  study  It  later  on? 

A 

Yes,  that  is  what  I want  to  do.  You  know  to  learn  more,  to  be 
something  better. 

- Q 

Do  you  think  the  schools  couldn't  provide  you  with  proper  education? 

A 

If  I would  have  continue  In  this  school  yes;  the  problem  came  when 
they  sent  me  to  that  Target  school. 

Q 

What  else  could  you  do  to  keep  on  going? 
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Well,  I have  applied  to  this  new.  factory.  They  are  going  to 
open  where:  they  are  going  to  make  coats.  They  said  they  would 
answer  me  this  week  so  I am  waiting.  If  not  I am  going  back 
to  work  ai  the  bakery  but  I would  like  it  better  over  there 
because  I would  be  learning  more  of  what  I like. 

Where  else  could  you  apply? 

I could  go  to  Fort  Worth,  like  I had  planned  and  stay  with  my 
brother's  friends,  then  work  where  they  work. 

Would  you  like  to  leave  Laredo? 

Sometimes  yes  and  sometimes  no;  for  example,  I worked  over  there 
with  my  brother  for  5 months  in  Fort  Worth. 

Where  did  you  work? 

At  a furnisher  factory,  but  I only  lasted  4 months  and  returned  to 
Laredo;  you  miss  your  town. 

Would  you  like  to  attend  school  there  in  Fort  Worth? 

There,  yes;  the  people  are  a lot  different.  Here  there  are  just???? 
and  it's  just  no  good.  I can't  accustom  myself  to  that  type  of 
people. 

Could  you  think  of  anything  else  to  say  about  the  schools? 

Well,  if  they  have  more  discipline  with  the  kids.  They  have  in 
Tarver  because  they  are  very  dangerous.  They  stabbed  me  one  time 
because  I didn't  want  to  do  what  they  said.  And  that's  ar other 
reason  I dropped. 

How  old  were  they? 

About  16,  17%,  18,  18  but  they  were  low  class  people. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

A 

Nothing  because  1 got  sick.  1 had  kidney  trouble.  I missed  about 
a half  year  because  of  sickness.  Especially  during  exams. 

0 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like 
to  go  to  classes? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

\ 

0 

Nothing  because  the  service  is  going  to  call  me  in  about  30  days. 

If  you  didn't  have  to  go  to  the  service  would  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

Work  for  one  thing.  It's  hard  to  find  it. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  makes  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  in  your  home  life  before  you  would  like 
to  return  tc  school? 

A 

Nothing.  ✓ 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

My  friends. 

Q 

What  could  you  personally  ha\o  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Nothing  I tried  to  do  what  T could.  As  1 told  you,  I got  sick. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

I would  try  again  naybe  finish  school  in  the  army. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

No. 
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What  single  thin*  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I was  sick.  I had  kidney  trouble  and  I had  to  be  operated. 

What  would  result  If  you  would  return  to  school? 

I don't  know. 

In  what  wavs  do  you  really  feel  that  you  are  better  off  since 
leaving  school? 

I can  do  more  things,  then  at  the  same  time  you  can’t  do  anything. 

Could  you  Rive  us  an  example  of  the  things  you  can  do? 

1 don't  have  to  worry  about  studying  or  about  tests  or  anything, 
whatever  comes  up. 

What  are  some  of  the  things  you  can1 t do? 

Like  I say,  jobs,  you  can't  get  a very  good  one. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I don't  know. 

If  you  had  to  do  It  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

Of  course . 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

Well,  none,  but  If  the  teacher  is  too  hard,  they  get  after  you  in 
a way  it  Is  silly . 

What  do  you  think  is  a good  reason  for  dropping  school? 

None. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  encourage  me. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  ycu  to  drop  school? 

They  tola  me  it  was  going  to  be  hard  after  I got  well  and  that  I( 
didn't  have  enough  education.  I didn't  care  to  go  V ck.  I dldn  t 
want  to  go  back. 
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Q Then  it  was  y<lur  decision  to  drop? 

A Yes* 

q How  long  were  )lou  out  after  the  operation? 

A I didn't  finish  the  year. 

\ 

q What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A If  I want  to,  I 'would  go  by  myself. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like 

to  do? 

\ 

A Electronics.  i 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  s(  bools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

A 

School  was  alright.  I didn*t  rilnd  going  to  school  but  I was  kind 
of  slow  in  learning. 

Q 

What  could  the  teachers  have  done  to  help  you? 

; 

A 

Nothing . 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

A 

Nothing.  • 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

• A 

Nothing  I don’t  have  anything  against  school  it  was  Just  home  pro- 
blems that  keeps  me  back# 

Q 

The  way  the  situation  is  right  now  could  you  go  to  school? 

A 

Yes,  I could. 

Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

I am  taking  the  G.E.D.  courses.  I am  going  to  finish  school  through 
the  government.  It  is  going  to  take  me  about  1 and  a half  years*  Then 
I am  going  to  take  a test  amd  a refresher  course  to  get  my  G.E.D.  for 
College. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  why  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

No . 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

Nothing,  it  was  my  own  choice. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  schpol? 

» 

A 

Nothing* 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped  attending? 
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Nothing. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Nothing,  I don't  have  anything  against  the  school  system  it  was 
alright  but  I had  been  called  by  the  draft  amd  since  I was  slow 
in  learning  so  I decided  to  join  the  service. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

I am  returning  to  school  in  September  but  they  are  going  to  be 
night  courses. 

Do  you  plan  to  work? 

Yes,  but  I don't  have  a job  yet. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 


No. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstanc^  made  you  drop  school? 

I was  slow  in  learning  and  since  the  school  system  works  in  a group. 
You  might  say  everyone  passes  and  you  stay  behind  also  the  draft 
was  after  me  so  it  was  between  school  and  joining  the  service  so 
I decided  to  join  the  service. 

What  is  the  one  thing  that  made  you  drop  school? 

Well  because  1 was  going  to  have  to  turn  in  my  six  weeks  grades  to 
the  local  board  and  if  I wasn't  passing  they  were  going  to  take 
me,  so  I thought  it  w.ts  better  to  drop  because  I was  a little  over- 
age. 


What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

1 have  to  get  my  high  school  diploma.  1 had  planned  to  get  it  all 
along  but  since  I Has  kind  of  slow  I couldn't  keep  up  with  the 
crowd. 

How  are  yo  i better  off  ainca  leaving  school? 

In  tha  Army  you  dont  learn  anything  about  school,  Just  how  to  respect 
yourself,  and  that  I had  learned  that  at  home.  Well,  really  the  army 
taught  me  everything  I knew,  it  did  a little  aa  as  far  as  English  is 
concerned* 

Do  you  feel  that  you  are  better  off  with  the  army’ 
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yes,  I am  better  through  the  army;  if  l wouldn’t  have  been  wounded 
I might  still  be  in  the  army. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I don't  think  I am  worst  off;  but  like  l asid,  I think  I made  a 
mistake  in  dropping  out  of  school. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

I guess  I would. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

I think  everyone  has  its  own  reasons.  People  just  like  to  ride 
around,  I did  like  school  but  I had  a lot  of  catch  ng  up 

Could  you  think  of  any  good  reason  for  dropping  school? 

I don't  think  they  should  drop  school.  It  only  takes  a little 
effort  But  like  I said  before  things  started  closing  on  me  the 
J.XVJE  finance,  probl.M  at  hoM.  I Ju.t  had  to  go  out. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  it  was  all 'my  decision. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  left  it  up  to  me.  And  anyway  I had  to  go  to  the  on* 

timll  or  another  so  I decided  to  do  it  now  and  get  it  over  wi  h, 
ao  I could  be  free  to  plan  other  things. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

If  they  have  night  classes  from  4-10  so  that  everyone  could  get 
their  diploma.  A refresher  course. 

Where  are  you  taking  the  G.E.D.  courses  you  were  talking  about? 

In  Laredo  Junior  College. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like 
to  do' 

Wall  befors  I joined  the  service  I took  the  civil  service  exam  because 
Juried  to  be  a policeman  and  T passed  and  everything.  And  I was 
going  to  start  but  I got  a letter  from  the  dtfft  board  and 
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go  to  Vietnam  and  I was  vounded-in  the  head.  They  couldn’t  take 
me  for  the  policeman  courses  when  I came  back  because  of  physical 
defect. 

Q What  would  you  like  to  do  now?  - 

A A salesmen  in  a men’s  clothing  store  or  something  like  that. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go 
to  school? 

If  they  had  wanted  they  could  have  asked  me  to  stay  in  school  but 
they  didn’t  say  anything. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

Yes  if  they  had  talked  to  meJ  If  the  teachers  had  changed  if  they 
had  changed  my  schedule,  tha£  would  be  better. 


How  were  the  teachers? 


Well,  they  all  knew  me  and  l couldn't  do  anything  because  they  would 
sent  me  to  the  office  immediately  because  I had  been  expelled  from 
achool  before.  So  I was  ahold  to  do  anything  because  they  would 
aend  me  to  the  office  and /that  is  why  I didn  t want  to. 


What  would  have  to  be  doge  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school?  / 


A Nothing. 


Mother 


I think  that  the  teachers  should  have  more  understanding 
for  the  students  because  they  can't  do  anything  because 
they  would  send  them  home.  They  should  forgive  some  of 
the  things  they  do  because  instead  of  helping  the  student 
they  are  forcing  them  to  drop  from  school.  More  so,  if 
the  student  is  going  to  school  because  he  has  to  and  then 
they  treat  them  incorrectly.  It  forces  them  to  drop 
school.  That  is  why  a lot  of  kids  drop.  I think  they 
should  have  a little  more  understanding.  Instead  of 
helping  them  they  try  to  ruin  them.  They  should  give 
them  confidence  so  that  they  return. 


What  school  were  you  ini 


A Christen. 

q Would  you  have  liked  to  return  if  they  would  have  changed  the  teachers? 


A Yes. 


Mother 


Maybe  he  is  going  to  have  trouble  going  back  to  school 
we  have  to  see  if  they  accept  him. 


How  do  you  regret  hiving  left  school? 

Wall,  I would  have  finish  school  if  I had  not  dropped.  But  since 
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I dropped  before  school  ended  I didn’t  pass  to  10th. 

Q Do  you  plan  to  return  to  school? 

A Yes,  maybe,  if  they  accept  me. 

Q What  could  youjr  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A It* was  too  late  to  go  to  another  school  because  it  was  only  a 

month  before  school  ended. 

Mother  He  said  that  he  was  going  to  drop  because  they  had 

said  that  if  he  did  anything  else,  they  would  ex- 
pell  him  dnd  he  thought  he  could  do  better  next 
year. 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

Mother  I don’t  think  he  understands  the  question,  or  maybe  it 

is  I who  doesn’t. 


A It  wasn’t  my  parents  it  was  in  school.  If  they  had  changed  my 

schedule  because  the  teachers  I had  couldn’t  atand  me.  I went  to 
see  if  they  could  change  my  schedule  but  they  said  they  couldn’t 
change  it  because  It  was  too  late  and  that  I couldn’t  stay  if  I 
wanted  or  not. 

Q What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school? 


A Nothing. 

Q What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 

attending? 

A Nothing. 


Q What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 


A Yes,  I could  have  done  something.  But  they  told  me  that  if  I did 

something  wrong  like  going  to  class  late  or  something  they  would 
expell  me.  They  were  all  against  me. 

Q Did  the  principal  say  that? 


A Yes. 


Q Do  you  think  you  could  have  done  anything? 


A Yes,  but  the  moment  I did  anything  they  would  Jump  on  me. 
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What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  achool? 

I am  going  to  start  again  but  I have  to  see  if  they  would  accept  me. 
How  would  you  change? 

I am  going  to  try  to  behave  in  sichool  to  see  if  it  is  not  the  same 
way  as  last  year • 

How  would  you  like  the  teachers  to  treat  you? 

Just  right. 

I think  that  if  the  teachers  had  a little  more  ccn- 
aideration  for  the  students  and  if  he  puts  his  share 
I think  he  would  do  ok.  Ri,ght  here  at  home  he  does 
not  need  anything.  He  has  clean  clothes  all  the^ 
time  and  we  never  say  anything  to  him,  but  I dor.  t 
know  if -they  would  accept  him  because  he  began  going 
out  with  the  boye  and  began  skipping.  Just  as  long  as 
both  put  their  part  aa  far  as  he  is  concerned  he  11 
put  his  part;  maybe  they  can't;  maybe  the  rules  would 
let  him.  Maybe  the  rules  are  made  to  orient  the  student 
out  of  school  or  something.  F.veryone  should  put  their 
part,  especially  bin. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

Because  they  told  me  that  I couldn't  do  anything  else  or  they  would 
expell  me.  So  I thought  It  was  better  to  drop  than  being  expelled. 
They  used  to  tell  me  a lot  of  things  that  discouraged  me. 

Like  what? 

That  I wouldn't  have  to  be  late  to  class  and  that  If  I did  something 
wrong  they  were  going  to  expell  me.  And  so  1 thought  It  would  be 
better  to  drop. 

What  would  make  you  return  to  school? 

Wanting  to  finish  achool. 

Are  you  better  off  airce  leaving  school? 


Mo. 

How  ore  you  Worst  off  since  leaving  school? 
I aa  not  worst  off  elthsr. 
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Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A Depends  on  the  circumstances  I would  be  in* 

Q If  you  were  in  the  same  circumstances  you  were  before  would  you  drop 

school? 

A I think  so  or  I would  go  to  another  school. 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  everyone  should  drop  school? 

A When  they  know  they  are  not  going  to  make  it* 

Mother  He  has  never  thought  of  dropping  school.  And  he  can 

mak<a  it  because  he  has  the  intelligence*  He  has  never 
fail  any  course  but  I don't  know  what  happen  this  year, 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

Mother  We  didn't  encourage  nim  ve  discouraged  hit*. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  told  me  to  finish  school. 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A Nothing*  Just  if  I could  get  along  with  the  teachers* 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  tr  what  would  you  like 


to  do? 
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Q What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

classes? 

A No  vsa  Just  that  I didn’t  like  it  anymore.  My  mind  was  made  up. 

I vas  forcing  myself  to  go  and  the  teachers  didn’t  care  for  me.  At 
least  that  is  my  opinion  from  what  I saw.  They  didn't  have  any 
interest  or  willingness  to  be  teachers  except  for  a few  of  them,  but 
that  was  about  it. 

Q What  school  were  you  in? 

A Martin,  all  the  teachers  there  wouldn’t  do  anything  from  their  part 

to  help  you.  They  didn’t  care.  I had  one  teacher,  last  year  I was 
in  school,  she  was  my  English  teacher;  I think  she  was  Mrs.  Sorrell 
sha  was  a real  teacher,  not  like  the  others  t had. 

Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 

go  to  classes?  The  principals  or  the  teachers  or  anybody  have  done? 

A Well  first  of  all  ever  since  you  are  in  the  elementary  grades  you 

are  always  afraid  of  talking  to  the  principal  or  the  vice  principal. 
One  always  had  in  mind  that  he  is  the  bad  fellow.  There  is  a gap. 

You  cannot  talk  to  the*  when  you  have  a problem,  at  least  that  is 
my  opinion.  I don*t  know  why  you  are  really  afraid  but  you  are  just 
the  gap  between  the  students  and  the  faculty  because  when  you  go 
into  their  offices  they  would  act  too  big  and  they  uiake  you  feel 
worst*  I think  that  is  wrong  for  them  to  be  that  way. 

Q What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A Right  now  it  is  too  late  for  me.  For  someone  that  might  enjoy  this 

I vould  like  the  schools  to  be  more  closer  student-faculty  relation- 
ships. That  the  teachers  be  just  like  friends  that  you  can  talk  to 
them.  Sometimes  if  I had  a problem,  I could  go  and  talk  to  the 
teachera  .and  they  would  help  me  but  they  are  not  that  way. 

Q Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

A Yes.  I am  still  taking  classes  like  income  tax  because  I work  in 

the  K & R Block  and  every  fear  I have  to  take  classes  so  I can  go 
back  to  the  job.  I have  never  stopped  taking  classes  I have  ell 
kinds  of  books,  English,  American  History  and  all  different  types. 

Q How  do  you  regret  having  left  achool? 

A Well,  at  first  I regreted  not  having  my  diploma  because  it  Is 

very  necessary,  Then  t got  married  and  I went  to  Chicago  and  I 
* got  two  or  three  diplomas  as  tnginetrlng  technician  I was  over 
there  two  years*  I went  to  achool  in  Hartford  Connecticut,  I 
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was  sent  by  a company  so  now  V.  don*t  r/egret  it*  My  attitude  has 
changed  corpletely,  but  before  I regret  it  because  they  would 
always  ask  you  for  the  diploma,  but  ryow  I have  some  education,  I 
am  not  saying  that  I ^ight  not  need  fay  high  school  education. later 
on  but  I don't  know. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  otay  in  school? 

They  did  all  they  could.  They  gaye  and  gave  all  I needed  so  1 could 
stay  In  school  but  I had  my  mind  made  up. 

What  could  your  parents  have  dor^e  to  make  'rou  like  to  go  to  school? 

Kc,  because  my  mr^xitjhf.d  already  saved  money  for  me  to  go  to  college, 

I had  already  made  up  my  mind  ^nd  there  wasn't  anything  they  could 
have  done.  They  did  everything  possible. 

What  would  hsve  to  happen  in  your  home  life  before  >:u  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

1 would  have  to  have  someone  to  support  my  wife  and  my  little  girl. 

Would  ycu  return  to  school  if  you  could  support  your  wi to  and  baby 
while  you  were  going  to  school? 

Yea,  Juat  as  long  as  it  doesn't  interfere  with  my  work* 

Whattdo  you  miss  the  boat  from  school  nov  tha<;  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

1 don't  read  as  much  as  I used  to;  not  interesting  things-  For  example, 
you  read  the  news  papers  but  they  only  have  things  like  someone  gc  . 
killed  cr  something,  but  you  don't  read  interesting  things  where  you 
could  letm  from  like  the  stories  we  uo^d  to  read  in  English  Literature, 
They  ware  Intareating  and  they  had  a basic  idea  about  life.  The 
literature  today  is  all  based  on  sex  it1 a haid  to  find  a good  book 
while  at  school  you  Always  had  them,  1 used  to  have  two  study  halls 
the  lact  year  and  used  to  go  to  ^he  library  to  read,  1 noticed  that 
the  Martin  High  school  library  is  very  complete. 

What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  In  school? 

To  support  all  the  things  they  did  to  me  because  you  see  the  attitude 
backed  by  the  principal  and  the  vice  principal  vas  backward.  You 
cannot  talk  to  thfe  vice  principal  or  the  principal.  You  can  ask 
anyone  In  school  and  they  would  lc 11  you  the  same  thing*  You  would 
go  into  the  office  and  they  v'ould  send  you  oat*  They  v~>uld  tell 
you  to  go  home*  There  wasn't  any  understanding.  It  in  a ve*y 
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wrong  attitude.  You  mi^ht  say  a little  boy  would  have  the  same 
attitude  tlhey  have*  It  Is  just  something  bed.  It  is  only  the 
truth  that  I am  saying  thst  is  wha|  I didn't  like  about  the 
school. 

What  could  Jyou  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Try  to  put  op  with  them.  But  it  would  be  different  from  dropping 
now  ns  it  v^s  then. 

Would  you  aay  it  would  be  easier  now? 

Yes  because  when  you  are  older  you  have  more  patience.  I don’t  think 
I’ve  missed  much.  Because  I've  sow?  civil  service  book  that  I study, 

I 8 there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

No  . 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  ycu  drop  school? 

Nothing  that  couldn’t  be  changed.  It  was  Just  that  I had  this 
attitude  but  it  vse  just  that  I couldn't  get  along  with  them. 

There  were  a few  teachers  you  could  talk  to  or  truly  helped  the 
minute  you  stepped  in  they  ran  you  cut  of  the  office. 

Vhst  single  thing  or  circumstance  vould  result  in  your  returning 
to  school? 

Well,  for  another  person  that  would  go  they  should  have  more  student- 
teacher  relationships.  But  for  me  if  I would  return  and  it  Is  still 
the  e.ame  I would  drop.  But  for  someone  else  they  should  have  more 
closer  relationships.  They  should  help  you  because  when  you  go  over 
there  you  sre  afrtid  and  thst  is  very  wrong  attitude.  It  is  just 
like  when  you  go  free  Junior  high  school  to  high  school  and  they 
would  get  you  by  the  oars  the  first  time  you  sre  there,  you  are 
going  to  be  afraid  all  the  time  or  when  you  sre  going  from  the 
elementary  grade a to  the  Junior  high  school  level  you  have  to  get 
accustomed  to  going  to  different  classes  Instead  of  being  in  one 
class  ell  the  tir-e.  They  wouldn’t  help  you,  you  have  to  do  it 
on  your  own.  That  ia  very  wrong.  But  for  me  I have  already  pass 
though  thst  so  I knew  but  a youngsr  person  would  nor  go  through  it. 

Row  sre  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

I don’t  know  if  I am  better  off  or  not  but  I suppose  I sn  better 
off.  Since  leaving  school  every  time  I realize  I need  school  mere 
that  is  vhst  I have  noticed  since  leaving  school.  And  I an  better 
off  because  I used  to  be  kind  of  stubborn.  Maybe  we  are  all 
stubborn  when  we  ere  younger  because  the  older  the  people  don't  want 
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the  kids  to  tell  them  they  are  wrong.  They  always  want  to  say 
you  are  wrong. 

Kow  are  you  worst  oft  .since  leaving  school? 

That  I always  know  that  I an  doing  good.  I vent  to  put  up  a fighc 
and  right  now  if  you  put  up  a fight  anywhere  you  are  lost  much 
more  if  the  other  guy  is  older.  That  alwaya  happens  everywhere. 

That  is  why  I say  that  It  would  be  a great  help  if  they  had  better 
relationships  between  the  teachers  and  the  atudenta,  a joint  effort. 
It  doesn't  have  to  be  anything  big  but  just  something  where  they 
could  communicate  like  in  the  slide  rule  club.  It  isn't  anything 
very  big  but  you  can  get  along  very  nicely  with  the  teacher.  Not 
alJ  the  students  can  be  in  that  club  because  they  need  some  kind 
of  mathmatical  background.  But  if  they  had  more  clubs  like  that 
where  they  could  meet  the  teachers  and  talk  to  then?/  But  right 
now*  if  you  do  something  that  you  don't  know  whether  ie  right  or 
urong  they  would  juat  tell  you  it  ia  wrong  but  they  wouldn't 
explain  why,'  If  you  ask  them  why,  they  would  kick  you  out  of 
school,  I think  that  ifi  a wrong  attitude  and  we  need  to  have 
better  relations.  My  little  brother  who  is  in  the  7th  grade  came 
home  one  time  very  upset  because  he  said  that  they  were  voting  in 
the  cites  for  president  when  they  were  having  elections.  All  the 
class  had  voted  for  Humphrey  and  he  had  voted  for  Nixon  and  that 
the  teacher  wanted  hirv  to  change  his  vote  and  that  they  had  made 
fun  of  him*  but  he  didn't  change  the  vote.  He  wrote  a report 
saying  why  he  had  voted  for  Nixon  and  that  he  had  been  scold  for 
doing  that.  I think  that  is  very  vrong  because  they  tre  creating 
an  inferiority  complex  on  him  and  they  are  not  letting  him  make 
his  own  decisions. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

That  is  a hairy  question  but  it  is  a lot  easier  to  do  it  the  second 
time  because  like  they  say  when  you  steal  ^he  first  time  and  then 
you  steal  a second  time  it  is  easier  but  I don't  know,  I can't 
tell  you, 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

It  is  wrong.  Th*y  shouldn't  drop  schocl  unless  they  are  incapable, 
like  when  you  are  retared  because  they  would  slow  down  the  classes 
but  not  even  then  because  they  have  special  classes  for  them.  Under 
no  circumstance  should  they  drop. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  achool? 

Thay  din't  encourage  me  on  the  contrary. 


How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

This  didn’t  happer  in  cne  day  or  op*  week  it  took  time  X wasn’t 
happyciPuschool  and  I told  my  parents  but  they  would  always  say 
how  important  school  was.  They  would  ask  me  if  I need  something. 
If  I need  a job  they  would  give  me  a Job  here  where  they  have  s 
business,  but  it  had  been  working  on  me.  I just  couldn  t take  it 
anymore  I didn’t  like  the  way  they  acted  in  school  so  I didr.  t 
want  them,  to  treat®*  as  * P«PPet.  I didn't  went  them  to  pull  my 
strings  any  time  they  wanted. 

What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 


Well,  right  now  If  X v:  , I **  not  going  to  be  the  same  person  I used 
to  be.  I have  other  yerbonal  things  like  my  wife  and  the  baby  so  I 
would  take  it  more  seriously  and  probably  would  get  along  fine.  But 
I don't  want  anybody  to. pvJLl  my  strings,  I don't  know  why  they  alvay 
did  all  of  that  to  me. 


If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  vanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Self  employed,  but  I have  always  3 iked  mathematics. 


Would  you  like  to  be  an  engineer? 

Yes  but  my  brother  is  an  engineer  and  he  has  trouble  finding  a job 
he  has  to  work  on  the  roads. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
claeses? 

A 

Well  I drop  school  because  I didn't  like  school  and  X liked  to  work 
batter. 

Q 

What  could  the  teachers  or  anyone  in  school  have  done? 

A 

Nothing,  because  they  told  my  parents  to  sent  me  to  school  bat  my 
parents  needed  at  home  to  help  them  work  that  is  why  I couldn't  go 
back  to  school. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

A 

Well,  if  they  had  a program  in  which  you  would  work  £nd  go  to  school 
at  the  same  time  I sight  have  been  interested  In  going  back  to  school 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

If  they  had  classes  and  work  at  the  sare  time. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

If  Z had  finish  school  I could  have  a better  way  of  life  and  a 
better  jfcb. 

C 

Vast  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

If  they  had  force  me  by  the  lav  to  go,  but  since  my  parents  needed 
for  me  to  help  them  to  work  and  in  the  f Its t place  I didn't  like 
school  and  then  my  parents  needed  for  me  to  work  so  I just  didn't 
go  to  school. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

If  there  was  a abort  career  I could  learn. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done? 

A 

If  they  hed  force  ms  to  gobbut  I liked  to  work  end  I preferred  to 
stay  at  home  and  help  my  parents. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 
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If  there  was  a program  where  T could  go  to  school  and  support  ray 
family  because  I am  married  and  nov*  I h?ve  the  responsibility  to 
support  my  parents.  They  cannot  help  me. 

Would  you  return  to  school  If  this  happen? 

Yes. 

Would  you  return  to  night  classes? 

Yes  It  they  don't  Interfere  vlth  my  work. 

What  do  y'm  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

lhe  studies.  After  you  leave  school  you  don't  study  anything 
anymore  you  don't  do  any  math  you  don't  read  anything. 

What  could  yoif  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

If  I had  a Job  at  night  and  go  to  school. 

If  you  could  work  during  the  day  and  go  to  classes  at  night  would 
you  go? 

Yes  as  I said  before  If  It  doesn't  Interfere  vlth  my  work. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

1 would  do  all  I could. 

Is  there  anything  ydu  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

No . 

What  aingle  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

Being  poor. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

1 canid  have  an  easier  job  and  a better  way  of  Ufa. 

In  what  ways  are  you  raally  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

I aa  not  better  off , but  I am  not  worst  off. 

In  what  ways  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 
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A I don’t  study  anymore  and  I don't  have  a career.  I don't  have 

a profession. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  It  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A No. 

Q Under  what  circumstance*  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 

school? 

A If  their  parents  don't  have  enough  money  to  send  them  to  school. 

0 Do  you  think  that  working  is  a good  reason  for  dropping  school? 

4 No  but  when  you  don't  have  the  money  you  are  forced  to  leave 

school. 

Q Bow  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didnt  encourage  me.  They  wanted  me  to  go  to  school  but  they 

need  help  at  home  and  since  I didn't  like  school  very  much  I decided 
to  help  theu. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A It  was  ay  decision  to  work  because  I wanted  to  get  a career  very 

fast  and  I got  tired  of  waiting. 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A Work  And  study  at  the  asms  time. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A I would  like  to  be  a mechanic* 
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Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  hav3  done  to  make  you  go  to 

classes? 

A Just  tell  me  to  go. 

Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 

g:  to  school? 

A Yes,  something,  maybe. 

Q What  could  they  have  done? 

A They  didn't  want  new  to  drop,  but  I dropped  because  I didn’t  like 

it  anymore. 

Q What  did  you  dislike  about  school? 

A I didn1 t like  to  read. 

Q What  school  were  you  in? 

A Tarver. 

Q What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  achools  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A Just  drop  them. 

Q What  would  you  like  to  change  in  the  achoolo? 

A Nothing. 

Q How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A Not,  any  because  I want  to  work. 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  go  to  classes? 

A They  told  ae  to  stay,  but  I wanted  to  work. 

Q Could  your  parents  have  done  anything  to  make  you  like  to  go  to 

classes? 

A Yes. 

Q What  could  they  have  done? 

A Just  talk  to  the  teacher  and  tell  him  not  to  1st  me  drop. 


197 

428 


MJ6-44 


2 


What  would  have  to  happen  at  homo  before  yo  j would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Nothing. 

What  do  you  miss  the  moat  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Nothing. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  In  school?  Is  there  anything  you 
could  have  done? 

No. 

Could  you  now  return  to  school? 

Yes  but  I don't  want  to  go. 

What  could  you  do? 

I don’t  know. 

Why  don’t  you  like  to  go? 

Because  I don’t  like  to  study  and  because  It  Is  very  far  away. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

No . 

Wh  t single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

Because  1 wanted  to  work. 

What  would  result  If  you  would  return  to  school? 

Nothing. 

If  you  would  return  to  school  and  receive  your  diploma  what  would 
happen  than? 

1 would  ba  batter  off  because  I could  work. 

Do  you  like  what  you  are  doing  now? 

Yes. 
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Q 

In  what  ways  arc  )u  really  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

I have  worked  lrt  Dallas  In  the  Hospital. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  oft  since  leaving  school? 

A 

Because  I cannot  find  a job  here. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  It  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

Ye*. 

Q 

Why?  What  was  It  you  didn’t  like  *bout  school? 

A 

I didn't  like  to  study  I Just  went  to  school  to  play  so  I dropped 
to  start  working. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school?  Do  you  believe  that  everyone  should  drop?  ,/ 

A 

No. 

Q 

Under  any  circumstances? 

A 

lea. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  didn't  aay  anything,  I didn't  want  to  go. 

Q 

Did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  Crop  school? 

A 

No. 

Q 

Wbat  could  be  done  now  to  help  >ou  return  to  school?  Is  there  anything 
that  could  be  done? 

A 

Yea,  just  ask  me  to  go,  to  encourage  me  to  go. 

Q 

If  you  could  wcrk  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

A 

Work  in  the  colonies. 

Q 

Doing  what? 

A 

Cutting  the  grass  or  something  Ilka  that. 

:..ir  ! ' * ■ .*  : \ ■ ..  'T 

Q 

la  that  vhat  you  like  to  do  the  moat? 

A 
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I like  to  work  in  the  hoepital.'  / 
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Doing  what? 

Well  at  first  X was  a janitor  and  then  we  used  to  take  the  sick 
people  to  walk. 

Which  of  the  two  do  you  like  to  do  the  ®ost? 

Taking  the  people  for  a walk. 

Hava  you  ever  tried  to  get  a Job  here  In  the  hospital? 

No. 
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Q What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

school? 

A Nothing. 

Q What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 

go  to  school? 

A : am  working  in  Chicago  and  they  are  going  to  give  me  school  and 

I am  going  to  keep  on  over  there. 

q Are  these  regular  or  night  classes? 

^ They  are  night  classes. 

q What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like 

to  return  to  school? 
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Nothing. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  while  you  were  in 
school  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

Nothing. 

Is  school  alright? 

Yea. 

Would  you  return  to  school? 

Yea. 

In  what  waya  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Because  I don't  study  anymore.  I like  it  but  I don't  study  anymore. 
Do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Yea. 

In  what  ways? 

I want  to  have  a good  career  but  I can't  do  it  now. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

I don't  know. 

Could  they  have  done  something? 
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A Just  anything  as  long  as  it  is  good . 


Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

Could  they  have  done  anything? 

A I don't  know. 

Q What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school! 

A Nothing. 

Q Would  you  return  to  school? 

A Yes. 

Q What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 

attending? 

A Studying. 

Q What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A I could  have  done  a lot  of  things. 

Q What  could  you  have  done? 

A Just  stay  in  school. 

Q What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A I donrt  know, 

Q Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school? 


A No, 

Q What  single  thing  or  circumstance  -oade  you  drop  school? 

A Because  there  were  a 1-  of  little  kids  in  school . 

Q What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 1 don't  know.  1 would  keep  on  studying. 

Q In  what  ways  are  you  freally  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 1 an  not  better  off. 
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Q In  what  ways  are  you  really  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 1 am  forgetting  English. 

0 If  you  had  to  do  It  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A No . 

q Under  what  c.licumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 

school? 

A I don't  think  everyone  should  drop.  What  are  they  going  to  do  out 

rf  school? 

Q Under  any  circumstances? 

A Yes  . 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A No.  I dropped  without  their  permission. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A In  nothing  because  1 dropped  because  there  were  a lot  of  little  kids 

in  school, 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A I donTt  know, 

Q Could  something  be  done? 

A I think  so. 

Q What  could  be  done? 

A 1 don't  know.  If  my  parents  tell  me  to  go. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Electronics. 
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What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

Nothing. 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have" done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

Nothing  1 have  to  work  anyway. 

Could  they  have  done  something? 

I don’t  think  so. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  uchool? 

If  I find  another  Job  pact  time. 

Would  something  have  to  be  changed  in  the  schools? 

They  are  alright.  To  me  it  is  the  saint  you  learn  anyway. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I don’t  regret  it  right  now  thanks  to  God. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

They  could  have  done  a lot  of  things. 

Could  you  give  us  an  example. 

No. 

What  could  your  parenta  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

It  was  my  decision  they  didn’t  have  anything  to  do  with  it. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

A lot  of  things. 

Like  what? 

I cannot  tell  you  because  1 would  not  be  able  to  explain. 

Would  you  return  to  school? 
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If  I don’t  get  married. 

Are  you  married  right  now? 

No  but  I am  working  on  it, 

Are  you  getting  married? 

That  is  what  they  aay. 

What  do  you  miss  the  moat  from  school  now  th&c  you  have  3 topped 
attending? 

All  the  people. 

What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  In  school? 

Stop  working. 

Were  you  working  when  you  dropped  school? 

No  I waa  at  home. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

I would  have  to  atop  working. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

No  becAuse  1 might  get  married. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

The  girls  made  me  drop  school , that  is  the  real  reason.  Why  lie? 

What  would  result  if  you  would  tetura  to  -chool? 

If  they  didn't  have  any  girls  where  I waa  because  I would  just  go 
to  look  at  them. 

It  that  why  you  go  to  school?  Not  to  study? 

Exactly  that  It  why  I dropped  because  I vat  just  wasting  time. 

What  would  result  If  you  would  return  to  school? 

I would  fall  In  love  with  the  teacher. 

You  would  fall  In  love  with  the  teacher? 
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If  there  was  a chance  I would. 

In  what  ways  are  you  really  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

It  *s  the  same  for  me  right  now. 

In  whal:  ways  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

In  no  way  because  I have  lots  of  girl  friends. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

No  it  would  make  no  difference. 

What  kind  of  grades  did  you  get  when  you  were  in  school? 

I always  had  grades  not  below  a C except  when  I was  in  the  4th  grade. 
How  old  were  you  when  you  were  in  the  4th  grade? 

14. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

They  shouldn’t  drop  school  but  if  they  are  going  to  wast  their  time 
it  is  better  to  drop. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn’t. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

I've  already  said  I am  not  going  to  waste  my  ti*te. 

Could  someone  do  something  to  help  you  return? 

I would  just  go  register  an4  go  to  school. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do?  ‘ ‘ 

It  makes  no  difference  to  me,  I like  to  do  everything. 
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Q What  have  you  always  wanted  to  be? 

A No  I can't  tell  you  because  I am  sure  you  would  kill  me  (laugh  at 

me)  because  it  takes  such  a long  time. 

Q Tell  me  it  doesn't  matter*  What  have  you  always  wanted  to  be? 

A I like  everything  I am  glad  in  any  job  but  I would  like  to  be  a 

doctor. 
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What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

Nothing  because  I had  to  work  I am  the  only  one  that  can  work  to 
help  the  family. 

What  could  tee  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

Nothing  because  I was  too  old  for  that  grade. 

What  could  they  have  done  when  you  were  still  in  school? 

1 don’t  know. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Nothing. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

Maybe  but  I don't  know  because  I am  the  only  one  that  works  and  I 
have  to  work  even  if  1 don't  want  to. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

If  1 would  have  had  an  older  brother  so  that  he  could  work  and  I 
could  go  to  school. 

Do  you  regret  having  left  school  in  any  way? 

No, 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 
Nothing. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
Nothing  I don't  think  so. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Nothing. 

i ■ 

Would  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

No  because  1 am  too  old. 
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If  they  had  special  classes  for  adults  vould  you  go? 

Maybe  I dorrt  know.  . 

Would  you  return  to  school  any  way  if  they  did? 

I think  sc* 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Nothing. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  *tay  In  school? 

If  I had  studied. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Take  night  classes* 

Would  you  like  to  take  night  classes? 

If  I could  I would. 

la  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Yes,  money.  t 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I am  the  only  one  that  could  work  to  help  the  family  if  not  I would 
have  stayed. 

Did  you  try  to  find  a job  when  you  were  in  school? 

Yes  I applied  in  all  the  programs  that  they  have  but  they  never  called 

me. 

What  vould  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

I vould  better  myself  more. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

1 su  not  better  off  but  little  by  little. 

In  what  ways  are  you  worst  off  alnce  leaving  school? 

I don’t  know.  . 
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You  aald  that  you  are  not  better  off,  then  how  are  you  worst  off?, 

I cannot  find  a job* 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  *>^ain  would  you  drop  school  again? 
Yea* 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school? 

No,  I don't  think  so* 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

They  have  their  own  reasons. 

Do  you  think  that  everyone  should  drop  school? 

No. 

Under  any  circumstances? 

No. 

How  did  your  parenta  encourage  you  to  drop  achool? 

No,  they  didnrt  encourage  me  it  was  me  who  decided. 

How  did  your  parenta  diacourage  you  to  drop  achool? 

They  didn't  diacourage  me  either. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  achool? 

Nothing. 

Would  you  go  to  night  claaaea  if  they  had  so®e? 

Maybe. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  yould  you  like  to 
do? 

Stock  boy. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

Nothing  because  my  mind  was  set  up  I wasnrt  progressing  academically 
or  in  anything  I was  Just  not  interested  in  staying  in  school. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

I don't  think  they  could  have  done  anything.  They  just  told  me  to 
stay  that  it  was  for  my  own  good.  The  counselor  tried  to  talked  to 
me  but  my  mind  was  set  up. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

If  I really  thought  1 had  to  finish  school  I would  go  back  so  I 
could  work,  in  something  better. 

Would  you  change  the  schools  Ln  any  way? 

Well,  that  the  students  that  are  going  academic  to  give  them  academic 
courses  but  if  they  are  vocational  they  shouldn't  give  them  all  the 
courses  because  they  are  not  going  to  need  all  of  those  things.  I 
think  this  is  what  they  are  doing  wrong. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

Well,  I am  too  old  but  I might  go  back. 

Would  you  like  to  leturn  to  school? 

If  I had  a chance  maybe . 

Hov  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Because  maybe  I would  be  working  in  a better  job  where  you  don't 
have  to  work  in  the  open  and  all  of  that.  If  you  have  a vocational 
career  you  have  to  work  harder  than  if  you  had  an  academic  career. 

You  would  be  working  with  your  hrnds  and  with  your  mind  bnt  anyway 
you  have  something  to  back  you  up. 

Vtoat  couli  your  parents  have  done. to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

They  wanted  we  to  finish  school  but  sometimes  ve  couldn't  make  it 
and  if  your  mind  la  aet  up  you  are  just  not  interested. 

Was  it  something  that,  happened  In  school  that  made  you  lose  Interest? 
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No,  I had  my  mind  on  it  for  aorae  time.  I was  getting  very  behind 
in  grades  that  is  why  I took  metals  so  I could  learn  just  enough 
because  if  I had  to  drop  I would  at  least  have  a trede.  . 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

Nothing  because  they  didn't  want  me  to  drop. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

Maybe  if  I couldn't  find  a job  and  I knew  that  I wouldn't  be  able 
to  work  in  anything. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

Yes,  if  it  gets  to  that  point. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Nothing  because  I never  took  part  in  any  clubs  or  anything. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  Btay  in  school? 

If  I had  not  been  so  behind  in  grades  and  flo  old. 

Was  this  because  you  were  absent  very  often  or  what? 

No,  it  was  that  I was  retain H several  times. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

I think  I would  be  better  off  if  I would  try  to  finish  school 
through  a correspondence  course  . 

Would  you  like  to  attend  day  or  night  classes? 

I am  working  during  the  day  I would  like  to  go  to  night  classes. 

Ift  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

No. 

What  tingle  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I was  getting  behind  In  grades  and  I was  overage* 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

' • : . ' ‘ 
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A I don't  know  it  would  help  me  a little  bit  more. 

Q In  what  v.ys  are  you  really  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A Ever  since  I dropped  I never  worked  in  anything  that  was  very  low 

I have  had  good  Jobs  considering  that  I was  a dropout.  I have  been 
a machine  operator  and  a welder.  I took  a course  in  welding  when  I 
was  in  Houston  and  that  has  helped  me  a lot. 

Q In  what  ways  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A I can’t  tell  you  because  I have  been  better  all  the  time  I had  been 

out  of  Laredo. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A No,  I don’t  think  so. 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 

school? 

A Maybe  they  have  to  support  a family  but  in  any  way  I vould  not  advise 

anyone  to  drop  school  until  they  have  a trade  because  that  vay  they 
can  work  in  something. 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A No,  they  didn't.  They  wanted  me  to  finish  school, 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  told  me  that  I was  going  to  need  an  education. 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A Maybe  if  1 thought  I needed  to  finish  school  I would  go  back. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Work  with  metals  something  to  operate  like  machines  and  all  of  that 

but  right  now  I am  looking  for  a welder's  job. 
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What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  hsve  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

I don't  know  everything  was  alright  in  school. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

Nothing. 

What  would  have  to  be  d>ne  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Everything  was  alright  in  school. 

Would  you  return  to  school? 

If  I hsd  the  time  I woula. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I Just  regret  not  getting  my  diploma, 

What  could  your  parents  have' done  to  make  you  go  to  school? 

They  would  have  liked  it  very  much  but  I didn’t  want  to  go  anymore. 
What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
Yes,  they  could  have  done  something. 

What  could  they  have  done? 

No  because  it  was  all  decided. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
•chool? 

Nothing . 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending?  . 

Only  th&t  I didn't  get  my  diploma  and  that  I didn't  finisn  school. 
What,  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

I could  have  tried  harder  but  I wouldn't. 

Why? 
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Because  I didn’t  want  to,  I wanted  to  drop  school. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  scftool? 

No,  only  if  they  have  the  hours  so  that  I could  go. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

Nothing,  only  because  I wanted  to. 

What  wouM  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

Only  because  I want  to  go. 

What  would  result  if  you  return  to  school? 

I would  try  my  best. 

In  what  ways  are  you  really  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

I don't  know. 

Are  you  better  off  ivi  any  way? 

Tes,  because  I can  understand  things  the  way  they  are  outside. 

what  ways  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

Everything  is  alright,  but  I saw  that  it  was  too  late  to  go  back. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

No. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  everyone  should  drop  school? 
Only  after  they  finish. 

How  did  your  paients  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

No,  they  didn't. 

Bow  did  your  parents  discourse  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 
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A It  they  had  the  place  and  the  hours  where  I could  go  to  school. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  3 ike 

to  do? 

A Welding. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

I really  don’t  know.  I didn’t  drop  because  of  the  way  they  treated 
me  I dropped  because  I didn’t  like  school  anymore. 

Could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  anything  to  make  you  like 
to  go  to  classes? 

Well*  yes,  for  example,  I was  with  Hr.  Chacon  and  he  would  say  ’Vho 
vents  to  learn  and  who  doesn’t  want  to  learn? u If  you  don’t  want 
to  learn  go  to  the  back  of  the  room.  That  was  not  the  way  to  do 
it  I don’t  think  so. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to 
school? 

They  could  have  done  something,  but  I don’t  know  what  they  could 
have  done* 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

The  schools  are  alright  I don't  have  anything  against  them  I want 
to  return  but  I am  married  and  have  a 4 month  baby  and  I am  working. 

Would  you  like  to  esturn  to  school? 

I would  like  to  but  I don't  hav * time.  Where  I am  working  now  I 
work  one  month  from  7-3  in  the  afternoon  and  the  next  month  from 
3-11  at  night  and  the  following  month  from  11-7* 

So  you  would  not  even  be  ablo  to  go  to  night  classes? 

What  time  are  the  classes? 

From  7 to  10. 

I could  talk  to  vy  boss  and  aee  if  he  could  let  me  stay  in  the  11 
to  7 shift. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I really  don't  know.  But  I regret  It,  because  I have  to  know  a lot 
of  things  .where  I as  working. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

Nothing  because  It  was  til  ay  fault  for  dropping  without  thinking 
what  could  happen  later  on.  They  always  tried  to  help  me. 
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What  could  your  parent*:  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

They  all  helped  me  when  I didn't  understand  something.  I have  two 
other  brothers  that  have  finished  school  and  they  all  tried  to  help 
me  with  my  homework  and  everything. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Nothing  but  1 would  like  to  return. 

What  do  you  miss  the  moat  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Everything  because  where  I am  working,  you  see  1 am  working  in  jail, 
you  ne*d  to  know  how  to  write  because  sometimes  you  don't  even  know 
how  to  spell  the  prisoner's  name.  I need  English,  math  and  every- 
thing. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

I could  have  just  stayed  In  school. 

Whet  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

J.f  I return,  I would  stay  and  try  to  do  my  best. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  ichool? 

No. 

Whet  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I didn't  like  it  anymore. 

Why? 

I Jv^t  wet  just  tired  of  being  there  all  morning  and  ell  afternoon 
and  1 just  started  to  miss  a lot  of  school. 

Whet  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

I would  probaU.y  decide  to  study  hard  because  now  I know  that  I need 
school  a lot. 

In  whet  ways  ere  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

1 am  not  better  off. 


In  whac  ways  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

Everything  is  hatder  for  me  I cannot  read  well  because  I lack 
school. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

I don't  think  so  because  now  I know  I need  schrol. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  nhould  drop 
school? 

I don1 t think  they  should  drop. 

Under  any  circumstances? 

No. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  just  told  me  that  I should  go  back  that  I was  going  - > need 
school  to  find  a better  Job. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  discourage  me. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

If  they  would  give  me  a chance  where  I work. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

I would  like  to  work  in  a law  enforcement.  Taking  care  of  prisone 
or  what  I an  doing  right  now  as  deputy  sheriff. 
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q What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

school? 

A Tell  roe  to  stay  and  make  me  stay, 

q Did  £hey  ever  tell  you  to  stay? 

A Yes. 

Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 

£0  to  classes? 

A Nothing. 

Q What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A Nothing. 

q In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A I don't  have  a good  education. 

q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A Tell  me  to  stay. 

q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A Nothing. 

Q What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  achool? 

A Nothing. 

Q What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 

attending? 

A Not  being  In  class  with  the  rest, 

q What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  achool? 

A If  I had  learned  with  the  rest. 

Q What  coadd  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Nothing,  1 would  just  return. 
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Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

No. 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drc?  school? 

A 

I didn't  learn  vith  the  others. 

Q 

What  would  make  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Learning  something. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

In  working, 

Q 

Are  you  better  off  in  that? 

A 

I think  so. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  sinct  leaving  school? 

A 

I didn't  learn  enough. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

No, 

Q 

Und<?r  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

A 

Not  any. 

Q 

Under  any  circumstances? 

A 

No. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  didn't  encourage  me. 

Q 

How  did  youv  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  didn't  discourage  me  either. 

Q 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing,  it  is  all  in  me  if  I want  to  go, 
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Q Would  you  return  to  day  or  night  classes? 

A Night, 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Work  in  a store* 

Q If  they  would  give  you  a choice  of  occupations,  which  one  would  you 

chose? 

A We  J ding* 
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q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

school? 

A I couldn't  go  to  school . 

q Why? 

A I had  to  help  my  mother  and  then  I got  married  and  I had  to  support 

my  wife. 

Q Could  they  have  done  anything  to  make  you  stay  in  attendance? 

A No. 

Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 

go  to  school? 

A Nothing. 

Q What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  u 

return  to  school? 

A I don't  think  they  should  change  the  schools  in  any  way. 

q Do  you  like  them  the  way  they  are? 

A Yes. 

Q Would  you  return  to  school? 

A Ves,  if  I could  work  at  the  same  time. 

Q Would  you  like  to  go  to  day  or  night  classes? 

A Night. 

Q In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A I had  to  help  my  mother  and  then  I got  married. 

Q Do  you  regret  it  now? 

A No,  it  wasn't  a mistake  or  anything. 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  Btay  in  school? 

A to  give  me  advice  to  go  back  but  I didn't  listen  because  1 kne* 

had  to  drop. 
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Q What  could  they  have  done  to  make  you  go  to  classes? 

A Nothing  I had  to  work. 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A Nothing. 

Q What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school? 

A Nothing. 

Q What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 

attending? 

A Scnool  is  still  the  same  if  you  finish  you  have  to  work  and  if  you 

don't  you  still  have  to  work.  Of  course,  if  you  finish  school  you 
would  have  air  easier  job  than  if  you  don't  finish*  but  in  any  case 
you  atill  have  to  work*  I would  like  to  return  but  I have  to 
support  my  wife  and  ray  baby  but  If  I had  an  opportunity  I would  go 
back. 

Q Do  you  miss  anything  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped  attending? 

A Well,  like  I said  before  it  is  atill  the  same  thing  because  here 

I am  learning  to  be  a mechanic  and  if  you  finish  achool  you  still 

have  to  work  but  if  you  finiah  you  would  get  more  money  but  it  is 

still  the  same  way. 

Q Do  you  think  that  school  is  not  important? 

A Ves  but  I am  talking  about  what  is  reasonable. 

Q What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A Go  back  and  if  they  tell  me  where  I could  go  to  night  classes  I 

would  go,  even  if  I have  to  go  all  night.  It  doesn't  matter. 

Q Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  achool? 

A I don't  think  so* 
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What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

What  I said  before,  because  I had  to  help  my  mother  and  support  my 
wife. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 
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A 

I don't  have  an  idea. 

Q 

What  would  result  if  you  would  finish  school? 

A 

I would  work  anyway  depends  on  what  I was  studying  like  if  I was 
a lawyer  or  an  engineer  I would  work  in  the  field. 

Q 

Would  you  like  to  have  a profession? 

A 

Yea,  I've  always  wanted  to  be  a lawyer,. 

Q 

In  what  ways  are  you  really  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

I am  not  better  off. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

I am  not  better  or  worst  off  but  I don't  know  how  to  answer. 

Q 

In  what  ways  are  you  worst  off? 

A 

When  I was  in  Dallas  I had  a car  and  I still  do,  but  I dci’t  have 
it  here  so  I have  tc  walk  to  work  every  day. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

No,  I would  go  to  school  and  work. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

A 

Sometimes  they  have  very  great  personal  reasons  for  dropping.  I 
can  answer  from  my  part,  but  I don't  know  why  all  of  them  drop. 

Q 

Do  you  think  that  there  is  a good  reason  for  dropping  school? 

A 

No  there  is  no  good  reason  but  if  ycu  have  to  drop  you  just  have 
to  even  if  you  want  to  finish.  They  have  to  help  thrmseleves  and 
they  can't  help  themselves  because  they  are  poor,  Every  place  you 
go  you  need  experience.  If  I could  I would  return  to  school.  I 
have  thought  of  this  all  the  time  but  I have  the  responsibility  of 
■y  wife  and  baby, 

Q 

Did  you  try  to  get  a job  while  you  were  in  school? 

A 

No,  I've  always  worked  as  a laborer. 

Q 

Did  you  apply  in  the  school  N.Y.C.? 

A 

No.  ' 
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Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn’t.  My  mother  wanted  me  to  finish  school  but  I was  the 

only  one  and  all  of  my  brothers  were  younger.  I worked  very  hard 
from  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  to  6 p.m.  in  the  afternoon  and  I 
vas  very  tired.  There  were  a lot  of  opportunities  to  go  to  school 
In  Dallas,  but  I just  couldn't  make  it. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discout  ge  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't. 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A If  I got  an  opportunity  I would  go  back. 

Q Would  you  return  to  night  classes? 

A Yes. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  yo’i  like  to 

do? 

A They  couldn't  pay  me  mere  became  I don't  have  a diploma. 

Q If  they  would  give  you  an  opportunity  to  do  what  you've  always  wanted 

to  do  what  would  you  like  to  be? 

A I have  always  wanted  to  be  a lcvyer. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

A 

If  they  had  valted  more  because  I didn't  go, 

Q 

Why  didn't  you  go? 

A 

Because  you  see  we  wanted  to  buy  a house,  but  they  charged  us  too 
much  for  moving  it,  so  the  man  we  bought  the  house  from  gave  us  the 
money  back.  We  had  to  go  and  live  with  one  of  my  mothers's  friends 
but  all  of  out  furnisher  was  outside  and  it  was  getting  damaged,  so 
we  bought  some  wood  *nd  started  building  the  house.  They  told  me 
it  wasn't  necesssry  for  me  to  go  to  school. 

Q 

Did  you  ever  talked  to  the  people  in  the  schools  to  tell  them  why 
you  didn't  go? 

A 

40. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  don.  £o  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

A 

Nothing  J$8t  if  they  had  waited  because  I wanted  to  stay  in  school 
but  they  didn't  even  asked  me  why  I didn't  go. 

Q 

Wnat  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

/ 

I don't  plan  to  return  to  school.  I couldn't  return  now  I have  a 
responsibility. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  anyway? 

A 

Ik),  I don't  want  to  because  m”  mother  died  and  I have  to  pay  the 
house. 

g 

Doyyou  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

No  because  thanks  to  God  I am  working. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

t. 

Nothing  because  I only  had  my  mother  and  she  wanted  to  work  but  I 
didn't  want  her  to  work. 

Q 

Did  you  drop  to  help  your  mother? 

A 

Tea. 

Q 

Did  you  try  to  get  a Job  after  school  so  that  you  didn't  have  to  drop? 
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The  owner  of  tu*s  plaee  where  we  were  living  told  me  to  go  to  the 
N.Y.C.  office  but  they  couldn't  give  me  £ job  because  I had  dropped 
alreadv  from  school. 

Tid  you  ever  go  vhtn  you  were  in  school? 

No* 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  classes? 

Well,  my  mother  did  because  she  wanted  to  work  so  I could  go  to  school 
but  I didn't  want  her  to  work. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

I don't  think  anything.  I knew  that  1 was  very  behind. 

Would  you  like  to  go  to  school? 


No. 

Why? 

Because  1 am  working  and  I am  better  off.  Now  I know  1 can  support 
the  house. 

Why  did  you  like  school? 

1 thought  I could  go  higher  if  T stayed  in  school  because  all  of  my 
other  brothers  had  stayed  in  school  longer  one  dropped  from  the  8th 
grade  and  the  other  two  from  the  llth  grade. 

Would  you  return  to  school? 


No. 

What  do  you  mi  as  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Nothlfg. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

If  they  would  have  asked  m why  I didn't  go  but  they  didn't  ask  me 
so  I didn't  tell  them. 

What  could  you  do  now  that  would  place  you  in  a position  return 
to  school? 
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all  the  debts  I have*  I have  missed  a lot  of  school  before. - 
First  ray  toother  was  sick  and  then  because  I was  building  the  house. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Just  work. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school?’ 

I had  to  finish  the  house  and  get  work. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

I would  be  in  a higher  grade. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

Because  I ran  working. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I cannot  remember  what  I am  worst  off  in. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

If  I had  a reason  I would  drop  school. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

They  shouldn't  drop. 

Under  any  circumstances? 

Some  yes  but  some  don't  have  a good  reason.  When  they  only  have  their 
mother  and  the  dies  and  they  don't  have  anyone  else. 

Do  you  think  that  is  a good  veaaon  for  dropping  school? 

Yea,  if  they  don't  have  anyone  else  to  help  then. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  my  mother  wanted  to  work  co  l could  fitish  school  but  I 
didn't  want. her  to  work. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 
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She  didn't  discourage  me.  She  wanted  me  to  finish  school  vhenthey 
called  me  they  asked  why  I didn't  go  *>  school  she  went  to  talked  to 
the  principal  and  showed  him  that  she  wcs  sick  but  that  she  was 
willing  to  work  so  I could  go  to  school  but  that  I didn  t want  to. 
They  sent  her  to  the  city  clinic. 

Did  your  mother  died  when  you  were  In  school  or  after  you  dropped? 


When  I wee  in  school. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 
Nothing,  I don't  think  so. 


Would  you  like  to  return  to  school? 

No,  not  anymore. 

Why? 

What  for? 

Do  you  think  you  might  need  school  later  on  In  the  future? 

Meybe  but  not  now. 

Would  you  like  to  go  to  night  classes  If  you  had  an  opportunity? 

Yes. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

What  1 am  doing  right  now. 

What  are  you  doing? 

1 am  working  with  heavy  equipment. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

A 

They  could  have  made  the  classes  more  Interesting  so  that  I could 
gat  interested  in  the  classes  doing  something  that  is  interesting  and 
they  could  teach  things  that  are  important. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

If  they  have  classes  that  are  more  interesting  so  that  I wouldn't 
get  bored. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

Because  I didn't  finish  it. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  ochool? 

A 

Force  me  more  to  go  to  school. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

They  couldn't  have  done  anything. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

A 

Nothing  I dropped  because  nothing  happened  In  school 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  school-  did  you  go  to? 

A 

Christen. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Not  think  hbout  dropping  but  think  about  staying. 

Q 

What  ^uld  you  do  now  if  you  returned  to  school? 
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A I try  to  finish  school. 

i Q Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  lik^  to 

return  to  school? 

] A Ho. 

I Q What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A I was  bored  because  I didn't  like  it. 

Q When  they eof>lained  in  class  did  you  understand? 

i 

A Ye^  but  they  were  not  interesting. 

Q What  did  you  do  in  class? 

A I would  just  sit  and  look  out  the  window. 

Q What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A X would  stay  to  graduate  arid  maybe  go  to  college. 

Q How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school?  * 

A I am  learning  to  work  and  aave  money. 

Q How  src  ycu  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A I am  not  learning  anything  they  would  have  been  teaching  me  in  school. 

Q Would  you  like  to  learn  more? 

A Yea. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  ovar  ag*in  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A to. 

Q Under  what  circumstance*  do  you  believe  everyone  should  drop  school. 

A Under  no  circumstances. 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didnJt 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 
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A They  toll?  me  it  was  best  for  me  to  atay  in  school* 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A If  the  classes  were  more  interesting  and  if  they  would  teach  more 

important  things. 

Q Would  you  return  to  school? 

A Yes. 

Q What  do  you  mean  by  more  Important  things? 

A If  they  would  make  you  pay  more  attention  in  class  when  the  teacher 

was  explaining  something* 

Q Would  you  return  to  day  or  night  classes? 

A Day . 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Electrician. 

Q Was  't  hard  for  you  to  find  a job  after  you  dropped  school? 

A Yes. 

Q What  did  you  do  just  after  you  dropped  school? 

A I helped  my  father  with  some  houses  he  has  for  .ent. 
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Q 

What  could  th«  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  cake  you  go  to 
school? 

A 

Make  me  study  to  learn  something  like  working  In  an  office  or  In  a 
store. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go 
to  classes? 

A 

To  learn  something  English  and  Spanish  and  to  graduate  later. 

Q 

Did  you  like  school? 

A 

Yea  but  I had  to  help  my  parents  to  pay  the  bills  because  my  father 
didn't  get  enough  money. 

Q 

Could  anyone  do  something  to  make  you  like  schools? 

A 

I don't  know.- 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

They  are  ok  the  way  they  are. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  anyway? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

1 don't  regret  It  because  I had  to  help  my  parents. 

Q 

$ 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

Just  sent  me  to  school  to  learn  something  and  to  fctudy. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  classes? 

A 

1 don't  know. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school?  * 

A 

If  they  would  get  angry  and  sent  me  to  school. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  then? 

A 
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Q 

Whxt  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  Jrou  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

English,  spelling  and  the  tests. 

Q 

What  school  were  you  In? 

A 

Lamar. 

Q 

Vhat  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Work  after  school. 

Q 

Before  you  dropped  what  could  you  have  done? 

A 

I didn't  want  to  drop  but  my  mother  wanted  me  to  drop  so  I could 
help  then. 

Q 

Could  you  havh  done  something? 

A 

Just  stay  In  school  and  work  after  school. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now? 

A 

We  plan  to  go  up  north  this  year  but  I want  to  go  back  to  school  when 
we  come  back. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  to  enter  school? 

A 

Register. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

Clothes  and  ihoes. 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

Because  the  teacher  would  scold  me  becauee  I used  to  get  In  fights 
with  my  other  friends. 

Q 

What  would  result  If  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 

1 would  study  and  stay  In  school. 

Q 

Are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

Us. 

Q 

How  era  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 
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A When  I wee  working  with  ay  brotker- in-lew  we  used  to  work  in  construction 

but  when  ay  sister  took  me  to  t/he  N.Y.C.  everything  changed. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  a£aln  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A No.  ' ! 

i 

J 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  y£u  believe  everyone  should  drop  school? 

A In  none. 

j 

Q Unier  any  circumstances?  / 

A No.  j 

Q How  dii  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't  but  ay  mother  Wanted  ae  to  drop  to  help  them. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A I went  to  school  asleep  all  the  tlae  and  the  teacher  would  send  me 

out  of  the  room;  I would  tall  her  that  I went  to  school  to  study  not 
to  be  kicked  out  of  the  room  and  I would  go  home  and  I didn't  go  baakk 
to  school  for  a week  or  so. 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A Work  and  if  they  would  force  ae  to  go. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Construction,  asking  houses  and  all  of  that. 
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What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

I don't  know. 

What  could  they  have  done? 

Nothing. 

What  could  the  people  In  the  4chools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

Nothing. 

Do  you  like  school  the  way  they  are? 

No. 

Why? 

I don't  know.  1 just  don't  like  school? 

What  Is  It  about  school  you  dislike? 

Everything. 

Would  you  return  to  school  anyway? 

No. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

In  no  way. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 
Nothing. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
Nothing, 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  befowe-you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Nothing. 

What  do  you  mlaa  tha  moat  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 
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Nothing  everything  is  still  the  sa<ye. 

Whet  could  you  have  done  to  stay  1/n  school? 

Nothing. 

Could  you  have  done  anything?  / 

*.  j 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

I 

Nothing.  f 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

lto*  # i 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

Having  to  work. 

Why?  Did  you  have  to  work? 

Yes. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

I don’t  know. 

What  do  you  think  that  would  reault  if  you  would  return  to  school? 
Nothing,  I don't  want  to  go  back. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

I have  learned  a trade. 

If  youhhad  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

Yea. 

Under  what  clrcumetencee  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

I don’t  know  if  they  want  to. 
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A If  they  had  the  same  reasons  I had, 

Q What  were  your  reasons? 

A Having  to  work. 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't  encourage  tne. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  told  me  to  stay  In  school. 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A Nothing. 

Q If  you  could* work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Do  what  I am  doing  right  now. 

Q Where  ere  you  working? 

A In  the  city  paving  streets  and  all  of  that. 
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Q What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

school? 

A Nothing. 

Q What  would  tWe  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

school? 

A If  they  had  helped  me,  And  since  we  uaad  to  have  to  leave  open  the 

lockers  and  they  opened  my  locker  and  took  all  my  books  and  they 
never  gave  them  back  to  me  I had  to  drop  school, 

Q Do  you  mean  that  your  friends  took  them? 

A Well,  I don't  know  if  it  was  them  or  not  but  they  took  my  books. 

Q What  would  have  to  be  done  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A Nothing. 

Q Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened?  j 

A If  my  father  would  let  me  because  the  family  isitoo  big  and  he  is  the 

only  one  working  jnd  I had  to  help  him. 

Q Did  you  try  to  get  a job  after  school? 

A Yes  but  when  they  celled  me  I had  gone  north  and  when  I came  back  they 

told  me  thet  they  had  callad  me  from  the  M.C.E.P.  I told  them  that  I 
had  gon*  north  and  they  didn't  say  anything  more.  j 

Q How  do  you  regret  having  left  school?  • 

A I wanted  to  study  more  so  I could  get  a better  Job  but  I couldn't  ; 

because  I had  to  help  my  father. 

Q Did  you  like  school? 

A Tl*. 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A Well,  1 have  this  old*r  brother  and  I wish  he  would  heve  worked  to 

help  ay  father  so  I could  go  to  school  but  my  father  didn't  want 
him  to  work  now  he  la  going  into  the  army, 

Q Why  didn't  your  fsthar  want  your  brother  to  work? 
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I don't  know. 

Did  he  finish  school? 

No. 

Whet  could  your  parent?  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

Thay  would  have  sent  me  back  if  they  had  paid  for  the  books  so  I 
could  go  back. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

I don't  know. 

Is  there  anything  that  would  have  to  happen  at  home? 

If  they  would  help  my  father  because  the  family  is  too  big. 

How  many  are  there  in  your  family? 

10, 

Are  you  the  oldest? 

No,  I have  two  brothers  oldsr  than  I am  but  one  is  married. 

Would  you  return  to  achool  if  someone  helped  you? 

Yea. 

What  do  you  miss  the  moat  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

The  studies. 

What  could  you  have  dome  to  atay  in  school? 

Try  to  pay  for  the  hooka  and  go  back  to  school. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  achool? 

Nothing  because  I atill  have  to  help  szy  father. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

No. 
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What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

X had  to  help  my  father. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

I would  try  to  study  more  to  finish  school  and  get  a better  job. 
How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

I am  not  better-  dff. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

1 don't  have  a good  job.  1 need  more  education. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

No. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

Not  any. 

Under  any  circumstances? 

Not  under  any  circumstances. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

My  father  said  that  he  was  going  to  take  me  out  of  school  so  I 
could  help  him  because  the  family  was  too  big. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

I don't  know. 

Could  anyone  do  anything  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

Help  wy  f st her. 

Would  you  return  to  dey  or  night  desses? 

Night  classes. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  vhat  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Construction  worker.  Vhat  I am  doing  right  now. 
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Q What  do  you  like  to  do  the  most?  Is  that  what  you  have  always 

liked? 

A 1 have  always  llk^ddto  be  a mechanic. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

Force  me  I guess. 

If  they  would  have  force  you  could  you  have  gone? 

I really  feel  I wouldn't  becmise  I didn't  like  school. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go 
to  school* 

I just  didn't  like  it. 

Did  something  happen  in  school  to  make  you  dislike  it? 

No. 

What  school  were  you  in? 

MacDonald. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school?  How  would  you  change  the  schools? 

I don't  know. 

Would  you  change  the  school*  in  any  way? 

I don't  know,  I don’t  like  anyone  to  tell  me  what  to  do.  That  is 
what  I didn't  like  in  school. 

Did  the  teachers  do  this? 

Yes. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  they  didn't  tell  you  what  to  do? 

No. 

Do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

In  a way  I do  because  I cannot  find  a Job. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  st^y  in  school? 

They  would  have  to  force  me  but  they  didn't.  My  mother  did  but  I 
didn’t  want  to  go. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
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Nothing. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  ret.rn  to 
school? 

Irve  already  said  I don't  like  school. 

Would  you  return  to  school  anyway? 

No*  v 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Nothing. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  In  school? 

Nothing. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Nothing. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

No* 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  rade  you  drop  school? 

I wanted  to  help  my  mott  ^r. 

Is  that  the  only  reason? 

Well  because  I didn't  like  the  teachers. 

What  did  the  teachers  do  to  make  you  dislike  them? 

Well  because  I don't  like  anyone  to ’hit  me  in  the  face  and  the 
principal  tried  to  do  it  too  one  time  and  I kicked  her. 

Did  you  play  hookie  often? 

Ifo,  1 didn't  go  to  school  sometimes  because  1 didn't  have  clean 
clothes. 

Were  you  retained  many  times? 

Only  in  the  second  grade. 
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What  kind  of  grades  did  you  get? 

A's  and  B's. 

Did’  you  find  a job  right  away? 

UJ  . 

What  would  result  If  you  would  return  to  school? 

I don't  know. 

In  what  ways  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

In  no  way. 

In  what  ways  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I am  working  right  now. 

Was  it  easy  to  find  a job? 

Well,  I am  here  with  the  N.Y.C,  I went  to  Iowa  in  June  but  the 
police  caught  me  and  I came  back  and  went  to  look  for  a job  in 
the  N.Y.C. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I don’t  know. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

Yes. 

Under  what  circumstance 3 do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

I don’t  know. 

Do  you  think  they  should  drop  school? 

No. 

Under  any  circumstances? 

Not  under  any  circumstances. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn’t  they  wanted  me  to  go. 
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Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A In  no  way. 

Q What  could  be  ulone  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A I don't  know. 

Q If  you  could  wortk  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A I like  to  do  everything.  , 

Q If  they  would  give  you  a choice  of  jobs  which  one  would  you  chose? 

A What  I am  doing  right  now,  construction  worker, 

Q la  that  what  you  like  to  do  the  most? 

A No. 

Q What  kind  of  jobs  have  you  had? 

A I enter  here  to  see  what  I could  learn  but  I have  only  worked  as  a 

laborer. 

Q Would  you  like  to  do  that  all  your  life? 

A Not  all  my  life. 

Q What  would  you  like  to  do  all  your  life? 

A Something  like  a carpenter 
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What  could  the  people  In  the  schoolehhave  done  to  makevyou  go  to 
school? 

They  could  have  helped  my  mother  because  I don't  have  a father. 

They  are  separated  and  what  she  gets  from  the  welfare  is  not  enou’h. 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like 
to  go  to  classes? 

Talk  to  someone  from  the  welfare  so  that  my  mother  can  get  a littlw-- 
blt  more  money. 

Did  you  like  school? 

Yea . 

Could  they  have  done  something  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

No,  not  really. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Just  to  help  us. 

Do  you  like  the  schools  the  way  they  are? 

They  are  ok  the  way  they  are. 

Would  you  return  to  echool  anyway? 

I would  but  I have  to  help  my  sister  and  my  other  two  brothers  so 
that  they  can  go  to  school. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I regret  it  because  in  all  the  Jobs  yotf  need  an  education. 

What  could  your  parentG  hav*  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

My  mother  for  example,  could  work  but  who  would  fix  our  food  and 
clothes. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

They  were  doing  all  they  could  but  like  I said. • • • • 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 
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If  they  could  help  my  mother. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happended? 

Yes. 

Did  you  ever  applied  in  the  In-School  N.Y.C.? 

Bo,  only  to  this  one  because  I didn't  know  they  had  it. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

The  studies,  the  classes  because  every  day  you  are  learning  more 
things  or  at  least  the:  same  things,  but  if  you  don't  do  anything 
you  forget  what  you  learn* 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

I could  have  worked  in  the  afternoons  but  they  don't  pay  that  much 
and  then  I wouldn't  have  time  to  study. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

I would  like  that  they  would  have  a program  where  I could  work  and 
study  at  the  same  time* 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Only  if  they  would  help  my  mother. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

We  needed  money.  I had  to  help  my  mother  and  my  sister. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

I would  try  to  learn  all  I could. 

In  what  ways  are  you  better  of f since  leaving  school? 

I amnnot  better  off. 

In  what  ways  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I never  read  anything. 

If  you  had  to  do  It  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 
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A Yes. 

Q Why? 

A I have  to  help  my  mother  because  If  X didn’t  we  couldn’t  pay  the 

rent  and  the  groceries. 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  bfalieve  every  student  should  drop 

school? 

A Dependds  on  their  necessities. 

Q Do  you  think  everyone  should  drop? 

A No,  not  everyone.  Some  drop  because  they  don’t  like  school  anymore 

others  because  they  have  to  help  at  home. 

Q Do  you  think  that  going  to  work  Is  a good  reason  for  dropping  school? 

A No,  not  really  Just  to  work.' 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A My  mother  didn’t  encourage  me,.  My  mother  didn’t  want  me  to  drop 

but  there  wasn't  any  other  way  since  my  father  is  separated. 

Q How  did  your  mother  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn’t  discourage  ;ae.  I dropped  because  we  needed  the  money. 

Q What  vcould  be  done  jow  to  return  to  school? 

A If  they  had  a school  where  I could  learn  something  and  work. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  liT.2  to  do? 

A Mechanic . 

Q Would  you  like  to  go  to  day  or  night  classes? 

A I would  prefer  to  go  to  night  classes  ao  I could  work  during  the 

day. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

A 

I don’t  like  it. 

Q 

Why? 

A 

I don't  know.  I don't  hAve  anyone  to  give  me  i*oney.  I am  the  oldest 
in  the  family  and  I have  to  work.  We  only  get  some  money  from  an 
uncle  we  have.  I wer.t  to  the  N.Y.C.,  and  they  gave  me  a Job  but 
I didn't  take  It. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing* 

Q 

Do  you  like  schools  the  way  they  are? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

Would  you  like  to  return  to  school  suywr.y? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

I am  not  golgg  to  krov  and  I have  to  learn  more. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  nu»ke  you  stay  In  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

N>  thing. 

q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
achool? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 
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I don't  know. 

Did  you  miss  anything  from  school  after  you  dropped? 

No. 

Is  there  anything  you  could  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

No. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

I don't  know  because  I have  to  work. 

Is  there  anything  you  could  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

No. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Just  what  you  need  to  go  to  school  like  papers  and  all  of  that. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I couldn't  learn  I was  just  wasting  my  money. 

What  made  you  drop  school? 
tb thing  I Just  decided  to  drop. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

Look  for  a better  Job  later. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

I have  found  this  Job.  If  I had  stayed  In  school  I wouldn’t  be 
working  here. 

Did  you  ever  hear  about  the  N.T.C.  where  you  would  work  after 

school? 

No,  1 didn't  know. 

How  are  you  voree  off? 

Right  now  1 don't  feel  that  1 am  worst  off  In  sn>  way. 

If  you  had  to  do  It  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 
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Yes*  if  necessary. 

What  do  you  mean  by  that? 

I would  go  to  school  but  If  something  happens  at  home  I would  drop 
school . 

Did  something  happen  at  home? 

My  father  and  mother  separated  and  I needed  to  work. 

Do  you  think  that  there  is  a good  reason  for  dropping  school? 

lb. 

Under  any  circumstances? 

Itot  under  any  circumstances. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  say  anything  but  my  mother  wanted  me  to  stay. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  s $y  anything  it  was  my  decision  to  go  to  work. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

I don't  know. 

Is  there  anything  *hat  anyone  could  do  to  help  you  return  to  school? 
No. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  Ilka  to 
do? 

I don't  know. 

What  would  you  like  to  do  all  your  life? 

Work  in  a grocery  store. 
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What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

Nothing  I dropped  because  I wanted  to  but  If  they  just  tell  the 
students  to  go.  Just  keep  insisting  until  they  get  some  results. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Nothing  because  everything  is  alright.  I would  like  to  be  going 
to  school .because  you  have  to  be  a graduate  to  get  a good  Job. 

When  you  are  young  and  you  start  working  in  a garage  and  you  are 
getting  a few  dollars  you  think  you  are  great,  but  after  you  get 
married  you  know  what  life  really  is.  That  is  why  I am  going 
back  to  school  as  soon  as  I can  because  1 only  need  English  to 
graduate  and  probably  go  to  junior  college  to  take  some  business 
courses . 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

If  they  had  kept  on  telling  me  to  go  and  to  go  until  I would  get 
tired  and  pay  attention  to  them. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

Nothing  t'i  ey  told  me  to  go*  but  I was  working  and  making  a few 
dollars  and  I thought  it  was  great. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I am  working  right  now  but  if  they  hadn't  given  me  that  opportunity 
I would  have  to  work  in  construction  of  labor  and  do  all  the  hard 
work*  but  I am  a supervisor.  It  is  a once  in  a life  chance. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

If  I had  a good  job  but  I have  one  right  now  so  I am  going  to  go  to 
school  later. 

Would  you  return  to  school? 

Yes. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Everything,  frienda  and  everything. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  school? 
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I could  have  thought  more  on  what  1 waa  doing  and  have  an  example 
of  people  that  don't  have  an  education  like  my  father  now  I know 
how  wrong  I waa  to  drop. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

Tell  more  people  not  to  drop.  Help  them  so  they  Wouldn't  make 
the  same  mistake. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

No,  I have  everything. 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

My  hard  head  that  is  all. 

Q 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  would  result  if  you  go  back? 

A 

I could  learn  more  and  get  my  diploma  to  prove  that  I was  a high 
school  graduate. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

In  no  way.  Only  the  work  I have,  but  it  is  a chance  in  a life  time 
that  they  gave  me. 

Q 

Where  are  you  working? 

A 

Transitron. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

I need  school  for  everything  when  you  have  to  talk  to  the  boss  and 
for  Just  everything  you  need  an  education. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

No. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

A 

Not  under  any. 
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A No. 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourgge  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  told  me  to  stay. 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A Just  if  I want  to  go. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like 

to  do? 

A Something  with  electronics. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

Nothing  really  because  the  schools  are  run  alright.  We  don't  have 
any  racial  problems  that  might  conflict  with  school  except  for  a 
few  local  gangs. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

Nothing. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Nothing  I am  planning  to  go  back  to  school. 

Are  you  planning  to  go  to  day  or  night  classes? 

I plan  to  go  to  college. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I need  my  diploma  but  I actually  don’t  regret  dropping  out  except  for 
not  having  the  official  diploma  because  I went  into  the  service  and 
complete  it  for  three  years  and  got  the  G.I.  bill  to  go  to  college. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  st;*;y  in  school? 

Not  hartaeing  so  much  about  homework. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

They  tried  as  much  ea  possible  but  once  I get  something  into  my  head 
I do  it  and  I decided  to  drop  and  go  into  the  army. 

What  woul^  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Get  financially  stable. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

Yes. 

What  do  you  miss  the  iaos~  from  school  now  that  you  have  topped 
attending? 

Ce?  into  sessions  concerning  the  government  and  political  affairs  with 
thu  students  and  teachers  like  in  the  hlstoTy  class. 
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Q What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A I could  have  gotten  better  grades.  If  1 had  had  better  grades  I 

would  have  definitely  stayed  in  school. 

Q What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A I have  to  get  my  high  school  diploma.  When  I completed  the  service 

I took  the  G.E.D.  equivalence  test  and  1 have  to  wait  till  l’m  21 
to  get  my  diploma  from  Austin  or  from  the  local  high  school,  but  I 
have  failed  to  go  all  the  paper  work  required.  After  I get  it  I am 
going  to  college  to  pass  the  entrance  examination  and  then  go  to 
the  Veteran's  Administration  office  to  get  my  chock. 

Q Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A No. 

Q What  single  thing  or  c ire umstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A Some  of  my  buddies  dropped  from  school  three  or  five  months  before 

I did  and  I decided  to  do  it  too. 

Q Just  because  everyone  else  was  doing  it? 

A No,  that  is  not  the  only  reason,  also  because  I wanted  lo  get  out  of 

Laredo  and  see  other  places. 

Q What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A Getting  my  entrance  exam  passed  and  getting  my  high  school  diplova. 

Q In  what  vaya  are  you  really  better  off  since  leaving  school?  Are 

you  better  off? 

A Yes  definitely. 

Q In  whnt  ways? 

A I dropped  school  and  then  joined  the  army.  There  I got  a trade  and 

came  back  to  Laredo.  How  I an  working  with  the  U.S*  Border  Patrol 
doing  the  same  fob  I was  doing  with  the  army,  as  radio  operator. 

They  taught  me  a very  valuable  skill  arid  now  I am  getting  way  above 
average  the  pay  everyone  else  gets  here  in  Laredo. 

Q In  what  ways  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A When  you  take  any  type  of  job  they  always  ask  you  what  grade  level 

you  reached  when  you  were  in  school,  I always  write  11th  and  to 
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the  side  I write  that  I took  the  equivalency  test,  but  in  many 
offices  they  don’t  take  that  as  a valuable  thing  and  that  is  the 
only  way  I regret  not  finishing  school, 

Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A I don’t  know,  I cannot  answer,  but  I guess  if  I had  to  do  it  over 

I would  try  to  study  more  and  finish  school. 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 

school? 

A It  all  depends  on  the  individual.  If  they  have  problems  at  home  or 

if  they  don't  seem  to  fit  in  school,  he  can  find  a job  or  go  into 
the  army. 

Q Do  you  think  they  are  good  reasons  for  dropping  school? 

A In  some  instances  yes.  You  might  take  a big  family  where  the  father 

or  mother  cannot  work  they  have  to  drop  to  help  out. 

Q Hew  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A None  whatsoever.  They  were  heartedly  against  it.  But  you  see  I 

was  in  Junior  year  and  I had  to  take  summer  school  to  be  promoted 
to  the  12th  gradeaand  I wasn't  going  to  graduate  after  that  year, 
and  I didn’t  want  to  wait  that  long  so  I went  to  talk  to  the  army 
counselor.  Then  I told  my  parents  that  I was  going  to  be  killing 
two  birds  with  one  stone  because  I was  going  to  get  my  high  school 
education  and  completing  my  service  and  they  said  that  if  that  was 
what  I want  to  do,  to  do  it. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  told  me  the  values  of  high  school  education  as  well  as  a college 

education  because  it  was  not  like  their  times.  Now  you  need  an 
education  for  everything. 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A That  would  be  up  to  me  I want  to  go  back  but  I have  to  do  All  that 

paper  work  and  it  takes  abotit  3 months  to  be  be  completed. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Work  in  the  field  of  electronica. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

A 

I really  don't  know. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

A 

Well  I really  didn't  drop  because  I didn’t  like  school.  It  was 
because  of  financial  problems  at  home.  I would  have  stayed  in 
school  if  this  had  not  happen  but  school  was  alright. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like 
to  return  to  school? 

A 

I guess  talk  to  the  students  before  they  drop  but  I cannot  go  back 
now. 

Q 

Did  they  ever  ‘talk  to  you? 

A 

Yes,  the  counselor. 

Q 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

k better  Job,  better  Income,  and  a better  way  of  living. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

Have  money. 

q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  tc  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

They  really  tried  to  keap  me  in  school  but  like  I said  financially  we 
were  not  doing  too  good  so  I vas  forced  to  drop. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
•chool? 

A 

/ f things  get  better. 

Q 

If  things  get  better  would  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Oh  yes.  Well,  I don't  think  so  right  now.  1 am  attending  Southern 
Business  College  not  full  tine  but  aftor  work  I go  an  hour  and  a 
half. 

Q 

What  do  you  nlss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 
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What  I didn't  learn  and  1 would  have  learned  If  1 had  stayed  In 
school . 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  In  school? 

Vrobably  if  I had  just  put  a little  effort. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school  ! 

Nothlnc,  not  right  now  I don't  think  so. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  beiore  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Money. 

What  single  thing  or  circunstance  made  you  drop  school? 

Financial  problems. 

Did  you  ever  tried  to  get  a job  after  school? 

'es  I had  a job  after  school  but  I still  had  to  drop. 

What  would  result  if  yon  would  return  to  school? 

I would  probably  have  a better  job  even  though  I have  a good  job 
right  now  but  I really  don’t  know. 

In  what  ways  are  you  really  jetter  off  since  leaving  school? 

In  no  way. 

In  what  ways  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

Well  in  not  getting  a good  job  I would  say. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

I don't  think  so. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school?  . 

Under  no  circumstances.  1 don’t  think  they  should  drop  school. 
How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

In  no  way.  ' \ 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 
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They  didn't  discourage  me  it  was  the  opposite. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  he::P  you  return  to  school? 

Right  now,  I guess  nothing. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Business  administrator. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes?  What  could  the  teachers  or  anybody  have  done? 

Julio 

I liked  school  but  I wanted  to  graduate  faster  than  you  usually  do 
in  the  schools.  We  have  to  obey  the  teachers;  what  ever  they  say. 
Some  of  the  students  didn’t  want  to  be  bossed  by  the  teachers  and 
they  want  to  do  what  they  want.  That  is  why  many  drop  school  be- 
cause they  want  to  behave  the  way  they  do  when  they  are  out  of 
school  and  they  cannot  do  that.  That  is  why  they  are  always  in 
the  office,  because  they  were  smoking  and  you  were  not  suppose  to 
smoke  but  the  more  they  tell  them,  the  more  they  would  do  it.  That 
is  what  kind  of  students  they  have  in  the  schools  and  that  is  the 
only  reason  why  I didn’t  want  to  go  to  school. 

i 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

Miguel 

I don't  like  school  anymore. 

Q 

Why? 

Miguel 

Because  I don’t  like  to  do  the  homework  and  I Just  don't  like  school 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Miguel 

I don’t  know;  like  they  are  they  are  ok;  I Just  rtidn^t  like  it. 

Q 

What  in  particular  didn’t  you  like? 

•\ 

Miguel 

Just  going. 

Q 

Do  you  think  there  is  anything  that  could  be  done  in  the  schools  to 
help  you? 

Miguel 

I don’t  know. 

Julio 

The  schools  were  ok;  the  way  the  schools  are  now  is  not  now  keeping 
me  from  school.  I got  out  because  I wanted  to  help  here. 

And  I got  out  because right  now,  1 don't  know  whether  I will 

pass  or  not;  because  1 entered  late  and  left  early.  The  last  six 
weeks  I was  doing  pretty  bad  and  didn’t  know  whether  or  not  I was 
going  to  pass  to  9th*  How  that  I return  I will  be  18  and  if  I 
stay  in  8th,  well,  that’s  too  old. 

Q 

How  could  they  help  you  in  this  respect? 

Miguel 

I don’t  like  School,  but  I don’t  know  whether  I am  going  to  enter 
school  or  not  this  year,  my  mother  wants  me  to  go,  but.... 

LRJC  . 

263 

M22-64 


2 


Julio 

Miguel 

Q 

Miguel 

Q 

Miguel 

Q 

Miguel 

Q 

Miguel 


Q 

Miguel 

Q 

Miguel 

Julio 


o 


lb,  he  is  going  to  school, 

ifell  I don't  know  about  that I want  to  go  up  north  and  go  to 

work . 

Do  you  plan  to  go  to  school  over  there? 

*b,  I want  to  work. 

How  would  you  return  to  school? 

I am  behind.  I just  don't  like  it  because  I study  and  everything  and 
I can  understand  the  questions  but  I cannot  write  them  down  because 
I don’t  know  how  to  spell. 

Do  you  think  that  you  don't  know  how  to  spell  because  they  didn’t  teach 
you  correctly  when  you  were  in  elementary  school? 

Mo,  I just  got  bored  when  I began  leaving  each  year  to  go  north.  Then 
when  I cam  back  to  Farias  school,  already  in  the  third  grade,  and  I 
had  been  there  for  two  or  three  days  and  the  teacher  sent  me  to  the 
second  grade  maybe  because  she  thought  I was  younger  or  something 
but  I didn't  take  a test  or  anything. 

Did  she  send  you  back? 

Yes,  she  sent  me  to  a lower  grade  and  we  had  not  even  started.  Then 
in  the  4th  grade,  I was  not  failing  but  the  teacher  didn’t  like  me 
and  he  failed  me.  He  had  already  promoted  me  but  then  he  heard  some- 
thing and  he  erased  it  and  failed  me-  When  I was  in  6th  grade  as 
soon  as  I got  to  there  he  said  that  1 was  not  going  to  be  promoted. 

He  didn't  like  me  because  I had  been  with  him  in  the  5th  grade  and 
we  used  to  play  tough  ball  against  his  class  so  he  would  fail  me  and 
he  failed  me  in  the  6th  grade. 

Do  you  believe  that  the  teacher  had  a lot  to  do  with  your  dropping? 

Yes. 

How  would  you  like  the  teachers  to  be? 

Well,  I don’t  think  they  should  give  us  a chance  if  you  don't  know 
anything,  but  this  happen  only  when  1 was  younger.  I was  promoted 
to  7th  grade,  to  8th  and  I don't  know  :lf  I am  going  to  be  promoted 
to  the  9th  grade. 

I past  to  the  fifth  and  I stayed. ...  then  he  told  me  and  I told  ray 
mother. • . .1  think  that  if  he  would  have  given  me  a chance.... he 
gave  another  boy  my  age  a chance.....!  might  have  already  graduated. 
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Would  you  return  to  school  if  you  could  advance  more  rapidly? 

The  problem  I have  is  that  I don’t  know  how  to  spell  and  sometimes 
I don't  want  to  go  to  school  because  I feel  ashamed  because 
don't  know  how  to  spell.  I don't  know.  I take  the  tests  and  I 
fail  them  because  I don’t  know  how  to  spell. 

Do  you  think  somebody  could  help  you  in  any  way? 

I want  to  go  to  school  but  I want  to  learn  to  spell.  I don't  have 
a chance. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I have  not  yet  drop  school  completely  but  I want  to  go  back.  It 
all  depends  if  I pass  or  fail  the  service  exam.  If  I fail,  I will 
go  back  to  school. 

tf  you  pass  the  exam  and  you  go  to  the  service,  how  would  you 
regret  not  going  to  school? 

I might  take  the  exam  in  the  army  for  a graduate. 

And  how  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I didn't  plan  to  graduate  because  1 knew  I wasn't  going  to  make  it 
and  would  be  too  old  when  I graduated.  I em  18  right  now  and  when 
I finish  I'll  be  22.  Then  if  I fail  once  or  twice;  then  they  might 
call  me  and  I’ll  be  about  26.  This  Is  what  I don't  want. 

What  do  you  plan  to  do? 

I want  to  go  back  up  north  and  work. 

How  would  you  regret  having  left  school  in  the  future? 

I don't  know.  Depends  on  how  the  work  is  because  they  say  that  you 
are  going  to  need  a good  education  even  to  work. 

Maybe  you  plan  to  do  what  your  brother  did  to  get  his  diploma  from 

the  arny? 

Ito,  I don't  plan  to  graduate.  If  I Join  the  srmy  I'll  do  something. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

They  wanted  me  to  go  back  to  school  but  I have  to  help  them  and  that 
la  why  1 applied  to  the  N.Y.C.  and  the  migrant  programs  but  I never 
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got  a job.  If  I had  had  a job,  I would  have  gone  up  north  and  I 
would  have  stayed  in  school.  That’s  the  only  hope  my  parents 
have.... us  going  north. 

Q 

Could  you  think  of  a reason  why  you  didn’t  get  in  the  N.Y.C.  or  any 
program? 

Julio 

Because  they  think  that  my  father  gets  enough  money,  but  ic  is 
not  enough  for  all  the  family.  We  have  a lot  of  debts  and  bills 
to  pay  and  that  is  why  we  have  to  go  up  north. 

Miguel 

When  we  go  up  there  I get  as  much  as  my  father  gets  here  in  one  year. 

Julio 

Like  when  we  went  to  Wyoming. 

Mifjuel 

For  about  one  month  and  then  we  went  to  Ohio  but  it  was  no  good  there 
and  ve  came  back  to  Dumas.  I was  getting  $1.70  an  hour  v.  iking  as  a 
feed  lot  or  assietantvelder  up  there,  I can  get  SI. 70  an  hour  any- 
where. . .driving  trucks  or  where  he  was.... just  taking  out  a commer- 
cial license,  that  was  all  I needed. 

Q 

Did  you  get  his  license? 

Miguel 

I hope  to  get  it . 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

Julio 

They  don’t  say  not  to  go  or  keep  me  from  doing  what  I want.  They 
want  us  to  go  br.t  I have  to  help  them.  They  wouldn't  want  me  not  to 
do  anything  and  just  stav  at  home.  If  I don’t  get  a Job  they  will 
send  me  to  school. 

Q 

Do  you  think  it  is  more  helpful  for  you  to  work  than  ro  go  to  school? 

Julio 

We  only  work  during  some  months  of  the  year. 

Miguel 

But  we  always  drop  early  and  enter  school  late.  We  usually  lepve 
about  the  10th  of  May.  This  year  I got  out  in  April.  ^ 

Q 

Then  you  don’t  go  to  school  the  required  time? 

Julio 

H>  because  we  were  always  late. 

Miguel 

Laat  year  we  did  get  here  on  time  but  the  year  before  last  we  enter 
In  October,,  Thle  year  ve  were  planning  to  return  to  school  in 
October,  but. • » . • 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 
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Miguel 

I plan  to  work,  but  if  I come  back  in  October  I will  go  back  to 
school  anyway. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  they  tell  you  to  go. 

Miguel 

I plan  to  work  but  if  I come  back  in  October  I will  go  back  to 
school  anyway. 

Q 

What  do  you  niss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Miguel 

My  girlfriend.  She  told  me  that  if  I didn't  go  to  school  she  would 
break  up  with  me  that  is  why  I am  still  trying  to  stay  in  school. 

If  not  I would  have  dropped  completely  a long  time  ago.  I have  to 
get  good  grades  or  else  she  will  break  up  with  me . 

Q 

Do  you  miss  anything  else? 

Julio 

Well,  everything  in  school  is  ok,  you  have  your  friends  there  and 
the  teachers  they  were  nice  too;  I was  never  sent  to  the  office. 

Q 

What  are  you  going  tc  need  from  school? 

Julio 

To  have  graduated,  but  I will  find  a way  to  get  a diploma  maybe  in 
the  army.  If  not,  I will  get  it  through  correspondance  but  one  way 
or  another  I plan  to  graduate  but  I want  to  finish  with  the  army 
or  in  night  school.... if  you  get  married  and  then  you r re  drafted... 
that  is  pretty  bad. 

Q 

What  do  you  need  from  school? 

Miguel 

Well,  I need  school  to  get  a good  job. 

Q 

Do  you  think  you  could  get  a good  job? 

Miguel 

Well,  I don't  know. 

Julio 

To  find  a Job,  he  can  find  one  but  it  will  not  be  a good  paying  job. 
They  first  pick  those'  that  have  graduated.  Once  those  lay  off,  they 
hire  those  that  haven't  graduated. 

Miguel 

In  Michigan  you  find  graduates  who  are  really  lazy.  What  is  the  use 
of  being  a graduate  if  you  just  hang  around. 

Julio 

I have  not  worked  because  I couldn't  never  find  a job  here.  I have 
made  three  or  four  applications  and  they  never  give  me  work.  If  they 
would  give  me  a Job  after  school,  that  would  be  dif ferent . . . . that 
way  1 would  have  money  to  have  fun  Saturday. 

Q 

What  were  you  telling  us  about  the  employment  office? 

Julio 

0 
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do  and  I told  them  that  I wanted  to  work  in  a store  cleaning  up  or 
something  and  they  never  called  me.  There  la  no  work  here  because 
there  are  a lot  of  people  from  across  the  river  working  here  In 
the  stores  that  Is  why  the  graduates  from  here  leave  because  .here 
Isn't  anything.  There  Isn't  anything  here  because  of  Nuevo  Laredo. 
The  girls,  graduates,  that  could  work  at  Nclcner  s and  Kress.... 
and  the  Mayjob  that  Is.  There  are  the  migrants  from  across  t “ 
river.  How  does  a person  do  It?  There  are  no  brakes. . ..that  Is 
why  so  many  drop they  don't  graduate  and  go  up  north  Instead. 

There  Is  no  use  graduating  here  If  you  can't  get  a job. 

In  other  towns,  it's  not  like  this. 

We  don’t  have  any  difficulties  up  north  but  we  cannot  go  oyer  there 
and  stay  because  my  father’s  mother  Is  here  and  we  cannot  leave  her 
alone  her  i;  it's  better  over  there  cool  and  more  Jobs. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

If  I wasn’t  this  old.  Because  I like  school  and  everything  but  I 
plan  to  get  ray  diploma  anyway. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

I want  to  go  but  I need  work  wilso. 

If  they  had  special  class  so  I could  learn  spelling. 

Do  you  think  that  If  they  helped  you  In  this  way  you  would  go  no 
school? 


Miguel  Yes, 


Julio 


Miguel 


High  achool  Is  not  the  same.  It  is  pure  dictation.  The  teachers 
don't  write  on  the  board  anymore;  they  Just  read  It  to  you. 

This  Is  why.  I knew  that  I was  not  going  to  make  It  this  year 
because  I had  the  paper  blank  every  time  we  had  a test  because  I 
knew  the  answers  but  I couldn't  write  them  down.  Sometimes  I w 
copy  just  so  that  the  class  didn't  say  I didn't  know  anything,  but 
I knew  It  was  Just  that  I couldn't  write  them  down. 

Q Did  the  teachera  ever  asked  you  why  you  got  a zero? 

Miguel  No,  I couldn't  tell  them  it  was  because  I didn't  know  how  to  spell. 

* I told  them  that  I hadn't  studied  and  that  was  all. 

q la  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  ichool? 
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Like  I told  you.... learn  to  spell  and  work. 


No. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

X wanted  to  help  my  father  and  buy  what  I needed  my  clothes  and  all 
of  that. 


What  made  you  drop  school? 

I also  had  t d help  my  father  and  buy  what  I needed. 
What  would  make  you  return  to  school? 

If  they  had  special  classes  to  learn  spelling. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 


Because  I plan  to  graduate  in  the  army  you  work  and  study  at  the 
same  time,  that  way  I finish  two  thing-  at  the  saiw  time. 

How  do  you  think  you  might  be  better  off  Miguel? 

I don't  know.... why  does  one  want  to  get  in  the  army  now... they  take 
you  over  there  and  then  you  are  in  a real  fix. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

Only  that  you  cannot  get  a good  job  without  a good  education. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again- would  you  drop  school  a second  time? 


Yea. 


Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 


Education  is  the  best  thing  you  can  get  and  I don't  think  anybody  should 
drop  school. 

What  do  you  think  is  a good  reason  for  dropping  school? 


Well,  because  aoma  are  poor  and  donft  have  the  clothes  they  need.  They 
feel  ashamed.  To  drop  to  go  to  work. ... .that  Is  why  many  drop.  And 
want  to  go  to  school* 


Bow  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  Jrop  school? 
Bo  they  wanted  ue  to  graduate. 
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If  they  tell  xae  to  go,  I would  have  to  obey  then*. 

You  know,  they  want  us  well  dressed,  -hey  want  the  best  for  us. 

Like  my  mother  tells  us  that  they  don't  vant  us  to  be  uneducated 
like  them.  My  father  has  some  education  but  my  mother  never  went 
to  school.  As  far  ao  my  parents  are  concerned  they  want  us  to 
go  to  school. 

What  advice  could  you  give  your  brother? 

I tell  him  to  go  to  school . .*  .but  he  doesn't  want  to.  He  is  very 
stubborn. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

Ibthing. . . ,once  you  begin  to  think  of  the  future,.., I don’t  plan  to 
return;  maybe  if  I don’t  pass  my  service  exam;  then  Irll  return. 

Nothing. 

You  mention  some  things  earlier? 

You  mean  special  classes? 

Yes . 

I don't  like  to  copy  because  I know  I am  cheating  myself.  I get  a 
good  grade  and  everything  but  I didn't  learn  anything.  That  is 
why  I want  to  get  special  classes  in  spelling  because  I need  them. 
And  if  they  gave  me  these  classes  I could  probably  attend  them. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  you  had  to  go  to  after  school  classes? 

I have  other  things  to  do  after  school.  Besides,  you  get  tired  of 
Just  school  and  school. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

In  anything  as  long  as  I get  a good  pay. 

What  would  you  like  to  do  the  most? 

Well,  I knew  acne  mechanics  and  welding. 

We  try  to  get  tha  best  but  you  just  can  do  everything. 

What  is  that  you  would  like  to  do? 

Work  in  a factory;  ba  stationary so  that  1 wouldn't  have  to 

be  moving  from  place  to  place  looking  for  work. 
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wouldn’t  go... there  is  much  danger  in  going  up  north you  might 

turn  over  driving  over  there  or  something. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

I always  went  to  classes  but  when  I dropped  I dropped. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

I was  interested  but  it  was  me,  I needed  discipline. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like 
to  return  to  school? 

I just  didn't  have  any  discipline  I dropped  and  join  the  service. 

Would  you  change  the  schools  in  any  way? 

Well,  everything  needs  change,  the  schools  and  the  people.  Like 
there  are  a lot  of  boys  that  don’t  have  any  discipline.  I was  one 
of  them  and  they  Just  tell  them  to  go  home  and  don  t come  back  and 
that  is  wrong.  They  should  sent  them  with  the  counselor  to  talk 
to  them  not  just  send  them  home  and  have  them  bring  their  parents. 

Would  you  return  to  school? 

Well,  I needed  discipline  and  they  couldn't  give  It  to  me  in  school 
I needed  the  discipline  from  the  Air  Force  and  I recommend  for  the 
ones  that  don’t  have  discipline  to  Join  the  Air  Force.  Then  they 
can  get  disciplined  and  then  come  back  and  they  will  know  what  they 
want  because  that  is  the  way  it  happened  to  me. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I don't  regret  it  any  way  because  I have  finished  school.  I took  the 
G.E.D.  equivalency  test  and  I have  advanced  because  now  I have  completed 
my  duty  with  the  government  and  I don't  have  to  worry  about  it  anymore 
I am  a veteran  and  I get  a check  from  the  Air  Force. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  ir.  school? 

fobbing  because  I had  decided  because  of  my  hard  head. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

fothing. 

Wh.t  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
•chool? 
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Nothing  I didn't  hare  any  problems  at  home.  It  was  me.  I was  just 
a clown  in  the  classes* 

q 

Would  you  return  to  school? 

A 

I wouldn*  t . 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Well,  I was  17  years  old  and  I like  to  go  to  the  baseball  games  and 
# the  dances  and  everything,  but  I used  to  hang  around  with  boys  21 
and  27  years  old  and  they  didn't  have  the  same  tastes. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

I would  Just  go  but  I wouldn't  be  too  glad  to  be  going. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

R>,  I don't  need  anything. 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

Nothing  force  me  to  go  but  it  was  my  decision. 

Q 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 

I would  just  be  another  common  student. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

Because  1 got  the  discipline  I needed,  I got  my  college  education 
Insured  and  I don't  have  to  worry  about  the  draft  anymore  because 
I have  completed  it  at  the  same  time. 

Q 

Bow  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

1 am  not  rich. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

If  I had  the  aaae  problems  I had  I would.  There  wasn't  any  other 
reason. 

q 

Under  what  c ire urns tencaa  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 
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A Well,  if  they  have  problems,  but  it  all  depends  on  the  individuals. 

Some  are  hard  headed  but  if  they  treat  them  like  persons  not  like 
animals  they  might  be  able  to  get  into  the  right  track. 

Q How  did  your  parents  entourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't  in  any  way. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A Well,  you  see  I was  17  and  I wanted  to  Join  the  service  so  they 

wouldn't  so  my  parents  wouldn't  sign  because  they  thought  I was 
too  young.  They  told  me  to  wait  until  January  because  maybe  I 
could  think  about  it  better  but  1 told  them  I wasn't  going  to 
school-  so  they  had  to  sign  and  I joined  the  Air  Force. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Well,  I have  the  opportunity  to  work  and  go  to  college,  but  right 

now  it  doesn't  really  matter  just  as  long  as  it  is  not  a dirty  Job 
and  that  I can  communicate  with  people  that  have  some  education. 

Q What  have  you  always  like  the  most? 

A Mechanics. 
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What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

They  couldn't  have  done  anything. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

Nothin?  they  didn't  like  us. 

Why? 

Because  they  said  we  were  not  very  nice. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

I would  like  Jto  return  to  school  but  I have  some  debts  to  pay  and  the 
baby  * 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

If  I could  I would. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Because  of  the  diploma,  I didn't  get  it. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

Nothing. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
Nothing. 

What  would  diave  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Nothing  I have  the  baby  and  the  debts  to  pay. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

Yes. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Football. 
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Q 

Were  you  a football  player? 

A 

No. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

I don't  have  an  Idea. 

Q 

Vhat  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

If  I didn't  do  anything  then  much  less  now. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

Yes,  money. 

Q 

What  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

Just  because  of  my  hard  head  that  was  all.  Because  when  I dropped 
I didn't  even  think  about  getting  married.  You  see  when  I was  in 
school  they  were  just  starting  the  H.E.B.  program  where  you  can 
finish  school  faster.  I talked  to  the  man  ard  asked  for  more 
information  and  by  the  time  I knew  he  had  the  ticket  for  me  to  go 
to  El  Paso,  bur  I didn't  study  over  there  bo  I came  back,  I didn't 
finish  here  or  over  there. 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  would  result  in  your  returning 
to  school? 

A 

I would  have  a better  Job. 

Q 

How  are  you  bett  r off  since  leaving  school? 

i 

A 

I don’t  think  so  in  a:\yway. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

A 

In  working  to  begin  with. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

lb,  If  they  would  give  me  another  opportunity  1 would  stay. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

A 

They  shouldn’t  drop  under  any  circumstances. 
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How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 


A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


It  was  me. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn’t  discourage  me  they  scold  me  a lot  for  dropping. 
What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 


To  give  me  money  to  go  back  to  school. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like 
to  do? 


Manager  or  salesman. 

What  have  you  liked  to  be  all  the  time? 

Operator  of* cranes  and  all  of  that  but  it  is  a very  dirty  job.  I 
have  really  not  thought  about  it. 

think  twice. 


Did  your  friends  also  drop  school? 

yes'  one  is  in  Port  La  Vaca  and  the  others  are  in  Houston 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

A 

I don’t  know,  I mean  It  all  depends  on  the  individual*  I was  rest- 
less that  is  why  I dropped. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

1 don't  know,  it  is  tough  to  answer. 

Q 

In  what  ways  do  you^  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

I didn’t  graduate,  but  I am  really  doing  a good  job  you  wouldn't 
think  I dropped  school. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

They  force  me  no  go.  They  wanted  me  to  go. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

Well,  you  see  I have  three  sisters  in  college  and  I have  a brother 
and  alster  that  are  graduating  from  college  this  year,  so  you  can't 
say  it  is  the  environment  that  made  me  drop.  I had  the  perfect 
environment. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 

attending? 

A 

Nothing#  I an  an  unuaual  case# 

Q 

What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

I don't  know.  Really  all  of  those  questions  are  tough  to  answer  if 
they  would  ask  me  right  after  I dropped  I might  have  been  able  to 
say  something. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 
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Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


The  thing  was  that  I wanted  to  travel  that  is  why  I thought  to  join 
the  service . 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

My  restlessness  I guess. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

I would  get  my  degree  because  let's  face  it  without  a degree  you 
cannot  do  anything. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

Not  really. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

1 missed  home  after  I left  that  was  all. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

Ho. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

Hone. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't. 

In  what  way  did  your  parent  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

In  many  ways. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Criminology. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

I don’t  have  an  idea. 

What  couJd  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

Nothing. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Nothing. 

Do  you  like  school  the  way  it  is? 

Yea . 

Would  you  return  to  school? 

No  because  I don’t  like  it  anymore. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Because  I didn't  get  my  diploma  to  find  a better  job. 

Have  you  tried  to  get  a Job? 

Yes  and  I have  found  one. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

I don't  know. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
Ns  thing. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Nothing. 

Would  you  return  to  school? 

to. 

What  do  you  miaa  the  Boat  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending?  ■ 
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A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  could  you  personal ly  have  done  to  stay  In  schpol? 

A 

Nothing* 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

lb. 

Q 

What  made  you  drop  achool? 

A 

I didn't  like  school  anymore. 

Q 

Did  you  have  any  reason  for  disliking  school? 

A 

tt>,  I just  didn't  like  it. 

Q 

What  kind  of  grades  did  you  get? 

A 

I had  C— ' 8 and  75  hut  I never  failed.  I dropped  to  Join  the  Karines. 

Q 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

A 

In  no  way. 

Q 

In  what  ways  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  schcoL? 

A 

I don't  know,  in  working. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  It  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

Tea* 

Q 

Why? 

A 

I don’t  like  it. 

Q 

Is  there  any  particular  reason? 

A 

I Just  didn’t  like  it  when  I got  to  the  10th  grade  it  was  harder 
for  mt* 
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Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

Nat  any. 

Under  any  circumstances? 


How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn’t. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

Nothing, 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Something  about  mechanics  that  is  what  I am  doing  right  now. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

A 

Nothing  It  was  up  to  me* 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

To  let  me  go  back  in  school. 

Q 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

I didn’t  regret  it  but  afterwards  I did  because  education  is  very 
important.  * 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

I decided  to  drop  because  they  were  constantly  telling  me  I had  to 
graduate.  That  I had  to  go  to  school  every  day  and  it  Just  got  into 
ay  head  to  quit. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Friends  but  th  it  Is  besides  the  point. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

I don’t  know. 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

My  parents  were  the  main  reason  I dropped. 

<1 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 

I would  hope  to  graduate  from  college. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

A 

In  no  way. 

Q 

Bow  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

A 

Income,  responsibilities  with  family  and  Just  plain  education. 
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Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A I wouldn't. 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 

school? 

A Nothing  I don't  see  anyway. 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  9chool? 

A They  didn't  encourage  me. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A Because  all  of  the  family  had  graduated  they  also  wanted  me  to  graduate 

and  I don't  blame  them  but  it  got  to  the  point  that  I couldn't  take  it 
anymore. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A A lawyer . 

Q Is  that  what  you  want  to  study? 

A Yes . 
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Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

school? 

A Nothing. 

Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

classes? 

A Nothing,  I don't  think  so. 

Q What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like 

to  return  to  school? 

A If  they  had  air  conditioning. 

Q Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

A I ^an't  now. 


Q 

A 


Q 

A 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 
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How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

1 don't  regret  having  married,  but  financially  I could  have  done 
more  because  of  more  education.  I would  have  more  opportunities. 
This  is  my  own  opinion  I didn’t  hear  it  in  television  or  anything 

but  I know  that  if  I had  stayed  in  school  and  gone  to  college  I 

would  have  done  a lot  better  things. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

They  could  have  bought  me  a new  car.  My  parents  always  insisted  so 
I would  stay  in  school.  They  even  promised  to  buy  me  a car  if  I 

didn't  get  married  but  I wanted  to  get  married.  Tils  is  f rsonal 

but  I want  you  all  to  understand  that  I didn't  have  to  get  married 
I wanted  to  get  married.  It  was  a big  mistake  I know. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

Nothing  because  all  they  did  was  for  my  own  good. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

I don’t  know  how  to  answer  It.  I don't  understand. 

Is  there  anything  that  would  have  to  happen  at  home  to  make  you 
return  to  school? 

No. 
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Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

My  friends* 

Q 

What  c ould  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

If  they  would  pay  me  I would  go  right  now. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  then? 

A 

If  I had  more  will  power  to  stay  I would  probably  still  be  in 
school* 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

If  I had  money.  If  they  would  help  me  financially. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

No  money,  but  that  is  about  the  only  thing* 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

Marriage. 

Q 

Wh«6.t  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 

I would  not  go  unless  I would  have  money,  but  in  this  situation  I 
can't  go. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  sin  2 you  left  school? 

A 

In  studying  because  I ittVe  never  stopped  studying  I have  studied 
all  the  time. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

I didn't  finish  high  school.  I could  have  more  opportunities,  if 
I had  the  diploma. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  It  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

Mo. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  9tudent  should  drop 
school? 

A 

If  they  hpve  a lot  of  needs.  Like  if  they  have  onl"  a mother  and 
they  have  to  work  to  support  the  family,  or  when  the  family  is  too 
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big  that  is  the  only  reason  that  I would  say  they  could  drop 
How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 


A They  didn’t. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 


A They  didn't. 

Q What  could  be  done  to  help  you  return  to  school? 


A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


Nothing. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  vhac  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Well,  ever  since  I was  in  school  I wanted  to  study  electronics.  I 
have* studied  here  at  home  and  now  I have  a small  shop. 


How  many  credits  did  you  need  to  graduaite? 
I think  2 and  a half  credits. 


o do  what  I am  doing  right  now  you  really  have  to  know  that  you 
ire  doing,  so  you  need  an  education  very  badly.  If  you  have  any 
[uestions  be  sure  to  call  me  I will  be  very  glad  to  answe.  them. 
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Q What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

school? 

A I have  to  think  about  it. 

Q Could  they  have  done  anything? 

A I am  not  in  school. 

Q When  you  drop  what  could  they  have  done? 

A to thing. 

Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 

go  to  school? 

A Nothing. 

Q What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A Nothing. 

Q Would  you  return  to  school  if  something  happened? 

A No,  not  to  that  one. 

Q How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A I don't  regret  it. 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A Nothing. 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A Nothing. 

Q What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school? 

A to thing. 


Q What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stepped 

attending? 

A The  cleeses. 

Q What  could  ycu  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 
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Nothing  I don't  know  what  I could  have  done. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

lb. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I just  didn't  feel  like  going  anymore,  I did  not  have  enough  money. 
Why? 

I don't  know  I just  didn't  feel  like  going. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

I would  be  better  off. 

How  are  you ‘better  off  since  leaving  school? 

Yes. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I am  not  worst  off . 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

No,  1 don't  think  so. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
schoool? 

When  they  can't  go. 

Why? 

Well,  financial  problems. 

Do  you  think  that  is  a good  reason  for  dropping  school? 

Well,  yes  because  if  they  don't  have  any  money  how  can  we  go. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  encourage  me. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 


M24-71 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Elementary  teaching. 

Q Why  elementary  teaching? 

A I don't  know  I just  like  it. 


o 

ERIC 

'imiflaffHHaoaa 


290 

521 


? ■ jf 


I 

f 

b 


I 


M24-72;  18;  3-19-68;  10;  2. 


Q What  could  the  people  In  the  school*,  have  done  to  make  you  go  t> 

school? 

A I would  have  stayed  if  the  teachers  would  explain  better  so  that 

the  students  could  understand.  The  teachers  would  confuse  you 
more. 

Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

classes? 

A I was  interested  in  school  but  I dropped  because  I wanted  to  work. 

Q Did  you  like  to  go  to  classes? 

A Yes. 

Q What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school?  ; 

A About  going  to  school  again  I couldn't  study  anymore.  Nothing 

would  go  in  my  head.  That's  the  cause  of  dropping. 

Q Is  there  anything  that  you  would  like  to  be  changed  in  the  schools 

so  that  you  would  like  to  attend? 

A They  could  be  anyway  as  long  as  the  teachers  would  explain  better. 

Q Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

A because  X am  married  and  I could  not  go  to  day  classes.  I 

could  go  to  night  classes, 

Q In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A Right  now  I don't  regret  it  because  I have  a good  job. 

Q Where  are  you  working? 

A l am  working  in  the  hospital. 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A They  didn't  have  anything  to  do  with  me  dropping  out.  They  did 

everything  possible  to  send  me  to  school,  but  I would  make  believe 
I would  go  to  school  but  I didn't  go  to  classes  so  they  let  me  drop, 

Q How  long  were  you  doing  that? 

A About  a month,  I went  to  school  but  I didn't  go  to  classes. 
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What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to 
school? 


They  did  everything  possible. 


What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 


Nothing  If  I could  I would  go.  Here  at  home  they  don’t  have  to 
tell  me  anything.  I want  to  go  on  my  own  and  I want  to  go  to 
night  classes. 


Would  you  go  to  school  If  this  happened? 
Yes. 


What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 


The  studies.  Practice  English  and  math. 

What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 


I could  have  stopped  just  fooling  around  and  making  believe  1 was 
going  to  classes. 


What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 


Just  to  look  where  they  are  going  to  give  me  night  classes  and 
apply  to  see  if  they  would  accept  me. 


Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 


to. 


What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 


I was  too  behind  so  I couldn't  make  up  the  credits  I needed  to 
be  promoted  and  that  was  my  second  year  in  the  same  grade  so  1 
decided  to  drop  and  look  for  a Job. 


What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

1 don't  know  1 would  try  to  make  up  what  I have  missed* 
If  you  had  your  diploma  already  what  would  result? 

1 would  try  to  study  there  in  the  hospital. 

Can  you  study  without  having  graduated? 
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No,  you  have  to  have  graduated. 

Q 

In  what  ways  do  you  really  feel  that  you  are  better  off  since 
leaving  school? 

A 

Well,  the  thing  that  they  all  say  is  that  it  i<?  very  hard  to  find 
a Job  when  you  drop.  Well,  I had  some  trouble  for  about  a month 
but  then  I started  to  work  here  in  the  hospital  and  I am  pretty 
good. 

Q 

Is  this  the  only  way  that  you  are  better  off? 

A 

V'ell  because  I am  learning  a lot  of  things  here  in  the  hospital. 

Q 

In  what  ways  do  you  feel  that  you  are  worst  off  since  leaving 
school? 

A 

I am  not  worst  off. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

:*>. 

Q 

In  other  words  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

Yes  because  I could  have  a better  job. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

A 

They  shouldn't  drop. 

Q 

Under  any  circumstances? 

A 

tot  under  any  circumstances. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  didn't  encourage  tne.  They  Just  get  tired  of  going  to  school 
and  talking  for  me  so  that  I could  return  to  school  because  I 
never  vent  to  class.  So  they  would  call  home  and  my  parents  had 
to  go  to  school.  They  asked  me  if  I didn't  want  school  anymore 
and  I told  them  no,  so  they  said  to  look  for  a Job. 

Q 

How  did  your  parentB  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

No,  they  .try  to  encourage  me  to  stay  they  even  bought  me  a car  so 
I could  stay  in  school  and  everything. 

Q 

Uhat  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school ? 
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I could  finish  school  at  night. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 


I like  to  study  to  be  a welder. 


r. 

! ■; 

K ERLC 

B kfliiTiiaff.TiTtaa 


294 


M24-73 ; 19;  10-12-66;  11;  2. 


Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

. A 

If  they  are  nicer.  I dropped  school  because  I . had  a problem  with 
a teacher. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

A 

To  have  more  variety,  more  studies  and  no  pals  of  the  teachers. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

I don't  know  I cannot  answer  that  question  right  now. 

Q 

Do  you  think  school  is  alright  the  way  it  is? 

A 

Wuen  I was  in  school  they  seemed  to  be  alright  except  for  what  I 
said. 

Q 

Do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

No. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

They  did  everything  they  could. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school 

A 

They  did  everything  they  could. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

You  have  to  have  a high  school  diploma  for  every  Job  but  if  they 
would  pass  a law  or  something  saying  that  you  can't  get  a Job 
without  a diploma  you  would  have  to  get  your  diploma  for  living. 

Q 

Would  anything  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

Would  you  Teturn  to  school? 

A 

What  for?  I don’t  want  Co. 
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Q 

Did  you  graduate? 

A 

No  but  I got  the  equivalence  high  school  diploma. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Girls. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

If  I hadn't  had  sucb  a hot  temper  I would  have  stayed  a little 
longer. 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

I never  did  like  school  for  one  thing. 

Q 

Why? 

A 

Because  I just  couldn’t  see  myself  reading  a book.  Not  that  I 
couldn't  read  it,  but  I just  didn't  like  it.  Also  I didn't  like 
to  do  my  homework. 

Q 

What  kind  of  grades  did  you  get? 

A 

Fair  grades. 

Q 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 

I would  stay  and  get  my  diploma* 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

A 

It  la  about  the  same  except  that  now  I work  all  day. 

Q 

Row  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

A 

Girls. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  It  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

Yea  if  I had  the  same  problem  with  the  same  teacher  1 would  drop 

Q 

What  was  the  problem? 

A 

I couldn't  get  along  with  her  or  she  couldn't  get  along  with  me. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  everyone  should  drop 
school? 
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A They  should  finish  school,  they  shouldn't  drop. 

Q How  did  your  patents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't  encourage  me  In  any  way, 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A In  every  way  possible  they  offered  to  do  this  and  that  if  I stayed 

in  school  but  I didn't  want  to,  * 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A I want  to  be  somebody  in  sometMng.  You  sea  X air  a mechanic  and  you 

never  know  everything  about  mechanics  Just  as  long  as  I am  a good 
experienced  mechanic . 

You  aee  the  problem  was  that  the  teacher  asked  me  for  the  notebook 
and  I told  her  I didn't  have  it  to  give  me  a zero  or  do  whatever 
she  wished.  Then  she  eaid  who  do  you  think  you  are?  And  I said 
nobody  I am  Just  a student  and  I don't  have  my  notebook  so  give  me 
a zero  and  let  go  at  that.  She  sent  me  to  the  office  and  the  Colo- 
nel told  me  to  go  home  and  don't  come  back  until  I have  the  note- 
book, so  1 stayed  home . I asked  a girl  that  lives  around  the  block 
to  lend  me  her  notebook,  and  I copied  word  for  word  from  her  note- 
book so  when  the  Colonel  called  me  he  said  to  go  back  to  school  I 
told  him  I didn't  have  the  notebook  but  that  I was  going  to  go  to 
return  the  books.  The  next  day  I went  to  school  and  dropped  and 
went  through  the  teacher's  room  and  showed  her  the  notebook  Just 
to  see  what  she  wojld  give  me.  She  said  you  lack  this  and  that 
in  your  notebook  it  is  worth  a t-  so  then  I told  her  that  I had 
copied  word  for  word  from  a notebook  that  had  an  A-  but  since  that 
v as  my  notebook  it  was  worth  a C-#  but  that  is  alright  that  she 
didn't  have  to  worry  about  because  I had  already  dropped  school. 

She  said  why  that  we  could  talk  it  over  outside  the  room  but  she 
didn't  convince  me,  I was  just  Wasting  my  time  why  not  let  some- 
one else  take  my  place  and  I dropped. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

A 

It  wasn't  thf.t  I wanted  to  drop  I had  to  work  since  my  father  past 
away  I was  the  only  one  left  at  home  to  work. 

ft 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A' 

Nothing.  Everything  was  alright. 

Q 

Would  you  definitely  return  to  school? 

A 

Ohl  yes  if  I could. 

Q 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

The  only  way  I regret  having  left  school  is  that  everywhere  you  go 
to  ask  for  a job  they  asked  you  if  you  have  a high  school  education. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Girls. 

Q 

Did  you  like  school? 

A 

Yes,  I enjoyed  school. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

I don't  know. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  sctv  >1? 
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A 

If  I could  get  ofl  work  I would  like  to  go  to  school. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  tefore  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

No. 

Q 

What  single  thing  cr  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

Just  having  to  work. 

Q 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 

I would  be  willing  to  finish  school. 

Q 

In  what  ways  are  you  really  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

A 

I don't  feel  good  about  leaving  school,  but  I had  to  work, 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

A 

I am  doing  alright  with  the  education  I have. 

Q 

What  grade  did  you  drop  school? 

A 

11th. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  It  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

t 

A 

No. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  everyone  should  drop  school? 

A 

They  shouldn't  drop.  They  would  be  better  off  if  they  stay  In  school. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  didn't  encourage  me  at  all. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

Just  the  fact  that  they  didn't  want  me  to  drop  out  but  I had  to. 

Q 

What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A 

There  Is  nothing  anyone  can  do.  If  I want  to  I could  go  if  I could, 
but  I need  to  work  also. 

Q 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to  do? 

oA 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

A 

I didn’t  like  it. 

Q 

Why? 

A 

They  criticize  everybody.  I didn’t  like  to  joke  around. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

A 

Hothing. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

If  the  teachers  are  more  kind  and  if  they  would  explain  better.  I 
used  to  asked* them  questions  and  they  all  told  me  to  go  after  school, 
but  I didn’t  have  any  time  after  school. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

A 

1 a. 

Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

Well,  I miss  my  friends. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

They  used  to  watch  me  very  much  if  I didn’t  do  my  homework  they 
wouldn't  let  ae  go  out. 

Q 

Whet  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

Whet  do  you  aiss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Going  froa  class  to  class  and  ROTC;  1 liked  it  very  much. 

Q 

What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  In  school? 
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If  I didn’t  play  hookie  so  much. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Only  hope  I can  return.  I am  willing  to  go  back.  What  is  keeping 
me  from  going  back  ie  that  I am  very  behind. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Clothes  and  right  now  I need  money. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I got  tired  of  the  same  teachers  and  they  didn’t  even  teach  you 
anything.  All  they  did  was  just  explain  on  the  board. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

I would  make  my  parents  very  happy  that  is  for  sure,  but  my  friends 
would  criticize  me  for  going  back  after  I dropped. 

/ 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

Only  in  money. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

I'd  rath*7  work  than  go  to  school. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 
Depends,  if  everything  was  the  same,  yes. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 

achool? 

My  friends  dropped  school  and  join  the  army  they  ate  all  in  the 

service. 

Do  you  think  that  every  student  should  drop  achool? 

It  depends  on  vhat  they  think.  It  is  no  use  just  to  go  to  play 
hookie • 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  told  me  that  if  1 dropped  school  I was  not  going  to  find  a good 

. 301 

532 


rw&rr&w  «SA'*s*»?*Si53i9 


M25-75 


job  but  thac  they  ware  going  to  let  me  do  it  so  I could  find  out 
myself. 

Q What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A I just  canft  face  my  friends  again. 

Q What  could  anybody  do  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A I would  return  but  not  to  the  same  school.  I want  to  go  to  Saint 

Joseph's  Academy  but  they  told  me  I had  bad  records  and  that  they 
couldn’t  accept  me. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A I wouldl like  to  be  an  electrician. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

A 

I didn't  go  because  all  the  teachers  think  that  school  belongs  to 
them  they  want  to  sit  you  wherever  they  want  to. 

Q 

Could  they  have  done  anything? 

A 

Well,  I went  to  talk  to  the  counselor  and  told  her  that  I wanted  to 
sit  by  the  window  in  my  history  class  because  I prespire  a lot  and 
she  told  me  to  buy  an  ant i-prespirant  deodorant  but  that  I couldn't 
sit  by  the  window.  I told  her  1 wasn't  going  to  go  to  school  any- 
more and  I didn't  go  back. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

A 

Just  what  I told  you  before,  I wanted  to  sit  by  the  window. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

I think  they  should  change  the  office  personal  they  have  been  there 
a long  time. 

Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

I don't  regret  it . 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Nothing, 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

Maybe  if  my  mother  had  gone  to  talk  to  the  counselor  but  I don't  think 
they  would  have  given  her  any  attention. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 
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A I don't  know. 

Q What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A I don't  know.  I don't  want  to  go  anymore. 

Q Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school? 

A No. 

Q What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A They,  the  pejple  in  the  office,  never  gave  you  any  attention. 

Q What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A I would  graduate. 

Q How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A In  no  way  I am  still  the  same. 

Q How  are  you  worst  off? 

A I need  the  high  school  diploma  to  look  for  a job. 

Q Have  you  tried  to  find  a Job? 

A Yea . 

Q Have  you  found  one? 

A No. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A No. 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  stvlent  should  drop 

school? 

A I don't  know  but  usually  the  people  that  drop  have  problems. 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school . 

A They  didn't  encourage  me  they  wanted  me  to  go. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 
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»o  the,  didn't  dl.cout.gd  - dt0,,pln8 

Uh*t  could  be  done  t0  h*lp  Y°“  ,et“tn  “ 

, don’t  know  b.c.u.n  I don’t  «...  to  *°  «->”• 

Do  you  like  school  at  all 7 
No. 

would  you  return  to  another  school? 

yes  if  there  was  another  school  that  would  accept  me. 

v t anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like 
If  you  could  work  at  anything  you 

do? 

I don't  know  I think  police  work  but  I a.  not  sure. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

A 

I don’t  have  an  idea. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

k 

I don’t  know. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

Do  you  like  them  the  way  they  are? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school? 

A 

No,  it  is  too  late.  Now  I am  working. 

Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

You  don’t  get  a good  education. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

Nothing.  I don’t  think  so. 

Q 

What  would  haveeto  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
achool? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 
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Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 


A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 


No. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

Nothing. 

Why  did  you  drop? 

I was  wasting  my  time  because  there  were  a lot  of  problems  In  school 
and  there  were  a lot  of  fights  and  I didn  t like  that. 

Were  you  involved  in  the  fights? 

No,  I just  didn't  like  them. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

I would  like  to  return  to  school.  It  is  too  late  now. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

I am  working  and  helping  my  parents  because  my  father  is  sick  and  I 
am  the  only  one  supporting  the  house. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

In  no  way. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

I don't  know  what  could  happen  later  on. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

I don't  have  any  idea. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  want  me  to  drop. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 
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In  no  way. 
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Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A Nothing. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like 

do? 

A Auto  mechanic. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  sch,  ils  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

Nothing.  I was  very  behind  for  the  grade  I was  in  that  is  why  I 
dropped. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

Nothing.  I always  learned  what  they  taught  me. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school?  Do  you  like  the  schools  the  way  they  are? 

Yes 

Would  you  return  to  school? 

Well*  right  now  I am  behind  in  grades. 

Do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Yea  because  it  is  better  to  finish  to  have  a better  education. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

I don't  know. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
Send  me  to  school. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
•chool? 

Nothing. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Everything. 

What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

I don't  know. 

Would  you  like  to  return  to  school? 

Yaa,  I would  like  to. 
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Q What  could  you  do  now? 

A I am  behind  in  school.  I don't  think  I could  return. 

Q Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school? 

A No . 

Q . What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A Being  behind  in  school  for  my  age. 

Q Why  were  you  so  behind? 

A When  I was  in  Tomas  Sanchez  and  in  Tarver  I got  very  behind. 

Q WhAt  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 1 would  stuJy, 

Q How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 1 am  not  better  off. 

Q How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A There  is  no  work  here. 

Q Have  you  tried  to  find  a job? 

A Yea,  I went  to  the  employment  office. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A I don’t  think  so. 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  ahould  drop 

school? 

A No,  they  should  finish  school. 

Q Under  any  circumstances? 

A Yes, 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A , They  didn't  say  anything. 
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Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 
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How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

Nothing  it  was  my  decision. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

X don*  t know . 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Well,  I applied  as  a clerk  boy  or  something  like  that. 

Is  that  what  you  like  to  do? 

No,  but  I applied  for  that. 

What  do  you  like  to  do  the  moat? 

I don* t know. 
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What  could  the  people  In  the  school*  here  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

Nothing,  the  methods  they  have  are  alright. 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

Nothing  It  was  alright. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  In  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

I don't  have  anything  against  them. 

Would  you  like  to  return  to  school? 

Yea*  why  not. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I dontt  regret  It  right  now. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  In  school? 

If  they  had  given  me  more  attention. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
If  they  had  tried  to  help  me  more. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

Nothing. 

Would  you  return  to  school? 

Yes. 

What  do  you  mis*  the  moat  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A little  of  the  studlea. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  In  school? 

Just  anything  to  return  to  school. 

What  could  you  ha*a  done  before  you  dropped? 
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Just  uke  better  grades. 

What  could  you  do  now? 

1 could  go  to  night  classes. 

Hava  you  ever  gone  #o  night  classes? 

No. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

No. 

What  Single  thing  cr  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

Having  to  help  with  our  business. 

What  would  result  If  you  would  return  to  school? 

I would  like  to  learn  more. 

Bow  are  you  really  better  off  since  leavigg  school? 

In  certain  aspects  like  In  business. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

* 

I need  the  education. 

If  you  had  to  do  It  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

Mo,  I would  return. 

Under  what  clrcuaatancea  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

I am  not  la  favor. 

Bow  did  your  parents  encourage  you  eo  drop  school? 

They  dldnff. 

Bow  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't.. 

Whet  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  achcol? 

The  program#  they  have  right  now  like  these  Interview*  they  ere  doing. 
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Do  you  think  this  might  help  you? 


It  can  aive  the  ex  student  another  encouragement.  It  will  help  you 
because  maybe  I would  think  of  success  by  going  back  to  school. 


If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 


Business  Administrator. 
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Q 
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Q 
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Q 
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Q 
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Q 
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Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 


What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

I don't  know. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

I don't  know. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Nothing,  have  the  school  closer  to  home. 

Do  you  like  school  the  way  It  la? 

I think  so. 

Do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

No. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 
Nothing. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

1 don't  know. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

Nothing,  we  need  a car. 

What  do  you  alas  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Nothing. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Nothing. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Nothing. 

Is  thsre  anything  yeu  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
fce  school? 
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A No. 

Q What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A Because  1 didn't  want  to  go, 

Q . ™>yT 

A I just  didn't  want  to  go. 

Q Was  there  any  particular  reason? 

A No.  1 just  didn't  want  to  go. 

Q What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A I don't  know. 

Q How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 1 am  bettar  off. 

Q In  what  vaya? 

A Wall  because  1 don£t  go  to  school  with  those  little  people. 

Q How  are  you  worst  off? 

A Everything  has  gone  fine  with  me. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 1 don't  know,  it  was  too  far  to  walk  to  school. 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 

school? 

A Not  any. 

Q UndtT  any  circumstances? 

A No. 

V. 

Q Bow  did  your  parents  fcmcourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't  say  anything. 

<J  Now  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 
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A No,  they  told  ce  to  go  but  I didn't  went  to  go. 

q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A Htthlng. 

Q If  you  could  work  et  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Mechanic . 
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VERBATIM  INTERVIEWS  WITH  FEMALE  DROPOUTS 

The  following  oonsiste  of  the  actual  taped  interviews 
translated  from  the  Spanish  spoken  in  the  interviews,  to 
the  English  and  are  as  nearly  exact  as  such  translation 
allows. 
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Code  Interpretation 


pi_l*  Sex,  Cassette  Tape  Number- Interview  Number 

18;  Age  at  date  of  dropping  school. 

11-24-66;  Date  of  dropping  3chool. 

11;  Grade  at  date  of  dropping  school. 

1.  Number  of  times  retained  prior  to  dropping 
school . 
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0 

What  could  the  People  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

A. 

If  I had  been  able  to  learn. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

A 

I don’t  understand. 

0 

Did  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

Yea . 

Q 

What  co'  ld  they  have  done  to  make  you  like  school  more? 

A 

Yes,  to  teach  me  more  English. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  Uke  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing, 

Q 

Did  you  like  them  the  way  they  are? 

A 

Yes. 

r 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

Well,  I didn’t  like  school. 

0 

Were  you  absent  quite  a while? 

A 

Yea . 

0 

Was  it  because  you  were  sick  or  that  you  played  hookey? 

A 

No,  I didn't  go  because  I didn't  like  to  go,  I liked  it  at  the 
beginning  but  suddenly  I Just  didn't  like  it  anymore. 

Q 

Was  there  anything  special  why  you  didn't  like  school? 

A 

No,  I s\ddenly  just  didn't  want  to  go  and  I dropped. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  dons  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

they  wanted  me  t'j  go.  Hy  brother  told  me  to  go  to  summer  school  and 
that  he  would  pay,  Everycne  in  the  family  wanted  me  to  go  but  1 am 
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too  old  to  go  now. 

Q 

Have  you  ever  been  Interested  in  going  to  night  classes? 

A 

I didn’t  know  they  had  night  classes. 

Q 

What  cculd  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  classes? 

A 

Just  to  tell  me  to  go, 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

My  friends  and  everything. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Just  to  study  and  all  of  that. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school?  Could  you  do  anything? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

What? 

A 

Anything, 

Q 

Like  what? 

A 

Well,  I could  return  but  all  my  friends  have  finished  school  and  I 
don't  think  it  would  be  any  fun  without  them  in  school. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  on  your  part  to  return  to  school? 

A 

If  I would  return  It  would  be  because  I want  to. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  return  to 
school? 

0 

A 

lb. 

Q 

What  made  you  drop  school? 

0 
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A 

There  is  nothing. 

Q 

Why  did  you  drop? 

A 

Nothing  I Just  wanted  to  drop  it  got  into  my  head  so  I dropped. 

Q 

Was  it  anything  you  disliked  about  the  school? 

A 

I didn't  like  P.E.  1 didn't  like  to  put  on  shorts. 

0 

Was  this  the  reason  you  dropped  school? 

A 

Yes  this  was  one  of  the  reasons  and  the  other  was  that  I didn't 
want  to  go  anymore. 

Q 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing;  I would  learn  more  English. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

I am  not  better  off. 

Q 

In  what  ways  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

In  everything  because  I regret  now  that  I could  have  finished  school 
and  it  is  too  late  now. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 
tiute? 

A 

No,  I would  return. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

A 

Not  they  should  finish  school  because  they  couldn't  get  a good  Job 
if  they  drop.  It  is  going  to  be  hard  to  get  a Job. 

Q 

Have  you  had  trouble  finding  a job? 

A 

Yes » 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  didn't  encourage  me* 

Q 

. 4 

How  did  your  parent*  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 
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A My  father  said  that  if  I wanted  to  drop  I could  if  that  was  what  I 

had  decided  to  do. 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A Nothin*;  just  go  back. 

Q Would  you  go  to  day  or  night  classes? 

A Day  classes. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Work  in  anything. 

Q If  you  were  given  the  choice  to  work  at  whatever  you  wanted  to  what 

would  you  most  likely  like  to  do? 

A Sales  girl  or  something  like  a secretary. 


321 


555 


»rt  nr***  wwfMr* 


Fl-2;  19;  3-31-66;  11;  2. 


Q 
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A 

0 

A 

Q 


A 

Q 

A 

0 


A 

Q 


A 

Q 


i 

i 

i 


A 

0 

A 


What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

I dropped  because  I was  going  to  get  married  and  after  that  they 
called  me  several  times  to  ask  me  to  go  to  school  but  my  husband 
didn't  let  me  go. 

Before  you  dropped  could  they  have  done  anything  to  make  you  stay 
in  school? 

I don't  know.  I dropped  because  I wanted  to  get  married  and  I 
don't  know  what  they  could  have  said  or  done. 

Could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go 
to  school? 

Everything-all  the  teachers....  I liked  school  and  I didn't  drop 
because  I didn't  like  it. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Hothing  from  what  I can  remember  I liked  them  the  way  they  were. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

That  I didn't  graduate  and  that  I cannot  find  a job  because  I have 
tried  to  get  a job. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

They  kept  telling  me  to  stay  in  school  but  I wanted  to  get  married. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

I don't  know--my  husband  to  let  me  go. 

What  do  you  rnios  the  moat  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

The  classes,  the  studies  and  all  my  friends. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

I could  have  convinced  my  husband  to  let  me  finish  because  I lack 
one  more  year  but  I couldn't  convince  him. 
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cannot  return  to  school? 


Is  that  the  reason  why  you 

No  because  now  I have  my  two  babies  to  take  care  of.  They  are 
sick  and  I cannot  afford  anyone  to  take  care  of  them. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

From  my  part  I would  like  to  return  but  the  babies  are  the  problem. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school ? 

NO. 

What  nuide  you  droo  school? 

Nothing  I just  wanted  to  get  married. 

What  would  result  If  you  would  return  to  school? 

I would  finish  school  because  I am  sure  I can  do  It  because  I like 
school . 

Would  you  go  to  day  or  night  classes? 

I think  night  classes. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

I am  not  better  off  I am  9till  the  same. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I have  forgotten  English  and  other  things  about  school. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

I don't  think  so* 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

it  it  better  If  they  would  finish. 

How  diu  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  encourage  me. 
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0 How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A In  no  way. 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A If  they  would  talk  to  ray  husband  and  if  I could  get  someone  to 

take  care  of  the  babies. 

Q Did  you  get  good  grades? 

A Average. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Nurse  Aid. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

A 

If  they  had  programs  like  the  ones  they  have  today  to  help  you 
work  to  go  to  school. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

A 

Th thing  I told  you  before.  When  I was  in  school  they  didn’t 
have  the  M.C.E.P.  or  the  N.Y.C.  where  you  could  work  and  go  to  school 
at  the  same  time. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

No  it  is  more  changed  they  have  more  opportunities  to  finish  school 
because  they  help  them. 

Q 

What  about  the  classes  how  could  they  be  changed? 

A 

Now  that  they  teach  at  night  because  I couldn’t  go  to  day  classes. 
I have  to  find  me  a job  so  I could  work  and  go  to  school  at  the 

same  time. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  hsppen? 

A 

Yes . 

Q 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

Well  because  now  you  need  a diploma  for  everything. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  help  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

they  couldn't  have  done  anything  because  they  had  to  go  out  of  town 
to  work  because  there  is  no  work  for  them  here. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
schoo*  ? 

A 

Nothing  I could  go  to  school  now. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Not  having  finished  because  you  need  your  diploma  to  get  a better 
Job. 

i _ 

0 

ERIC 

325 

559 

Fl-3 

\ 


2 


0 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stAy  in  school? 

A 

I don’t  understand  what  could  I have  done. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  could  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Look  for  a job  90  I could  help  my  family  and  at  the  same  time  help 
myself. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done? 

A 

Well,  I need  a job  so  I could  help  my  family  oecause  there  were  ten 
in  the  family.  And  when  we  were  in  school  they  were  all  very  young 
so  they  couldn’t  give  them  what  they  needed.  Now  they  are  older  and 
they  can  give  them  what  they  need. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

Try  my  best  to  go  to  school. 

Q 

Would  you  go  to  day  or  night  classes? 

A 

Night  classes. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

I need  to  get  me  a job  during  the  day  so  I could  go  to  school  at 
night . 

Q 

What  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

Lack  of  money  and  that  we.  needed  to  help  the  family  so  that  we  could 
go  to  school. 

Mother 

The  reason  was  that  we  took  them  out  of  school  before 
school  was  over  then  we  came  back  very  late  so  they 
were  always  behind  that  was  the  main  reason  they 
dropp id . 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing  I juat  need  to  learn  taorc  ao  I could  get  my  diploma  and  find 
a good  job. 

Q 

Now  are  you  better  off  aince  leaving  school? 

A 

1 am  not  better  off. 

d 

ERIC 

326 

5G0 

Fl-3 


Q How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A I am  still  the  same. 

0 If  you  tad  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A No,  I don't  think  so. 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 

school? 

A There  are  no  circumstances  for  them  to  drop  because  there  are  many 

ways  they  could  get  hilp  to  finish  school. 

0 Do  you  think  they  should  stay  in  school? 

A Yes  because  now  the  government  helps  them.  It  has  its  programs  to 

help  them  to  ptudy  rore  and  to  stay  in  school. 

Mother  I have  one  of  my  girls  Guadalupe  Cantu  she  is  in  the 

M.C.E.P.  and  she  has  never  thought  of  leaving  school 
that  is  why  she  always  stays  here.  There  has  been  two 
years  she  has  stayed  here  because  they  give  her  work 
during  the  summer  vacations. 

Q Ho*  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't  encourage  r.e  they  wanted  roe  to  stay  but  I saw  the 

situation  at  home. 

Q How  did  your  parents  dlacou^age  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't  encourage  or  discourage  me  to  drop  school. 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A Nothing  I will  always  willing. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  vhat  would  you  lika  to 

do? 

A Aftar  1 dropped  I have  worked  in  everything. 

Q Vhat  do  you  like  to  do  the  moat? 

A 1 gueaa  secretarial  work. 
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Vhat  gtade  did  you  drop  school? 
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Did  only  three  from  your  family  dropped? 

Mo,  almost  everyone  dropped,  there  are  two  older  boys 
then  her  and  then  tro  younger  ones.  She  is  the  only 
one  that  stayed  the  most  because  she  wanted  to  finish 
school . 

Did  they  all  drop  for  the  sam*  reason? 

Yes  because  we  were  from  here  but  we  had  seven  children 
that  had  bun  bom  in  Nuevo  Laredo,  so  when  we  brought 
them  here  thuv  uere  alt  very  small  and  so  ve  started 
going  up  norm.  We  put  them  in  school  as  soon  as  we 
got  here  but  they  were  only  a few  days  in  school  because 
we  had  to  take  them  out.  We  came  very  late  in  December 
or  November  and  they  would  go  to  school  but  they  wouldn't 
advance  because  they  would  gu  back  to  the  same  grade. 

Did  you  talked  to  the  teachers  when  you  took  them  out  of  school? 

Yea  but  it  was  very  different  from  now  they  would  give  us 
permission  to  take  them  out  but  now  they  are  different  it 
is  harder  to  take  them  out  of  school . 

Did  the  teachers  ever  tell  you  about  giving  them  a teat  so  they 
could  be  promoted  to  another  grade  when  they  came  b*ck? 


Ko. 


Do  the  younger  ones  go  to  Santa  Maila  School? 

They  go  to  Buenos  Airea  School.  I have  a 12  year  old  boy 
that  Is  going  to  go  to  Lamar  School.  Last  year  we  came 
back  In  November  and  they  were  behind  because  they  had 
been  in  school  over  there  but  they  were  not  the  same  but 
they  went  back  to  school.  The  teacher  told  me  that  they 
might  not  make  it  but  fortunately  they  did.  That  is 
why  we  didn’t  go  too  far  away  this  year  so  that  they 
wouldn’t  ut ay  behind.  As  long  as  we  have  what  ve  need 
eventhough  poorly  and  everything.  We  came  back  last 
week  so  thav  they  could  res*,  so  that  they  will  be  ready 
to  go  to  school  to  rake  up  for  the  ones  that  didn’t  want 
to  go  to  school  or  that  couldn't  go  because  we  go  up 
north* 

There  is  a program  where  they  could  go  to  get  their  diploma. 
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Mother  I have  an  older  one  and  they  have  a good  memory  and 

everything.  I have  one  that  started  to  work  with  the 
government  in  one  of  the  government *8  base.  He  needed 
a college  education  and  he  hadn't  even  finish  school , 
but  he  took  a test  and  he  passed  it  so  they  gave  him  the 
job,  Then  he  broke  one  of  his  feet  and  he  never  told  us 
how  he  had  done  that  and  he  had  trouble  for  one  year  and 
then  he  left  the  job.  New  he  can't  find  a job.  They 
called  him  the  other  day  from  the  base  but  they  would 
give  him  part  tl**e  job  and  he  didn't  want  it.  The  other 
one  is  working  in  Transitron.  They  have  the  intelligence 
to  finish  school  but  they  can't. 

q Havi  t^ey  ever  tried  to  go  to  night  claeses? 

Mother  No. 

q There  is  a program  where  they  could  go  at  night* 

Mother  This  older  boy  tells  us  that  he  wished  he  had  finished 

school  and  I tell  him  not  to  complain  to  anyone  because 
it  is  not  our  fault  that  they  didn't  want  to  go  because 
they  thought  they  were  too  old  or  this  and  that.  I tell 
him  not  to  blame  us  for  that.  We  know  we  are  to  blame 
for  taking  them  out  and  going  north. 

q In  this  program  they  cculd  get  their  diploma. 

Mother  I talked  to  Mr.  Guevara  before  leaving  about  a month  ago 

and  he  told  us  about  this  program. 


Interviewer  This  Program  is  from  Monday  through  Thursday.  It  runs 
for  about  four  and  a half  Months*  it  is  from  7 to  10  at 
night,  They  would  give  i test  and  they  will  place  you 
in  a level  because  they  nave  different  levels.  Mr. 
Anctra  is  the  director  and  the  classes  would  start  in 
October.  They  will  be  announcing  them  in  the  newspapers 
and  in  television. 

Interviewee  la  this  for  the  tame? 


Interviewer  Yea*  to  get  your  diploma. 

Father  Once  you  get  a boy  working  you  wouldn't  get  him  *^ack  in 

school  because  he  will  want  money.  Soae  parents  don't 
know  how  to  handle  the  family.  If  my  sons  dropped  it 
was  because  they  thought  they  were  too  old  but  not 
because  we  force  them.  We  could  have  given  them  vhat 
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they  needed  if  they  would  have  stayed  even  if  we  hao 
to  do  it  with  limitations  6f  *1 1 sorts.  I have  a 
girl  that  is  in  school  and  I wish  she  would  finish 
it.  And  I have  this  other  one  that  is  going  to  go  to 
Lamar  this  year.  I wished  they  would  all  have  been  the 
same.  The  older  ones  now  they  are  married  say  that  they 
need  school  now  that  they  have  seen  for  themsfelves  that 
school  is  very  important.  There  is  always  something 
where  they  could  get  hold  to  drop  school  when  they  are 
about  toofiniah  school  no  matter  if  they  are  a boy  or 
a girl.  I 8 till  tell  the  older  ones  to  study  because 
tfie  government  could  help  them.  There  are  programs 
where  they  could  set  money  to  go  to  school  or  they 
could  work  and  go  to  school.  Everywhere  you  go  they 
asked  them  if  they  have  their  diploma. 

Interviewer  There  is  a program  where  they  lould  go  Mr.  Ancira  is  the  director 


Interviewee  Do  they  pay  them  to  go  i,o  school? 

Interviewer  No,  but  if  they  are  interested  they  can  get  their  diploma 
and  go  to  college  and  some  go  to  be  trained  as  nurse 
aida  and  they  are  paying  them  while  they  are  being  trained. 


Father  I hope  that  what  you  are  doing  does  some  good  so  that  you 

could  help  the  younger  generations.  You  could  call  us  or 
come  to  our  house  when  that  program  starts,  I will  be 
very  grateful  to  you. 
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Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

classes? 

A Well,  I don't  know  now  but  when  X was  in  school  the  teachers  didn't 

have  any  patience  with  the  students  for  one  thing  and  well,  they 
didn't  help  the  students  and  they  should  help  you.  At  least  that 
is  what  I think,  I.ie  teachers  that  I had  didn't  care  about  me  or 
anybody  else  in  the  class  or  about  anything. 

Q Did  they  show  any  interest? 

A They  showed  no  interest. 

Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 

go  to  classes? 

A I don't  get  it. 

Q Could  they  have  done  something  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A No,  nothing  because  I just  decided  to  drop.  There  were  some  teachers 

that  did  try  to  get  me  back  but  I found  a Job  and  I was  helping  my 
family  and  myself.  I am  a little  bit  stubborn  myself  and  when  I 
decide  something  that  Is  what  I want. 

Q Did  you  like  school? 

A Yes,  sometimes  it  was  good  and  sometimes  it  wasn't  but  I regret  i c 

now.  I wish  I was  back  to  learn  English, 

Q What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  v?ould  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A I don't  know  I1 11  not  go  anyway. 

Q Do  you  like  the  schools  the  way  they  are? 

A Yes  and  by  what  my  sister  tells  me  1 think  it  Is  better  now  than  how 

it  was  then.  They  have  more  opportunities  they  have  freedom  of 
speech  and  everything.  That  is  something  we  didn't  have.  You  learn 
more  now  about  everything  about  life  and  about  everything.  That  Is 
what  I like,  something  Interesting  not  something  dull,  something 
new,  something  exciting,  something  that  would  Interest  the  students 
to  put  more  attention  to  the  teachers  because  if  you  have  a teacher 
that  is  Just  talking  and  talking  and  doesn't* show  you  anything  you 
Juat  get  bored. 

Q Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  was  done. 
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A Yes  I think  so. 

Q In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  pchool? 

A My  education  to  get  a better  job*  right  now  you  have  to  have  a 

high  school  education  to  get  a good  job  especially  here  in  Taredo. 
That  Is  what  I regret  the  most  by  not  having  finish  school. 

Q Whst  could  your  parents  have  d< ne  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A My  folks  have  nothing  to  do  with  me  dropping  school  but  I guess  just 

force  me  to  go.  If  that  is  vhat  you  mean?  Do  you  mean  that  my 
parents  had  something  to  do  with  me  dropping  out  of  school? 

0 What  could  they  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A Nothing  at  all . 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  school? 

A There  is  nothing  that  they  could  have  done. 

Q What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school? 

A My  home  life  had  nothing  to  do  with  school  I mean  the  problems  here 

at  home.  You  know  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  -ny  family  finacially  or 
anything.  I dropped  because  l found  this  job.  I don't  have  to  work 
because  thanks  to  Ood  uiy  father  has  a good  job  but  I like  to  work. 

It  has  nothing  to  do  with  my  family. 

Q What  do  you  mVis  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 

attending? 

A My  friends,  to  learn  more  and  everything. 

Q From  what  grada  did  you  drop? 

A As  a freshman  from  the  9th  grade. 

0 What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A Study  1 guess  I wasn't  very  good  at  it  if  that  Is  what  you  mean? 

Q Did  you  get  good  grades? 

A t Yes  when  I wanted  I did  but  when  I didn't  have  any  interest  in 
atudylng  1 just  went  down  in  ay  grades* 
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What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

I don't  understand. 

Could  you  do  something  now  to  return  to  school? 

Stop  working  I guess. 

Could  you  do  anything  to  return  to  school? 

I could  return  to  school  whenever  I want  to  even  it'  I had  to  pay 
for  it.  The  only  thing  that  is  stopping  me  from  going  is  work 
and  I can  leave  that  too. 

If  you  would  return  to  school  would  you  prefer  to  go  to  day  ov 
night  classes? 

Night  classes. 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 


No. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I lost  Interest  in  school  and  I found  this  Job  and  I thought  of 
getting  money  and  ycu  see  money  and  you  start  liking  jney  so  you 
go  to  it.  I mean  when  you  get  a Job  and  you  get  your  money  and  you 
do  with  it  whatever  you  want  and  you  have  to  chose  between  school  and 
work  and  I cloae  work  because  I had  no  interest  in  school  anymore. 

1 was  too  old  and  lost  Interest. 

Why? 

I don't  know  it  was  getting  dull  there  was  not  anything  interesting 
the  teachers!  the  students,  and  everything. 

What  about  the  courses  did  you  like  them? 

Wellj  I liked  science,  history  and  all  of  that  but  one  thing  I hated 
was  math  and  I did  pretty  good,  fair  you  know.  Spanish  I used  to 
hate.  1 used  to  play  hookie  a lot  that  la  one  class  1 never  did 
go  all  yaar  long*  It  it  n j language  and  everything  but  it  bored  me, 
maybe  it  was  the  teacher  I had  or  something  but  1 never  did  like  it. 

1 took  music  alio  but  It  was  not  Interesting. 

What  kind  of  courses  would  you  have  liked  to  be  taught  in  school? 
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I think  only  the  main  ones  and  that  was  it. 

Which  do  you  think  are  the  main  ones? 

English,  math,  history  and  that  is  it. 

0 y you  think  that  the  students  should  choose  their  subjects? 

Yea  because  we  were  the  ones  that  are  going  to  attend.  I think  we 
should  choose  them  not  the  ones  they  want  to  *ive  us.  And  if  we 
want  to  change  because  sometimes  you  cannot  get  along  with  the  teacher 
sometimes  you  don't  even  understand  and  I didn't  want  to  go  through 
all  the  trouble  of  changing  end  all  of  that.  And  sometimes  they 
didn't  want  to  change  you  that  is  why  I didn't  go  and  I dropped. 

If  you  were  given  the  choice  what  kind  of  courses  would  you  take? 

The  three  main  ones  and  gym  because  you  have  to  take  it,  ctudy  hall 
but  sometimes  is  just  playing  around  depends  on  the  teacher,  Anything 
except  Spanish  I hate  Spanish. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

My  education  if  that  is  what  you  mean.  Learn  more  to  get  a better 
job  • 

Ho*  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

I am  not  better  off.  If  I had  finish  school  I could  have  been  better 
off.  I am  not  way  down  but  I urn  just  in  between. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I cannot  go  any  higher  because  I don't  have  a diploma. 

Have  you  ever  consider  going  to  night  classes? 

Yea  but  I have  never  gor.  the  time  to  go  and  get  some  information  about 
them. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 

tins? 

No,  I would  stay*  That  ia  what  I have  been  trying  to  tell  my  sisters, 
I have  two  sister*  and  a brother  and  I tell  them  to  finish  school 
because  It  Is  no  good  because  y^u  need  a dipie**«  Especially  men 
because  the  vo»en  would  get  married  and  stay  at  home  but  the  men  has 
to  get  a better  Job. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  fill  the  students  should  drop 
school? 
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A I don't  believe  anybody  should  drop  school  under  any  circumstances* 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't  encourage  me* 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school9 

A You  see  it  is  my  life  and  whatever  I decide  they  just  go  along  with 

it.  They  didn't  encourage  or  discourage  me  they  did  give  me  advice 
but  I didn't  take  it, 

Q What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A Nothing, 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A I've  always  liked  nurse  aid. 
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>hat  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  -lone  to  make  you  go  to 
ichool?  What  could  the  teachers  or  the  principals  have  done  to  make 


you 


stay  in  attendance? 


Nc thing. 

Is  there  anything  that  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make 
you  like  to  go  to  school? 


A No. 


Q Did  you  like  school? 

A Yea  I did. 

Q What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 


A 

0 

A 


[ 

i 
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Better  teachers. 

How  were  the  teachers  when  you  vere  in  school? 

The  teacher*  weren't I don’t  knew  how  to  tell  you.  In  the  first 

place  I couldn't  lea  vn  fast  and  the  teachers  wouldn't  help.  I don  t 
know  what  to  tell  you.  If  the  t« achers  would  teach  better,  they 
should  have  more  interest  in  the  students  so  that  they  wouldn  t drop. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

I think  so. 


Q In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A I don't  regret  it, 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

. a To  force  oe  to  stay. 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  classes? 

A There  is  nothing  they  could  have  done. 

Q What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 

school? 


A Nothing. 
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What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

The  friends  and  the  teachers* 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

If  I had  studied  more  and  If  I had  put  more  attention  maybe  I would 
have  stayed  In  school. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Just  try. 

What  could  you  do  now? 

I don’t  know. 

Would  you  like  to  return  to  school? 

I think  sc. 

What  would  you  have  to  do  to  return  to  school? 

I don’t  know  If  I want  to  return. 

Ie  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

No. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I was  not  interested  In  going  to  school  I didn’t  even  stud*'  or 
anything. 

What  would  make  you  return  to  school?  What  would  result  If  you 
would  return  to  school? 

Nothing.  I would  return  to  study  more  English. 

Row  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

I am  not  better  off. 

Hew  are  you  worst  off  since  leading  school? 

I have  not  found  a job. 

Rave  you  tried  to  find  one? 
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Yes. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  dTop  school  a second 

time? 

Ko. 

Under  what  circumstances  should  every  student  drop  school? 

They  shouldn’t  leave  school  but  I don't  know  the  circumstances. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  encourage  me  in  this  way  that  if  I dTOp  school  I had  to  work. 
How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

I don’t  understand. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you? 

In  no  way. 

What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

If  I just  try  to  go  to  school. 

What  grade  did  you  drop  school? 

10th. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Sales  lady. 
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Interviewee 

I know  a lot  of  girls  that  drop  school  just  because  they  want  to. 
Like  I know  these  girls  one  dropped  from  the  5th  grade  and  the  other 
one  didn't  evert  finished  ths  4th  grade  and  I asked  them  why  they  had 
dropped  and  they  said  because  their  mother  had  died  and  they  didn't 
want  to  go  to  school  anymore.  Now  they  were  just  roaming  around. 

Now  they  got  good  Jobs  but  when  they  were  younger  they  didn't  do 
anything.  They  went  from  bouse  to  house,  (living  with  different 
families.) 

Interviewer 

That  Is  why  we  are  asking  these  questions  so  they  would  understand 
why  they  drop. 

7nterviewee 

That  might  be  the  case  of  other  girls  but  my  reasons  are  no,  no,  and 
no  I just  put  a wall.  I just  didn't  want  to  speak  English.  I know 
how  to  read  and  write  and  everything.  I had  good  grades  and  the 
teacher  told  me  not  to  drop  hut  I wanted  to  because  I couldn't  speak 
English.  I couldn't  speak  maybe  because  like  the  teacher  said  I 
didn't  want  to  apeak  and  that  was  the  reason.  What  I needed  yas 
practice  because  I can  spell  and  everything. 

Q 

What  grade  did  you  drop  school? 

A 

The  6th  from  here  and  the  8th  from  over  there.  (Mexico) 

Q 

Did  you  get  immigrated? 

A 

No,  I am  a citizen  but  we  went  over  there  and  then  we  came  back.  That 
la  only  for  the  ones  that  drop  because  they  want  to. 

0 

Did  you  say  that  you  couldn't  talk  that  you  couldn't  take  part  In  the 
class? 

A 

Yea,  the  reason  was  that  I was  very  old. 

Q 

That  ia  why  ve  ask  you  what  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done 
to  make  you  go  to  classes?  What  could  they  have  dene  to  make  you 
talk  in  class? 

A 

To  talk  what  could  they  have  done?  To  start  in  the  elementary  schools 
but  where  I vent  all  the  students  were  old  juat  like  me.  Inen  I didn't 
like  the  atmosphere  over  in  chat  school. 

0 

What  school  did  you  go  to? 

A 

Tarver  and  I didn't  like  It  because  of  the  reputation  it  has  aboui 
the  Pachucos  and  this  and  that,  that  discouraged  me. 

Q 

The  school? 

A 

O 
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No,  the  reputation  it  had. 
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If  you  had  gone  to  another  school  would  you  have  stayed? 

Maybe  in  San  Agustin  is  the  only  one  I would  have  liked  to  sttend  or 
be  in  the  elementary  grades  with  the  little  kids  but  I wouldn’t  like 
to  go  any  other  school*  And  besides*  I couldn't  talk,  I just  couldn't 
I have  tried  going  to  night  classes  and  I go  but  I just  cannot  talk. 

Have  you  gone  to  school  here? 

Tea-  but  I get  disgusted  and  I Just  stopped  going*  They  give  me 
teste  a«ld  I nass  them  and  everything,  the  last  time  I went  to  the 
teacher  she  told  me  I had  a very  good  grade,  the  teacher  said  I 
was  doing  8th  grade  work,  and  the  teacher  asked  me  to  keep  on  but 
I told  her  that  :Lt  was  no  use  becsuse  I get  good  grades  and  every- 
thing but  I cannot  speak  the  language  so  what  is  the  use.  The 
teacher  called  me  several  times  but  I didn't  go. 

Were  you  ashamed  of  talking? 

Yes,  here  in  Laredo  but  when  I was  in  Corpus  or  some  other  place  I 
wasn't.  I have  gooe  to  Houston  for  a vacation  and  I talk  in  English 
any  way  but  not  here, 

i>he  is  ashamed  because  they  tell  them  things,  they  criticize 
thftfc  that  is  why  they  don't  want  to  tslk. 

Not  even  my  sisters  that  are  in  high  school  can  speak  English, 

The  accent  is  what  they  cannot  overcome.  One  of  them 
is  in  the  11th  grade  and  she  doesn't  know  how  to  tslk 
the  language,  also  a girl  that  lives  near  us  she  has 
a diploma  and  she  cannot  speak  English  so  what  does 
•ke  needs  the  diploma  for  she  knows  how  io  read  and 
write  but  she  cannot  speak  English.  Correctly  they 
can't.  All  my  girls  have  that  problem  because  of  the 
accent  and  they  are  ashamed  because  others  that  can 
speak  better  tease  then  aud  thst  is  why  they  wouldn't 
do  it.  They  have  even  thought  of  going  some  place 
else. 

Some  of  the  girls  I was  telling  you  sbout,  have  already  moved  to 
other  cli.'.sa.  Maybe  going  to  San  Antonio  and  not  even  there  do 
they  speak  English  all  the  time  but  a little  bit  further  up  msybe. 

You  said  that  you  vent  to  Houston  and  no  one  noticed  your  accent. 

Yes,  not  even  In  Corpus  I went  there  and  the  people  couldn't  t,?lk 
Spanish  so  I had  to  talk  to  them  in  English,  also  in  the  stores. 
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lit in S»ih-c«  I speak.  YOU  have  to  talk  correct  Spanish 
because  a lot  of  the  girls  are  from  across  the  river. 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
claeees? 

Nothin*.  Not  in  that  school  I need  special  English  school  because 
school  had  all  the  grades  and  was  for  the  ones  that  couldn  t 

learn  when  they  were  younger. 


Did  you  go  to  other  schools  besides  that  one? 

I paid  to  go  to  Central  School. 

Vftat  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

X don't  think  they  could  do  anything  except  help  me  to  talk. 


Did  you  like  to  go  to  classes? 

Yes  but  I used  to  git  bored  because  I knew  more  than  what  they  were 
ISJ5L1 « 1 knJv  all  the  little  problems  they  were  teaching  and 
all  of°the  science.  I would  put  attention  to  the  teAchei  but  I 

bored* 

What  could  they  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school  and  to 
•top  you  from  getting  bored? 

Give  me  special  English  that  was  the  only  thing  that  interested  me. 


What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 


Nothing  now  I wanted  to  drop. 

Is  there  any  way  that  they  could  be  changed  so  that  you  could  go? 
No,  I don't  think  ao  now.  Maybe  others  but  not  me. 


Bov  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 


I don’t  regret  it  right  now 
thing  that  «ight  happen  that 
gat  another  ones 


because  I have  6 good  Job*  There  is  one 
if  I lose  this  job  it  might  be  hard  to 


Wi.are  do  you  work? 
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Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  aake  you  stay  In  school? 

A 

Nothing > they  did  everything. 

0 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Nothing.  I don't  miss  anything. 

Q 

la  there  anything  you  could  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Jus t be  abTe  to  talk  because  if  T could  have  talked  I would  have 
stayed  in  school* 

Q 

What  could  >ou  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing,  Just  talk  English. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  achool? 

A 

No. 

Q 

What  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

Not  being  able  to  apeak  English. 

Q 

Is  that  vhat  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

Tea  V ?ause  if  I could  have  talked  I could  have  answered  and  speak 
but  1 couldn't  speak. 

Q 

Why? 

A 

Recause  I couldn't  and  1 still  can't. 

Q 

la  it  that  you  cannot  speak  or  that  you  don't  wait  to  speak  English? 

A 

In  a way  it  is  that  I can't  talk  and  in  another  it  la  that  I don't, 
want  to  because  you  say  something  and  l^ediately  you  have  five  or 
aix  corrections  so  it  la  better  not  to  talk. 

0 
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Q What  would  make  you  return  to  school?  What  would  result  if  you 

would  return  to  school? 

A I would  be  the  same* 

0 In  what  ways  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A In  many  ways. 

Q In  vhat  ways? 

A I have  learned  many  Jobs  where  I don't  have  to  talk* 

Q la  that  how  you  are  better  off? 

A Hot  in  learning  but  I don't  need  school* 

Q Why  don't  you  need  school? 

A Because  I have  a good  Job, 

<i  How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A In  no  way  I aa  atill  the  same. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  for  a 

second  time? 

A If  I couldn't  talk  I would  drop  school  again, 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 

school? 

A Vhe  ones  that  are  retained  many  times  in  one  grade  should  stay  but 

I have  not  been  retained  one  time. 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  relieve  every  student  should  drop 

aeheol? 

A Under  no  circumstances  because  after  yc  i drop  you  have  to  work,  work 

and  work,  and  when  you  are  going  to  school  you  hnve  to  study  but  you 
have  some  rest  and  /ou  would  have  more  fun  at  least  that  is  vhat  I 
think. 


0 How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't  encourage  me. 


Q Bow  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn’t  tell  me  anything  they  told  me  to  stay  that  I was  going 

to  learn.  I was  the  one  that  felt  bad  because  I would  just  go  and 
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sit  tbero  and  read  and  write  and  chat  was  it. 

Bid  you  <iver  do  anything  to  try  to  speak? 

I tried  but  I couldn’t  talk  correctly. 

What  could  be  done  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

I think  nothing. 

Ib  there  anything  that  could  be  done? 

No  because  there  has  been  some  night  classes  but  I don't  want  to  go. 
Have  you  ever  talked  to  the  teachers? 

Yes  and  they  all  say  the  same  thing  that  it  is  because  I don  t want 
to  talk  maybe  it  is  the  city  here  in  Laredo.  Maybe  if  I were  up 
north  I would  want  to  talk  because  everyone  there  had  to  speak  in 
English. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like 
to  do? 

Nothing  the  Jobs  I have  had  I have  liked. 

Ia  there  anything  you  like  to  do  in  particular? 

No  I hava  never  thought  about  it. 

Have  you  thought  working  in  something  special? 

Hy  .because  I have  worked  in  factories  and  that  is  where  I like  to 
vork.  I don't  like  to  work  in  a store;  I have  worked  in  a store  as 
a cashier  but  I felt  bad  with  all  of  those  people  around  you.  I 
get  sick.  I like  to  work  where  everyone  else  is' doing  the  same 
thing*  you  are  that  ia  why  I have  never  thought  about  what  I would 

like  to  do. 
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Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

classes?  Is  there  anything  that  the  people  in  the  schools  like 
the  teachers  or  the  principal  could  have  aone? 

A No. 

Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 

go  to  classes? 

A I liked  it  but  I dropped. 

Q Is  there  anything  they  could  have  done? 

A No,  1 

Q Did  you  like  to  go? 

A Yes. 

Q What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school?  Is  there  anything  that  would  have  to  happen? 

A No, 

Q In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school?  Is  there  any  way 

in  which  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A Yes,  I lack  the  education  in  English, 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A They  didn't  have  anything  to  do  with  roe  dropping  out  of  school. 

0 What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A Nothing  they  did  everything  they  could, 

Q What  would  have  fo  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  achool? 

A Nothing. 

Q What  do  you  wlaa  the  woe t fro®  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 

attending? 

A At  first  it  was  strange  staying  at  home  but  then  I got  used  to  it. 

Q What  could  you  have  done  u-  stay  in  school? 

A If  I would  have  wanted  to  go  I would  have  gone, 
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What  was  th2  reason  you  didn't  want  to  go? 

J didn’t  want  to  go  but  it  didn't  have  anything  to  do  with  my 
family. 

Is  there  any  special  reason  why  you  didn't  want  to  go? 

I was  getting  married,  (pregnant  prior  to  marriage) 

Is  that  the  only  reason? 

Yes. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school?  Is  there  anything  you 
could  do? 

No, 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  "ou  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

No, 

What  single  thing  or  circur. stance  made  you  drop  school? 

If  I would  have  thought  In  another  way. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to. school? 

I would  finish. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

I am  not  better  off. 

How  are  you  worat  off  aince  leaving  school? 

I don't  study  anymore  and  I don't  speak  English  anymore. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  oil  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 
Ho. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school?  • 

Do  you  believe  everyone  should  drop  school? 

Not  in  any  circumstances. 
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Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't  encourage  me. 

Q How  did  your  parents  dip  *r  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  wanted  for  ne  to  get  tploma  because  my  other  two  sisters 

didn't  finish  and  they  wantea  for  me  to  finish  end  I wanted  to  finish 
too  but  I had  to  get  married  so  I had  to  drop. 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A Now?  I don't  think  I could  return  v.ow. 

Q But  if  you  could  return  would  you  li/e  to  go  to  night  or  day  classes? 

A Night  classes. 

Q Would  you  like  to  return  to  school? 

A Yea. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

*>? 

A 1 have  never  worked  in  anything. 

Q la  there  anything  that  you  like  to  do? 

A Type  in  an  office  as  a secretary ^office  work. 
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What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

To  help  us  understand  the  words  (English)  and  to  help  other  with 
math . 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like 
school ? 

To  go  teach  problems  of  adding  and  subtraction. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

I don't  know,  help  us  more. 

Do  you  like  the  schools  the  way  they  are? 

Yes,  some* 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  lett  school? 

You  do  not  get  to  learn  more  adding  and  reading  and  all  of  that. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

Sometimes  I had  to  stay  at  home  to  take  care  of  my  brother  because 
■y  mother  was  sick. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  ichool? 

Keep  sending  me  to  school.  Sometimes  I couldn't  make  it  because  it 
was  raining  or  something  and  I waa  sick. 

What  would  have  to  happen  in  your  home  life  before  you  would  like 
to  return  to  school? 

1 don*t  know,  more  money. 

Would  you  like  to  return  to  school  anyway? 

Tea . 

What  do  you  miaa  the  moat  from  school  nmw  that  you  have  stopped 
, attending? 

English,  spalling,  reading. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Haver  miaa  school  keep  learning  and  keep  studying. 
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Q What  would  you  do  now  if  you  returned  to  school? 

A Keep  on  studying* 

0 Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A Yes. 

Q What  Is  it? 

A Money . 

Q What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A r couldn't  wake  it  I didn't  have  time  to  do  my  homework  because  my 

mother  would  always  ask  me  to  do  this  and  that  and  I didn't  have 
time. 

Q In  what  ways  do  you  really  feel  that  you  are  better  off  since  leaving 

school? 

A 1 am  not  better  off* 

Q In  what  ways  are  you  really  votst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A Math,  Spanish,  and  Englloh. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  It  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A No. 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 

school?  Do  you  think  that  everyone  should  drop  school? 

A Sometimes  If  they  don't  like  school. 

Q Is  that  a good  reason  for  dropping  school? 

A Ho. 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A I had  to  stay  at  homa  and  kelp  my  wither. 

Q What  could  ba  dona  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A I don't  know. 
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Q If  they  had  special  classes  would  you  go? 

A Yea. 

0 Would  you  go  to  day  or  night  classes? 

A Night. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Cleaning  dishes. 

Q Is  that  what  you  lik-a  to  do  the  most? 

i 

A Work  in  a nice  cafe. 
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What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

Nothing. 

Did  you  Ilk c school  the  way  It  was? 

Yea. 

Why  did  you  drop  school? 

Because  I got  married. 

Was  everything  ok  In  school? 

Yes. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like 
to  return  to ‘school? 

Just  let  me  come  In. 

Would  you  return  to  school  If  this  happen? 

Yes. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

No,  I don’t  regret  It. 

Are  you  hr  py  the  way  you  are  right  now? 

Yes. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  get  to  school? 

Nothing. 

What  could  your  parentv  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

Yea. 

What? 

Buy  m all  vha  things  I neaded. 

What  do  yov  »tan  by  things? 
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The  clothes  and  all  of  that. 

What  would  have  to  hfppen  at  home  before  you  :*ould  return  to  tchool? 
Nothing. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopj^d 
attending? 

Nothing. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

I don't  know. 

Is  there  anything  you  could  have  done? 

No. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Nothing,  I cannot  return. 

Why? 

Because  I don't  want  to  go  to  school. 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  would  return 
to  achool? 

No. 

If  you  had  all  you  ne&d  would  you  go  to  school? 

No,  I don't  want  to  go  to  school. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

Nothing. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

Tea  in  the  kitchen  because  I can  do  things  better. 

How  era  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I am  not  worst  off. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 
time? 
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No . 

Is  there  any  reason  vhy? 

No,  I like  school  but  I got  married  and  I didn't  want  to  go  to 
school* 

Under  what  circumstance  should  every  student  drop  school?  Do  you 
think  everyone  should  drop  school  sometimes? 


No. 

How  did  your  parents  encoerage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  encourage  me. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  discourage  me. 

What  could  be  done  now  before  you  would  like  to  return  to  school? 

If  there  was  a program  at  night  or  somethin?,  would  you  go? 

Nos 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like 
to  4o? 

Houseworks 

If  they  give  you  the  opportunity  to  work  in  anything  what  would  you 
like  to  do? 

Salts  lady. 
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Whrt  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

Tr^at  me  the  right  way. 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

Nothing  I liked  school  but  not.  how  they  treated  me. 

What  could  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Nothing  can  be  done. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Having  marri.ed  and  not  been  able  to  finish  school.  • 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 
Nothing . 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

If  my  parents  did  work  and  if  I didn't  have  any  place  to  work  then 
I would  go  back  to  school. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  all  of  this  happened? 

Yes* 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

The  classes  I had. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Nothing* 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

No. 

What  made  you  drop  school? 
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Just  that  I was  getting  married,  that  was  the  only  reason 


What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 


Nothing. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

I am  not  better  off. 

How  are  you  worst  off? 

Vail  because  I need  't'me  practice  in  reading,  writing,  and  words. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a seccnd 
time? 

No . 

Under  what  circumstances  shou?d  every  student  drop  sch"/>l? 

Well  if  they  want  to  get  married. 

Do  you  think  that  io  a good  reason? 

Well  yes  if  they  want  to  get  married. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  told  me  if  1 wanted  to  get  married  to  do  so. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  discourage  me. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  make  you  return  to  school? 


Nothing. 


If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Tf  I had  enough  education  I would  like  to  be  a sales  lady  or  work 
in  a store  or  something  like  that. 


What  kind  of  grades  did  you  have? 


Did  you  have  good  grades? 
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Q what  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

classes? 

A Nothing,  I was  sick. 

Q What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 

go  to  classes? 

A Nothing. 

o What  would  have  to  be  done?  Is  there  anything  they  could  have  done 

In  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to  return  to  school. 

A No.  ' ‘ 

q How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A In  many  ways  because  without  school  you  ccnnot  find  a good  lob. 

0 Did  you  like  school? 

A Not  much. 

0 Did  you  get  good  grades? 

A Last  year  1 didnrt  do  too  well. 

q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school?  Is 

there  anything  they  could  have  done? 

A They  wanted  me  to  take  summer  school  but  like  1 said,  I was  scill 

sick  and  1 had  to  go  to  the  hospital. 

0 What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school? 


A Too  many  problems  are  here  at  home. 

0 Is  there  anything  that  would  have  to  happen? 

A 1 don't  know  there  is  a lot  of  work  here  at  home.  The  family  is 

too  big  and  they  are  all  going  to  school  so  I have  to  help  my 

mother, 

o Would  you  return  to  school  if  some  of  theoe  problems  were  not  here? 

A If  1 was  feeling  better  1 would  go. 

0 What' do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you've  stopped 

attending?  * 

. . 
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A Nothing. 

Q What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A Get  good  grades  and  study  right. 

0 Didn't  you  study? 

A Yes  I did,  but  I had  to  do  ti t housework  and  the  studies  so  it  was 

too  much  for  me. 

0 What  would  you  do  now  if  you  returned  to  school? 

A Study  more, 

0 Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A I don't  know/ 

Mother  She  needs  someone  to  take  care  of  her  because  she  has  just 

been  operated  it  is  very  necessary. 

Q What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  leave  school? 

A I was  always  sick  of  a pain  and  I had  to  drop  school. 

0 What  would  be  the  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A I don’t  know  It  has  been  a long  time.  I don’t  think  I would  go 

back  to  school  because  of  the  grades  and  all  of  that, 

0 How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school?  Are  you  better  off  in 

any  way? 

A Yes, 

0 In  what  way? 

A Staying  at  home. 

Q How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

A I have  njt  been  able  to  ^et  a good  Job. 

0 If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 

time? 

A No. 
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Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

I don't  know  some 1 1 ires  they  should. 

Some  leave  school  because  the  family  is  too  big, 
others  because  they  don't  have  what  they  need* 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

In  no  way. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  discourage  me  on  the  contrary  they  told  me  to  go  to 
school. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  mike  you  return  to  school? 

There  are  many  ways  but  school  at  night  is  no  good  for  me. 

Why? 

Because  I don't  have  anybody  to  take  me  and  bring  me  back. 

Her  father  wouldn't  let  her  go  to  night  classes* 

If  you  would  return  to  day  classes  what  could  be  done? 

I don't  knew  because  I have  |ust  been  operated  and  it  is  almost 
September,  depends  on  what  the  doctor  SAys* 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Anything  where  I don^t  have  to  lift  heavy  things. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  like  what  would  you  like  to  do? 
Work  In  the  hospital. 

Doing  what? 

Not  a nurae  because  that  is  too  much  work  but  I would  like  to  work 
in  the  kitchen. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  ? 
school? 

Nothing  because  I got  married . 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  tc  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

No,  I liked  school  and  everything.  I wouldn’t  have  drop  if  1 had 
not  married. 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  return 
to  school? 

Nothing  I liked  school. 

What  kind  or  grades  did  you  get? 

Not  vary  good  but  I still  like  school. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

That  1 got  married  very  young. 

Is  there  anything  else  why  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Because  you  need  school  very  much,  the  English. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  tc  make  you  stay  in  school? 

If  they  had  not  let  tre  married. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

I don’t  know  exactly. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you’ve  stopped 
attending? 

The  classes. 

Could  you  have  done  anything  personally  to  stay  in  school? 

No,  I don't  think  so.  I got  married* 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Get  a divorce* 

If  you  had  a divorce  would  you  return  to  school? 
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A Yes . 

0 Would  you  like  to  go  to  night  classes? 

A I would  like  to  go* 

0 Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A To  have  somebody  to  take  care  of  the  baby. 

Q If  you  had  someone  to  take  care  of  the  baby  would  you  return  to 

school? 

A Yes. 

Q What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A Nothing  I just  wanted  to  get  married. 

Q Kow  are  you  better  off  since  you  leit  school? 

A I am  not  better  off. 

Q How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

A I don’t  know  enough. 

0 Is  there  any  way  in  which  you  are  better  or  worst  off? 

A I don't  understand. 

Q How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school  or  how  are  you  wor 

off? 

A I cannot  get  a good  Job. 

0 If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a sec  i, 

time? 

A No, 

Q Under  what  circumstances  should  every  student  drop  from  school" 

A I don't  know. 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A In  no  way. 
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How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  told  me  I was  too  young  to  get  married. 

Is  there  anything  that  anyone  can  do  to  help  you  return  to  school? 
Just  take  care  of  the  baby. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Work  in  a store  as  a sales  lady. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

To  come  to  talk  to  my  mother. 

The  principal  said  her  brain  would  not  help  her  and 
she  could  not  learn  anything.  Vet  she  is  at  a good 
job. 

Did  they  tell  you  why  you  didn't  study  or  why  you  didn't  go  to 
school? 

Yes  they  told  me  why  I didn't  wanted  to  study  and  all  of  that. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  school*  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Tell  them  why  you  couldn’t  go  to  school. 

I couldn’t  go  to  school  because  I was  working* 

What  could  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  could  return  to 
school? 

Just  study  more  and  have  more  help. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

Not  right  now  because  I am  working  and  I don’t  nave  time. 

If  you  had  a job  where  you  could  go  to  achool  and  work  at  the  same 
time  would  you  go  to  school? 

Yen. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I don't  regret  it,  but  I had  to  leave  school  because  my  father 
didn’t  hava  enough  money  to  send  me  to  school* 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

To  send  roe  again  each  day. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to 
achool? 

To  aak  for  help  for  me. 
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What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Nothing. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

The  studies  and  all  of  that. 

Did  you  like  school? 

Yes  but  I couldn’t  learn.  My  head  just  didn’t  help  me  with  words. 
I couldn’t  learn  fast. 

Do  you  think  it  was  you  or  the  school  that  didn’t  teach  you  right? 
No,  it  was  me  the  principal  said. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Stop  working. 

Were  you  working  before  you  dropped  school? 

No. 

I mean  what  cruld  you  have  done  while  you  were  in  school? 

Stay  in  school, 

What  could  you  do  new  to  return  to  school? 

Stop  working  and  return  to  school  but  I cannot  Jo  it  now. 

Why? 

Because  I have  to  work  for  money. 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  >Du  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Clothes  and  all  of  that. 

What  single  thing  ^r  circumstance  caused  you  to  drop  school? 

I couldn’t  learn. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

I am  working  and  everything  and  I can  buy  my  clothes  and  help  my 
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father  and  aH  thet. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

I cannot  find  a better  job. 

She  cannot  find  a good  Job  because  she  didn't  have  school. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 
tine? 

No. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

Sot  b.c.use  SOM  hove  vhet  the,  need,  but  like  M I didn’t  h.ve 
enough  ooney. 

Ho.  did  your  patent,  entout.ge  you  to  dtop  school!  Old  they  encout.ge 
you? 

No. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

It  was  me  because  I couldn'.t  learn. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Secretary. 

Did  you  set  good  grades? 

So,  so. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

A 

To  tell  me  to  go  to  school. 

0 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like 
to  go  to  school? 

A 

They  could  have  explain  everything. 

Q 

Did  they  explain  right? 

A 

No,  not  very  good  because  sometimes  I couldn’t  understand  what  they 
were  talking  ibout. 

Q 

Did  you  ever  ask  them  to  explain  to  you  alter  class? 

A 

No  because  I,  was  embarrassed. 

Q 

What  could  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  voulu  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

To  teach  us  right  and  to  explain  better. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  ff  this  happened? 

A 

Yes . 

0 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

Because  I got  married. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

Force  me  to  go;  Just  tell  me  to  go. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

Juat  give  OMt  the  things  I needed  to  go  to  school. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 

To  tell  me  l.o  go  to  school. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

A 

Yes. 

ERLC 

What  do  you  alias  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 
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A Everything  the  classes  the  teachers  should  teach  right. 

Q Did  they  teach-  you  right? 

A Yes  but  I couldnft  understand  the  words. 

Q Did  you  drop  from  the  7th  grade? 

A Yea . 

Q What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A Keep  going  to  school . 

Q Did  you  like  school? 

A Not  very  much. 

Q Did  you  get.  good  grades? 

A So,  so. 

Q What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A I don It  know  becaust  1 have  this  baby. 

Q Would  you  go  to  night  classes  if  you  could? 

A Yes,  if  I could. 

Q Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A To  have  someone  to  take  care  of  the  baby, 

Q What  made  you  drop  school? 

A I did  not  like  school. 

0 What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A I could  learn  more  words. 

0 How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

A No,  1 am  not  better. 

Q How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

A I cannot  understand  the  English  too  good. 
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If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 
time? 

No. 

Underwhat  circumstances  should  all  the  students  drop  school? 

No,  unless  they  have  to. 

How  did  your  parents  encousage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  say  anything. 

Bow  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

Nothing. 

What  could  anyone  do  now  tc  nvake  you  return  to  school? 

To  have  someone  to  take  care  of  the  baby. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Cleaning  houses  or  something  like  that. 

If  you  could  do  anything  you  wanted  to  wlu't  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Anything. 

Do  you  have  anything  in  mind? 
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0 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

A 

Not  to  give  me  P.E. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

A 

I didn't  like  P.E.  1 only  liked  homemaking. 

0 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like 
to  return  to  school7 

A 

Not  to  give  me  P.E. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

A 

No. 

0 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

I don't  regret  it. 

0 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

0 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

A 

If  I hadn't  drop  because  I had  to  work. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

A 

Tea. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you've  stopped 
attending? 

A 

The  studies  and  I am  forgetting  the  English  and  everything. 

0 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Just  keep  on  going. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 
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A Nothing. 

0 Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A If  my  father  had  a good  job. 

Q What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A P.E,  and  because  my  father  didn't  earn  enough  money. 

Q How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

A I am  not  better  off. 

Q How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

A I am  forgetting  everything, 

ti  What  do  you  mean  by  everything? 

A Everything,  the  English  and  all  of  that. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A No. 

Q Under  what  clrcumatances  should  every  student  drop  school? 

A If  they  need  to  but  they  shouldn't  leave  school. 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't  encourage  me. 

0 How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop.. school? 

A They  didn't  discourage  me, 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

A Nothing. 

Q If  they  had  special  programs  or  night  classes  would  you  go? 

A No. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 
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A Typing. 

q Being  a secretary  or  something? 

A Yes,  a secretary. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

Nothing. 

Could  they  have  done  anything  to  make  you  stay  interested  in  school? 
In  what  way? 

In  any  way. 

If  I could  find  a job  and  go  to  school  at  the  same  time. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

I liked  to  go  to  classes  any  way  but  I couldn’t  go  because  I had  to 
work. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

If  1 had  a job  after  school  or  on  weekends. 

If  you  had  a parttime  job  would  ycu  return  to  school? 

Yes, 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  all  if  this  happened? 

Yes, 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I don't  have  enough  practice  in  everything. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  In  school? 

I don't  know,  my  mother  asked  them  to  drop  me. 

Could  they  have  done  anything? 

No  because  my  father  was  not  at  work  and  I had  to  work. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

tike  what,  more  or  less?  # 
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In  the  situation  at  home  what  would  hav*  to  happen? 

To  level  out  in  our  debts  because  ray  father  ia  now  working. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

Yes. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you’ve  stopped  attending? 

The  Classes t the  teachers. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

I don't  know.  Just  have  a job. 

Wh&t  can  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

I don't  know.  Stop  working. 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  return  to  school? 

No. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  caused  you  to  drop  school? 

Work  and  the  situation  at  home. 

Would  you  like  to  return  to  school? 

I hadn’t  plan  to  return  but  if  the/  had  a program  by  which  I could 
work  and  go  to  school  I would  go. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

I wa  not. 

How  are  you  worst  o/f  since  you  left  school? 

You  need  school  because  when  they  ask  you  something  you  Just  don't 
know  how  to  answer  it. 

What  grade  did  you  drop  school? 

8th. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 
time? 

I think  so  if  1 was  in  the  same  situation. 
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Q Under  what  circumstances  should  every  student  drop  school? 

A Depends  if  they  have  problems. 

Q What  kind  or  problems? 

A Economic  problems. 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  Just  told  me  to  drop  because  I had  to  help  them  work. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A to  they  just  said  that  anyway  school  was  not  very  important.  I had 

to  find  a job. 

Q What  would  have  to  be  done  before  you  could  return  to  school? 

A The  same  things  I told  you  before  to  have  to  work  or  to  work  in 

school . 

Q Did  you  applied  for  the  K.Y  X .? 

A Yes  but  they  never  called  me. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Secretary. 
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Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  stay 

in  school? 

A They  couldn't  do  anything  if  I stayed  it  would  be  because  I wanted 

to. 

Q But  what  could  they  have  done  before  you  drop  school? 

A Nothing  because  I drop  because  I had  to. 

Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 

go  to  school? 

A No,  nothing. 

Q Did  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A Yes  I liked  school. 

Q What  could  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  return  to 

school? 

A No,  nothing  because  from  what  I remember  they  were  fine  the  way  they 

were  and  I would  like  to  return  to  school  the  way  it  is. 

Q How  do  you  regie t having  left  school? 

A At  first  I lad  trouble  finding. a job  but  then  I found  one. 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A They  didn't  want  me  to  drop  but  I dropped  because  my  father  was 

sick  and  I had  to  work. 

Q What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 

school? 
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Nothing  can  be  done. 

What  do  you-  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

The  teachers,  ay  roo wastes,  the  homework  and  everything  we  did  in 
school. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Sven  if  1 wanted  to  I cannot  go,  but  If  I could  I would  go. 

What  can  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Prom  my  part  l would  go  to  school  if  X could. 
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Would  you  go  to  day  classes  or  night  classes? 

Day  classes  because  I have  always  attended  day  classes  and  I donrt 
know  how  the  night  classes  might  be. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Yes,  clothes  and  everything. 

Vhat  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

My  father's  sickness. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

I would  have  to  stop  working. 

How  are  you  .better  off  since  you  left  school? 

I cannot  say  I am  better  off  because  I have  always  been  the  same  but 
I had  trouble  finding  a job  because  they  would  always  ask  you  if 
you  were  a graduate. 

How  are  you  worst  off  aince  you  left  school? 

At  f ir 8 1 I couldn't  find  a job  but  then  I found  one. 

Are  you  better  off  now? 

Just  a little  bit  not  much. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 
time? 

1 don't  think  so. 

Under  what  circumstances  should  everyone  drop  school? 
t don't  think  anyone  should  drop. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

Ho  they  didn't  encourage  me  they  told  me  to  stay  but  1 had  to  drop. 
How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  just  said  that  it  was  going  to  be  hard  for  me  to  find  a Job. 
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Q What  could  be  done  now  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

A I think  that  if  everything  works  out  I would  go  to  night  classes  like 

I saio . v* 

Q If  you  couid  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A I would  like  to  be  a nurse. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in 
school? 

Nothing. 

Did  you  like  school? 

Yes . 

4 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
So  to  school? 

I liked  it  any  way. 

What  could  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

If  they  had  air  condition. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

Yea . 

H*w  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

One  thing*  I miss  my  friends  and. now  I realise  hew  much  1 need  an 
education. because  it  is  very  hard  to  find  a job. 

Have  you  tried  to  find  a Job? 

Yes. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 
Nathing. 

Ie  there  anything  that  your  parents  could  have  done  to  make  you  like 
school? 

to . 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Nothing,  I couldn’t  go  to  school. 

If  they  had  n||ht  classes  would  you  go? 
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Yes. 

What  do  yoy  miS9  the  most  about  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

My  teachers. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Nothing. 

Ia  there  anything  that  you  personally  need  before  you  could  return 
to  school? 

Have  a baby  sitter. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 


My  parents  because  they  were  always  eomparing  me  with  my  sister. 
In  what  way? 

Saying  that  my  slater  was  better  In  school,  that  she  had  better 
grades  and  this  and  that. 

Did  this  discourage  you? 

Yes. 

Did  you  mike  good  grades? 

Yes,  I think  so. 

What  kind  of  grades  did  your  sister  make? 

She  always  made  the  honor  roll. 

What  do  you  think  would  have  to  happen  before  you  would  return  to 
school? 

I don't  understand  the  question. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home? 

Wail,  my  parents  would  have  to  atop  somparlng  me  with  my  sister. 
How  are  you  batter  off  since  you  left  school? 

I don't  Keel  I am  better  off. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 
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Well,  I Enww  now  that  I need  an  education. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 
time? 

A 

No. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  should  every  student  drop  school? 

A 

I don't  think  anybody  should  drop  school. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  didn't  encourage  me  to  drop. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  told  me  I would  not  be  able  to  find  a Job  but  anyway  I dropped, 
I didn't  listen  to  them. 

Q 

What  could  anyone  do  now  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Well,  I think  I would  go  to  night  classes  if  they  had  a program  where 
I could  go.. 

Q 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

A 

Secretarial  work. 

Q 

What  grade  did  you  drop  school? 

A 

9th. 

Q 

Did  you  get  married  right  after  you  drop?  Did  you  get  married  later 
on? 

A 

Tea,  the  following  month. 
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What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

No,  nothing. 

Could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  something  to  make  you 
like  to  go  to  school? 

They  explained  everything  to  me  and  when  I had  a question  they 
would  always  answer  something. 

Could  they  have  done  anything? 


No. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  In  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

I cannot  return  even  If  1 wanted  to  because  my  mother  is  working  and 
I have  to  stay  at  home. 

If  they  had  night  school  would  you  go? 

Yes . 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I was  too  old  when  I was  in  school,  I was  18. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Because  I was  there  a very  shox t time  and  because  I didn't  learn 
much. 

What  grade  did  you  drop  school? 

4th  grade  but  I was  only  4 years  In  school. 

Do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Yea  because  I realize  I need  an  education. 

Why? 

Because  you  see  I aa  an  Avon  representative  and  I need  the  English 
because  you  sometimes  don't  understand  and  I can  apeak  e little  bit 
and  I can  write  a little  too  bu*~  I need  to  know  more.  If  I had 
enter  school  earlier,  I would  have  stayed  In  school. 
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Q Why  did  you  enter  school  so  late? 

A Because  we  just  got  immigrated  about  four  years  ago. 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A They  told  me  to  go  but  I was  too  old  and  didn't  want  to  go.  Then 

my  mother  got  a job  and  I had  to  stay  at  home. 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  go  to  school? 

A They  wanted  me  to  learn  more* 

Q What  could  they  have  done? 

A If  they  had  put  me  in  school  earlier.  I was  in  school  across  the 

river,  I was  in  school  over  there  for  6 years  but  if  we  had  come 
earlier  I would  hsve  stayed  in  school. 

Q What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school? 

A fbthing,  someone  to  take  care  of  the  children. 

Q If  this  happen  would  you  return  to  school? 

A Yea. 

Q At  night? 

A Yea. 

q What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 

attending? 

A the  clc.ases  because  you  forget  everything.  Sometimes  when  1 have 

a problem  ay  brothers  would  help  me. 

q What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A tike  what? 

* Q Could  you  have  done  anything  to  stay  in  school? 

A If  I had  been  younger  I would  h*ve  stayed. 

q What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 
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A Try  to  go  to  night  classes. 

Q Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A No. 

Q What  made  you  drop  school? 

A Because  my  mother  started  to  work. 

Mother  to,  that  is  not  true  because  I only  worked  parttim*  and 

I always  left  everything  fixed  up  so  she  could  go  t > 
school  but  she  was  just  lazy  she  didn't  want  to  go. 

Q What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A To  learn  more. 

Q How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

A to,  I am  not  better  off. 

Q How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

A Well,  because  I need  the  English. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 

time? 

A to. 


Q Under  what  circumstances  should  evory  student  drop  school? 

A They  all  should  stay  and  study  so  they  could  get  a better  job. 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  encourage  me  to  stay  in  school. 

Q How  did  they  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A to,  they  encourage  me  to  stay. 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  make  you  go  back  to  school? 

A To  go  to  school  at  night  but  do  something  easier  because  I was  with 

Mr.  Ramirez  and  he  had  the  6th  grade  or  something  like  that  and  he 
gave  us  very  difficult  things. 
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Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Work  in  anything. 

Q But  if  you  had  the  opportunity  to  work  in  anything  you  like  what 

would  you  chose? 

A I could  work  In  anything  I used  to  work  washing  dishes  at  the  drive 

in. 

Q But  if  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like 

to  do? 

A Sales  lady. 
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Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


Whflt  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

I don't  think  30.  Nothing. 

Did  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

Yes. 

What  could  they  have  done  to  make  you  like  school  more 
Nothing. 

What  grade  did  you  drop  school? 

4th  grade. 

What  could  they  have  done  in  the  schools  to  make  you  like  it?  Do 
you  like  it* the  way  it  is  now’ 

No  because  anyway  I could  not  go  to  school  my  father  doesnf  t earn 
enough  money. 


Grandmother  Not  even  working  does  he  have  enough  money  because  !ie 

is  paying  all  the  furnisher  from  her  room  and  from  the 
kitchen.  She  has  two  brothers  and  she  has  to  take  care 
of  them  because  the  doctor  told  me  I couldn’t  do  any- 
thing and  she  has  to  do  it  because  I cannot  do  it.  That 
is  why  her  father  got  her  out  of  school.  He  talked  to 
the  principal  and  explained  to  him. 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

No  not  right  now. 

What  cou?d  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

I don’t  know. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to 
school? 

Nothing*  I don’t  know. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
ro  school? 

Nothing. 
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You  said  you  don’t  regret  having  left  school  have  you  planned 
to  return  to  school? 


If  whatever  you  wanted  changed  at  home  happened  would  you  return 
to  school? 


A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 


O 


No. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you've  stopped 
attending? 

Nothing. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Nothing. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

I don’t  like  school. 

Is  there  any  reason  you  wouldn’t  like  school?  Was  everything  ok 
the  way  it  was? 

No. 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Anyway  I cannot  go  to  school. 

Do  you  need  anything?  Do  you  have  everything? 

No. 

Then  what  do  you  need? 

Clothes  and  all  of  that. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  caused  you  to  drop  school? 

Because  my  father  couldn't  give  me  what  I needed  because  he  didn't 
earn  enough. 

Did  you  work  after  you  dropped  school? 

No,  I work  here  at  home. 

How  ere  you  better  off  since  you  left  school?  Are  you  better  off? 
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A 

Yes . 

Q 

In  what  way? 

A 

I don’t  know  how  to  tell  you. 

Grandmother 

Do  you  mean  how  she  is  better  off  since  she  left  school? 

Interviewer 

Yesi  she  said  she  was  better  off,  how  is  she  better  off? 

Grandmother 

Well  because  she  has  dresses  and  eats  without  having  to 
work . 

Q 

Is  that  how  you  are  better  off? 

A 

Yes. 

Grandmother 

She  is  always  here  at  home  she  never  goes  out  except 
on  Saturday  or  Sunday  but  that  is  her  problem  she 
cannot  speak.  (English) 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

A 

In  nothing  I am  not  better  or  worst. 

Q 

What  do  you  mean  by  that? 

Grandmother 

Tell  them  that  you  have  always  been  the  same  poor 
and  everything,  don't  be  ashamed. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

No,  not  if  my  father  could  give  me  what  I need. 

Q 

Did  you  get  good  grades? 

A 

I got  a C in  math  and  spelling. 

Q 

Under  what  corcumstances  should  every  student  drop  school?  Do  you 
think  every  student  should  drop  school? 

A 

to. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

My  father  talked  to  the  principal. 

What  could  be  done  now  before  you  would  want  to  return  to  school? 

A 

I don't  know,  Just  have  enough  money. 
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q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Anything  to  work. 

Q Did  you  try  to  find  a job? 

A Yea  in  the  N.Y.C.  but  they  never  called  me. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

A 

To  show  me  to  learn. 

Q 

Just  to  learn? 

A 

Yea. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like 
school? 

A 

They  could  have  taught  me.  Teach  me  to  write  better  but  I left 
school  because  I wanted  to  get  married. 

Q 

Is  that  the  only  reason? 

A 

Yes. 

q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

Just  for  them  to  send  me  to  school.  They  told  me  to  go  Kut  I wanted 
to  get  married. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  school? 

A 

I think  Just  to  force  me  to  go. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you’ve  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Everything. 

Q 

What  do  you  mean  by  everything? 

A 

Well,  like  learning  eventhough  I didn’t  learn  much  English. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

Did  you  want  to  do  something  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

No,  I didn’t  want  to  go*  I didn't  like  school. 

Q 

Why  didn't  you  like  school? 
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A 

I don't  know. 

Q 

Was  there  any  particular  reason? 

A 

No,  I just  didn't  like  it. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  that  would  place  you  in  a position  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

I can't  think  of  anything. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

to. 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

I wanted  to  -get  married. 

Q 

Is  that  the  only  reason? 

A 

Yea, 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  do  you  believe  would  result  in 
your  returning  to  school? 

A 

Just  if  I wanted  to  learn  I would  go  back  to  school. 

Q 

you  want  to  learn  now? 

A 

I don't  know. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  eince  you  left  school? 

A 

I don't  know*  in  no  wf.y  at  ell. 

q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

A 

I don't  know*  I didn't  learn  many  words.  (English) 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

N>. 

Q 

What  grade  did  you  drop  school? 

A 

7th  grade. 

Q 

In  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  everyone  should  leave  school? 
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Q 

A 

Q 

A 


Under  no  circumstance. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  leave  school? 

No  they  didn’t  encourage  me  I just  drop  because  I vauted  to  drop 
because  I wanted  to. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  leave  school? 

In  no  way  they  wanted  me  to  keep  going*  but  I just  didn't  want  to 
go. 

What  could  anyone  do  now  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

Ibthing. 

If  you  had  the  opportunity  to  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what 
would  you  like  to  do? 

As  a cashier  in  a grocery  store. 
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Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

school? 

A To  have  more  order, 

Q What  do  you  mean  by  order? 

A To  have  less  distractions, 

Q Did  your  classes  had  much  distractions? 

A Yes , 

Q Distractions  were  caused  by  what? 

A There  was  a lot  of  movement,  they  played  a lot,  they  didnrt  pay  much 

attention  to  the  classes, 

Q Who  are  you  talking  about?  Who  makes  the  distractions? 

A The  students. 

Q Is  there  anything  that  the  people  in  the  schools  could  have  done  to 

make  you  like  school? 

A There  were  many  things  I liked,  but  I don't  know  that. 

Q Yes,  but  what  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have 'done  to  make  you 

like  school? 

A 1 liked  everything  but  the  distractions  and  playing  around. 

Q What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A To  have  more  order, 

Q Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happen? 

A Yes, 

Q What  do  you  regret  the  most  from  leaving  school? 

A That  is  going  to  be  hard  to  find  a job  in  the  future. 

Q Have  you  had  problems  finding  a job? 

A Yes, 

Q What  could  your  parents  heve  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 
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A 

They  told  me  to  finish  school,  but  I am  the  oldest  and  my  mother  is 
sort  of  invalid  and  I have  to  take  care  of  her* 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  school? 

A 

They  did  everything,  but  I just  wanted  to  drop* 

Q 

Why? 

A 

Because  my  mother  had  that  accident,  my  father  I had  to  help  him 
and  my  two  younger  brothers*  My  mother  couldn’t  fix  the  food  and 
wAsh  so  I had  to  stay  at  homt* 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

. 't  •'  > 

A 

To  have  somebody  to  help  my  mother. 

Q 

Would  you  go  back  to  school  if  this  happened? 

A 

Yes, 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Everything,  the  studies. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

I could  have  tried  to  find  somebody  to  help  my  mother. 

Q 

What  can  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

To  find  somebody  to  help  my  mother. 

Q 

If  you  had  a person  to  help  your  mother  would  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  to  return  to  school? 

A 

Yes  and  no. 

Q 

What  do  you  mean  by  that? 

A 

In  part  is  ^hat  I am  engaged  to  get  married. 

Q 

You  said  you  needed  something,  what  is  it  that  you  need? 

A 

Almost  nothing  I would  say  nothing. 
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Q 

What  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

My  mother's  accident  and  my  engagement. 

Q 

Were  you  engaged  when  you  left  school? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

A 

Well,  I am  studying  at  home. 

Q 

Are  you  taking  classes  or  something? 

A 

Something  like  that.  There  i3  a girl  from  college  who  comes  to  help 
me  in  math  and  reading. 

Q 

Have  you  ever  been  interested  in  night  classes? 

A 

Yes,  but  I have  not  heard  about  them. 

Q 

Rave  you  asked  any  information? 

A 

Nd,  I heard  of  some  places  where  they  give  night  classes. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

A 

I am  forgetting  important  things  about  the  schools. 

Q 

Like  what? 

A 

How  to  keep  on  studying  and  how  to  better  myself  in  some  things. 
Things  you  need  to  find  a good  Job. 

Q 

Did  you  get  good  grades  in  school? 

A 

Average. 

Q 

What  did  you  like  the  most  in  school7 

A 

History. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

I think  I wouldn't. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  should  every  student  drop  School? 

A 

If  they  have  a hard  problem. 
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Q What  kind  of  problem? 

A If  they  have  to  help  their  mocher,  or  if  they  are  the  only  girl 

at  home  and  her  mother  is  an  invalid > or  because  she  is  getting 
married. 

Q Then  you  think  that  only  under  those  circumstances  the  student 

should  drop  school? 

A I do  because  education  is  very  important. 

Q Do  you  think  that  a person  should  leave  school  in  order  to  get 

married? 

A No. 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  loav  school? 

A In  no  way,  . 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  told  me  to  stay  in  school. 

Q What  can  anyone  do  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A I am  getting  married  soon  and  I don't  think  I can  go  to  school 

after  that. 

Q fot  even  to  night  classes? 

A To  night  classes  I would  go  because  I want  to  finish  school  but 

not  to  regular  classes  because  if  1 vas  married  it  would  be  fuuny. 

Q In  what  way  would  it  be  funny? 

A Because  the  girls  that  knew  that  1 was  getting  married  would  ask 

me  questions  and  I wouldn’t  like  that. 

Q If  you  had  the  opportunity  to  work  vh*t  would  you  like  to  do? 

A Secretary  I've  always  liked  that. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

A 

I don't  know. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  that  could  be  done  so  you  would  go  to  classes? 

A 

No. 

Q 

Did  you  like  school? 

A 

Yes, 

Q 

Was  there  anything  in  particular  you  didn't  like  about  school? 

A 

No,  I liked  everything. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  decide  to  return 
to  school?  „ 

A 

I don't  know — not  anything. 

Q 

Do  you  like  school  the  way  it  is  now? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

Well  because  I got  rarrried. 

Q 

Is  that  all? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

What  cuuld  your  parents  have  dene  to  make  you  like  to  attend  school? 

A 

I don't  know  but  they  wanted  me  to  go  to  school. 

Q 

Was  it  you  who  didn't  want  to  go? 

A 

Yes* 

Q 

Was  it  because  you  didn't  like  school? 

A 

No,  I liked  school  but  I was  going  to  get  married  so  I didn't  want 
to  go  anyaow. 

Q 

What  could  your  patents  have  done  to  make  you  like  school? 
Could  they  have  done  anything? 
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Yes. 

What  could  they  have  done? 

I don't  know  exactly. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  out  of  school  now  that  you;ve  stopped 
attending? 

Everything  about  the  school. 

What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

I don't  know  what  I could  have  done. 

If  you  had  not  married  would  you  have  stayed  in  school? 

Yes. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

No,  I cannot  do  anything  because  I have  to  take  care  of  the  baby. 

If  you  didn't  have  the  baby  what  could  you  do? 

I would  have  tried  to  go  back  to  school. 

Would  you  return  to  day  classes  or  night  classes? 

Day  classes. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

ib* 

For  example  if  you  had  someone  who  could  take  care  of  the  baby  would 
you  return  to  school? 

Yes » 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  caused  you  to  drop  school? 
Everything  at  home  and  because  I didn't  want  to  go  that  way. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

No,  I am  not  better  off* 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 
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A I don't  know  but  I would  like  to  be  in  school* 

q How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school?  A^e  you  worst? 

A Yes  but  I would  like  to  go  to  school. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school? 

A No, 

q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  think  everyone  should  drop  school? 

A No i they  should  stay. 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A I don't  know. 

q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A No,  they  didn't. 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

A Nothing  just  someone  to  take  care  of  the  baby. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  wou  d you  like  to 

do? 

A Work  in  an  office. 

Q Doing  what? 

A As  a secretary. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  attend 
school? 

A 

I don't  know. 

Q 

What  could  they  do  to  make  you  go  to  classes? 

A 

They  used  to  tell  me  not  to  drop  because  1 was  still  too  young. 

Q 

What  could  they  have  done  to  uvake  you  like  school?  Did  you  like 
everything  about  the  school? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

You  said  they  told  you  to  stay  in  school  what  else  could  they  have 
done? 

A 

Hot  to  let  me  drop. 

Q 

Why  did  you  drop  school? 

A 

Because  I had  tc  work. 

Q 

Did  you  like  to  go  to  classes? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

What  \ould  they  have  done  to  make  you  like  school  mere? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

!>ld  you  like  school  the  way  it  was? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

Do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

Why  do  you  regret  it? 

A 

Becavue  I wanted  to  finish  school. 

Q 

Did  you  like  school  very  much? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

What  coaid  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  Ln  school?  Is 
there  anything  they  could  have  done? 
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Nd  answer. 

Q 

Did  you  drop  because  you  wanted  to? 

A 

No  because  I had  to  work. 

Q 

Could  your  parents  have  done  anything  to  make  you  like  to  go  to 
ochool?  * 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

What  could  they  have  done? 

A 

Just  to  let  me  finish  school. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  all  that  your  parents  could  have  done 
happended. 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

The  classes. 

Q 

Did  you  like  everything  about  school. 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

Well,  now  trhat  do  you  miss  froui  school  now  that  you:ve  stopped 

attending? 

A 

The  P.B.  classes  and  the  math. 

Q 

Did  you  like  to  go  to  P.E.  classes? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

What  coold  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school?  Could  you 
have  done  anything? 

A 

Yea. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done? 

A 

Not  have  to  work  so  I could  go  to  school. 

Q 

What  grade  did  you  drop  from? 

A 

o 
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Q 

If  you  had  not  had  to  work  would  you  have  stayed? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

tto  thing. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

No. 

Q 

What  caused  you  to  drop  from  school?  Is  there  anything  that  made  you 
drop  school? 

A 

Because  1 had  to  work. 

Q 

What  could  make  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing  can  be  done. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school?  Are  .you  better  off? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

In  what  ways?  Could  you  explain? 

A 

No  answer « 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 
time? 

A 

•Q 

Why? 

A 

I need  to  learn  more. 

Q 

Then  it  Is  more  Important  to  you  to  learn  more? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  fehould  everyone  drop  sbhool? 

A 

Under  no  circumstances. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

O 

ERIC 

400 

634 

F6-24 


4 


A They  told  me  that  1 had  to  help  then  a little  because  I was  the 

oldest . 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A Kof  I had  to  drop  because  they  just  told  me  to  drop  and  I dropped. 

Q What  could  be  done  now  before  you  could  return  to  school?  If  there 

was  a special  program  where  you  could  go  to  school  would  you  go? 

A Yes . 

Q If  they  had  night  school  would  you  go? 

A I don't  know,  if  I could. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A cashier . 

Q In  what  kind  of  a store? 

A In  a grocery  store  or  any  store. 
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I 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  stay 
in  school? 

I am  not  going  to  go  to  school  this  year. 

What  grade  did  you  drop  school? 

7th  grade . 

Before  you  dropped  school  did  you  go  to  tell  them  you  were  going 
to  drop? 

Yes. 

What  could  they  have  done  then  to  make  you  want  to  go  to  school? 

I don’t  know,  I liked  school. 

Bid  you  like  everything  in  school? 

Yes. 

Could  they  have  done  anything  that  could  roalpk  you  go  back? 

I don’t  know  if  they  could. 

Is  there  anything  the  people  in  the  schools  could  have  done? 

Hd  , I don’t  pl^n  to  return  to  school  this  year  because  I might  get 
married. 

Are  you  sure  you  are  getting  married. 

ife. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school?  Do  you  regret  it? 

I don't  know* 

Is  there  anything  thft  you  regret  now  that  you  are  not  In  school? 

to. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 
Nothing. 

Ie  there  anything  your  parents  could  have  done  to  make  you  like 
school? 

to. 

Did  you  like  school? 
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A 

Yes  I did  but  I an  not  going  to  go  this  year. 

Q 

Do  you  think  is  better  to  get  married  than  to  go  to  school? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

Do  you  like  school?  Did  you  make  good  grades? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  hone  before  you  would  return  to 
school? 

A 

Hothing  just  go  back. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you've  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Everyth tng*  ‘the  band. 

Q 

Were  you  in  band? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

What  did  you  play? 

A 

The  comet. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Nothing  at  all* 

Q 

What  could  you  have  do^e  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Not  get  married. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

1 don't  know. 

q 

Is  there  anything  yo’*>  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

lb. 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

I don't  know  because  I am  getting  married. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 
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A No  way . 

Q How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

A I donr t know  what  worst  off  is, 

Q Axe  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

A Yes. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 

time? 

A No. 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  everyone  should  drop  school? 

A Under  no  circumstances. 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't  want  me  to  drop. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't  discourage  me  they  wanted  me  to  stay. 

Q What  could  anyone  do  now  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

A Hothing  now. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A I have  never  worked. 

Q But  if  you  had  the  opportunity  to  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to 

what  would  you  like  to  do? 

A I don't  like  to  work. 
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* 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
S'  hool? 


Nothing  I liked  school  and 

I liked  the  teachers. 

What  would  have  to  be  done 
return  to  school? 

in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 

I don1 t know. 

Is  there  anything  they  could  have  done  that  would  n:ake  you  like  to 
return? 

No,  I like  school  the  way  It  is. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Well,  I regret  it  because  I would  have  liked  to  finish  school  and  have 
a career  buf  I just  cannot  go  to  school. 

Why? 

Because  I hatfe  to  help  my  mother. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  atay  in  school? 

They  could  have  forced  me. 

What  could  they  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

They  could  have  make  me  think  that  school  was  good  and  that  later  or 
I was  going  to  regret  It. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  could  return  to  school? 

To  have  someone  to  take  care  of  my  mother. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happen? 

Tea. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 


The  teachers. 

Did  you  get  good  grades? 

H?  because  I enter  school  lata  each  year. 
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What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Here  in  my  family  we  are  all  very  slow  in  learning  and  I wished  I 
could  have  learn  more. 

Do  you  think  this  was  from  your  part  that  you  couldn't  lesrn? 

Yes. 

What  would  you  do  now  if  you  returned  to  school? 

I would  try  my  best. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  return  to  school? 
No. 

What  caused  you  to  drop  from  school? 

My  mother  because  she  was  sick  and  I had  to  take  care  of  her. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

I am  not  better  off  because  I never  pick  up  a book. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

Because  I never  talk  any  English,  we  all  /peak  Spanish,  and  I don't 
have  any  books  to  study. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 
time? 

No. 

Under  what  circumstances  should  everyone  drop  school? 

Something  forces  them  like  if  theit  mother  has  to  work  and  she  asks 
them  to  take  care  of  their  brothers  and  sisters. 

Is  that  the  only  way? 

Yes. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

In  the  matter  that  if  something  happened  to  ny  mother  it  was  going 
to  be  ny  fault  because  I didn't  stay  with  her. 
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Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A.  They  didn’t  discourage  me. 

Q If  you  could  work  4fc  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to  do? 

A To  be  a nurse. 

Q What  grade  did  you  drop  school? 

A 8th. 

Q If  someone  would  stay  with  your  mother  would  you  return  to  school? 

A Yes. 

Q Would  you  return  to  day  or  night  classes? 

A Day  classes  i like  them  better^ 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  ^or.e  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

I don1 t know. 

Did  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

I did  but  not  this  year. 

Is  there  anything  they  could  have  done? 

I don't  know,  friends. 

What  do  you  mean  by  friends? 

Something  that  I would  like  to  go  to  school  because  of  my  friends. 

Did  you  go  because  ?f  your  friends? 

Ho  because  I like  some  subjects  and  some  I didn't  like,  I liked 
history  and  P.E, 

If  what  you  wanted  to  happen  in  the  schools  happened  would  you  return? 
Maybe . 

Are  you  undecided? 

Yes, 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

In  the  first  place  I do  and  In  the  second  place  I don't. 

What  is  the  first  place? 

I don’t  know.  You  know,  Z liked  school  then  I didn't. 

Is  there  any  particular  reason  why  you  didn't  like  school? 

I just  didn't  like  to  go. 

Is  there  anything  that  yon  didn't  like?  Did  somethir3  happen  to 
sake  you  dislike  school? 

I don't  know. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  nake  you  stay  In  school? 
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A 

I don't  know. 

• Q 

Could  they  have  done  anything? 

A 

Maybe  I don1 t know. 

Q 

What  do  you  mean  by  maybe? 

A 

I don't  know.  , 

Q 

Is  there  anything  your  parents  could  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

A 

I don't  know. 

q 

Could  they  have  done  anything? 

A 

I think  so.  * 

Q 

What  could  they  heve  done? 

A 

Whatever  they  wanted  to. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  want  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

I don't  know. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  If  this  happened? 

A 

Tea. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  about  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

The  fv lends  everything. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  In  school? 

A 

1 don't  k nw, 

Q 

Is  theta  anything  you  could  have  done? 

A 

1 don't  know. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  that  would  place  you  in  a position  to  return 
to  school? 

A 
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Is  there  anything  that  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

No. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  caused  you  to  drop  school? 

Just  because  I didnft  want  to  go. 

Did  you  have  any  other  reason? 

No. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

I don ' 1 know. 

H>w  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

No,  I am  not  better  off,  I am  suppose  to  go  to  school,  but  I didn't 
want  to  go  the  older  I get.  I am  going  to  need  a Job. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

No,  I am  not  better  off.  I don't  know. 

If  you  had  to  doiit  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a Second 
time? 

I don’t  think  so. 

Under  what  circumstances  should  everyone  drop  school? 

In  the  first  place  no.  But  if  they  have  to  drop. 

Under  what  circumstance  should  they  dropout? 

If  they  have  to  work  or  something. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

In  no  way  they  wanted  me  to  stay. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

In  no  way. 

What  coaid  anyone  do  not;  that  would  make  you  return  to  school? 
Nothing. 
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Would  you  like  to  return  to  school  If  they  had  night  classes? 

Would  you  go? 

I don’t  know,  maybe. 

Would  you  prefer  to  go  to  day  or  night  classes? 

Night  classes,  I don’t  like  day  claasea? 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to,  what  would  yen  like  to 
do? 

I do  1 1 know  yet: . 

If  you  had  the  opportunity  to  work  whet  would  you  like  to  do? 

I have  not  thought  about  that. 

What  kind  of  work  would  you  like  to  do  the  most? 

Houaework. 

But  if  you  could  work  where  they  could  pay  you  would  you  like  to 
work  at  a particular  place? 

As  a waiter  of  something. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

A 

They  didn’t  do  anything  to  help  me  attend  class.  They  didn't  do 
anything  as  they  did  in  the  8th  grade. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  that  they  could  have  done  to  make  you  like  the 
classes? 

A 

Yeah  to  be  mere  friendly. 

Q 

Are  you  referring  to  the  students  or  the  teachers? 

A 

To  the  students. 

Q 

What  school  were  you  in? 

A 

Christen. 

Q 

Weren't  the  students  from  Christen  friendly  at  all? 

A 

Oh  no!  they  went  with  their  friends  and  left  you  behind. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

I don't  know. 

Q 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

No,  I don't  think  I regret  leaving  school  but  if  I could  I would  go 
back  to  school  because  It  Is  very  useful  to  have  an  education. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  attend  school? 

A 

Force  me  to  go  to  school. 

Q 

Force  you? 

A 

Yes  because  I had  to  help  my  mother  because  she  was  sick.  My  older 
slaters  have  their  own  families. 

Q 

Is  then,  anything  your  parents  could  have  done  to  make  you  like  school? 

A 

To  sent  me  to  school  every  day  because  I used  to  tell  them  1 had 
a stowack  ache  and  I would  stay  at  home. 

Q 

Did  you  always  give  them  any  excuse  at  that  early  age? 
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A 

Yes . 

Q 

Did  you  like  school? 

A 

No,  I just  didn't  like  school  I don't  know  why. 

<3 

Did  you  had  any  interest  in  school  at  all? 

A 

Well,  I did  but  as  soon  as  I started  to  like  boys  I just  begin  to 
dislike  school  anymore. 

Q 

When  you  liked  boys? 

A 

You  know  wheu  they  start  giving  you  more  attention. 

Q 

Did  you  receive  any  attention  in  school? 

A 

No  because  I, would  like  the  teachers  co  give  you  the  same  attention 
that  the  boys  give  you. 

Q 

Did  the  teachers  you  had  give  you  any  attention? 

A 

No  because  they  would  start  talking  with  someone  and  they  will  leave 
you  behind.  They  just  didn't  talk  to  everyone. 

. Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  to  make  you  return  to  ,’chool? 

A 

To  get  my  parents  to  be  more  stricter  with  me  to  force  me  to  go  to 
school . 

Q 

Do  they  have  to  tell  you  to  go? 

A 

Yes  they  have  to  tell  me  that  I have  to  go  because  if  they  tell  me 
that  if  I want  to  I can  go  and  if  I don't  I don't  have  to,  then  my 
choice  is  no. 

Q 

Why? 

A 

I don't  know.  That  staying  at  home  is  boring  and  it  is  better  to  go 
to  school  because  you  go  from  one  class  to  the  other,  but  I Just  don't 
know  why  I prefer  to  * cay  at  home. 

Q 

What  do  yon  miss  the  most  about  the  schocl  now  that  you've  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Well,  being  with  some  friends. 

Q 

Did  you  have  any  friends? 
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Yet  but  they  all  dropped  from  school  th'it  is  why  I didnft  want  to 
retvjrn  because  I didn't  have  any  friends  there  in  school. 

Did  they  force  you  to  sta,*  out  of  school? 

Yes  because  the  other  friends,  the  ones  I used  to  go  around  with,  they 
used  to  tell  me  "why  go  to  school,  why  d^n't  you  drop”  and  all  of 
that  ao  I dropped. 

Did  you  just  talk  to  them? 

They  toM  me  to  drop  but  I didn’t  pay  any  attention  to  them,  but 
then  I Stopped  going  to  school  because  I had  to  help  my  mother  who 
could  not  work  because  she  had  to  fca  in  bed  and  couldn't  get  up 
that  is  Veally  why  I left  school. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Will^if  my  mother  has  not  been  sick.  I don't  know  whether  I am 
going  back  this  year  or  not.  I ''hink  I will  and  then  I think  1 am 
not.  (She  didn’t  return) 

If  there  was  a program  that  you  could  go  to  but  not  the  regular  classes, 
would  you  go?  4 

Yes. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Just  to  say  that  I want  to  go  to  school.  To  give  myself  some  encourage- 
ment but  you  k’low  after  you  drop  from  school  the  only  advice  they 

give  you  is  no.  Why  go  to  school  you  are  too  old.  When  they  ask  you 

how  old  you  are  and  you  tell  them  17,  all  they  tell  you  is  no  you  are  too 

old  to  go  to  school. 

Is  that  what  you  think? 

Yes  that  is  what  they  tell  me.  So  what’s  the  use,  hut  my  mother  and 
father  tell  me  to  go  to  school  no  matter  how  old  I am.  They  try  to 
encourage  me,  but  1 don’t  know. 

Did  the  girls  that  dropped,  ybur  frier-13 1 are  they  doing  fine  now 
that  they've  dropped  from  school? 

No,  they  don’t  Work.  They  are  looking  for  work,  but  they  just 
cannot  find  any  Job. 

Where  do  you  work? 
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A 

At  continental. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  that  you  personally  need  before  you  return  to 
school? 

A 

To  give  me  some  encouragement. 

Q 

What  caused  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

My  mother. 

Q 

Is  that  all? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

What  could  be  the  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 

Just  the  encouragement  or  if  there  is  a program  where  you  go  to  learn 
a little  higher. 

Q 

What  kind  of  program  are  yo,#  talking  about?  One  where  you  could  get 
your  diploma? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

A 

No,  I am  not  better  off. 

Q 

Hov  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

A 

You  forget  everything  about  the  school  to  me  it  is  very  hard. 

Q 

I think  you  know  good  English. 

A 

To  me  is  very  hard  because  sometimes  you  forget  some  words.  I do 
think  it  is  too  hard  and  I vish  I could  go  back  to  school  because 
later  on  it  is  going  to  be  worse. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  agalu  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

I don’t  think  so  unless  7 had  to. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  should  everyone  drop  from  school? 

A 

They  should  stay  in  school.  It  is  a great  help  to  them.  Unless  they 
have  to  help  at  home. 

Q 

In  what  ways  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 
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Well,  it  was  my  duty  to  help  my  mother  and  it  was  too  hard  for 
me  having  to  come  after  school  and  do  the  washing  and  ironing.  I 
didn’t  have  time  to  study  for  school. 

In  what  ways  did  your  folks  discourage  you  from  leaving  school? 

To  leave  school  so  I could  help  my  mother. 

Did  they  discourage  you? 

Yes  they  did  tell  me  to  return  to  school  thia  year,  but  ever  since 
I left  school  I like  to  be  ?*;  home  so  I don’t  know,  if  I could  go 
back  to  school. 

What  could  anyone  do  now  to  encourage  you  to  return  to  school? 

To  give  me  sqjne  encouragement,  to  make  me  go  to  school,  to  help  me. 

I think  it  is  too  hard  to  go  back  and  I don’t  want  to  go  back  I think 
it  is  too  diflicult. 

What  do  you  mean  by  difficult?  Do  you  mean  the  courses? 

No,  not  the  courses  what  is  difficult  is  just  going  back  to  school. 

I lr ft  school  and  it  is  hard  to  go  back. 

Do  you  think  you  would  feel  out  of  place? 

No,  I think  I would  be  behind. 

If  youccould  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Stay  out  of  the  sun.  I think  teaching. 

What  would  you  like  to  teach? 

Elementary  teaching. 

What  grade? 

First  or  second  not  very  high. 

Why  first  grade  do  you  have  any  particular  reason? 

At  first  grade  you  get  more  attention  and  at  the  higher  grades  the 
teachers  don’t  care  about  you.  1 wouldn^t  like  to  put  some  children 
aside,  to  leave  them  to  talk  to  the  others.  The  wsy  I feel  is  some 
would  feel  bad  if  1 did  that. 

You  mean  in  the  high  school  and  junior  high  school  put  you  outside? 
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Yes,  they  were  talking  to  some  and  left  them  and  went  to  talk  to 
othera  that  is  the  way  I feel.  About  the  students  I think  they 
feel  left  out  and  A*  the  first  grade  the  teachers'  would  put  more 
attention  to  you  ao  I think  it  is  better. 

Did  you  drop  from  the  9th  grade? 

Yes  because  it’s  in  the  9th  grade  where  it  was  hard. 

What  do  you  mean  people  with  high  grades? 

Yes,  and  over  here  those  of  us  that  made  Crs,  they  would  talk  to  you 
what  is  the  use. 

What  kind  of  grades  did  you  make? 

I got  a B in  math  and  Crs  in  the  rest  and  then  having  to  help  my 
mother  and  all  of  that  and  then  I went  back  in  my  grades. 

Do  you  atill  have  to  help  your  mother? 

No,  not  now.  She  is  fine  now  that  is  why  I am  working  to  help  my 
father. 

In  what  waya  are  you  helping  your  father? 

Well,  you  know  he  is  too  old  he  work-,  but  it  is  not  enough.  He  has 
money  problems  and  I am  working  to  help  him  pay  :tonie  loans  he  ovjcs  » 

If  they  had  night  claases  would  you  go? 

Yea  because  I could  work  and  any  way  it  ia  not  that  long.  You  could 
go  two  or  three  houra. 

Do  you  think  ycur  boss  would  give  you  a schedule  where  you  could  work? 
Oh!  I think  so,  I think  I can  ask  him. 

Would  you  prefer  going  to  night  classes  instead  of  regular  claases? 

Yea . 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

A 

Nothing* 

Q 

Is  there  anything  that  the  people  could  have  done  to  make  you  like 
school? 

A 

Well,  no,  I got  into  a fight  with  the  boys  because  they  used  to 
tell  me  a lot  of  things.  And  the  teachers  didn’t  tell  the  boys 
not  to  say  anything  bad  to  me  when  the  boys  told  me  bad  things. 

Q 

Wu at  would  have  to  be  dona  in  the  schools  to  make  you  return  to  school? 
Or  what  would  have  to  change  in  the  schools  that  would  make  you  return 
to  school? 

A 

The  teachers  should  tell  you  not  to  drop.  They  should  have  encouraged 
me  to  stay. 

Q 

Did  your  teachers  give  you  any  attention? 

A 

No. 

Q 

Hov  were  your  classes.  Just  give  me  an  example  of  one  of  the  classes 
you  dislike? 

A 

Well  they  never  taught  you,  they  were  never  there. 

Q 

Did  you  have  any  classes  that  were  interesting? 

A 

Well  some,  but  the  teachers  were  never  there  and  the  boys  used  to  tell 
me  things  I did  not  like, 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  achools  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Well  the  teachers  should  have  told  me  the  importance  of  staying  in 
school . 

Q 

If  this  happened  would  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Yes,  because  I do  regret  having  left  school. 

Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

Well,  because  if  I had  not  dropped  I would  know  a little  bit  more 
because  I forgot  everything  1 knew.  I am  embarrassed  when  someone 
asks  me  a question  and  I cannot  answer. 
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What  could  your  parents  have  dont  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

They  should  have  forced  me  to  go  to  school. 

Didn't  they  tell  you  anything? 

Yes  they  did  but  I didn't  want  to  go. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  school? 

Well,  yes,  to  tell  me  that  school  is  good. 

Did  they  have  to  assure  you  that  school  is  good? 

Well,  no,  but  they  should  give  me  some  encouragement. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

To  tell  me  to  go. 

Would  you  go  back  to  school  if  thi9  happened? 

Yes, 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

The  English. 

Do  you  like  English? 

Yes. 

What  could  you  yourself  had  one  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

I would  want  to  go  back  but  the  teachers  told  me  to  drop  and  they 
started  telling  me  things.  When  I hnd  the  fight  with  the  boy,  the 
teachers  started  telling  me  things. 

If  there  was  a program  where  you  could  go  to  school  not  the  regular 
classes  would  you  go? 

Yes. 

What  can  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

I don't  know  whether  to  go  to  school  up  north  just  like  my  sister 
Vicenta.  I would  like  to  go  to  night  classes  like  the  ones  my 
brother  Ricardo  attened. 
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Is  th^re  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  decide  to 
return  to  school? 

No* 

What  caused  you  to  drop  school? 

The  fight  I told  you  about. 

Why  did  you  fight? 

Well*  I used  to  Just  pass  by  and  he  used  to  tell  me  things  and  all  of 
that  and  the  teachers  would  not  say  anything  to  him. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  you  left  school? 

No,  I am  not  better  offt 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  you  left  school? 

Well  because  I need  school. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

No,  I don't  think  so* 

If  you  had  another  opportunity  would  you  leave  school? 

No. 

Under  what  cir cum stances  should  everyone  drop  from  school? 

After  they  graduate*  . 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn’t  encourage  me. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  told  me  I was  go'ng  to  need  school  that  it  was  very  necessary. 
What  could  be  done  in  the  schools  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

To  have  night  School  or  something  like  that. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  v«nted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

In  anythitg,  don't  know  because  I don’t  know  any  English* 

What  kind  of  work  do  you  like  to  do  the  most? 
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A Nurse  hut  I don't  know.  I get  very  nervous.  You  see  I vas  going  to 

go  but  my  aunt  told  me  that  she  could  not  do  it  and  she  graduated* 
Much  less  could  I do  it  bicaust'  I had  not  graduated. 

Q But  what  counts  is  the  encouragement  you  have  your  dedication  to 

do  anything  you  want  to  because  sometimes  what  ore  person  cannot 
do  others  might  be  able  to  do* 

A Yes  but  I have  forgotten  all  the  English  I knew  because  I could 

read  something  and  I would  not  understand  anything. 

Q But  if  you  go  to  night  classes  you  could  practice  the  English  and 

maybe  your  aunt  didn't  like  nursing  and  if  you  really  like  nursing 
you  could  do  it. 

A Yes  that  is  why  I wanted  to  go  back  to  school  so  I could  practice 

the  English. 

Q Where  are  yoif  working  or  where  have  yovi  worked? 

A In  El  Aguila  Baker,  in  McLellans  and  in  the  Dairy  cream. 

Q Do  your  friends  encourage  you  or  discourage  you  to  go  to  school? 

A Well  it  vas  really  me  who  told  them  to  go  to  night  classes  but  she 

really  didn't  want  to  go. 

Q Would  you  go  if  they  went? 

A Yes  so  l would  not  go  alone. 

Q Who  are  your  frimds? 

A Nina  Ibarra,  Rita,  and  Isabel. 
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Where  have  they  worked? 

Nina  has  never  worked  and  I think  Rita  is  working. 

Do  you  know  their  addressees? 

No,  know  their  address. 

Do  they  come  to  your  house  often? 

Yes. 

To  the  point  that  if  they  would  go  to  classes  you  would  go  and  if 
tbOy*  don’t  you  would  not  go? 
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Well*  no*  but  I wouldn't  want  to  go  to  this  school.  (the  school  she 
dropped  from.) 

Do  you  Just  want  to  have  somebody  you  know? 

Yt*s,  someone  to  encourage  me. 

Do  you  think  night  classes  might  help  you  since  they  have  different 
teachers  and  they  are  not  In  the  same  school? 

Yes*  I think  so. 

You  aald  that  you  had  a brother  who  went  to  night  classes  did  he  get 
his  diploma? 

Yes. 

Have  you  ever  talked  to  him  about  these  classes? 

No,  because  I hardly  see  him. 

What  about  your  brother  Gilbert©  did  he  go  to  night  classes? 

No,  he  dropped  and  went  to  study  to  be  a barber. 

Is  there  any  vay  you  could  talk  to  your  brother  so  he  can  give  you 
some  encouragement? 

Well,  yes,  I would  go  so  I could  learn  more.  I would  go  to  school. 
What  grade  did  your  friends  drop  school? 

Isabel  from  the  8th, and  the  others  from  the  7th. 

You  ask^d  that  If  you  were  married  you  could  go  to  these  classes? 

Yes. 

Are  you  planning  to  get  married? 

No,  1 am  married. 

You  can  a till  go  to  classes  at  night. 

Aurora  dropped  school  because  the  boys  molested  her 
and  call  har  names.  When  she  vent  to  complain  the 
teachers  nor  the  principal  paid  any  attention  or  did 
' anything  .to  help  the  situation. 
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Friends  influenced  her,  friends  are  22,  27,  30 

Friends  don’t  work;  she  doesn’t  work;  they  all  drink.  She  would 
like  very  much  to  attend  school  and  then  train  to  be  a nurse. 

Mother  doesn’t  want  her  to  hang  around  her  friends.  Divorced. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  lvi  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

A 

I guess  they  would  h.W*  to  help  my  mother. 

Q 

In  what  way? 

A 

With  what  we  need,  because  there  were  7 in  the  family  and  were 
going  to  school.  There  were  two  who  were  about  to  finish  school 
but  then  my  mother  had  to  be  operated  and  they  had  to  drop  so  they 
could  take  care  of  my  younger  brothers. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like 
going  to  school? 

A 

Well*  for  example,  they  could  have  asked  me  to  stay  in  school.  My 
toother  told  me  to  stay  but  I just  didn't  want  to  go  to  school  any- 
more because  I was  too  old.  I just  didn't  want  to  go. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  decide  to 
return  to  achool? 

A 

To  encourage  me  to  go  back  I guess. 

0 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happen? 

A 

I think  00. 

; Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

Because  I go  out  to  look  for  work  and  I cannot  find  a good  Job. 

i q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  so  you  could  keep  going  to  school? 

A 

3 

' Q 

Force  me  to  go  to  school. 

Did  they  try  to  force  you  to  go  to  school? 

;w  a 

Yes  they  did  but  I Just  didn't  want  to  go. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  in  particular  why  you  didn't  want  to  go? 

v 

^ A 

■» 

Well*  the  ease  reason  because  I was  too  old  and  I just  didn't  like 
school  anymore. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  your  parents  could  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
attend  class? 

W A 

I think  140 . 
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q tike  what? 

X They  could  have  helped  me  to  make  me  go  back  to  school. 

q In  what  waya  could  they  have  helped  you? 

X I don’t  know  how  to  answer  it. 

q What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  decide  to  return  to 

school? 


Q 
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took,  in  the  first  place  my  mother  stopped  teceiving  her  check.  She 
broke  her  knee  so  I dropped  so  I could  help  ay  brothers  Olga,  Antonio, 
f 2tor,  and  Oscar.  My  mother  had  to  be  taken  every  week  to  the 

hospital.  When  she  got  better  she  told  me  to  go  back  to  school  but 

I told  her  I didn’t  want  to  go  and  that  I was  too  old. 

But  what  do  you  think  would  have  to  happen  at  home  for  you  to  return 

to  school?  * 

If  they  help  me  in  school  so  they  could  pay  all  I need  so  I knew  I 
could  help  ay  mother  then  I would  go. 

Would  you  go  back  if  this  happened? 

Yes. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you’ve  stopped 
attending? 

My  friends  and  the  studies  I never  had,  and  to  fi^i  a good  Job. 

Now  I regret  having  left  school. 

What  couli  y -u  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Well  to  find  a Job  and  help  the  family  and  then  I would  go  back  to 
school  but  If  I could  afford  the  money  to  go. 

Did  you  cry  to  find  a job  during  the  summer  so  you  could  go  to  school? 

Yes  at  the  N.Y.C.  and  the  job  opportunity,  Mr.  Lozano  told  me  about, 
but  they  n*ver  gave  me  any  work. 

What  would  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

To  study  all  I could  to  get  along  with  the  grades. 

In  what  circumstance  should  every  student  drop  school 
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I donJt  think  every  student  should  drop  but  the  ones  that  have  the 
money  to  afford  school  can  go. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  never  encouraged  me. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  never  discourage  me  either  they  always  told  me  to  keep  going. 

What  could  anyone  do  now  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

If  they  help  me  to  go  back  to  school.  You  know  I am  behind  in  the 
grades  and  if  they  would  accept  me. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

To  work  in  an  office. 
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Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

school? 

A I don’t  know,  I could  have  got  another  Job  so  I oould  stay  in  school 

and  help  my  family  so  that  they  wouldn’t  have  to  go  up  north  every 
year* 

Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done? 

A riftlp  the  migrants  more  give  theta  more  attention. 

Q Help  you  in  what  way ? 

A Well,  moat  fif  the  migrants  come  into  the  cchoois  very  late  and  we 

are  always  very  behind.  They  could  have  at  least  some  special 
classes  and  provide  enough  equipment  so  that  we  could  stay  in  school. 
Ana  the  teachers  would  unerstand  our  problems. 

Q What  could  thd  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 

go  to  school? 

A The  kids  could  have  help  us  more  in  the  classes*  The  ones  that  were 

There  since  ember* 

Q In  what  way? 

A Help  us  with  the  problems  we  didn’t  understand  including  the  teachers 

and  give  us  a little  bit  more  help  besides*  The  teachers  could  help 
us  after  school  and  in  their  spare  time. 

Q What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A To  have  more  understanlng  teachers  that  could  give  their  spare  time 

to  the  migrants  of  Laredo* 

Q Would  you  definitely  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

• A Yes • 

Q In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

} A In  not  flndlngra  good  job* 

Q What  couli  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A Itop  going  north  and  making  us  go  to  school  very  late. 

; Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
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Nothing. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Not  keep  on  going  north  each  year. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

Yes. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  new  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Everything. 

What  do  you  mean  everything? 

My  friends,  study,  working  in  school  and  talking  to  the  teachers. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Gj  to  school  every  day  and  not  miss  so  much  school  every  year. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Finding  a job  after  achool  and  going  back  to  school. 

Would  ycj  prefer  to  go  to  school  during  the  day  or  during  the  night? 
During  the  day. 

Ia  thare  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

No. 

What  alngla  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

Marriage  and  that  1 waa  behind  in  ay  grade  level. 

What  grade  did  you  drop  achool? 

11th. 

What  would  result  If  you  would  go  back  to  achool? 

I would  probably  get  my  diploma  and  get  a good  job. 
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A In  no  way  l regret  going  out  of  school. 

Q In  what  vayM  do  you  really  feel  that  you  are  worst  off  since  leafing 

school? 

i\  Not  finding  4 Job,  having  to  make  new  friends  and  not  learning  more 

that  I didn't  learn  when  I was  in  school. 

Q Have  you  had  trouble  finding  a job  all  the  time? 

A Yes  I went  to  the  N.Y.C.  dropouts  and  they  couldn't  give  me  a Job  because 

I was  overage. 

<t  How  old  would  you  have  to  be  to  get  a Job  in  the  N.Y.C. ? 

A 16  to  18. 

Q If  you  had  to  .do  It  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 

tine? 

*» 

A No. 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  everyone  should  drop  school? 

A Most  of  them  have  to  help  the  others  in  the  family  to  go  to  school 

and  that  is  all. 

Q Do  you  think  that  that  is  a good  reason  for  dropping  school? 

A No,  I don't  khlnk  so. 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't  encourage  me  I just  dropped  out  of  school. 

Q Bov  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  told  ne  the  many  ways  a diploma  could  help  me  in  the  future  and 

not  to  get  married. 

Q Whit  could  anyore  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A Give  me  a program  for  high  school  migrants  dropouts  because  a great 

number  of  thaw  are  dropping  every  day. 

Q Hive  you  ever  thought  of  going  back  to  school? 

A Yes  Z have  som times. 

Q If  you  could  work  et  anything  you  war  ted  to  what  would  you  like  to  do? 
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A I have  three  years  experience  in  secretarial  work,  office  work  and 

clerk. 

Q Is  that  what  you  like  to  do? 

A Yes.  I have  worked  two  years  at  the  Nixon's  office  and  one  year  In 

a store. 

Q flav*  you  ever  thought  of  going  to  G.E.D.  night  classes? 

A Tes. 

Q Would  you  care  to  go  to  night  classes? 

A I would  care  but  I am  still  undecided  yet. 

Q What  is  keeping  you  undecided? 

A Well,  my  husbfcnd  is  In  Viet  Nam  and  I have  heard  that  the  courses 

last  6 months  and  that  by  that  ti~ae  my  husband  will  be  coming  back 
and  I will  not  be  able  to  finish  school. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go 

to  classes? 

Nothing. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 


Nothing. 

Did  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

Yea,  I did  but  I djn't  want  to  go  to  school  anymore. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Nothing. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

X don't  regret  it. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  totnmake  you  stay  in  school? 
Nothing. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
Nothing. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Nothing  such. 

What  do  you  mean  by  that? 

Nothing  at  all. 

What  do  you  miss  the  moat  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 

attending? 

The  atudlea. 

What  could  you  ha va  done  to  atay  In  school? 

If  1 wanted  to  go  but  I didn't  want  to  go. 

Why? 
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A Because  I don't  like  school. 

Q Is  there  any  reason  why  youddon't  like  school? 

A I don't  like  to  study  anything. 

Q What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school?  Is  there  anything  you 

could  do  to  return  to  ochcol? 

A Maybe  1 don't  know. 

Q Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school? 


A No. 

Q What  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A Nothing  made  me  drop  school. 

Q Wh£ydl4..you  drop  school? 

A In  the  first  place  I didn't  like  school , and  In  the  second  place  my 

father  had  been  operated  and  try  mother  couldn't  stay  alone  because 
she  wasn't  feeling  good  either.  1 was  the  only  one  that  could  help 
her* 

Q In  what  ways  do  you  feel  that  you  are  really  better  off  since  leaving 

school?  Are  you  better  off? 

A No. 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


In  what  ways  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

Yea  in  everything. 

What  do  you  saanjby  everything? 

I don't  understand  the  question. 

Are  you  better  off  in  any  way  since  leaving  school? 

Well,  when  I dropped  school  I vent  to  work  as  a baby  sitter  but  it 
was  hard  to  gat  a job. 

Have  you  hed  trouble  finding  a job? 
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Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

Yea. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

A 

If  you  don't  like  school  and  don't  want  to  study  anything  these  are 
the  reasons  some  drop  school. 

Q 

Do  yoi  think  that  everybody  should  drop  school? 

A 

No  not  everybody  Just  suae. 

Q 

Who? 

A 

The  ones  that  don't  like  to  study  and  dont  like  school,  and  some  drop 
to  go  towvorh  to  help  their  parents  in  some  ways. 

Q 

Do  you  thick  that  not  liking  school  is  a good  reason  for  dropping 
school? 

A 

Not  really. 

Q 

Do  you  i».ink  that  going  to  work  is  a good  reason? 

A 

In  some  way. 

Q 

In  \ i^t  way? 

A 

Well  some  way  it  is  a good  reason  so  they  could  help  their  parents 
but  I still  think  that  it  la  better  if  they  would  stay  in  school. 

Q 

In  vh&t  ways  dll  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

In  no  way  only  that  I didn't  want  to  go  to  school. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  vou  to  drop  school? 

A 

I : a way. 

Q 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

A 

Selling  something  in  a, store  like  a sales  lady. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

Nothing. 

Did  you  like  school? 

Yes. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  In  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Nothing,  I am  too  old  to  return. 

Are  the  schools  alright  the  way  they  are? 

Yes . 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

My  ftieods. 

Is  that  the  only  way? 

Tea. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

Tall  me  not  to  get  married. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
Nothing. 

What  would  hava  to  happen  in  your  home  life  before  you  would  like 
to  return  to  school? 

I don’t  know. 

Ia  there  anything  that  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would 
Ilka  to  raturn  to  school? 

No. 

What  do  you  miss  the  moat  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Nothing. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 
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A 

Not  falling  in  love. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

Leave  my  husband. 

Q 

Io  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

Clothes. 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

I wanted  to  get  married. 

Q 

In  what  ways  do  you  really  feel  fehat  you  are  better  off  since  leaving 
school? 

.A 

I like  it  herb  I don't  have  to  study. 

Q 

In  what  ways  do  you  feel  that  you  are  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

I don*  t know. 

Q 

Are  you  worst  off  in  any  way? 

A 

No. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  sfhool  again? 

A 

Mo. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  that  everyone  should  drop 
school?  Do  you  think  that  everyone  should  ever  drop  school? 

A 

No. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  didn't  encourage  me.  They  told  me  to  stay. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  told  me  I need  an  education. 

Q 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

. ..ERLC.  ■■ 

If  you  could  work  at  anything,  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to  do? 

Bo  4.  teacher. 
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Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  return 

to  school? 

A I had  to  leave  school  because  I had  to  help  at  home  and  earn  some 

money . 

Father  She  had  to  get  out  of  school  because  we  didn’t  have 

enough  money  and  you  know  that  with  10  kids  and 
having  to  pay  the  rent  and  all  of  the  bills  I needed 
some  help. 

Interviewee  I liked  school  but  I had  to  help  at  home. 

Q What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  could  come 

back? 
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A If  the  schools  would  help  the  families  that  need  help. 

Q Would  you  go  back  to  school  if  thi*  happened? 

A Yes. 

Father  She  never  pass  because  ve  used  to  go  to  the  north 

very  early  in  April  or  May  so  she  never  passed. 

She  was  like  this  for  three  years.  It  was  better 
for  her  to  get  out  and  help  me.  Maybe  if  they 
give  me  s job  of  if  there  was  a program  that  could 
help  me  I would  not  have  to  go  to  the  north  and  they 
can  go  back  to  school. 


$ 
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What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

To  have  everything  settled  to  have  jobs  and  have  enough  of  everything 
for  the  family. 

If  this  happened  would  you  go  back  to  school? 

Yes. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  scopped 
attending? 

My  studies. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  keep  going  to  school? 

1 could  not  find  a job  if  they  give  me  a job  I would  go  to  school. 

870 


436 


F9-35 


2 


Q Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  go  back  to 

school? 

A A job. 

Q What  trade  you  leave  school? 

A I had  to  help  my  father. 

Q What  would  be  the  result  if  you  would  come  back  to  school? 

A It  would  be  better  if  I went  back  to  school  to  finish. 

Q In  what  case  or  circumstance  should  anybody  drop  school? 

A Depends  if  they  had  a good  reason  but  if  they  had  the  opportunity 

to  go  they  should  go,  but  like  us  that  have  a large  family  and  cannot 
attend.  But  if  they  have  their  parents  aide  they  should  continue 
with  school. 

Q In  what  ways  did  your  family  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  did  not  encourage  me  but  I had  to  drop  to  help  my  family. 

Q In  what  way  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A In  no  way. 

Q What  would  have  to  be  done  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

A If  they  give  me  a job  and  I could  also  attend  school. 

Q If  you  had  the  opportunity  to  work  what  would  you  like  to  do? 

A Nurse's  Aide. 

Q Would  you  go  to  night  classes  to  learn  that? 

A Yes. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

To  give  me  a job. 

Is  there  anything  that  they  could  have  done  to  make  you  like  classes? 
To  give  me  a parttime  Job  because  I like  school. 

What  grades  did  you  get? 

A1  s and  Brs. 

Would  you  definitely  go  back  to  school  if  you  get  a job? 

Yes . 

What  do  you  regret  the  most  from  leaving  school? 

You  forget  all  the  things  that  you  learned. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  keep  going  to  classes? 

If  we  had  a Job  because  that  way  we  would  not  have  to  go  up  north. 
When  we  came  back  we  usually  had  to  go  back  because  there  was  no 
work  here. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

If  they  help  me  to  get  a job. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  were  done? 

Yes. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

The  studies.  The  things  they  teach  us  in  school. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  keep  going  to  school? 

To  work. 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  to  return  to  school? 
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.j  Q What  made  you  leave  school? 

] A That  we  were  a large  family  and  my  father  needed  help. 

■ Q What  would  be  the  result  if  you  would  come  back  to  school? 

A Maybe  I would  finish  school. 

J q How  are  you  better  off  nince  you  left  school? 


A t have  learned  to  work* 

Q How  are  you  vrorst  off  since  you  left  school? 


A I ft  that  I can'i  find  a job  when  I look  for  one. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A No,  not  it  we  got  help. 

Q In  what  circumstaaces  should  a student  drop  school? 
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If  they  have  to  h'lj  their  families. 

In  what  way  did  your  family  discourage  you  to  leave  school? 

They  did  not  dircourage  me. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  could  return? 
If  they  would  give  me  work  in  the  afternoon. 

If  you  had  this  done  would  you  return? 

Yes. 

If  you  had  the  opportunity  to  work  what  would  you  like  to  do? 
Nurse's  Aide. 

The  girls  were  getting  good  grades  in  school  but  were 
retained  because  they  migrated  and  never  had  a chance  to  take 
exams  in  order  to  pass.  Father  employed  by  Zachery  but  right 
now  there  is  no  work.  Father  said  that  no  one  wanted  to  help 
them.  He  couldn't  gH  a job  here  in  the  N.Y.C.  wouldn't  employ 
the  girls.  Mr.  Garcia  wouldn't  give  them  any  commodities  because 
he  wa9  employed  by  Zachery.  Salary  $70  weekly. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

They  didn’t  say  anything  they  never  forced  me  to  go  to  school;  they 
never  came  to  tell  me  to  go  to  school* 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

I don’t  know. 

What  do  you  believe  they  could  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go? 

Just  if  I had  stayed,  if  they  had  encouraged  me. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school?  Is  there  anything  that  could  be  done? 

Yes,  but  I can’t  return. 

What  do  you  meat  by  not  being  able  to  return? 

Well,  because  I am  married  you  understand. 

It  there  was  a school  where  you  could  go  at  night  would  you  like  to 
go? 

I would  like  to  go  but  I cannot  go  because  of  the  baby  who  would 
take  care  of  him. 

If  you  had  someone  to  take  care  of  the  baby  would  you  go? 

Yes,  if  my  husband  would  let  me. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

Yes. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I regret  it  because  I don’t  have  the  education  to  get  a good  Job. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

Yes  they  wanted  me  to  go.  They  have  me  the  money  to  go  and  everything. 
They  wanted  me  to  get  an  education  and  they  wanted  all  those  things  for 
me.  I was  the  one  that  didn’t  want  to  go  to  school. 

Is  there  anything  what  you  want  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would 
* like  to  return  to  school? 
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A 

If  I had  the  opportunity,  If  I didn't  have  the  baby  and  if  I was  not 
married,  but  I don't  think  I could  return  now. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

I had  a lot  of  fun  and  everything.  The  study. 

Q 

What  kind  of  grades  did  you  get? 

A 

I don't  remember,  sometimes  good  sometimes  bad. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  could  do  to  return  to  school? 

A 

No,  not  now. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  on  your  part  co  return  to  school? 

A 

Stay  in  school,  and  study  more  to  see  if  I could  get  a better  education 

Q 

Is  there  anything  personal  chat  you  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

:■  a 

No. 

Q 

What  made  you  drop  school? 

i A 

I Just  didn't  want  to  stay  in  school. 

fr  Q 

Why? 

& 

* A 

I Just  didn't  like  it. 

' Q 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 

I would  have  a better  education  so  I could  work. 

5 Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

> A 

Q 

I am  not  better  off. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

f A 

Well,  I don't  know  anything  how  to  work  or  anything  period. 

0 ' 
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If  you  bad  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  Scnool  a second  time? 
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No. 

Under  what  circumstances  shoulJ  every  student  drop  school? 

They  shouldn't  leave  school  because  they  will  be  like  me.  And  now  with 
the  baby  and  everything  if  one  day  they  leave  me  I donrt  know  what 
1 am  going  to  do. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  encourage  me. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  just  wanted  me  to  stay  in  school  they  didn't  want  me  to  drop. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

There  is  nothing  that  could  be  done  not  with  the  baby. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

I don't  know. 

Is  there  anything  that  you  like  to  do? 

Work  where  I could  get  a good  pay. 

But  what  kind  of  profession  would  you  like  to  follow  or  what  type  of 
work  do  you  like  to  do  the  most? 

Work  in  a store  or  something. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

Yes  to  corae  to  my  house  and  tell  me  to  go,  but  they  never  came. 

Is  there  anything  that  the  teachers  or  the  principals  have  done  to 
make  you  like  to  go  to  classes? 

I really  don't  know. 

Did  you  like  school? 

Yes  I did  like  it,  but  I was  very  behind  and  I was  too  old. 

What  grade  were  you  in? 

I was  in  the  6th  grade. 

Did  you  get  good  grades? 

Yes;  in  some  subjects. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

I dropped  because  every  year  we  go  north  and  1 was  always  leaving 
school  early  and  it  was  too  late  to  go  to  school  when  we  came  back 
and  I was  ashamed  to  go. 

Did  you  ever  go  to  migrant  schools? 

I never  went. 

What  year  did  you  drop  school? 

In  1966  or  something  like  that. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I don't  know  enough  English  and  that  I cannot  find  a Job. 

Have  you  tried  to  find  a job? 

Yes;  in  different  places. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

To  encourage  me. 

Did  they  ever  encourage  you? 
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Yes  but  I didn’t  like  to  go  because  I was  too  old. 

Is  there  anything  your  parents  could  have  done  to  make  you  like 
school? 

Yes. 

What  is  it? 

I don't  know  just  to  encourage  me. 

Before  you  said  that  you  didn’t  like  school  but  if  you  were 
encouraged  now  would  you  return  to  school? 

Yes . 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

All  the  subjects  like  for  example  math  now  I need  it  very  much. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school?  Is  there  anything  you 
could  have  done? 

No. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Nothing, 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

No. 

What  made  you  drop  school? 

I was  too  old. 

Wha  this  the  only  reason? 

Yes. 

What  would  result  it  you  would  return  to  school? 

I could  get  a better  Job  and  learn  more. 

How  are  you  better  off  aince  leaving  school? 

I aa  not  better  off. 
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How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

Because  I cannot  rind  a job. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 
time? 

No. 

Under  what  circumstances  should  every  student  drop  school? 

No. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  told  me  to  go  but  I said  no  and  when  my  mother  said  that  anyway 
I wasn't  going  to  learn  so  it  was  alright  to  drop. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  discourage  me. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

I don1 t know. 

If  there  was  a program  at  night  or  something  like  that  would  you  return 
to  schorl? 

Yes. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

There  are  different  things. 

What  do  you  like  to  do  the  most? 

Like  answer  the  phone  or  something. 


Like  a secretary? 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

Nothing;  I wanted  to  get  married  that  is  why  I dropped. 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

Nothing  I lust  didn’t  like  school  very  much. 

Why? 

I don't  know  I just  didn't  like  it. 

Did  you  get  good  grades? 

Yes  I got  good  grades. 

Is  there  anything  in  particular  why  you  didn't  like  school? 

No,  nothing  in  special. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  In  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Nothing . 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I don't  regret  it. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  help  you  stay  in  school? 
Nothing. 

What  could  y^  r parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
Nothing;  I wanted  to  get  married. 

What  would  have  to  happen  in  your  home  life  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Right  now? 


Yes . 
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Well,  unless  I get  a divorce. 
Would  you  return  then? 

Maybe. 
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What  do  you  miss  the  most  C^om  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

My  friends  because  I am  good  in  spelling  and  math  and  everything 
and  I don’t  need  a job. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Nothing  I didu't  want  to  stay. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing,  unless  I need  a job,  unless  my  husband  dies  and  I need 
the  education. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

No, 

Q 

What  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

Nothing  I just  wanted  to  get  married. 

Q 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing, 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

I a#  not  better  off  because  I didn’t  like  school  very  much. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

Well,  I am  not  learning  what  I am  suppose  to  be  learning.  I know 
only  what  I learned  from  the  1st  grade  to  the  8th. 

Q 

What  kind  of  grades  did  you  make? 

A 

Not  good  not  bad. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 
time? 

% 

A 

Yea,  if  I wanted  to  get  married. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  should  everyone  drop  school? 

A 

Not  everyone  unless  they  have  a reason. 

0 ! 
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A Well,  to  get  married, 

Q Is  that  the  only  reason? 

A No  unless  they  have  to  drop  to  get  a job  to  help  their  family, 

0 How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't  encourage  me  they  didn't  want  me  to  get  married, 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  said  my  education,  they  said  my  future,  they  said  that  I 

was  too  young  to  get  married,  but  I wanted  to  get  married.  They 
didn't  try  to  stop  me, 

Q Did  you  want  them  to  stop  you? 

A No,  I didn't  want  to, 

Q What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A Nothing  unless  I really  wanted  to.  No  one  forces  me  they  try, 

ny  in-laws  and  my  parents,  to  get  a housekeeper  for  the  baby, 

Q Would  you  want  to  go  to  night  classes? 

A No,  I want  to  take  care  of  the  baby  because  you  see  my  husband  works 

all  night, 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  vou  like  to 

do? 


A Well  I was  a waitress  and  I like  that  pretty  good. 

Q Jf  you  had  an  education  what  would  you  like  to  do? 


A 


I don't  know  anything  about  typing  or  anything  like  that.  I have 
really  never  thought  about  it  I just  wanted  to  settle  down  and  get 
married,  I didn't  want  to  work  I suppose  that  sounds  weird,  but 
I want  to  stay  home. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

Nothing. 

Is  there  anything  chey  could  have  done? 

Not  a thing. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

Thera  is  nothing  I guess.  They  were  all  very  nice.  Do  you  mean 
the  teachers? 

Yes.  The  teachers  or  the  prircipals  or  anybody  what  could  they  have 
done? 

They  were  all  very  nice  in  general  except  they  don't  try  to  put  a 
person  to  study  the  way  they  should.  If  you  don't  study  they  wouldn't 
put  any  attention  to  you  and  well  If  the  teachers  don't  care  the 
student  is  not  going  to  care  either.  Most  teachers  if  you  don't 
study  they  wouldn't  force  you  to  study.  I guess  that  was  one  of 
my  problems  because  I didn't  want  to  study  and  if  the  teacher  didn't 
care  why  should  I. 

Did  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

Yeah,  it  was  a lot  of  fun. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

To  have  better  teachers  I guess.  I liked  the  teachers  I had  but  I 
wasn't  interested  in  school  anyway.  I was  interested  in  working  and 
I had  my  Job  already  so  I didn't  care  about  school. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

Yes  I am  going  to  try  to  go  to  school* 

To  night  classes? 

Yes  night  classes.  I want  to  finish  high  school  and  probably  go  to 
college  and  take  medical  courses.  I want  to  be  a doctor  some  day. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I Jon't  regret  it  right  now.  I have  been  working  pretty  good  and 
the  wages  are  not  too  bad,  but  I miss  my  friends  and  all  the  places 
we  used  to  go  together  and  my  teachers  probably. 
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Probably? 

Yes,  probably  because  I am  not  sure.  % 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

Stop  me  from  working. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
Nothing. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  return  to  school? 

Nothing  I guess  I just  decided  myself  when  I am  going  to  go  to  school. 
I will  probably  go  back  to  school  next  year. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Just  attending  school.  Having  regular  classes. 

Wliat  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

I don't  know. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Have  more  money.  Nowadays  you  need  an  education  or  else  you  won't 
get  any  place.  Since  1 have  dropped  school  I have  learned  that  more 
people  that  have  a profession  get  somewhere  in  life  and  I always 
wanted  to  be  a doctor.  I know  how  long  it  will  take  me.  If  I 
ever  go  back  to  school  I will  do  what  I have  always  wanted  to  do. 

I 8 there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 


No. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I thought  school  wasn’t  any  good  for  me.  I didn’t  like  it  any  way. 

Is  there  anything  in  particular  you  disliked  about  school? 

They  didn’t  take  any  interest  in  a person,  if  they  didn’t  care  I 
didn’t  feel  that  I should.  In  my  opinion  I feel  that  the  students 
should  be  told  once  in  a while  that  they  should  study. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  would  result  if  you  would  return 
to  school? 
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To  make  up  my  mind  to  go  back  to  high  school  and  then  go  to  college 
6 or  7 vears  to  be  a doctor  or  a pharmacist  or  something  like  that. 

In  what  ways  do  you  feel  that  you  are  really  better  off  since  leaving 
school? 

I don’t  feel  I am  better  off.  I don't  like  it  being  out  of  school. 

In  what  ways  do  you  feel  that  you  are  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

Well*  I don't  get  as  much  money  as  the  ones  that  have  been  graduated. 

I know  a lot  of  girls  that  get  more  money  but  they  work  more.  I don't 
work  too  much  here  and  I get  good  wages. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 
time? 

No. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  everyone  should  drop  school? 

I don't  think  that  anyone  should  drop  school. 

Under  any  circumstances? 

Yes  under  any  circumstances. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn' t . 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

In  no  w^y. 

What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

If  they  don't  throw  me  out  of  night  classes,  I will  be  pretty  good 
off. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

A doctor. 


Are  you  a receptionist  here? 

No*  I am  a clerk  and  a manager  I run  this  place.  I dropped  because 
I had  a better  Job  and  because  I didn't  like  school  anymore. 
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Were  you  working  here  when  you  were  still  in  school? 

Yes,  I was  working  parttime  I was  learning  the  Job  of  managing  you 
know  and  I wanted  to  take  typing  but  they  didn't  give  it  to  me  so 
I learned  typing  by  myself. 

Mas  this  in  school? 

No,  they  had  too  many  pupils  so  I learn  typing  myself.  You  learn 
so  many  things  you  don't  learn  in  school,  just  by  experience  Just 
learn  from  here  and  there  those  things  you  don't  learn  in  school. 

And  ever  since  I was  in  school  I wanted  to  be  a doctor  and  I am  going 
to  be  a doctor  some  day. 

Do  you  like  school  as  it  is? 

Yes,  I like  it  as  it  is  but  the  teachers  I think  that  was  my  main 
problem.  I think  that  the  teachers  didn't  encourage  me  they  didn't 
say  anything  when  I dropped  and  they  should  have.  And  at  home  they 
didn't  say  anything.  I do  whatever  I want  to  and  I work  for  a living 
so  they  can't  say  anything. 

If  you  had  a choice  to  change  the  subjects  what  kind  of  courses  would 
you  take? 

Well,  I like  history,  I don't  like  math  well,  is  ok.  1 didn't  like 
P.E.  but  I enjoy  it  anyway.  I don't  like  Spanish  I would  throw  that 
one  out  the  window. or  tell  people  that  like  it  to  encourage  you  to 
take  it.  If  you  can  take  it  if  you  don't  you  don't  have  to  take  it. 

Are  you  from  Laredo? 

I am  originally  from  Laredo  but  I was  raised  in  Chicago.  I think  that 
schools  in  Chicago  are  much  better  than  the  schools  from  Laredo.  I 
have  gone  to  schools  here  in  Laredo  and  over  there  in  Chicago,  but 
I think  that  down  there  they  wouldn't  force  you  out.  I like  schools 
better  in  Laredo  but  they  are  behind.  In  Laredo  they  will  promote 
you  even  if  you  don't  know  anything  just  because  of  your  age  and  that 
I think  is  bad. 

The  night  classes  are  from  7 to  10,  could  you  attend? 

Do  you  know  if  they  have  classes  all  day? 

No,  the  G.E.D.  is  at  night. 

Well  because  I am  going  to  stop  working  this  month  and  I would  want 
to  go  to  school  all  day. 
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Q No  classes  will  start  from  7 to  10  and  the  only  courses  offered  are 

math,  English,  and  history. 

A I 8 that  all,  how  do  you  graduate  then? 

Q You  will  take  an  exam  and  if  you  pa^s  it  they  will  place  you  accordingly. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

Everything  was  jU3t  find  I don't  have  anything  against  anybody. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

No,  I liked  school  I didn't  need  anybody  to  holp  me  to  go  to  school. 

Could  anybody  do  anything  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

No,  I like  school  and  if  I wanted  to,  X could  have  gone  to  school. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  ycu  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

I don't  think  anything. 

Do  you  like  school? 

/ 

Yea . 

Would  you  like  to  return  to  school? 

Yes,  of  course. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

You  cannot  find  a Job  without  a diploma  and  it  is  ion  to  he  in  school. 
Have  you  tried  to  find  a job? 

Well,  no,  not  really,  because  T have  Juet  returned  from  up  north. 

What  do  you  mean  by  fun? 

Weli  being  with  other  people  an 1 learning  new  things. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

Thay  tried  their  best  to  ke*p  we  iu  school  but  my  reason  for  dropping 
was  .thkt  oy  mother  was  ill*  I Just  couldn't  go  back  to  school. 

Slava  you  ever  tried  to  go  back? 

Mo,  ; - 

Why? 
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Because  ay  mother  was  sick  And  I drop  to  help  with  the  kids.  I 
thought  ji&ybe  I could  get  a job  to  help  my  father. 

Did  you  ever  try  to  get  a job  while  you  were  in  school? 

Yes  I applied  in  the  N.Y.C.  but  they  never  called  me.  I tried  to 
find  a Job  after  school , but  I just  couldn’t. 

Is  that  the  only  reason  you  didn't  go  back  to  school? 

Yes  because  my  father  is  the  only  one  that  vorl'9  and  all  of  the 
kids  are  going  to  school,  so  it  is  hard  for  him. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
Nothing. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  >ou  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

If  my  mother  would  get  better  and  if  I could  get  a Job  cfter  school. 

Would  you  return  ro  school  if  this  happen? 

Yes. 

Old  you  get  good  grades? 

Yea  except  in  world  history  because  I never  like  anything  about  history. 
What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped  attending? 
Biology  because  1 really  liked  biology. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  achocl? 

If  you  had  found  a job. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

1 really  don't  know  because  1 will  te  placed  in  the  same  grade  and  I 
think  that  I hive  been  in  school  too  long* 

What  go  you  aean  in  sane  grade? 

Well,  1 a*  going  to  be  a sophomore* 

flow  long  were  you  in  school? 

From  September  to  February* 
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Is  there  anything  ycu  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Find  a job  and  have  enough  clothing  to  go  to  school. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

My  mother's  illness  and  my.  father  not  being  able  to  support  all 
of  us. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  would  rest  It  if  you  would  result 
if  you  would  return  to  school? 

I would  get  a better  education  and  better  job. 

In  what  ways  do  you  feel  that  you  are  really  better  off  since  leaving 
school? 

Not  really  because  I have  not  found  a job. 

In  what  ways  do  you  feel  that  you  are  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

In  everything  because  I didn't  get  anything  from  dropping  out.  I 
couldn't  find  a job  and  here  I am  without  an  education  and  without 
a Job. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

No#  I don't  think  so. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

I don't  think  anyone  should  drop  school  because  dropping  school  is 
the  worst  thing  they  could  do. 

Kow  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  bchool? 

They  never  told  me  tc  drop  school.  They  wanted  me  to  think  it  over 
because  I need  only  two  more  years  to  giaduete. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  senool? 

They  told  me  1 wasn't  going  to  find  a job  without  a diploma. 

What  could  anyone  do  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

Nothing  I don't  think  so. 

Would  you  like  to  go  to  night  classes? 

If  I hed  the  opportunity  I would. 

*“  890 
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If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

A I don*t  know. 

q if  you  could  do  whatever  you  like  to  do  what  would  you  like  to  do? 

A Well  ever  since  I was  in  school  I wanted  to  be  a nurse. 
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What  cculd  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

1 couldn't  hear  and  the  teacher  wouldn't  put  any  attention  to  me. 
Could  they  have  done  anything  to  help  you? 

They  didn't  say  anything. 

Did  you  tell  them  that  you  couldn't  hear? 

Yes  but  they  didn't;  say  anything. 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

I don't  want  to  go  back. 

Why? 

Because  I am  embarrassed.  I am  too  old.  X was  16  and  1 was  still 
in  the  3rd  grade* 

If  there  were  special  classes  would  you  go? 

No. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  In  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

I don*  t know. 

Did  you  like  uchool  the  way  they  ave? 

I liked  them  and  everything  but  they  never  put  any  attention  to 
me . 

Hen  would  you  Ilka  this  to  be  changed? 

If  they  would  give  me  more  attention* 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  thia  happened? 

No,  I lon't  vent  to  return* 

What  could  your  parents  have  dona  to  make  you  stay  In  school? 

T don't  know* 

Is  there  anything  that  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would 
like  to  return  to  echcol* 
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A I think  so. 

Q Do  you  koov  what? 

A No. 

q What  do  you  miss  the  moat  about  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 

attending? 

A Math. 

q la  that  all?  - f.  ■ — 

A 1 always  liked  math. 

Q What  made  you  dislike  school? 

A The  teachers  didn't  give  me  any  attention. 

Q What  kind  of  grades  did  you  make? 

A B's  and  C's. 

Q What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  In  school? 

A Well  because  the  teachers  didn't  give  ate  any  attention  that  is  why 

I dropped. 

aq  Did  you  talk  to  the  teachers? 

A Yes  but  they  wouldn't  give  me  auy  attention. 

Q Is  there  anything  elre  you  could  have  done? 

A No. 

q What  school  were  you  in? 

A Dalches. 

Q What  grade  were  you  In? 

A 3rd  grade. 

Q Wh*t  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  echool? 

A Read  my  books. 

Q . Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  achoolt 
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A hearing  aid. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

Nothing  it  was  Just  that  the  teachers  didn't  give  me  any  attention 
and  because  l couldn't  hear  right* 

What  would  result  If  you  would  return  to  school? 

i think  I would  be  better  because  I wouldn't  have  the  same  teachers 
I had  because  1 think  that  they  are  all  gone. 

In  what  ways  do  you  feel  that  you  are  better  off  since  leaving 
school?  la  there  anything  in  which  you  are  better  off? 

Yes. 

In  what  ways? 

I can  hear  better  at  home. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

No. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  that  everyone  should  drop 
school? 

No  they  shouldn't  drop  school. 

Under  any  circumstances? 

Yes. 

What  would  be  good  reasons  for  them  to  drop  school? 

Wien  they  are  going  to  get  married. 

Do  you  think  that  tha^  is  a good  reason  for  dropping  out  of  school? 

No. 

Ho*  v* i l your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

Thi  n't  ancoutage  me. 

y%  v 

Tow  i j , <>ur  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  discourage  me  either. 

® What  c ild  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 
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A Nothing. 

Q If  you  could  work  at. anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  tc 

do? 

A To  work  in  a store. 

Q As  a sales  lady? 

A Yes. 
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What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

classes?  A 

Si 

Nothing. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
£0  to  classes?  Is  there  anything  they  could  have  done? 

No. 

Did  you  like  to  >»o  to  school?  * , 

Not  very  much. 

Could  they  have  done  something  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  classes? 


i 


Yes . 

Like  what? 

Well,  1 didn't  like  the  way  they  treat  you. 

What  do  you  mean  they  treated  you? 

Weil  the  teachers  sometimes  they  tell  you  things  you  don’t  like  or 
something* 

What  did  they  tell  you? 

Well,  they  would  yell  at  me  when  I was  Just  sitting  down. 

Was  this  the  case  with  every  teacher  you  had? 

No  j us t one  I guess. 

Would  you  like  to  return  to  school? 

1 don't  think  so. 

Is  there  anything  that  could  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would 
) Ike  to  return  to  school? 

i don' t think  so* 

Would  you  return  to  school  the  way  they  are? 

1 don't  know. 

Why? 

1 just  don't  knov.  ' ~ 5 ' - 
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Do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Yes. 

In  what  ways? 

I don’t  know  how  to  tell  you. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  In  school? 

Nothing. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

Is  there  anything  they  could  have  done? 

I don't  think  so. 

Could  they  have  done  anything  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  classes? 

Yes.  , \~r  '■ 

Like  what? 

Telling  me  that  school  was  good  for  me,  that  is  what  they  were  always 
telling  me  and  that  is  what  they  still  say. 

Is  there  anything  that  would  have  to  happen  before  you  would  like 
to  return  to  school? 

1 don't  think  so. 

Would  you  returti  to  school? 

1 don't  know  It  depends.  I would  have  to  talk  to  my  parents  and  if 
they  say  it  is  oi  for  me  to  go  back  I would. 

Hew  come? 

Well  if  I would  like  to  go,  1 would  like  to  talk  to  them. 

What  do  you  miss  the  moat  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

We  had  Spanish  lessons  and  they  wete  teaching  ua  how  to  read  in  Spanish 
because  L didn't  know  hcv  *.o  read  in  Spanish  and  that  is  what  X miss 
the  moat  from  school* 

What  could  you  have  done  to  atay  in  school? 

L would  have  to  keap  on  going. 

Did  you  like  school? 
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A little  bit  not:  very  much. 

What  kind  of  grades  did  you  ruak^? 

Straight  A*s . 

Winvt  could  ycu  do  new  to  return  to  school?  Is  there  anything  you 
could  do  now  to  teturn  to  school? 

I don't  think  so. 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

I don't  think  1 need  anything. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

Nothing. 

Why  did  you  drop  school? 

Ky  mother  was  sick  and  all  my  brothers  e^e  married  and  oo  I had  t:» 
drop  so  I could  take  care  ot  her. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

1 would  try  to  study  for  something  else. 

Jn  what  ways  do  you  feel  that  you  arc  better  off  since  leaving  school? 
Are  you  better  off  in  any  way? 

Yet. 

Are  you  better  off  in  everything? 

Yes. 

In  vhat  ways  era  /ou  better  off? 

I cannot  tell  you. 

liow  are  you  wor*c  off  since  leaving  school? 
lu  no  way. 

If  you  had  to  do  It  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

I think  1 would.  * t 
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I was  too  old.  * 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  s.udent  should  drop 
school?  \ 

Under  no  circumstances. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

J f , 

In  no  way.  . 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

/ : ’ 4 •.  v. 

They  never  told  me  anything.  . ' 

Wl^t  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 
l don't  know. 

Have  you  ever  considered  going  co  night  classes? 

Well  it  depends  on  nv  father  you  know  what  1 mean. 

No,  1 don't  know.  i . 

Well  if  siy  father  says  1 could  go  1 would  go. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

■ dc?  . 7 • ' •: 

Work  in  a store  an  a aalea  lady. 
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What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
class es? 

I don't  know  I dropped  because  we  went  up  north  and  I was  promoted 
to  the  Bth  grade  and  they  told  me  thot  you  had  to  stay  till  the 
year  ended  or  else  you  would  noc  be  promoted.  Since  ve  always  go 
out  of  school  before  it  ends  and  come  back  very  late  I decided  it  was 
better  «.o  drop. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go 
to  school? 

I liked  school  and  I knew  that  if  I was  always  being  taken  out  of 
school  early  and  coming  back  late  I wasn't  going  to  study  right. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  In  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

I couldn't  go  now  because  I am  too  old. 

Is  there  anything  that  would  l\nv*  to  happen  in  the  schools?  Anything 
yea  would  like  changed? 

If  there  was  a school  with  kids  my  age  where  i wouldn't  have  to  be 
with  younger  kids. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

Tea,  I would  like  to  go. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Well  because  I cannot  get  a good  job. 

Have  you  tried  to  got  a job? 

^as  I have  made  an  application  at  the  Del  Rio  Sto'Q  that  la  about  to 
open  and  they  said  they  would  tall  us  but  they  haven't. 

What  could  your  parents  have  dons  to  ncke  you  stey  in  achool? 

.f  thay  didn't  had  to  go  up  north. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

They  told  me  to  stay  in  school  end  1 didn't  want  to  go  if  they  had 
to  'go  north.  '\’v*  s ;•  ?•  ; /-  . • ■ 

What  would  have  to  heppta  et  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
echoolt  //  . r v/ > - ; . ■ - . - ; ... 

I would  esk  my  perente  if  they  would  give  me  permission  to  go  beck. 


Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

• . r 

Yes  1?  they  give  me  their  permission. 

Do  you  think  they  would  give  you  their  permission? 

1 think  they  would  because  my  father  wants  me  to  finish  school  so 
that  I could  get  a better  lob. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  case  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

I would  have  liked  to  study  to  bo  a ruvse  Sut  you  have  to  finish 
school  to  be  able  to  be  r nurse  sod  that  is  why  I miss  school. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  ota/  in  school? 

Not  go  up  north  with  my  family  but  they  couldn't  leave  me  here. 
What  could  you  dc  now  to  return  to  school? 

1 don't  know. 

Is  there  anything  that  sou  could  do  r.ow  to  return  to  school? 

; * • t * 

Net  now  only  if  they  had  s school. with  people  my  age* 

Is  there  anything  personal  that  you  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

No  not  right  now. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

# ' f - - - • * - . 


My  family  going  up  north. 

In  what  ways  do  you  feel  that  you  are  Letter  off  since  leaving  school? 
In  nothing.  • 


in  wh«t  vaya  do  you  feel  that  ybu  are  worst  off  sincu  leaving  school? 
X need  schcol  and  the  study  to  gat  a better  job  that  la  what  1 need. 
I*  It  hard  for  you  to  find  a Job} 

« ' ■ r. 

1 think  it  la  you  havo  to  flnloh  school  to  fat  a jood  job. 

* ■■  ; - ^ ..  J ' • J.  .f  ‘ '■ 


it  yon  fcW  to  do  it  *lt  owar  again  would  you  drop  arhool  again? 
No,  I would  lJca  to  flnlah  aehool  ao  I could  gat  a latter  Job. 
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Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  everyone  should  drop  school? 

A Sometimes  because  the  father  doesn’t  have  enough  money,  sometimes 

because  they  couldn't  go  to  school  because  they  have  to  work  so  that 
the  others  could  go  to  t 'iool. 

Q Do  you  think  that  going  to  work  is  a good  reason? 

A • l don’t  think  so. 

Q How  did  your  parems  encourage  you  co  drop  school? 

A I cold  then,  that  I was  going  to  drop  because  I couldn’t  go  to  school 

and  go  north  and  the:  said  it  was  alright  but  not  to  complain  to  them 
later  on. 

0 How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  t,i  drop  school? 

A They  didn’t  force  me  to  go  to  school. 

q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A If  there  was  a school  with  p ople  my  age  so  l could  go. 

Q Would  you  return  to  school  to  day  or  night  classes? 

A I think  it  Is  better  during  the  day. 

q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A ' would  like  to  study  to  be  a nurse  I have  always  liked  that. 


What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

Nothing  I dropped  out  because  the  doctor  took  me  out.  School  was 
alright  and  1 was  doing  alright,  but  1 got  sick. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

Nothing. 

Did  you  like  school? 

Ye*. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Z am  j<m  to  big  to  go  beck  to  school.  I don't  *ee  any  sense  in  going 
back  to  school. 

Do  you  like  them  the  way  they  aret 

Yea  thay  were  alright,  I don't  aaa  anything  wrong  with  schools. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I don't  regret  it,  bit  it  would  have  bran  batter  if  I would  hava  stayed 
In  achcol.  The  problem  was  that  I was  sick  and  the  doctor  took  me  out 
and  I want  back  to  school  but  It  wasn't  the  same. 

What  could  your  parents  have  davr  to  maku  you  stay  in  school? 

Nothing. 

Whet  could  your  paranta  have  done  to  rake  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

Thay  told  me  to  go  back. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  yui  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

Nothing* 

What  do  you  *!•*  tha  moat  from  school  now  that  you  hava  stopped 
attending! 

t don't  mine  anything. 

• -w  ; \ • 
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A In  what  way? 

Q In  any  way  what  would  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A I would  like  to  go  back  but  not  during  the  year  when  all  of  the 

kids  go, 

Q Would  you  prefer  to  go  to  night  classes? 

A If  I could  1 would. 

Q What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A I would  like  to  go  to  night  classes. 

Q Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 

return  co  school* 

A No. 

Q What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A I vaa  sick. 


G What  single  thing  or  circumstance  would  result  If  you  would  return 

to  school? 

A I don't  plan  to  return. 

Q if  you  would  return  what  would  result? 

A 1 don't  know  if  they  have  the  seat  system. 


< l 
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In  vhat  ways  do  you  feel  that  you  ere  really  better  off  elnce  leaving 
school? 

You  are  not  better  off,  I moan  If  you  ere  In  school  you  should  stay. 

You  have  e lot  of  benefits  by  staying  in  school  beer tse  nowadays  every 
place  you  go  you  needi  to  be  a graduate. 

In  what  ways  are  you  worst  ol’H 

I e m not  worst  off. 

It  you  had  to  do  it  ell  over  egeln  would  you  drop  school  e second  tlae? 
. So.  \ ‘ 

' 1 . ' tr'  „ 

Outer  rtMt  cLrctMtaac..  do  you  fMl  that  ntrjr  m*d*nt  .hould  drop 
Kbo.ll  . 

1 ten1,  think  mtifvsA  *hould  dre?,  uad.r  any  circuMtAnc,.. 

' v-  ’ ,-V-  ••••-'  4fo  ' 
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How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  encourage  me  they  wanted  tie  to  stay  In  school* 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't. 

What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

Nothing. 

Cvon  If  you  had  the  opportunity  co  go  to  wight  classes? 

Well  the  problea  la  that  I work  here  and  aoaetlaria  I get  out  et  9:30 
and  aoaetlaes  at  10  p.n,  so  1 don't  know.  What  tiao  are  the  classes? 

Froa  7 p.a.  to  10  p.a. 

If  you  could  work  st  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Sln^e  I have  never  work  with  anyone  I don't  think  I could  do  It. 

Khnt  kind  or  Job  you  would  like  to  do  the  aoat  if  you  were  &lven  the 
choice? 

Weil,  like  e secretary  or  som thing  Ilka  that. 

You  know  2 wouldn't  feel  right  it  I vent  back  to  school  I'd  faal  out 
of  placs  all  tha  kids  vert  going  to  graduata  except  its.  I couldn't 
catch  up.  So  I didn't  go  back.  And  now,  If  I do  want  to  go  back, 

I'd  feel  worse  for  ell  the  kids  are  Mill  in  school  now. 


705 


*71 


P12-46;  204  1-12-67;  11;  3- 


Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

classes? 

A There  were  oca  e subjects  I just  couldn’t  do  good  in, 

q What  could  b*  done  about  the  subjects  to  help  you? 

A Well,  I think  that  some  teachers  just  don't  teach  right.  Maybe  If 

they  would  change  tho  teacher  I could  do  better. 

Q What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 

i go  to  school? 

A If  the  ttKhwi  weren't  so  particular  ebout  the  work  because  we  era 

always  changing  papers  sod  wore  papers.  V.  do  It  the  best  we  can  but 
they  ere  not  satisfied , 

Q What  would  hava  to  ba  done  In  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A I like  tb*  things. they  tesch. 

Q Whet  would  have  to  be  changed  In  any  way  to  naka  you  raturn  to  school? 

A No  they  are  ok  the  way  they  are. 

0 Would  you  return  to  school  the  way  they  are? 

A Yes. 

Q - Would  you  go  to  day  or  night  classes? 

A Day  else*. is. 

Q Have  you  thought  about  going  back  to  school? 

A Well,  not.  right  now  because  ary  no  that  Is  alone  and  ahe  cannot  sea 

vary  wall  eo  I have  to  atey  at  hone  to  help  bar. 

Q Bow  do  you  regret  hawing  laft  school? 

A Wall  because  of  the  class as  but  1 couldn't  do  good  In  ooe  of  than. 

It  wna  Aaerlosn  Us  tor/  with  Mrs.  Andrews  sod  1 just  couldn't  do  good 
In  hoc  class.  A 

Q Do  you  regret  barring  laft  echoolt 

A 7ee. 


ERJC 


Bow  4a  you  regret  hawing  laft  school? 


% 


F12-46 


2 


Q 
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A 

Q 

A 

<r 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

* ; 
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How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Well  they  tell  me  to  stay  buc  1 said  that  I didn't  want  to  30  because 
I am  too  old« 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  In  school? 

They  couldn't  have  done  anything. 

Why? 

Because  I wanted  to  drop  and  1 went  to  drop* 

Without  them  knowing? 

Yes  they  knew  but  they  couldn't  do  anything* 

Whst  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  classes? 

Hy  mother  wanted  ma  to  utay  in  school  but  I just  couldn't  make  it 
in  thosa  classas. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  Ilka  to  return  to 
ochool? 

Well  because  you  •*«  ay  aother  la  alone  and  I hava  to  atay  Kara  to 
halp  har. 

If  you  had  aoMona  to  taka  cara  of  your  aother  would  you  return  to 
school! 

Tea. 


What  do  you  wiae  the  Boat  froa  school  now  that  you  hava  atoppad 
at tending! 

N * 

Everything  ay  friends,  the  teachers,  and  the  classes. 

What  could  you  have  dona  to  atay  in  school t 


I would  go  without  being  ahaoat  frou  claaooa. 

Is  there  anything  you  could  havi  dona  to  atay  In  school! 

Toe.  ' v . 

What  would  you  hava  doaaf 

They  could  hava  changed  na  to  another  teacher  or  another  claaa  hut 
they  nauat  wanted  to  oh  an*  na. 


r ' 
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Q Did  you  :alk  to  the  teachers? 

A Yes. 

Q What  did  they  aay? 

A If  I vented  to  change  classes  and  1 said  yes.  1 was  taking  typing 

with  Mrs.  Haynes  and  1 could  talk  to  her  because  she  was  always 
busy  that  is  why  1 could  never  talk  to  her. 

Q Did  you  talk  to  the  other  teachers? 

A 1 talked  to  the  counselor  and  they  told  ae  1 couldn't  change.  1 

talked  to  Miss  Cabrera. 

Q What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school?  Is  there  anything  you 

could  have  done? 

i • * - * 

A Well  1 liked  English  and  Math. 

Q What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 1 could  go.  ' 


Q I*  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school? 

A No. 


Q What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 


Mother  Well  because  I am  sick  and  I couldn't  see  ?ery  well. 

She  had  to  ■"ay  to  balp  ma.  Dee  Idas*  aha  doaen't 
work  and  1 don't  work  ao  1 couldn't  glva  he**  what 
•ha  needed.  I couldn't  pay  what  ehe  needed.  She 
doesn't  have  the  ability  to  learn. 

Q In  what  ways  do  you  feel  that  you  are  better  off  since  leaving  echoolt 

A In  English. 

0 Aro  you  better  off  in  English? 


A Yee,  1 do  not  have  to  talk. 

- - . * - ■ • ■ * 

Q ’ v ' la  what  vajra  ara  70a  worst  oft  >loc«  laaviaf  school! 

'•••  . :• ' i,  • • •'  > . • ' '• 

A " History  aad  aath. 


O 
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la  what  way.  ara  yow  worat  off  haalAaa  tha  aubjactat 


. ! 


t 


Wall  hocawaa  1 eowlte't  flat  a Job. 
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Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  a second 

tine? 

A I would  try  but  if  I couldn't  do  it  1 wot' Id  drop. 

Q Would  you  drop  school  again  if  you  were  back  in  school? 

A No. 

Q Under  what  clrcucstence*  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 

school?  ; ! , 

A No,  I don't  know.  It  is  that  1 don't  like  school. 

Q Is  that  a good  reason  for  dropping  school? 

A No. 

Q Is  having  to  work  rv  good  reason  for  dropping  school? 


No. 


Q 

A 

Q 


y 
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How  did  your  parent,  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  encourage  m. 

Bow  did  your  parent,  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  .ay  anything  I derided  eyeelf. 

What  could  ba  dona  now  to  halp  you  return  to  school? 

Nothing. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  vantad  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Work  la  a gorcery  atom. 

The  wether  enld  that  tha  reason  for  her  not  being  able  to  learn 
waa  that  aha  la  a twin  and  her  bruin  wasn't  capable  of  functioning 
accordingly,  the  waa  a pra*natura  baby  and  for  thle  reason  aha 
waan't  cap ail a of  learning  a*  wall  as  others. 


; 703 
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<5  What  could  the  poop lfe  In  the  school*  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

dassasf 

A Do  1 have  to  answer  Chat! 

Q Could  they  have  dons  anything? 

A ' 1 think  so.  ? 

Q Vhpt? 

A Hell,  a lot  of  people  said  that  it  was  better  to  take  ay  books  and 

taka  then  to  the  of lies  because  I couldn't  learn  anything. 

Q . Vfcy? 

A Because  I couldn't  learn  anything. 

Q What  could  they  haws  don*  to  help  you  understand? 

A 1 don't  know. 


What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  wake  you  Ilka  to 

go  to  claasas? 

I don't  know  either. 

Did  you  Ilka  to  go  to  classes  ? 

1 did  in  a way  and  I didn't  in  other  ways. 

Bow  did  you  like  it  or  haw  didn't  you  like  it? 

1 don't  know. 

What  would  have  to  be  don*  in  the  schools  bsfore  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

If  they  didn't  tiava  physical  education. 


;•  & Q 

\>  ; : ■' 

* - ■ 

•</  A 

■ - '»>.*•  ■ 

, Q 

; • - 
w.'-sgB  * 


tern  would  you  change  the  schools? 

If  they  didn't  hava  any  schools  1 guess. 

Would  you  return  an  school  anyway t 

■a*  It  la  tea  lata  1 have  haaa  two  year*  out  of  school. 

• r --  ■ .*.*'■  ~ ■ 

' 'l  *■.  :*  * * *■-  ' ‘ ‘ -V  * ' *■**•  -*  'r  ‘ * 

you  naat  to  go  hack  to  school? 
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I don' t want  to  because  now  there  m a lot  of  opportuoltlae  to 
work  end  everything.  I don't  think  I would  return. 

Did  you  find  e Job  right  away? 

Mot  here  but  I went  to  Chicago  to  work  and  I found,  one  right  away. 
Bow  do  you  regret  hawing  left  school? 

I don't  know.  r*'«  \ 

Do  you  regret  having  left,  school? 

. ■ - ‘ a < 

Tie.  . 

Why?  •••• 

Because  X aw  not  learning  anything. 

What  could  your  parents  ha we  done  to  sake  you  stay  In  echool? 

We  had  to  work  bee  'wee  we  didn't  have  enough  aoney  because  you  see 
ay  step  father  wouid  give  nooey  to  hie  hide  end  also  giwaa  ue  too, 
but  we  L*we  to  help  bln  pey  the  bills.  We  needed  nooey  for  bus 
tickets  and  other  things  we  needed  la  school.  I don't  know  what 
they,  could' we  done.  : rt -X.:;  _ ■ 

What  would  haws  touhappen  at  hone  before  you  would  Ilka  to  return 
to  echool? 


To  have 


to  bring  nooey'  Into  the  houea . 


Would  you  return  t<>  school  If  this  happened? 

...  » ' , M 

- ■ • *'■■■'.  ' ■ 

1 think  eo.  * 

* .*  V*  -»v  • » . .H  < y >f 

’ " - ’ ' - % * ' * * 

What  do  you  ales  the  aoet  froa  school  new  that  you  haws  stopped 
ettaMteg?  • , 

Bothieg. hi'- ; : ">  . 

' V v.-  ■'"•r  - '■  ■ • 

Could  you  have  done  anything  to  etey  In  echool?. 


1 don't  think  eo* 
Whet  could  you  do 


' . : ' . ;;  ..  , 

to  return  to  echool? 
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Is  there  Anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school?  , 

A '■  No.  '•••  ....  , : 

Q Whet  made  you  drop  school? 

A I didn’t  like  it. 

Q Why? 

* \ I didn't  study.  I didn't  like  It  because  I thought  I was  wuotlng 

ffy  tlaa  and  ny  Money  because  I couldn't  learn  anything. 

q Did  you  dislike  all  the  su.  Jacts  In  school? 

a No,  I liked  eona  and  disliked  others. 

Q Llilch  ones  did  you  dleliket 

A , Math,  social  studies;  and  science. 

’ Q Which  ones  did  you  like?  , 

" ; A ' I liked  reading  and  all  the  rest  except  those  2 t.old  you  about. 

r|f  Whet  grade*  did  you  get?  V . ~ - 

' A . Low  grades — C's. 

' • q . what  would  result  if  you  would  return  no  school? 

i*  ■■  x I don't  know.  I would  finish  school  and  go  tr-  collaga,  If  1 finish 

' school,  but.  1 think  it  la  lnpoaalbla.  I don't  think  I could  finish 

SChOOl.  ... 

v-/'  ■■  ' 

*.Q  »y?  

* 

■ W&  A Because  1 don't  plan  to  go  back.  - 

i/ry1,,  . ...... . . : * . ‘ • 

Q Not  seen ia  night  elaaaas? 

A Tea,  I would  go  to  night  classes. 


'M-  - 

J0;.  . 


Now  are  yoo  batter  off  since  1 earing  school? 

1 h*m  this  job  in  the  N.T.C.  and  1 here  learned  to  do  office 


.Nadu 


New  urn  yNuwnret  off  elnee  leering  edwiolt 

....  .....  . ..  r ...  • : ♦ •_  - r-  } a ■*  *=  -x jf  > • . - ' * 1 1 i V . ■ 


gfcRJC  itulfc'n  find  e jeL  here  in 


FI 3-47 


:# 

; yJ.- 

->Vj£#  A 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

: A 

Q 

A 

c>'  . • 

Q 
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V A 
Q 
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If  you  had  tc  do  It  oil  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

Yea,  if  I didn't  learn  whan  L vaa  trailer  .1  couldn't  laarn  now. 

But  If  you  war*  in  school  again  would  you  had  to  decide  whither  *0 
drop  would  you  drop  again? 

No.  ^ .'-1  . 

Would  you  return  to  school  now? 

No.  *;•  ' \ ■ , : . 

Under  what  clrcmatancea  dc  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

Undar  no  circumstance » fcut  if  they  don't  like  it  is  setter  to  drop. 

Do  you  think  that  disliking  school  la  a good  reason  for  dropping 
school?  ; 

11  if  they  cannot  learn  and  if  they  are  treating  their  no  nay. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

they  didn't.  It  wee  my  decision. 

Bov  did  your  parents  d is  courage  you  tc  drop  school? 

llwy  incouraga  m to  |o  but  X didn't  wint  to  go. 

What  could  b«  dona  n ow  to  half  you  raturn  to  school T 

* don't  know. 

la  thara  anything  that  could  ba  dona  to  half  you  raturn  to  achoolf 
I don't  know.  • 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wan  tad  to  what  would  you  lika  to 

do.  • • , •*.  ■ : ; 


1 don't  know. 

What  do  you  lika  to  do  tha 
I don't 


tt 


mv  that  2 want  to  gat  a job  in  eh.  Jt.Y.C. 

m Vhnt  X unatad  to  laerm  baaaaaa  thay  train  you 
y—tC*.  ■ t hU  hda  to  «l*a  an  anything  that  X had 

m I didn't  Imv  dhnt  X amid  lihti.  ; \>- 

« : .v.'-  : ’ ■ 
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Q Whet  did  you  Ilk*  to  do  when  you  were  in  achool? 

A 1 liknd  hoamaklag. 

Q Then,  why  did  you  chooee  thie  jcbt  • 

A Because  they  told  ae  thet  it  wee  very  eeey  to  learn . 

Q • Do  you  like  itt  ••  ‘ ''  ■/ 

a Tee.  ' '/•  ;vr  ' '!  ",  /,  y V 

Q Whjre  did  you  work  when  you  were  in  Chicago? 

A In  a factory.  ■.>/  ■ -s: 

Q Of  the  two  Jobe  »mlth  o»j  do  you  Ilka  to  do  the  aoet? 

A Work  in  a factory.  : ' 


t : ■ 
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Q 
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Q 
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Q 
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Q 

A 
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What  could  tha  paople  in  the  schools  have  dona  to  sake  you  go  to 

claetaa? 

Nothing*  ; -V"  \\ ; ■ 

Did  you  Ilka  to  go  to  school 7 
fie.  f ... 

Could  th ry  hate  dooa  anything  to  aaka  you  Ilka  school  sort! 

Tae* 

WhatT 

Taka  m to  school. 

What  jould  ha yu  to  ba  dona  in  tbo  schools  bafora  you  would  Ilka  to 
ra'vuvn  to  school? 

If  thay  had  *ood  tatchars. 

Did  you  lum  good  taa chars? 

Ko,  I didn't. 

Mint  dUtjt  you  liho  about  th*  taachare? 

Thoy  would  scold  «*  all  tha  tint  whan  I didn't  go  to  school,  brt  V 
couldn't  go  to  ochocl  ooMtlsM*  and  they  didn't  explain  tha  problaoa. 

Would  you  return  to  school  any  jay? 

Toe. 

‘ J < ' ' . \ A 

Do  you  rag  rat  having  lot't  school? 

T«n. 

In  wtat  ways?  j, 

Because  1 would  liha  to  return  to  ochooL? 
dot  could  your  poroat*  horn  dooa  to  ooks  ycu  stay  in  school? 

Both lag.  ' 

■ut  mU  Ao  paople  at  heat  boas  do**  to  auk*  you  liho  to  go  to 
It  Aon  Mftblti  yov  would  liho  thou  to 

.,,v. 
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Whet  could  they  bvt  done?  . 

Hr  ■Pthtr  wanted  m to  go  to  school  but  ay  father  said  it  was  bette*' 
for  as  to  work.  ■■.'■_  . • ... 

Why?  . 

Because  ha  doesn't  asm  enough  eoney.  Be  is  s laborer  and  I had  to 
/nelp,hla.  ":v;v£  - 

Ars  yon  tbs  only  oaa  in  the  faally? 

Ho,  I have  five  brothers. 

Ars  thvy  working? 

Mo,  they  ars  in  school.  .. 

Are  you  the  oldest? 

Tea.  ^ v'-’S. ''-V;/  • '•  ••  * ' 

Bafora  you  dropped  school  did  you  apply  In  the  N.T.C.? 

Mo.'  • T ; t ' . 

Why?  j . : ....  \ . 

v * » ' ' ' ' ' 

Beceuce  I didn't  know. 

Ifcat  do  yon  alas  'he  aost  froa  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending?  • . > 


:M*. . > 

?a:<l 


Math,  tfagllsh,  and  world  history, 

V VV  • ■•••  ' : - . •••  - . • 

*A*ht  could  you  bare  dona  to  stay  in  school? 
1 oogld  have  stayed  la  school. 


T 

■ 'V/yrf'Q  s' 

M* 


■■■'■'vr'v.vv- 


K year  fodat  wonted  you  to  work? 


Taa.":'.'-’-  . ' >v 

Mow  pan  Id  ytm  do  It? 


/.  \ 


w'M'iJt.  ' 1 weld  go  to  night  ci? eases  sad  work  during  the  day. 

■ - ? 'Vs ^ ■ »? 

3N»  14ka  to  mh  afw  Mhtol  aad  go  ts  school  daring  the  day? 


i’'1*  K ;i,o  If  dy  father  waall  let  ni/IW’4v' 


ri-$W ■ ' ■[ 


F13-48  V'-  ' 3 


Q What  could  you  do  now  to  ro turn  to  school? 

'■}.  ■ : 'v"V-  \ 

A Co  roglotor  for  night  classta. 

Q To  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  /Ike  to 

return  “o  school? 

••  > : ■’  ' 

A Clothes  and  oboes. 

...  Q What  single  thing  or  circunetance  node  you  drop  school? 

A I was  sick  I had  aatfaa*  I bad  to  see  a lot  of  doctors  because  I was 

very  sick  but  I m better  now  aleo  because  ny  father  told  ne  not 

'■  r.  • . tO  pi.  '■  ' V - 

; Q You  Said  that  you  had I trouble  in  he.tr ing  it  this  true? 

A Yea.  . ’ 

Q D you  need  a beering  aid? 

A Yea  but  J have  never  had  the  non 

» < - ’ t ■ r'  ' ! * , * ; - i ' ' 

'•>  Q What  would  rtteulv  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 1 would  feel  betUr  going  to  school  end  studying. 

Q Do  you  went  tc  finish  school? 

' v A Yes.  * " ■ . ' : : • * 


Q 

A 


Mist  would  happen  then? 
1 would  go  to  e«h«|«. 


How  ere  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

- ’ . X 


V 


\ 


la  working. 

• ■ /%- 

■ow  are  you  worst  off  a Inca  leaving  ad  col? 

In  nothing. 

Vi.'..'  ' • ••  ' I • , 

Are  you  better  off  la  everything? 

‘ ; ■ ■ ’ i 

’too. 

It  you  had  to  do  It  oil  ever  again  would  yon  drop  school  again? 


/ 


) do  yeu  believe  eveyy  etwdeot  should  drop 


*-v. 


For  no  reason  at  all. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

Because  the  family  is  too  big  and  ve  don't  have  enough  money. 

Ho*?  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  vented  me  to  work  to  help  the  family  but  my  mother  and  father 
also  vented  as  to  go  to  school  but  the  family  was  too  big  and  ve 
didn’t  have  enough  teoney. 

Do  you  own  a lot  of  money? 

, * > „ * > 

Yes»  m ove  hospital  bills  and  Income  tax  and  social  security. 

Row  many  are  there  In  your  family? 

ll^t.  ‘ _ •:  . 

What  could  ba  doaa  now  to  halp  you  raturn  to  achoolt 
Juat  halp  ay  faally. 
tu  vtwt  way? 

I don't  know  juat  halp  thaa  by  working. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wantad  to  what  would  you  Ilka 

to  dot  ' '• . - • 

I would  Ilka  to  work  in  an  offlca. 

Doing  whalt 

What  I an  doing  bar a,  aacratarial  work. 
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Whet  could  tho  people  In  the  echoolc  have  dona  to  nake  you  go  to 
claasaaT 

They  did  all  they  could.  1 don't  have  any  couplainte. 

Whet  could  the  people  In  the  achoola  have  dona  to  make  you  Ilka  to 
go  to  claeeee?  . 

Not  anything  ennttly.  It  vaa  all  wy  fault. 

Did  you  like  to '.go  to  ecbool? 

No. 

Could  they  have  done  aouething  to  nake  .:u  Ilka  It? 

No  everything  wi  in  ne.  I Juat  didn't  Ilka  it. 

M>y  not?  V . . 

It  vaa  the  idea  that  it  -vug  no  good  and  I didn't  like  it. 

Wbat  vaa  the  raaeoa  you  didn't  Ilka  it? 

I did  Ilka  it  in  a'  my„  but  I didn't  Ilka  to  go. 

Why  did  You  ilka  to  go  to  achoolt 
To  flirt. 

What  would  have  to  ba  dona  in  the  ecteole  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  achoolt 

If  they  would  change  the  routine.  AH  the  teacher  a have  the  eana 
routine.  They  all  have  the  eaue  netted  af  teaching,  end  aone tinea 
i fifd  it  tevy  dull.  1 night  not  he  tela  to  ehnoga  thle  hut  I an 
aura  that  they  are  nil  grag  eo  {allow  the  anna  netted  bacouaa  you 
Ib'tliMl'Nd  you  take  it  (or  granted  that  you  are  going  to  do  thla 
ail  than  and  t juat  fate  it  dull. 

'nV’.'.-v  ;•  '•>.•••  • .•  v • ■. 

Mauld  yte  rotum  to  eateot  if  thlo  teppauad? 

•>**;•••••  st-nv  ' 

t wM  libi  to  |t  ate  If  they,  doo't  change,  if  I ted  the  ttea  inl 
the  aXeao.  >a 
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Well  since  I dropped  fro*  school  I have  done  a lot  of  things  that 
If  I had  stayed  In  school  I would  have  never  dons.  The  way  Z was 
going  to  school  I would  Just  go  and  sit  and  talk  and  don't  do  any- 
thing just  talk.  I didn't  study.  It  was  better  t drop  because 
since  I dropped  I have  been  going  to  Laredo  Beauty  college  and  I - 
plan  to  get  ay  dlplooa.  Knowing  na  I know  I wouldn't  havi  graduated 
this  way  at  least  X will  have  ay  license  to  help  as  out.  I hare 
been  going  to  collage  for  nine  nonths  and  I wasn't  getting  any 
■oney  but  now  X aa  getting  aonoy.  If  T had  stayed  in  school  X 
wouldn't  have  dona  anything  because  I went  to  school  just  for  the 
heck  of  it.  After  I dropped  scbpol  I found  out  it  wasn't  that 
easy  so  X enter  collage  and  I have  this  to  back  ne  up . . 

What  do  you  naan  whan  you  said  that  it  took  a long  tine  to  graduate? 

Because  if  X had  stayed  in  school  X would  have  not  realised  what  I 
wanted  to  do  because  by  going  to  school  I wouldn't  have  dona  any- 
thing. V ;',-  ..v:  . V 

What  oade  you  lose  interest  in  school? 

I don't  know,  I Just  don't  know.  It  was  ne,  I guess. 

What  could  your  parents  have  dona  to  oaks  you  stay  in  school? 

In  the  first  place  .when  they  found  out  I wanted  to  get  serried  they 
suggested  for  aa  to  drop  school.  Wot  that  they  told  ne  to  drop  but 
they  just  enggaated  it,  and  t liked  the  idee  and  dropped.  They 
said  that  If  I was  going  to  gat  nerried  to  start  learning  bouse 
work.  \ '••v_  ‘ . • ! 

Did  you  get  nerried? 

No  I didn't.  Afterwards  I started  working.  I realised  it  wasn't 
tine  for  ne  to  gat  nerried.  Then  I started  going  to  college.  I 
knew  that  t had  to  do  eons thing  but  I actually  dropped  out  because 
X wonted  to  gat  narridd. 

Name  year  patents  enggaated  for  you  to  ge  back  to  school  after  you 
decided  nag  te  Murry?  . : ' ■ ' 

Tea  ttMy  did  let  X told  then  I wanted  te  finish  hare  first  and  than 
X could  gs  te  eehool  and  work  at  the  sane  tine. 


Q 


A 


Q , 


A 


Q 


A. 


A 


Q 


A 
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A^d  you  didn't  to  to  ocbool  all  that  Mat? 

Right.  I want  to  collage/ 

What  could  your  pareeto  hew  dona  to  aake  you  Ilka  to  got  to  glasses? 

They  did  quite  a lot  and  they  kept  saying  that  I naadad  school  and 
all  of  those  things  they  say.  ' 

What  would  have  to  happen  in  your  ltoao  Ufa  bafora  you  would  Ilka  to 
return  to  school  t v . . •;  ' . ■ 

Nothing  just  wanting  to  go  back. 

Would  you  Ilka  to  return  to  school  anyway? 

Tea  but  first  I have  to  finish  hare. 

What  do  you  Bias  the  nost  froa  school  now  that  you  hava  stopped 
attending?  - 

The  things  we  did  in  school  the  parties  and  all  of  that  the  social 
life  in  other  words. 


Q What  could  you  haws  dona  to  stay  in  school? 

A ” Mot  haw  lost  interest  la  school. 
q What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A Go  to  night  claaaaa. 

Q Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  bafora  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school? 


A ’ 

Q 1 ’ . What  single  tiling  or  cf.rcunstmca  and  a you  drop  school? 

A . % l**ln— a and  that  1 wan  planning  on  getting  aarriad,  but  I think 

it  was  all  bsaaass  of  ay  laslaaas.  . 

q What  shout  the  school  aadajyou  lasy? 


Well,  first  I usat  tecevholio  schools  and  than  I started  going  to 
public  stbesl  sad  1 teak  a different  attitude  aboet  school.  I took 
it  ht  great ad  just  grtag  ts  ashsol  sad  aat  do  anything.  Xt  use  i 
taat  tha  sms  ggilhm  usury  elaaa. 

: ?';v  ..  ■ ‘ ’ U 

las  aads  yaw  gat  lasy? 
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Q . Ves  the  teachers  did  ill  the  sams  things  over  and  over  and  If  you 
do  have  any  interest  they  tell  you  to  do  thl>?  and  that  and  you 

*r\  • / start  losing  Interest* 

Q What  kind  of  grades  were  you  getting? 

A Very  low  I only  got  ; .id  grades  la  band* 

Q Vart  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A x Filbt  of  all  I would  like  to  get  ay  license  and  then  get  my  diploma 
and  just  work  to  get  enough  money  to  establish  my  own  beauty  shop. 

Q How  are  you  better  off?  * 

A'  If  I had  stayed  in  school  1 woulu  have  never  realised  what  I wanted 

■ to  dot  a ^ '■  ./ 

Q Do  you  think  that  if  you  had  stayed  In  school  you  night  have  been 

married?  / 


£.  Q 


u% 


Tea.  ‘ \ 

Bow  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I gueas  that  if  I had  stayed  I would  have  graduated  I would  be  better 
off  jest  like  anybody  dee.  ^ V : ‘ 

Did  you  have  any  trouble  finding  a Job?' 

Bone  at  all.  Actually  I didn't  look  for  toe.  I wimt  to  collegii 
end  'came  here  Just  for  the  heck  of  it  and  thoy  gave  me  this  Job. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  vwitd  you  drop  s chool  again? 

If  I had  studied  I would  have  been  better  in  school.  L wouldn't  have 
the  seme  attitude.  Row  1 say  this  Jut  probably  I would  have  had  the 
same  attitude/  " ;•'*  " \ 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  everyone  should  drop  school? 


Q low  4U 


It  <i|M4>  on  tfea  pBr.ee.  lo  ay  c**«  It  did  good  bccauaa  It  aade  ae 
look  iato  th.  fa tore. 


t>; 


poraate  eoeourope  you  to  drop  school? 

!*’■'  '’'V*  ’ v * 3 \ri \ v,  .. 

1 ' IMp  Jwit  MtfBBUd  it.  V 


- V!f'' 


* •.  v?»> 

8 (|  if.  Ort  yew  blit  dwt  la  oot  «ecouras«Mct? 

A ^ Taw  Vat  tk«y.  kaww  1 wan tod  fct  <t*t  Married. 


ERiC 

'IWAi 


ti'-X.-V  :i  if;? . -4  '7  •- 

?*>*■. J*  * - 41)4  - 

l i i l -•  ^ * ' r\: £?  v ' " - i i - . v 


• Q . Bow  lid  yo or  paranta  discourse*  you  from  dropping  aehool? 
A In  no  way.  X loft  whsci  they  Mid  that  I mi  better  out  of 


school. 


‘ Q : ttn.  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

■ • •'  • ■'  '?v'i  *'  v-.:  ■ •'  > 

j - A . : Just  If  i had  tbs  opportunity  to  go  to  night  classss.  X wouldn't 

:•  go  bad*  to  say  of  the  high  schools,  Martin  or  Mixon. 

< V Q ' If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wsntsd  to  what  rauld  you  like  to 

V dot  : . *:  /'•  ••  ' •••':  . . 
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■ifu 

A 

%}.Q 

■V\  7 ■ ■ 


■ r i . . - r 1 


What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  wake  you  go  to  classes? 
Hothing,  1 was  failing  all  ay  courses. 

Could  they  have  dona  anything  to  help  ycu  pass  your  subjects? 

Yes.  r:.  ^ r : ■'  ' - '• 

What  could  they  have  done? 

I don't  know.  1 vae  falling  all  ay  eubjecte,  I never  liked  school. 

Could  they  have  done  anything  to  wake  you  like  it? 

teo.  ; ^ :>\\r  v*  / ‘V \ :•  r.=  • . 

What  could  they  have  done? 

I don't  know  vastier  It  wae  then  or  mm  but  I wae  felling  ail  ay  subjects. 
What  was  it  you  dislike  about  school? 

1 didn't  like  anything.  1 just  didn't  llks  school  because  1 was  falling. 

What  would  have  '.o  be  done  in  the  schools  bsfore  you  would  like  to 
tetuni  to  school t *.£;;*•  r / . 

Maybe  if  X study  wore  X vould  fee  back/  ■; 

Would  you  change  the  schools  in  any  way? 

Wo.  \‘‘r  ’ \ ; ’ ’’ 


Mould  you  return  to  school  toy  bow? 

'■'>  iv'.i  ^ ‘ ;■ ; . * • / ‘ 

tee.  ' . ••  **  V . 


A 

■ r-. 


la  dat  way.  do  you  xagr.t  havi&g  1.1 1 icho.1 t 


9 “ 


If  i M iUy.4  later  I could  §at  . b«tt.r  Job  b*ceu*«  It  1.  v.ry 
bard  to  find  a Job. 


f V.. 


ttoaa  to  aaka  you  .toy  la  oeboolt 


g . -vjs*  wmmt*  nwi.  n«  pnn*  n«»»  iv  a. 

; v ? * .7 v ■ 

v>v 

| a ^■RjaribU  haw*  doaa  «•  aaka  you  ilka  to  utt *aa  ochool? 

-A' WWifse •». fa  to  toluol  but  l ua.  faillat  aad  1 didn't 


fc 


• r- 
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What  would  have  to  happen  In  your  hose  life  before  you  would  like  to 
.return  to  achool? 

• Nothing/'  J 

Would  you  return  to  acboo'  anyway? 

Tea.  . • •;  v.  * ■ 

What  do  you  alee  the  seat  froa  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 

ditaading?  : - SV ;;.fj y.  ■<{ , V-'  , ' . • 

I alee  everythin*  the  thkasea  and  everything. 

• - • /V  ■,  v if.  • 

What  could  you  have  dona  fc?  stay  in  achool? 

• - ;,*r  »■ % ■?  • . . *'  . ’ > \ 

. Study  aore.  1 „v-  ••  , ■ ; " < 

Did  you  aljdy  when  you  were. in  ochool?  N 

Tea  but  I never  pees  so  1 didn't  UVe  achool  anyaore. 

’ 4 . : < '•  ■ 

Whit  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Just  go  back  to  achool. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  vould  like  to  revurn 
to  school?  ..  \ 

■0. ''  ' . i •{  • 'V  :/  ‘ ’•  ■ • 

Wh#.  did  you  drop  a^'tool? 

, lecaaae  1 wee  failing  and  everybody  was  ahead  of  aa  but  I didn't  have 
to  gat  serried  Ilka  aoat  of  the  girls  do. 

Are  you  Berried ' . 

it*.  ^ Y \ \ ; ‘ _•  . ■ • ■ : • 

What  would  reault  if  you  would  return  to  achool? 
t wwldgat  a hatter  Jet. 

Leaving  achool? 


..7^-  achool? 

• J.  :•/  *.»,’*  : * ;*v '•*  •-  .•  \ - Y •; 

' - ' * *!?■■*  taw*  the  high  achool  edaeatlon. 

' u Wl  li  dg  lt  aU  m*emtU  would  you  drag  edwel  again? 


A 

Q 


A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 


' a 


. <■;  V.  V 


.Q 

4 


> a ; rj  q 

,‘.V  . 


Q 

A 
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Under  vhet  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school?  ' !'v!  . , OV 


They  shouldn't  drop.  Vz  : , . 

Under  any  circumstances? 

Not  .*fsr  any  circumstances. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  encourage  me. 

Hov  did  y Mir  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  tried  to  convince  me  not  to  drop  end  not  to  get  married. 

Bor  long  was  it  after  you  dropped  school  that  you  got  married? 

I got  married  In  June  and  X had  dropped  school  in  Hay. 

v.*:  ' ' • ■/  ' ’ i*  ‘ 

Hbat  coaid  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school! 

X don't  know.  7 don't  hew#  any  Has. 

Xf  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wantod  to  what  would  you  Ilka  to  do? 
1 would  like  to  bo  a taaehor. 

When  you  vara  in  clone  did  you  ever  asked  for  help? 


X couldn't  understand  and  X was  coheiress**  to  ask  tbs  r,  as  char  so  I 
never  asked  anything.  . 


r ' 1 


Mould  you  like  to  go  to  night  claeeea? 

Tea  but  X work  at  night  fron  6i3C  to  llt30. 

Xf  you  could  go  to  claeeea  when  end  where  would  you  like  to  have  that? 
la  the  aornlnga  It  doesn't  natter  where,  X would  go. 


•V* 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
. ; classes?  ^ 

I don't  know.  They  could  have  asked  ae  to  go  and  they  did  but  I 
had  to  drop  to  help  ay  aotbsr. 

' v .•••  > •'  . .•  ? ; 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  nake  you  like  to 
4 go  to  classes?  • ; : 

^ Jr  - >»  ' ■ ‘ . .*  • ‘ ' 

■ I don't  know.  ... 

Did  you  like  school? 

Tea. 

Vbat  could  they  have  done  to  sake  you  like  school  sore? 

Hell,  they  taught  aa  a lot  of  things.  I don't  hove  anything  to  say 
agalnut  the  teachei  s or  anyone  in  school . They  -sere  vi  *y  nice  with 
' mm,  but  I had  to  drop  to  help  ay  aother. 

What  would  have  to  be  dona  in  the  schools  before  you  would  Ilk*  to 
return  to  school? 

Nothing  I liked  then  the  way  they  are  now. 

' Would  you  like  to  retcrn  to  echool  anyway?  f 

’ / » , ‘ * ■ 1 . . ' ‘ ‘ ^ 

. Tee.  ■ \ ‘ 

Bow  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Bow  that  1 was  looking  for  a Job  they  all  asked  si  if  1 had  a dlploaa. . 

' .Mm*'  eould  year  parents  have  dene  to  nake  you  stay  in  school? 

Mr  aother  wanted  no  no  stay  in  school  but  ay  father  didn't  want  us. 

- Why?  V , : 

— nans e he  said  that  it  wgs  going  to  be  a lot  of  expenses  because 
tharw  were  five  or  six  la  the  faaily  that  were  going  to  school. 
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What  do  ysn  ales  ths  aost  from  school  now  that  y?n  have  stopped 
attending V 

Studying  all  that  7.  visa  whan  1 dropped. 

What  could  you  have  dona  to  stay  in  school? 

I would  liLr  to  return  to  school. 

What  could  you  have  dona  before  you  dropped 
I vented  to  stay  but  I couldn't  stay. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

I don’t  know.  X wart  to  go*. 

Would  you  re  turn  to  school  duvlng  the  day  or  night? 

I cau't  go  during  the  day  because  I work  but  1 would  like  to  go  tf 
night  claasea?  ' ,y‘  . 

la  than  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  ould  tike  to  return 
to  school? 


What  e ingle  thing  or  circunetance  ua da  you  drop  school? 
bvU|  to  ktlp  «y  aotfcur. 

Mwt  wool*  fM«lt  If  you  would  r.turn  to  tehoolt 
1 would  finish  school  sad  find  « job. 
low  aru  you  hotter  off  slues  louring  ocboolf 
lAou't  know. 

Aw  you  botfr  offf 


I* 

' • 


m-5i 


•a  \ 


Q 

A 

a 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


fer  Q 


\\?  ' 


A 

SfeQ 


If  you  had  to  do  it  «1I  over  again  would  you  drop  achool  again? 

No.  ■'  >’./  . 

Ondar  what  circuaatancea  do  you  helieva  avary  stud  ant  should  drop 
school? 

Thay  shouldn't  drop.  Thay  should  finish  achool. 

Bov  did  your  par ants  aocourage  you  to  drop  school? 

Hr  father  was  tbs  only  oos  that  didn't  want  us  to  go  to  school.  My 
author  wantad  as  to  go  hack  to  school. 

Old  thay  dlso-Axraga  yov  frou  iaevli*  achool? 

No.  : : V.-  •'  \ . 

M»t  could  ha  dona  now  ta  halp  you  return  to  achool? 

X don't  know.  ’ 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  Ilka  to 


X m doing  right  now  nocratarlal  work. 

Did  you  oay  that  you  h td  to  drop  achool  to  halp 


father. 


r*  * hnlp  ny  aotbar.  n?  father  wouldn't  give  ua 
* to  ha » r lathes  for  ay  brothers  so  that  thay 
I*  fatiia*  said  that  it  was  gate?  to  ha  wary 

to  sduaj.  « ;',■■■■ 


i't  giro  thy  away  fat  ua. 
-j.  for  nr  clatkaa. 

... . , , r*  O.i;'-  > f .v: ■■ ; n ••  , 

to  night  clne<  *o? 
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Wwt  could  th*  pwpli  In  too  schools  htvi  don*  to  win  you  go  to 

dUHtl  ! 

I don't  low.  ■ ' 

Zo  th*r*  anythlgg  they  could  haw*  don*  to  u*k*  you  go  to  cl*****t 
I don't 


Miat  could  tb* ■ poopl*  In  th*  school*  her*  don*  to  n*k*  you  Ilk*  to 
•»  to  cl— sot 

X don't  think  M^thlng. 

Did  you  Ilk*  school?  •*. ' - ';•»  ■ 

«os.  *..7 ’ * •'  V;/ 

Could  they  b—  don*  scaothlng  to  ask*  you  Ilk*  to  go  to  school  sor*t 
*'t  think  *0.  ; •'< 


•hot  would h—  to  bo  doo*  in  tb*  schools  hsfor*  you  would  Ilk*  to 
rotuni’to  ochoolt  . . . *>?•//.. 

1 libs  thus  tb*  usy  tbsy  sr*. 

Would  you  like  to  rttsn  to  school  osyuujrf 


to  school  aoof  ' 

• •.  .V  * I ; . 

ochoolt 


> f ■ 


b'A-ftV.v-'-  t.  — •»*-  •»?'•••  / * -v-.vl.1 ' ^ ;: 


Mm  doo*  to  —h  yoootoy  in  school?  Could 


tO  CliMMi 


:\-v  : ' •->'  ! n' ' ‘ - 1 -V  •-*  ■ " f' 
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Nothing. 

Hhst  do  you  miM  the  moot  fron  school  oov  that  you  hsvt  stopped 
sttsodlnft 


Nothing* 


. J 


What  could  you  personally  hsvs  dons  to  stay  In  school? 

’*!  : • V . ..  \ . • ; ' \ . 

Nothing. 

■ i ■*  . ‘ . 

Mtat  could  you  do  now  Co  return  to  school? 

Just  <?tay  la  school  sad  study. 

1 - ' # m * • * : ' ‘ 

Is  chocs  anything  personally  essd  bsfors  you  would  llko  to 
rsturu  to  school?  * ... '.  < 


X aosd  sous oos  to  hslp  my  aothar  boesuss  I sa  tbs  only  one  that  works. 
Mist  slagls  thing  or  clreunstsacs  usds  you  drop  school! 

Hewing  to  help  ary  aother  as  X said  bsfors. 

Mat  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school?  . 

I don't  know  I don't  want  to  go  back.  '-.v 
Mat  would  raonlt  If  you  bad  your  diplouat 
I would  gat  a batter  Job. 

Ia  what  buys  you  rosily  faal  that  you  are  batter  off  since  leaving 
echeolt 


X practice  it  note  hers  where  X work  then 


a?-;  « : v 


fan  drug  ssbool  again? 


,v» yv;: • ' ,<  •. 

-f  ••  ' 

•'  - • V / .Si'-  ■ 


>.  *?-/■*.■  s ....  : 

|V  V ‘ u ■:  -*  \ * ^ 


»■»>  ■ » ■ 


r i 

. $ 


m-52 


Q 

A 


Q 

A 


.¥  , 


Under  whet  circuastances  do  you  believe  that  every  student  should 
drop  school?  - ' >, 


They  shouldn't  drop.  They  should  stay  In  school,  but  it  depends 
if  thsy  need  soaething  st  boas.  . ■ 


What  do  you  assn? 


It  thsy  don't  here  everyth lag  at  home,  if  thslr  parents  can't  give 
then  what  they  need. 


Do  you  think  that  going  to  work  is  a good  reason  for  dropping 
school?  • ‘ • - • 


Mo. 


Bow  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 
Thsy  didn't  encourage  as. 

Esv  did  your. parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 
They  didn't  say  anything.  ; 

Did  you  play  bookie  when  you  were  In  school? 

Bo,  I never  did. 

Here  you  absent  iron  school? 

Bp.  ; ' ' / ■_  :.  ■■■  ■,/  • ‘ ..  : 

Bhat  could  be  done  now  no  help  you  retort  to  school? 

Ho  thing.  . . -V  -■  • " V-i  v i-M  ' •" : * 


If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  vented  to  what  would  you  ll'te  to 

do?  ; 


V.-iU  -x  • . -• 

V-l  Cm  .v 


O' 


A 


*#S 


V 


■'  ' V* 
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/ if  » f f / j .J 


..  'V-.  A 

V 1 - c ■ / - 

q 

'.'i'V 

li  q 

%fi\.  A 

Z'Wk-  Q 

.^;C< 

A 


•#1?"  Q 

*V 

a 

• ' V*jO*  - 1 ■’■  A 

'iw/J'  Q 


What  could  the  paople  In  the  school*  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

classes?  •>•;,:  '•'•  •; : ‘ ..  ••.  , • ;••:•  - aa.v.a 

If  they  would  help  u to  learn,  7v\-  t 7 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school?  Is  there  anything  they  could  have  done? 

I think  so.  V.-..'!'-'/  • ■"  ■;  X/, r'  :' 

What  could  they  have  done?  ; 

If  they  could  give  ne  advice.  • 

Did  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

Soaetlaes  I liked  school  hut  I didn't  like  aath. * 

HbfdlAVM  like  It  just  soaetdace? 

Because  I would  go  and  soaetlaes  when  we  were  going  to  have  a test 
the  teacher  didn't  explain  right. 

la  that  why  you  didn't  like  school? 

1 liked  school  hut  I dL '.n't  like  aath.  . 

Wat  would  have  to  bo  dot*.  In  the  schoole  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  ecboolf 

If  they  would  explain  aath  because  it  was  ay  favorite  subject  but 
I couldn't  understand  it.  . .Y  -V  >:• 


•Bould  you  return  to  school  If  this  was  done? 
fee.  ';':5  . 

In  Ant  wspe  do 'yin  regret  having  laft  school?  ' : \ 

•eceeee  there  ere  u lot  of  things  I don't  knew.  Things  they  tetch  In 

the  ttfc  Md  l#th  grade*.  • 

$ ' Whet  could  poor  petents  have  doue  to  aake  you  stay  In  school? 

j4*hT; -:.v.  - ■ 

s.aM»hA"v.;-  dftrlet 


■fk&r, 


ft“*  aa-A, 

'if'.tmpM 


to  asks  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
m. . Ml|  they  did  tell  we  all  the  tine  to  etey 


pt;<  ; • 

tteWr 

m,  • : ! 


h,;?  • 

K- 

V't  kv  +*  a. 


P15-53 


*h-^y  > ...  ’ ■ 

i'v.  ;4 -►  r 
■:  ■. 

$9*  Q ■ ^ 

**"?-  ..  --^-v 

m k . 

m,-  . 


m * 


What  could  they  have  dcm#  to  mIm  you  like  to  go  to  echool? 

I don’t  knber* 'S':'"'-' -•••• 

Mint  would  have. to  happen  at  hone  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school?  -...  .'  v.  ;u::v  ’•  • -V.io'vv ■'•.  ...;■;  .,-■  . 

I don’t  know  I have  a baby.  I an  not  sure  becuaae  I have  to  talk 
to  ny  nother  so  that  she  could  take  care  of  the  baby. 

Would  you  return  to  school  If  this  happened? 

Tea.  \ - ; ■ l':  . ,•  : ■/"  ■ . 

What  do  you  Bias  the  noat  fron  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending?  -/.  : . 

I would  like  to  learn  aore.  ' . ; 

Do  you  alas  anything  about  school?  ■ : 

-•  ’ • Writing.  K';  ;-V;:  ’ ' / ^ ^ V ^ :T‘ : ■ • 

Whet  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school^ 
v I don't  know  because  when  I dropped  1 didn't  think. 

W»at  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

If  1 could  talk  to  ny  nother  to  take  cere  of  the  baby  ao  I could  * 

them  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  ret  i< 

yj.'v.::  to  itdwel?  ...  \ 

go.  ;';V;'.--pvv:';/’y' '-*• . 

/'f  tdtet  Single  thing  or  clrcuaetence  aade  you  drop  echool? 

'■d'-A':.  1 *®  to  •« bool  but  1 would  hang  around  with  ny  frietwis  and  t 

,iWi<  mtid  fall,  as  to  play  bookie  with  thm. 

. -v  ■ ;:-'v  " • 

aftan  did  yea  play  bookie? 


g^s-vf i*-  Y vs  & ■ •••". ; 


jjfisf.  *•*»  did  you  start  doing  this? 

'Vi'-  ■•v  '--,;; 

A ?:V;.  U the  7th  grade. ' ' :>.  ;V.v'  \ ; 

‘ ' ■ ■ ■ ‘V  ! .. 

Q *«•  you  go  <*on  you  pleyed  booklet 


J 
-■■A 
’4*1 
, *# 


1 


1,  to  tide  around. 
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A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

v 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 


. ■'  *v:  v^v/^y^iy.*:  feVv^*:y;.;.  >. . ' Tf  ‘ ^/jiVwV'jat* 

^ Did  your  friendsndkop  school? 

■ «■  '.<  m 7 .-I*.;*.--  . , - 


T«i. 


I«  that  the  only  reason  why  you  dropped? 

Hell,  when  we  played  bookie  my  husband  told  me  to  get  married. 
How  loaf  after  you  dropped  school  did  you  gat  married. 

About  3 months  later.  ■■ \*  \ * 

What  would  result  If  you  would  return  to  school? 

I would  get  a better  Job.  V.yJ"  ,:^Xv 

In  what  ways  are  you  batter  off  since  leaving  school? 

I don't  know.  • f j*v :\j--  V- ^ '• '•  '•  ’ 

Are  you  better  off?  * y. 

J V ‘ • V:'V.  ; V ' 

In  what  ways  are  you  woret  off  since  leaving  school? 

X should  have  finish  school. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 


&fj&‘  A .,  Ho,  I don't  think 


so. 


Q 

^i§rV  Q 

‘ A 

" W’-. 


Ondar  what  circumstances  do  you  ballava  everyone  should  drop  school? 


Ho,  X don't  think  they  should  drop. 


•v-V. 


, ' ‘ > •. 


Under  any  tlrcwatancts? 

Ms.  ''';  •*.  ■■  ■■■'  ./• , r , . ■' 

Ms  did  your  parents  smcourege  you  to  d\op  school? 

A W?*, ft??  didn’t  snaouregs  me. 


Q 

wrifig:®  ' 


didn’t  ameomtato  me. ?ft  . ■. •’ •••'•*• ' ’’  r‘V;‘  • 

•=•••' 

viWeb  <1  X XV.'  MMr  did  your  perente  discourage  you  to  drop  school?  ? - ' 

A ttny  didn't  dlecowtego  me,  ’■. / . 

9 Hhs*  could  he  done  mow  o help  you  return  to  school? 

i ! t dsm't  '*'•  ■ 

i-r  x t anew.  y * . • v . ; . . 


*u 

' >' 


- * -V'  ' */ ?<  y(y  ^ ■ ■ . - •<  . ...  ...  ...  ... 

\ - ,v  ; =.5;  •=:.'>. ■ V.  , . , v ' 4 *’  ■/*.  * z-' \' - *.  ; ■ ■ . -s  ' .1  y j-  ‘'■ifv5r 

-v  ;•  ; \ ; > ' \ J ,,v  ■ .♦  • ; a };- 

515-53.  U •". V ‘XZ ‘V'i J- 


^yCvX';  "•'  % r; s/s vi * • *-  ■ \ - 


WW«r-  • V*'-*.  ■ ■ ;.  ••  J1* } ■ ' ■ r'-  % - - ' ■■'»-  > ■-  ; .-*/  ■ v.  .■/  T-ij  . 

'!*$&;  Q v-V  .•'  Do  you  nat  to  teturn  to  ediool?  V • :’A  W \ ^ ? * " v < .' S tHif  ■-  -.1  -v 

p I would  like  to  but  Z would  have  to  talk  to  wy  Bother  to  take  cere  '' 

°*  *•  beby..;<f-  ^ &:7 ,;.v^ '.^Arp: V 

^ V--  J,*'  :V3*  V *-v.  ?:.i  ’<  -•'<•.  :v’  ■■»:  'V.  V '.7_  * v.  v;  1 

Q ‘ v If  your  Bother  could  tefce  cere  of  the  baby  would  you  return  to  ichoo1  r "- 
during  the_  day  or  nlghtf  >$?.;. y '-.  :■'•:■  )>'■)  . v;  ’ ■ 

It  would  be  better  for  me  at  nlglft . 


: A 

v^vi  Q 


1 . 


' >;  If  you  could  work  at  anytUgg  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 


Office  work.  ,'  \>/\ 

■'.'  ' r"  r * *■  •*  .■*  '*  \ \ 

' *f,,»  * • * . N “• 1 ' 

What  do  you  do  here? 


h y-?.  ■ A 

^ . 

Milt* 

*K5lfe;  Q 

A v.  b#lp  tb«  girls 


' ry  1*  ’ ''  1 


. J 
’ . -'  y 

t . - 


' . ■ -■>  • • ; • * - 

-r.i  . ’•  '• 


Q Do V you  know  bow  to. type?  :.v 

A • . >»,  I aa  learning. 

Mould  you  like  to  do  office  work? 

Tee. 


iltfe.v 


. Q 

A 


•p?  - ; T-.-.L' k%'- ■■■;'■ ,-  :'•  / - - . ■ <■ 

• Si  -.>*•’.■/ . .' , •*'  ’ ; ■■■''  '*%;!,  'v.:V;  ■./;^  i'.  >• 


x' 


liir" -'-w 


M9M JSI 

-:■  :‘V-,  v -•  : *' 


v. 


J.-; 


<v.. ; 
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; / 


#:•;  <* 
" Wy  A 

r\  . „ 

:V7-  Q 

. a 
Q 

&iV,/r 

•JV;  A 

& ■ Q 

.■  L'  v-i£\  ■ 

k 

■jiV* 


\*;T* 


that  could  thj  people  lu  the  schools  have  done  to  uke  you  go  to 

classes?  j -■  . _ v.:--v/-y  . ; :V  / ■* 

I don't  know.  y*:'\  \;V:  0V:  ^ 7 /•'/;  ;V 

!•  there  ftftjrtbicig  that  the  teachers  or  the  principals  or  the  students 
have  done?  v;  V ' V"* 


Hoo 


a-V 


Mist  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  sake  you  like  to 

'go  to  c lasses t •/  ...-v  -V.  ■-■ 

/s--r ■ uV.  QAvVv  •;> ;V;.  .-;A‘  1 

they  couldn't  haw'  done  anything.  • 

Did  you  like  school?  M f-  *V''  ' ; *; 

I did  like  it  but  1 didn't  vent  to  go  to  schools 
btiyt  : '■  ■■  *' , \ 

So  I could  works  In  other  voids,  I didn't  Ilka  school  anymore. 

■:! A : V-  .4.^v.  \ ; , ■ > ■ , • 

bhat  happened  at  school  that  node  you  dlallke  school!  ' 

Nothing,  X Just  didn't  Jike  it  anynpre/ 

• ’*  •-  '*' ■ * *.-■  ■’  \i  ’■■"l *--4>  '**i  , x-  •’  ■« - *" . \ r' 

What  would  have  to  be  done  In  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 

rwtuni  to  schoolt  ' ' • ■ . \ 

<•'  ; '.».<•  £\  ’-V. 

I don't  kaM.  ‘ • < «*t . ' ' 

Do  you  llkn  schools  tbs  vsy  thsy  erst  . y'  y'<‘ 

Tns» '■ \'y'  ■’  <l; : , : . ' 

Would  you  return  to  school  the  way  thsy  srs  nowf 
1 would  return  to  night  classes.  ; 'v!; 

Bow  dd  you  recret  harfeg  left  scheolT  . '* 


’•  4 *;>*%•- V’iT  •*.  .*  ^ ^ :v-Kt  -■  / 

to  Wske  yea  stay  In  schoolt 

^ «.'■  :y  yT  'i -*'‘.  '4  %?>*'■.:£,  / ? 'VjAWrJ'' i'-i'r'*'’1  ►.  : 

to  sta?  bnt  l didn't  want  to.vv 
' a ^vy.-, 

What  could  thsy  haws  douat  ••  . '• . . 

"vt 


-A  A • . i ’ - ^ v ; 
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<1 
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Q 
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What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  sake  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

; nothing.  >:V'V-  ’>  ■ , \ ] 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
" school?  Yy-".  ••  ^ 

Nothing.  : • ",  '• 

Would  you  like  to  return  to  school  anyway?  , 

Too  to  night  classes  not  during  the  day. 

What  do  you  nisa  the  nost  frow  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending?  ••• 

Ny  boyfriends  and  aqr  girlfriends.  ■ 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

1 would  have  register  again  to  go  to  school. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  achcol?  -v 
Just  go  register.  . 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

. no.  ;■/  . 

What  jingle  thing  or  ciccunotunce  eade  you  drop  school? 

I didn't  like  to  study  but  now  I do  think  I need  it. 

.Jfcat  would  result  If  you  would  return  to  school? 

Nothing  I would  *.et  e Job  and  go  to  collage.' 

■«  m row  r**l If  bottor  Off  alac*  1 iMi|  a<*oolT 

J;*  oo  wmy.  You  drop  School  and  too  ruin  tour  • 


mu  r - res.  - .'-/i'v?  v v . 


low  an  you  wont  off  since  leaving  school* 


■ * ;>  % . 


j*p|&  A'  1 don't  study  saywore.  ' ' C-f:*  ?X-  >■-  '-.‘l*  ? ■ 

!v>  ' . ;•  \ ■ 

Q :,I(  yo*  k*4  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 
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Coder  what  circunetencee  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop  ' 
school T <•  ..  ! 


Mot  under  any  clreuvataaces. 


. Bov  did  your  perenta  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  encourage  ne  they  told  ns  to  stay. 

Bov  did  your  pa rente  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  vented  vs  to  graduate  so  I could  have  a better  Job. 

What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  echool? 

1 don't  know.  ‘.s'  • • > .' 

If  yew  could  vork  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do  the  aoat?  >?y  ■ •.  . , 


I like  everything  aa  long  a 
Whet  would  you  like  to  be? 


1 would  like  to  be  a secretary  but  I can't  kecauae  I didn't  graduate 
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Q 

n A 

Q 

A 

Q 
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What  could  the  people  la  the  echoole  have  done  to  sake  you  so  to 

classes?  -v-V/m:.:.  :.;  ' v_.; 

I dropped  because  I vented  to  get  Berried.  .. 

Did  you  like  the  classes?  " j 
Tee  I liked  everything. 

Whet  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  sake  you  like  to 
go  to  school?  - 

1 don’t  have  anythin j against  the  school  everything  was  alright. 

What  vould  Save  to  be  done  In  th*  schools  before  you  vould  like  to 
return  to  school?  . 

Nothing.  . "".I  ■;  ’ >> 

Hoi.  dv'  you  regret  having  left  cchool? 

Getting  serried.-  ***-'-/•  > v'" *!•-  * ■ ■ ■ 

Do  yon  regret  having  left  school? 

Tea.  ' , ':r  , ''  , 

Bov?  ' '-'A  ' 'V  ‘ v. 

I would  have  finished  school. 


Miat  eoul4  your  parents  have  done  to  soke  you  stay  In  school? 


mfi?:  i>. 

m* 


,«  y. 

' \ |V 


/ * 


t don't  too*.  ’ A y'(:  • -y.;  * . ' ' 

Xe  then  anything  they  could  have  done?  V .-v 

ttajr  teld  aa  to  stay  ta school. 

tnwipte  hade  done  anything  to  sake  you  like  to  go  to  classes? 

: V • : 

:*t  |g*t  W*»  yws  vould  like  to' return  to  v 

^ ; U.r.  • ’-A-A^ 

«•»  be  ecdicolaayvsy?  ^ ! -A 


What  46  you  alee  the  ufdt  fro*  school  row  that  you  hart  stop  pod 
attaadlngt . 
- r r-H..  >'••• :■ 

I wi  uood  to  Krfylai.  Vv 


What  could  you  hot*  4*oo  to  stay  In  school? 

I would  bars  to  uk  my  husband  to  lot  m go  back. 

What  could  you  baud  4ooo  to  auy  in  school  before  you  dropped? 
Just  stay  la  school  and  aot  get  married. 

What  could  you  4o  now  to  return  to  school? 


Z still  Ilka  It.  but  Z dia't  know.  ' 

Mould  rou  go  to  day  diasses  or  night  classes? 

Dny 'classes.^; '>'•  ■!>  • V ; ' - ; • 

Za  there  anything  you  personally  need  boforo  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Mo.  -v- ■ fr-  <?}■';  * ■ ' 

What  nods  you  drop  school?  ‘ 

Cat  aarriad. 

W»an  did  you  drop  school?  ' * •’ 

lhan  the  sebaol  yaar  ended  bscauaa  1 got  aarriad  in  June. 

Mow  arm  yoa  hattar  off  sines  leering  school? 

X an  net  batter  off. 

How  you  worst  off  sines  lssrlng  school? 

Eoouldn*t  fladajsb.  •!-•• 

M.vv"v^  -V. >V5  £"■ 

K yon  had  to  do  it  all  orsr  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 


Oador  what 


do  you  bailers  srsry  student  should  drop 


T >e.  - _ * - __ 


~Cv?tr  v.*  •■■> 


** * .*W *£#,* v, ...■; 


«■*■**.-«■■  *•*  <*r '-"  ■* 


H«l||.  ** 

tv-£  Q • /••';>  • How  did  Mur  Mrnr«  :JL» -~ ' r'  • ^ ■ • • . . ' . 


Ijw  7<w  to  drop  school  T 


MWY-ysi^ Svvtf  •.'/••-•:^;.'v'v.  . r 
a*.  A ; • . :» .:  HMgr;4ite* t.; u ;4; ^ ?• •*/  •£ .-. f.*. 

^ ft  no*  did  peer  parents  discourses  you  to  dr«?  school? 


,•; . could  bt  dons 


to  h*lp  poo  return  to  school? 


■ ■ :lUy?  '““'T'**  **  “*u,t*»  »~  **‘,*d  t0  '*»<•“«  jou  lUn 

ft'*'  i ‘i  'V  i’  '*'  • vf  \<  'V'rj> 

■ p vV;  / 10  * *>c*t*0“1  ««*•  or  «OMthln«. 

\ : Vw;-  e--' : :••  -•  ■ - , 


to 


t " ' ' ' :'  . ’"■{/'  ■.-  ..  > S...  -J ;.  .S  ■ y ,'  ,,‘^V 

.^^ViV*  x>:;. 

HG&’’  ' •••>';  Vxv  :.  r».  >-vSi •■  ;, 


m 


-V=  , ' ‘ ••  v'-’-  v>~.  •:  *;  ••••;-•.  . ' . ■ 

ipivi  r*$i 'A  X*  ’ !iM ';  v-i;  Vv' 

^'i^t  v~  •*  ■ !*'.  -:  i; .>.;  •>  . v-  ‘ : ■.  : 

w&j-  * -V  '•  -/  *> v Vt^* •;•. 

^ si ■ £ .iV .'*  *<*  ' v,  .V,-'  » ■’  . .n’*  ’ 1 ' * ‘ J -.'■■■>  . * .■'*■* 
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:,'  Mist  could  the  people  In  Che  ocboole  have  do'ce  to  ueke  you  go  to 

■ cleeoeet  ?/.'Y  y;;Y.  ;V..v.  ;/,'..  V"-  '■  ... 

fc thing.  I don't  hnve  anything  to  e«y  about  the  teachers  or  anybody 
they  wore  all  very  nice  but  X got  married  and  I bad  to  drop  school. 

Miat  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  nako  you  like  to 
go  to  classes?  ,v  . -.  v ■ :Yy 


A ■ -lust  to  convince  ay  husband  to  let  me  go  because  he  doesn't  want 

ns  to  po,  •>. ; . ;';Y. 

. Q ’•  Did  ha  finish  school? 

A ; ■ *>.  '■  ...  /'Y  vi  t ;• 


> . . Q Uwt  would  have  to  be  dona  la  tha  schools  before  youv would  like  to 

,-Y'iv  - - vatuvn  to  school?  • 

•$' ■'  A hothlig  they  are  alright.  1 would  be  vary  glad  to  return  to  school. 

0\;r  Q ’>  • how  do  you  regrat  having  left  school? 

% A ■ Hall  because  ovary  place  X go  they  ask  you  for  the  diploan  and  if 

you  don't  have  It  they  wouldn't  give  you  the  job. 

. \y;j:  ;•  . .•  ; ...y  /'vY ■ 

’// , Q *»t  could  your  parents  have  dona  to  neks  you  stay  in  school? 

-4.  A ■ I don't  know. 

w-.  Q *»*t  vould  hava  to  happen  at  bone  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 

&/:.  . • school?  y . ...  \ r - 
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I don't  know. 
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fiS&F£  t * ’.v  ®»«W  you  do  aoaathiag  now  to  return  to  school? 

* \$} .•!••!  • •;•:;.••  '?•?•> •■.*.:'  r / - '''■- 

A '■  1 *«t  to  ratum  but  I turn  to  got  ay  huaband'a  permit • ion. 
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Is  Utere  anything  you  personally  nsod  bsfors  you  vould  like  to  return 
to  school?  •■•;'•■?  ■'■’;.V>'  'PT-V-  :■*•■:  ■;••  T..-  -’-  > v . r-*:'  -A-.:.-. ;■■■■'  .'■  ■ 


Wl 

pk.  « 
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Hist  single  thing  or  dreunstsnes  nods  you  drop  school? 

I got  serried.  . ■■•  V'X  {•'XX  V -1 


P%v  Q 


A 


isvv  Q 


Mten  did.  you  get  nstTled? 

I dropped  while  I waa  In  school  It  wee  during  the  Chrlstnes  holidays. 


t>t  grade  did  you  drop  school? 


12th. 


’ ft  . Vhst  would,  r 


■ tv.- 


Vhet  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 


■ft-?-  »-• 


jM&j,.  • •• 

mp:  * 


it  1 would  return  without  ay  husband's  permission  1 will  asks  hla 
angry  end  he  would  leave  ns. 


Vw  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

1 an  not  better  off  because  now  t here  to  do  ell  the  housework, 
■nr  are  yon  wo-st  off  since  leering  school? 


< r>yt-: 


Well  because  X know  atano  end  typing  and  1 have  not  practice  then  eo 
X dee't  think  I know  than  no*. 


If  yon  hod  to  do  It  oil  over  again  would  you  drop  achool  again? 


wfht'i’  Q • 


a ’'X''1'  ;:  ’IW  6fc<ui|adn,t'id»og  wUena  thay  are  nick  or' 


student  should  drop 


Like  that. 
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They  dldol t. 

What  could  be  dost  aw  to  help  you  return  to  school?  > 

I could  go  to  night  Utnei  but  I never  talk.  1 never  get  any 

■ information.  V;^  . .:.  .'■"••  • 

Would  your  husband  let  you  go?  'V', V--^ ;/  f v \ '■ 

Z think  so . Be  doesn't  let  ne  go  because  of  the  baby  he  doesn’t  want 
me  tc  leave  the  baby  alone.  ':^Hr  - ’•  v'V'  /,v;,7. 

1 cannot  taka  care  of  the  baby  because  I am  (tick.'  If  not 
? would  tak-y care  of  the  baby  so  aba  could  go  to  school.  ‘ 

If  you  mould  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

dot  ■"■'  v/‘:'X;X'  -1* 

Secretarial  work.  '•  •-.C  v-- f; 


..  .V  ' 

..■X  y-  «. 
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'•  Q . ■ 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  dons  to  sake  you  go  to 

- classes?  /v  " *:•  J ‘ - 

• ? ' ■ ■ -■ 

A 

Nothing.  • ; v v ••  ; ;V  '■ 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes?  . \ 

A 

Nothing,  everything  was  alright. 

<3 

Did  you  like  to  go  to  classes? 

A 

Yes.  '•  -./■  - v:\:>  : / •.  .*  . j"  / n ' 

Q 

Could  they  have  done  anything  to  make  you  like  it  more? 

A 

■ no.  \ --V:  ■ 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  In  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school?  / ■ '< 

A 

I wouldn't  change  then. 

Q 

Did  you  like  then  the  way  they  are? 

A 

Yea.  . V -v  V; 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  anyway? 

A 

No.  ' 

Q 

Do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

* 

Yes  because  if  I had  stayed  1 would  have  finished  school. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

*.  » \ •. . rj 

A 

Nottiing. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

They  wanted  me  to  go  to  school  so  I could  finish. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  t > 
school? 

A 

I don't  know. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  anyway? 

A 

No. 
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\ What  do  you  *1  ss  the  most  frou  school  now  that  you  havs  a topped 
: attending?  }-///.\\ y;V[  - ./■ 

• ■[!' '• ' a ; 

Nothing  everything  at  ill  the  seme. 

Q 

Did  you  visa  anything  Cron  school  after  you  dropped? 

A 

No v;r  -T-  r . . 

:P;]  q ' 

What  could  you  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

.<  . ' A 

Juat  keep  on  going  to  school?  y ; V \ 

q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing  I don1!:  know.  v A \>r 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

f;  •'  • A 

I don't  want  to  go  back.  I am  afraid  to  go  to  school. 

Q 

Why?  V/  ...  ‘ ; ‘ * *v  ; ' W ‘ • . . ; ' ■ 

A 

Because  I don’t  like  it  anymore.  1 am  too  old. 

• ••/.  * ' . . . * >v\  ~ *.v  r,  ’ v. 

Q 

Would  you  go  to  special  classes? 

• , <ri\  ; . . / V ••  " 

A 

I would  have  to  think  about  it. 

Q 

What  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

I couldn't  learn  anything.  I didn’t  try  to  study.  I studied  only 
when  I felt  like  doing  so  but  the  rest  of  the  time  I would  just  go 
to  play  around. 

Q 

_.j.  Whet  classes  did  you  like  in  school? 

A 

Ath  (rad*  because  1 had  a vary  nice  teacher. 

•;  q 

Wer*  the  other  teacher*  you  had  aean? 

A 

No  but  I Juat  couldn't  learn  with  the*. 

:H  ' q 

Nhat  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 

1 don't  know. 

, Q 

tf  you  would  return  to  school  wt.st  v'uld  result? 

A 

1 don't  know  1 will  feel  happy  that  I have  finished  achool. 

Q 

Bow  are  you  better  off  ainca  laavlnt  school? 

4eric 
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A 
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I cm  not  better  off  everything  still  the  same. 
How  ere  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I don't  know  how  to  spell.  - 


f 1 you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 


No, 


Under  what  circumstances  to  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
’ school?  K 7.*  ? •*  \ .-r  - . ; 

l don't  Ijiow,  •>; 

Do  you  think  everybody  should  drop  school? 

No.  * :r; ;-••••*•  ‘ : . ' ... 

. Under  any  circumstances? 

No,  • 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't,  , ■ 


How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

1 don't  know, 

i ■ 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  vhit  would  you  like  to 

do? 

. . J • . ■*■*'*.■  . 

I would  like  to  finiah  school  so  1 could  be  a cashier. 

She  never  liked  school  and  since  sle  lived  with  her  grand- 
parents wa  never  knew  how  ehe  waa  doing  in  school  because 
we  didn’t  see  her  report  cerd.  Her  ersndperente  had  her 
very  spoil  but  I couldn't  ssy  snything  because  they  are 
■y  husliwl’i  psrents  end  he  would  get  sngry  if  1 ssid 
anything.  Whenever  1 went  to  the  open  house  in  school 
the  teachers  would  elweye  tell  ee  thet  she  didn't  do 
eny thing  to  try  to  leern , eo  they  couldn't  do  eny thing 
- / to  help  her.  We  have  sons  ead  they  are  all  doing  very 
good  la  school.  I have  oaa  that  is  in  ths  9th  grade  end 
we  always  tell  hie  to  behave  sod  study  la  school  but  we 
coulda't  do  anything  with  her  because  ah*  didn't  liva 
with  ua.  This  boy  that  1 was  tell lag  you  about  he  ie 
•uppoeted  to  bo  la  the  10th  grade  right  now.  hot  he  had 
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a little  problea  with  a teacher*  One  day  he  forgot  to 
take  hit  pen  to  class.  This  was  the  first  time  that  had 
happen  because  we  always  try  to  give  the*  what  they  need. 
But  this  day  he  had  forgotten  the  pen,  so  the  teacher 
told  hla  that  If  his  father  went  to  work  without  any 
tools  and  he  didn't  say  anything.  Then  she  asked  another 
little  boy,  who  was  an  American,  and  he  didn't  have  his 
pen  and  the  teacher  didn't  say  anything  to  him.  So  my 
•or.  aAld  "why  don't  you  tell  hi*  anything  Is  it  because 
he  Is  an  American  and  I aa  a Mexican,  and  you  are  married 
to  an  American11  ao  the  teacher  took  hla  to  the  office 
and  they  celled  me* 4 And  the  teacher  said  that  ay  son 
always  went  to  school  without  paper  and  pen  and  I proved 
to  her  and  to  Mr.  Moreno  that  he  always  took,  everything 
but  that  he  had  forgotten  that  day*  So  we  argued  and 
they  told  me  to  leave  hla  in  school  but  I told  the*  that 
I was  going  to  take  hla  with  ae.  He  was  out  of  school 
for  a month  and  then  Hr.  Hlxon  came  to  talk  to  me.  I 
explained  the  situation  to  hla  and  he  said  to  send  hla 
to  school  because  he  bad  very  good  grades  he  had  A's 
and  B's.  • 
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v*.. 


What  could  tha  people  ir<  ths  schools  have  done  to  nake  you  go  to 
c leases?  -\\  .v 


Nothing  I didn't  want  to  go  because  I was  sick.  I couldn't  stand 
the  pain  anymore*  I had  kidney  Infect  ion k 1 had  to  go  to  Galveston 
to  see.  the  doctor,  '-V;:"'v 


Wliat  could  the  people  In  tha  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 


What  stopped  as  fro*  going  was  my  Illness  I wanted  to  finish  school 
and  go  to  college  at  least  one  year.  ' 


What  would  have  to  be  done  In  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Nothing.""  ..  * • 

Do  you  like  thee  the  way  they  are? 

Tea.  vV'.^  '■  • y\ . * 

In  what  ways  do  you  ragret  having  laft  school? 

I wight  need  ay  education  soaa  day. 


What  could  ycur  parents  have  done  to  rake  you  stay  in  school? 


They  did  all  they  covld. 


What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  nake  you  like  to  go  to  classes? 
They  did  their  beat  so  I could  keep  going  to  school. 


Whet  would  have  to  happen  at  hoae  bafore  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school?  - 

Nothing. 


Would  you  ratum  to  school  anyway  If  you  could? 

Of  course.  *' 

What  do  you  wise  the  wost  from  school  nov  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

/ 

My  friends  and  tha  clsases. 

Ifcat  could  you  hava  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Tty  ay  beat  to  keep  on  going  to  school. 


■ '.xi- ,l; il ^ ’--^j '- ; - ^ .-.  - ,•  ; 

.•  •£. ^V&  ^ ^vv^^-v^.-.:, ' -t* -'•>-^:  ’ -: 

#^;?-^1:'->-^.Wh*^  c^*  you  do  now  to  return  to  school?  ' /.  ;-\.V 

A &>.  b*ck  to  school  .',^:Ji';  ^•'H^^0^^:'C^:V-A;''vi;^’ • ' ; ‘ ' ’ 


V v^y:,^’  * :^:'v/.  * 

'■;■  > ; ' ; . "'  > "y  . ■ i >r^,  ,. 

V ’ .."  ;■'  ;'  '■  \ ■ °, 

v : ‘ . - ' ■ ■ V.-:-  .*■•  ■ .■  ■- 


;.  ^ ' .:  18  there  .anything  you  personally  need  before 

. ' . W teturn  to  school?  • y-\:‘.:y:.\w-‘ 


you  would  like  to 
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. What  Mdt  you  drop  school?  J 

Slokueso,  ’; - ;..  - '•'•  - . --,;V*4,  ^;V.'v 

Wh*t  grade  did  you  drop  achool? 
llrh  grade  lag t year. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

Fiolah  school  and  go  to  college  one  year. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  achool?  * 

I am  better  off  in  school  than  out  of  achool. 
fiov  are  you  iorat  off  since  leaving  achool? 

In  the  studies.: 

If  you  had  to  do  It  ell  over  again  would  you  drop  school  agAin? 
No. 

UchoJlf41  ClrCU“Unc*«  * *ou  believe  every  student  should  drop 

% 

They  shouldn't  drop. 

Under  any  circumstances? 

Nut  undsr  sny  circumstances. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

Ihey  wanted  ae  to  stay  in  school. 

.tew  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  discourage  ae. 

What  could  ba  dona  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

Nothing.  75l 
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Q ..V'’"'  could  the  people  in  the 

classes? 

Z/ ' A ' nothing. 

:;V  • Q • What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school?  / - " 

V-;. ; : A Nothing/  •/. 

Q Did  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

. A No,  I didn't*  v . , 

■’  ' ■ ••  - - : *■.; ! ';;/■/  • ' • • 

\ ■ Q What  could  they  have  done  to  make  you  like  it? 

" A Nothing  because  I didn't  like  it. 

V ■ ' - ■ ■ 

Q What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school?  ' , 


schools  have  done  to  make  you 


0 


A I would  like  to  go  to  school  because  I think  they  are  nice  but  1 

don’t  have  a father.  Well,  I do  but  he  doesn't  live  with  us,  and 
^ I htcve  to  work  because  I am  the  only  one  that  could  work* 

!vV  . ■ ./  : *■  "/■  V ‘ y.  Yi  . •>.  J * -1*.  ’ , - * ’A'  \~- 

/?;'  Q Would  you  change  the  schools  in  any  way? 

A No.  ' 

' Q In  what  ways  do  you  regret  v ivlng  left  school? 

A Because  when  1 look  for  s job  it  is  kind  of  hard  because  you  need 

/ the  education. 

/»;  Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  aake  you  stay  in  school? 

• A I don't  think  they  could  have  done  anything. 

i*  Q ; What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school?' 

A Nothing  because  1 think  my  mother  did  all  she  could. 

Q ’ What  would  have  to  happen  et  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school?  . 

: ’ Uv:  ' - ■ ' . • • / * , • 

/ A if  m/  father  was  living  with  us  it  would  be  different  because  he  could 

< work  and  1 could  go  to  school . 


Q What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 

attending? 

A Ny  friends. 
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What  could  you  personally  have  don*  to  atoy  In  school? 


Mr* 


Nothing  because  I m th*  only  ona  and  If  I don't  work  who  would 
support  my  author,  so  there  Is  no  way  but  I wish  I could  go. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  roturn  to  school? 

Nothing.  -■  V-''. . 


Q Is  there  anything  you.' personally  noad  before  you  would  like  to 

roturn  to  school?  - ••  i 

A • Z need  aooey.  ,t*-; 

Q . What  single  thing  or  clrcunstance  nade  you  drop  school? 

A Hall,  like  1 said  before  I don't  have  a father  and  I have  to.  work. 

Q What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school. 

. A : I will  probably  have  seasons  to  help  ne. 

Q What  would  result  If  you  would,  return  to  school? 

A I think  I would  finish  school. 

Q > In  what  ways  are  you  really  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A . 1 don't  think  I an  better  off. 

Q In  what  ways  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A Because  I need  Siy  education  to  get  a good  job. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  It  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A I guess  so. 


Q (Mar  what  clrcunstaoces  do  you  believe  everyone  should  drop  school? 

A '.1  don't  think  everyone  should  drop. 

Q.  Under  any  circunetancea? 

A No. 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A they  told  aa  It  was  for  ny  own  good  that  1 didn't  go  to  school. 
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Bow  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  never  did,  >t'c'  ' -‘  7';  77":.  ‘ \ ■ ■■  ■'.  N-;. 

^ ***^i&'^  -V;.;  ; 7 / 

Uhgt  could  anyone,  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

We  need  sqm  help,  ’> 

Whet  kind  of  help?  v/:v.\ 

1 could  go  to  night  deeses  end  work  during  the  day. 

Would  you  consider  going  to  night  classea? 

Tee,  / '--[-v- . 7;7^j7;:7  o^V:7V  ...  7.-  7: 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  vented  to  vhat  would  you  like  to 

do?  ^ • \ ‘V-  ' V ^ ''v7./j  './■  *■;'  - •/. 
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A nurse. 
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■ M'**t  could  ths  people  In  the  schools  have  dona  to  make  you  go  to 
' claaaaaT  •;  . > ;•  . 

-I  Juat  wantad  to  drop.'".  • . • 

Miat  could  the  paopla  in  the  schools  have  dona  to  sake  you  stay 
In  school? 

, Nothing,  because  I was  thinking  of  getting  married. 

Could  the  paopla  in  the  schools  have  dona  anything  to  make  you  like 
. tc>  go  to  school? 

< 1 don't  think  so. 

Did  you  like  to  go  to  ocbool? 

tas  but  my  husband  would  not  let  me  go  back  again. 

Could  the  paopla  in  the  schools  have  dona  something  to  make  you  like 
> to  go?  . , 

Too  lot  me  go  to  school . 

IfcmJ  would  hava  to  be  dona  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to  * 
return  to  school?  :v 


To  let  me  go. 


Mould  you  go  during  the  day  or  night? 

Whatever  it  is  possible  for  me  to  do. 

Would  you  return  to  achocl  if  this  happened? 

Yes. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

2 didn't  finish  school,  ■ 

*****  could  your  parents  have  dons  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 
Hf  parents  could  hava  convinced  me  to  etay  in  school? 

Would  you  haw  stayed?  '■*  ’ 

l think  so.  ‘ .< 


What  could  your  psrsnts  have  dome  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  echool? 
If  they  had  ample lead  to  mn  hoir much  2 wms  going  to  need  school. 


I 


•Y^;Y-Cv  *17-60  V ^ : .j  : v ~>v  ''.•••  . • ., 

•:'  :T:  '.  •.  " ;•-  ; .[*■  V:'-'!:  ...  V^:\-  ■ ki*,l 

• >•  -. •"<  '• . • • " tv'-  :••?;:  ■■:■:■** .;  '•"<  • . .-  ’-'  ,•  VK/::  •.  -v,' .->..•  <VY'-v : is  l»  ••- 

■ ' - ,vy ••'*•.'•  •.  ••'•••  •-*'<.  ;:Y::n  •;■  ;■  r*  ...  •■ 

W-  o 'V'’-  ■ Dld  MtpUln  to  #out  ' 


I 


: ■}  Th«jr  didn't  mat  to  go  to  school  because  they  knew  that  I 

•"•  wanted  to  gat  ■arrlsd,  and  they  thought  it. was  better  for  ae 

& ""Vv^'.-rv  .;?  help  then  a little  before  I got  awnrftad.  \\  ■ 
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Would  you  return ^to  school  during  the  day  or  night? 
1 could  go  at  night* 

Would  you  return  to  school  any  way? 

Yes. 


What  do  you  alas  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 

attending?  \ '•  . ■V.-'-*. 


I liked  it  very  much. 

What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 
If  I wanted  I would  have  gone  to  night  classes. 

What  could  you  have  done  before  you  dropped  school? 


I would  have  stayed  in  school.  I couldn’t  have  done  anything  because 
1 didn’t  have  any  other  thought  but  that  one. 


What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

If  I could  work  during  the  day  and  go  to  school  at  night. 


Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 


Ho. 


What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 


I thought  it  waa  better  to  drop  so  I could  help  my  parents  before 
getting  married. 


Why  did  you  drop? 


I thought  of  helping  ay  parents  at  least  five  months  before  getting 
married. 


In  what  ways  do  you  really  feel  that  you  are  better  of*  since  leaving 
school? 


1 had  not  worked  until  I got  in  the  N.Y.C.  *ni  I have  been  working  for 
six  months  here. 


S23 


r : *■'  « \‘i  tS  \ i- i V : . ..  '* -■  J*i-1  ■' 


, 757 


F 17-60 


3 


Are  you  better  off  in  everything? 

Yes . 

In  what  ways  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

Because  1 don't  read  what  I am  supposed  to  read  or  what  I used  to 
read  in  school ■ 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

No . 

unde/  what  circumstances  do  you1  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school?  * 

When  it  is  necessary  when  thetrj parents  cannot  support  them. 

Do  you  think  that  going  to  work  is  a good  reason  for  dropping  school? 

Yes  because  if  the  family  is  too  big  one  must  drop  so  that  the  rest 
can  keep  on  with  their  education. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  schooL? 

They  just  told  me  to  drop  so  I could  help  them  a little  bit  because 
1 was  getting  married*  We  used  to  go  up  north. 

What  kind  of  grades  did  you  get  when  you  were  in  school? 

Bt  s and  C' s 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  just  told  me  that  if  1 was  going  to  get  married  it  was  better  to 
drop.  My  mother  wanted  me  to  stay  but  my  father  didn’t. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

If  I wanted  to  go. 

Would  you  like  to  go  to  night  classes? 

Yes . 

If  you  could  ‘work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to  do 
WTorking  in  an  office. 

Doing  what? 

Typing  and  filing.  . O 
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Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 

classes? 

A Nothing. 

Q What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 

go  to  classes? 

A Nothing. 

Q Do  you  like  school  the  way  it  is? 

A Yes , 

Q What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 

return  to  school? 

A Nothing  I like  them  the  way  they  are. 

Q Would  you  return  to  school  if  you  could? 

A No. 

Q Why? 

A I don't  know  I have  missed  a lot  of  school  (1  year). 

Q Would  you  like  to  return  to  school? 

A Maybe. 

Q In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A Sometimes  1 regret  it  because  1 like  school. 

Q In  what  ways  do  you  regret  it? 

A I don't  have  a~  answer  for  that. 

Q Why  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 1 regret  it  because  I would  have  liked  to  learn  more. 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A Nothing. 

Q What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A Nothing. 
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Q What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school? 

A Nothing. 

Q What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 

attending? 

A Probably  the  classes. 

Q What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A Nothing* 

Q What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school?  Could  you  have  done 

anything  now? 

A Yes. 

Q What  could  you  do? 

A Study  and  work. 

Q Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school? 

A No. 

Q What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A First  because  I got  tired.  You  see,  I have  a feet  problem  and  1 get 

tired  very  fast. 

Q What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A Nothing. 

Q What  would  result  if  you  returned  to  school? 

A It  would  be  strange  for  me. 

Q In  what  ways  are  you  really  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A I am  still  the  same. 

Q In  what  ways  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A I am  not  better  off  in  education  nor  in  health  I even  think  i am  worst. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A I think  that  everything  is  alright  at  home  I would  stay  in  school. 
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n Under  what  circumstances  da  yea  believe  every  student  should  drop 

school ? 

A Manv  students  prefer  to  work  to  help  their  families. 

Q L)o  you  think  that  is  a good  reason  for  dropping  school? 

A Of  course, 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn’t  they  wanted  me  to  finish. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn’t  discourage  me. 

Q What  could  he  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A I would  be  ok  if  they  would  give  me  work  after  school . 

Q Did  you  ever  apply  in  any  of  the  programs  to  get  work  after  school; 

A Yes  we  applied  in  the  N.Y.C.  and  went  over  there  to  talk  to  them  but 

they  never  called  me. 

q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do?* 

A I would  like  to  work  in  a clinic  helping  the  little  kids  that  are 

sick  helping  them  to  learn  how  to  read. 

Q if  you  could  chose  any  profession  what  would  you  chose  to  do? 

A A nurse. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school ? 

A 

Nothing . 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

A 

No  thing . 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing . 

Q 

Do  you  like  schools  the  way  they  are? 

A 

I never  liked  school.  I couldn’t  learn  anything. 

Q 

Why  didn't  you  learn? 

A 

I don’t  know.  1 never  tried  right  I wanted  to  learn  but  I never 
learned  anything. 

Q 

Is  there  any  specific  reason  why  you  didn't  like  to  go  to  school?  Did 
something  happened? 

A 

No,  I never  liked  school. 

Q 

Did  you  ever  talk  to  the  teachers  to  see  if  they  could  help  you? 

A 

Yes  but  I couldn’t  learn. 

Q 

Do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

Yes . 

Q 

In  what  ways? 

A 

Because  I didn't  learn  anything. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

Nothing . 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

Nothing.  * 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school ? 

A 

Nothing. 

o 
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Would  you  like  to  go  to  school  during  the  day  or  night? 

Night. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Nothing . 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

I don  1 1 know. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

No. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school?  . 

Because  I didn't  like  school  and  just  couldn't  learn. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

If  1 go  I wouldn’t  learn  anything. 

Are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

No. 

In  what  ways  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

In  looking  for  a job  because  I cannot  find  a job. 

if  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

No,  I don't  think  so. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school ? 

No,  they  shouldn't  drop. 

Under  any  circumstances? 

No. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 
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A They  didn't. 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A Nothing. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Secretary. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

Nothing  because  it  was  me  who  made  up  my  mind. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

nothing  I like  school  as  it  is  right  now. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
ret  lrn  to  school? 

They  are  alright . 

Would  you  return  to  school  right  now  the  way  they  are? 

Yes  I would. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I didn’t  get  my  diploma  and  as  a result  I cannot  get  a good  job. 
What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

They  try  to  talk  me  out  of  leaving  school. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
Nothing  I wanted  to  stay  in  school  but  I just  couldn't. 

Why  not? 

I was  going  to  get  married. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

I would  have  to  have  enough  money  so  I could  afford  It  and  ask  my 
mother  to  take  care  of  the  baby. 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  was  done? 

Yes . 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  .school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
at  tenting? 

Everything  I miss  school  itself,  school  kids,  and  the  teachers. 
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could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school  ; 

Foiling  1 just  had  to  quit  school  because  1 had  to  go.  . lied. 
What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

I would  have  to  have  someone  to  take  care  of  the  baby  before  I w 
return  to  school. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Money  - 

What  single  thing  or  ci rcucns tance  nade  you  drop  school? 

I had  to  drop  school  because  1 had  to  get  married. 

What  would  result  If  you  would  recurn  to  school? 

I would  get  my  diploma. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

I am  not. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I couldn't  do  all  the  things  I always  wanted  to  do. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

I wouldn't. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

If  they  were  in  the  same  situation  1 was,  but  I feel  that  everyone 
should  stay. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn’t  want  me  to  drop  school. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  told  me  that  I was  going  to  need  my  high  school  diploma. 
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q What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A Just  try  to  go  and  save  money  so  I could  go. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to  do 

A 1 would  like  to  teach. 

Q At  what  level? 

A Junior  high  or  high  school. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  nvikt..  you  go  to 
classes?  Is  there  anything  they  could  have  don  *? 

A 

No. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  uone  to  nuke  ; ou  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

A 

Yet,  they  could  have  teach  me  all  the  subjects  so  I «.ould  get  interested 
in  the  classes. 

Q 

Did  they  teach  you  right? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

A 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  y>  hi  like  to 

return  to  school? 

Keep  teaching  what  they  were  teaching. 

q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

t 

Yes . 

Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

1 don ' t regret  it. 

Q 

In  any  way? 

A 

Yes  I do  because  I like  to  learn  more  but  I started  to  work. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

To  tell  me  to  stay. 

Q 

If  they  had  done  this  would  you  have  stayed  in  school? 

A 

Yes . 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  classes? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school ? 

A 

If  they  would  tell  me  to  go. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

A 

Yes . 
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Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stoppeu 
attending? 

A 

The  studies  because  I really  liked  to  study. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Keep  studying. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

Stop  working  or  go  to  night  classes  and  work  during  the  day. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  schocl? 

A 

Clothes  . 

q 

WTiat  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

My  economic  situation. 

Q 

What  wouldresult  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 

I would  have  a better  education  and  a better  chance  to  get  a better 
job. 

Q 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

I am  not  better  off. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

Well  because  now  that  I am  working  I am  just  thinking  in  what  I am 
doing  and  I am  forgetting  all  the  things  from  school. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

No. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

A 

If  they  are  poor  and  don't  have  what  they  need  to  go  to  school. 

Q 

Do  you  think  that  by  dropping  school  they  would  be  better  off? 

A 

No  but  at  least  they  are  working. 

Q 

Do  you  think  that  it  is  very  easy  for  them  to  find  a job  after  they 
drop? 
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A No. 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A No  they  didn't  encourage  me. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't  hut  our  economic  situation  requires  for  me  to  work  so  I 

could  provide  what  I needed  because  ny  mother  couldn't  give  me  what 
I wanted . 

Q Do  you  have  a father? 

A No. 

Q How  many  are  there  in  your  family? 

A Five. 

Q What  could  be  done  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A To  give  me  an  opportunity  to  go  to  school. 

Q Would  you  go  to  day  or  night  classes? 

A Night  classes  so  I could  work  during  the  day. 

Q If  you  cculd  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Bookkeeper  because  that  is  what  I studied  in  school. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

They  treated  me  right-  I didn't  have  anything  against  the  schools 
I just  got  tired  of  going  to  school. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

I don't  think  they  could  have  done  anything  because  I just  didn't 
have  any  interest  in  going. 

Could  they  have  done  anything? 

If  I had  had  any  hopes  of  getting  a scholarship  so  that  I could  go  to 
college  and  finish  school  but  since  I didn't  have  any  hopes,  I decided 
to  drop  and  get  married. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go 
to  classes  ? 

I liked  to  go  but  they  couldn't  have  done  much. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Nothing  1 couldn't  return  anyway  because  1 have  family  of  my  own . So 
even  if  I wanted  to  I couldn't. 

Would  you  change  anything  in  the  schools? 

I don't  know. 

Do  you  like  them  the  way  they  ai e now? 

Yes  but  sometimes  the  persons  cannot  understand. 

What  do  you  mean  by  persons? 

The  students. 

What  is  keeping  you  from  going  to  school? 

The  family. 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I have  always  liked  school  but  studying  and  studying  I just  got  tired. 
Do  you  regret  having  left  school? 
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A 

Yes  but  now  I have  a Job  and  it  is  not  so  hard  as  in  the  beginning. 

Q 

You  said  that  you  did  regret  having  left  school  now  do  you  regret  it? 

A 

Well,  I would  have  finish  school  and  go  to  college  but  I knew  that 
1 couldn't  go  because  my  family  never  had  enough  money. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

They  could  have  done  a lot  of  things,  they  could  have  sent  me  to  school 
but  they  couldn't  because  of  the  economic  situation  they  could  sent  me 
to  high  school  but  not  to  college. 

Q 

What  do  you  mean  theycould  have  done  a lot  of  things? 

A 

Well  they  could  find  a way  to  sent  me  to  college. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

If  my  parents  have  done  something.  They  didn't  force  me  much  because 
I had  always  been  a good  student  and  as  a result  I started  to  lose 
interest  in  school. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  heme  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school ? 

A 

Change  my  economic  situation. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

I had  a few  friends.  I did  just  what  the  teachers  told  me  to  so  I 
really  don't  miss  anything. 

Q 

What  kind  of  grades  did  you  get? 

A 

A ' s and  B 1 s . 

Q 

Did  you  ever  play  hookie  when  you  were  in  school? 

A 

No,  I was  absent  most  of  the  time  because  of  sickness  or  something 
more  important  but  1 never  played  hookie. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

I always  had  too  much  work  to  do  from  school  and  at  home  and  I was 
getting  behind  because  I didn't  d;>  my  homework  because  1 didn’t  have 
time  and  more  and  more  homeworks  and  1 Just  stayed  behind.  If  I had* 
not  had  problems  at  home  I would  have  stayed  and  tried  to  do  my  best. 
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What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

I could  go  to  night  classes  but  it  is  going  to  be  hard  because  X am 
working  and  the  baby  couldn't  stay  alone  and  I don't  have  anyone 
to  take  care  of  her. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 

to  school? 

If  the  economic  situation  would  change  and  I have  someone  to  take  care 
of  the  baby. 

Did  your  husband  finish  school? 

No,  he  dropped  from  the  7th  grade. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I lost  interest  in  school  1 was  in  a higher  level  and  the  work  was 
getting  harder  and  harder  and  then  my  husband  asked  me  to  marry  him 
and  so  I did. 

What  happen  in  school  that  made  you  iose  interest  in  school? 

The  classes  were  too  hard  for  me. 

Did  you  understand  when  they  explained  in  class? 

I couldn't  un^irstand  the  English  classes.  The  teacher  would  explain 
in  such  a w that  I couldn't  understand  them.  Then  thjy  would  ask 
me  questions  about  literature  and  J was  behind.  I always  had  good 
grades  I guess  that  is  why  I had  a higher  level  but  I just  couldn't 
do  the  work. 

Did  this  happen  in  all  your  classes? 

Yes  except  in  Spanish  because  I always  hpd  good  grades  I was  taking 
classes  with  the  juniors  and  seniors. 

Did  you  ever  ask  the  teachers  to  explain  something  you  didn't  understand? 
No  because  I never  liked  to  ask  questions. 

What  circumstance  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

I would  have  a better  education. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

I am  not  better  off  much  but  when  you  drop  you  always  try  to  be 
successful  and  >ou  might  do  it  if  you  are  lucky. 


539 

77  J 


F19-65 


4 


Are  you  better  off  in  any  way? 

I don  1 1 think  so . 

How  are  you  worst  off?  Are  you  better  off  in  everything? 

Before  I wasn't  but  you  try  and  you  can  advance.  I didn't  have 
any  hopes  to  get  a job  and  now  I am  working. 

How  are  you  better  off? 

At  the  beginning  we  went  to  Houston  and  we  were  working  alright  but 
we  couldn’t  live  over  there  so  we  came  back.  He  didn't  have  a job 
for  two  months  so  our  situation  was  very  tight  and  then  with  Mr. 
Garcia's  help  he  got  a job  and  I did  too. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

I don't  think  so  sometimes  I feel  like  going  back  and  sometimes  I 
don' t know. 

Would  you  drop  school  again? 

If  I would  have  known  I would  have  waited  for  my  husband  to  have  a 
better  opportunity  to  get  a job. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school ? 

I don't  think  that  there  Is  any  unless  they  have  io  help  an  old  person 
that  is  sick  and  cannot  work. 

Do  you  think  that  is  a good  reason  for  dropping  school? 

Not  a very  good  one  because  they  could  go  to  night  classes. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  say  anything.  My  father  doesn’t  live  here  he  lives  in 
San  Antonio.  They  are  not  divorced  or  separated  but  he  didn't  know 
how  ve  behaved  here,  and  my  mother  she  knew  that  we  were  good  students 
that  is  why  she  never  said  anything. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

No  they  didn't  say  anything  they  told  me  to  stay  in  school  but  they 
didn’t  insist  much  so  I didn’t  pay  much  attention. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

Just  to  have  a better  economic  situation. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  tJ  what  would  you  like  to  do? 
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A Work  in  an  office. 

q You  said  you  wanted  to  go  to  college  what  did  you  want  to  study? 

A Secretary  or  bookkeeper. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

A 

They  kind  of  make  ire  feel  that  school  vas  good  but  I had  to  drop. 
Lots  of  boys  and  girls  told  me  that  they  would  promote  you  if  you 
had  good  grades  and  1 had  good  grades  I only  had  one  D but  I always 
picked  it  up  before  the  year  was  over  and  they  never  promoted  me. 

Q 

What  school  were  you  in? 

A 

Christen . 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes?  Did  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

Yes . 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  tc 
go  to  school  more? 

A 

They  were  teaching  me  more  of  the  things  I liked  like  math,  English, 
spelling  science  and  everything  else. 

Q 

What  do  you  mean  that  they  would  promte  you  if  you  had  good  grades? 
Who  told  you  that? 

A 

Everyone  including  the  teachers  that  they  would  go  from  room  to  room 
and  if  by  the  middle  of  the  year  you  still  had  good  grades  they  would 
promote  you. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

That  whatever  they  say  to  keep  their  word. 

Q 

What  do  you  mean  by  that? 

A 

Well  like  if  they  said  that  they  were  going  to  promote  you  at  the 
half  of  the  year  to  do  it. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

A 

Yes  I would. 

Q 

In  vhat  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school?  Do  you  regret  having 
left  schoo 1 ? 

A 

Yes  I do. 

Q 

In  what  ways? 

A 
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not  going  to  help  me  in  any  way. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  nake  you  stay  in  school? 

They  still  want  me  to  go  to  school  but  since  they  say  that  I had 
good  grades  they  should  promote  me.  My  mother  always  said  why 
they  didn't  promote  me  I had  good  grades  and  that  they  didn’t  keep 
their  word  and  that  I might  as  well  drop  out. 

Did  you  ever  talked  to  the  principal  or  the  teachers  about  this? 

I didn't  see  any  use  in  it.  When  I was  in  Florida  1 talked  to  the 
principal  and  he  promoted  me  but  the  second  time  I went  to  talk  to 
him  he  said  it  was  better  for  me  to  stay  in  the  same  grade  to  see 
if  I could  be  promoted.  I was  promoted  and  my  mother  thought  it  would 
be  better  if  I didn't  talk  to  the  principal  because  he  would  not  promote 
me . 


What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 
Nothing. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  tc 
school ? 

Nothing . 

Would  you  return  to  school  eventhough  nothing  had  to  happen  at  home? 

*es . 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped  attending? 
Math  and  science. 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

Mostly  nothing. 

What  do  you  mean  by  that?  Could  you  have  done  anything? 

No. 


What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Talk  to  my  parents  and  if  they  say  it  is  better  for  me  to  go  back 
maybe  I would  return. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Yes,  confidence  in  them. 
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What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

Because  they  said  that  they  were  going  to  promote  them  but  they 
didn’t  also  we  used  to  go  up  north  and  they  would  promote  me  over 
there  and  when  I came  back  they  would  place  me  back  in  a lower  grade. 

During  what  month  did  you  go  up  north? 

During  April. 

What  month  did  you  come  back? 

W'e  usaully  came  back  in  October. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

Maybe  I would  finish  school  and  go  to  college. 

In  what  ways  are-you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

In  no  way. 

In  what  ways  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I am  not  better  off. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I need  school.  If  I had  finish  I could  go  to  college  and  get  a better 
job . 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  agai::  would  you  drop  school  again? 

Yes . 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

I don’t  think  they  should  drop. 

Under  any  circumsranr es? 

Yes . 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

I would  still  be  in  the  same  grade  because  we  vent  back  to  the  school 
and  Lhey  said  they  would  promote  me  and  they  never  did  ao  my  parents 
told  me  to  drop.  ^ 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

Once  they  tried . 
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Q What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A First  I would  like  to  talk  to  my  parents  and  if  they  think  I should 

go  back  I would. 

Q Would  you  like  to  go  to  day  or  night  classes? 

A My  parents  would  think  that  night  classes  are  better  because  we  have 

lots  of  bills  and  by  the  time  my  father  pays  all  of  them  we  only  have 
about  $16  or  $20  left. 

Q Would  you  like  to  go  to  night  classes? 

A If  my  father  thinks  it  is  ok  I would. 

Q What  would  you  prefer? 

A Day  classes. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A I would  like  to  teach  the  mentally  retarded  children. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

A 

Nothing . 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

A 

Nothing  because  they  all  told  me  to  stay  in  school  but  I wasn’t 
interested  in  school  anymore. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

If  the  students  had  the  sane  age  because  you  feel  bed  when  you  are 
with  kids  younger  than  you  are. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

A 

Yes . 

Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

In  nany  ways  because  I don’t  have  an  education  and  you  cannot  get  a 
good  paying  job  because  you  need  a good  education. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

They  did  all  they  could  they  wanted  me  to  stay. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

Nothing  they  did  what  they  could. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 

school? 

A 

Before  we  needed  everything.  I could  return  if  they  had  all  they 
needed  as  they  did  when  I was  working  but  now  I don't  know  because 
I just  got  married. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

A 

Yes . 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
at  t ending? 

A 

The  good  times  we  had  in  school.  All  the  teachers  were  very  nice. 

Q 
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Lamar . 

What  could  you  have.  done  to  stay  in  school? 

I could  have  thought  better  about  everything  before  I drop.  Every tiling 
seemed  ve r y l a sy  t o r me . 

Were  you  working  when  you  drop  school  ? 


What  couLd  y-'U  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Nothing  because  I would  like  to  return  to  school  but  it.  oil  depends 
on  me. 

Is  thare  anything  ynu  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school ‘ 

No,  1 don't  think  so. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

No  t k now  i ng  t \ ow  to  t h i nk  h otter. 

Did  you  talk  to  any  counselor  in  school? 

No,  I never  ’hough:  of  hew  L ] vas  going  to  need  school. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

Everything  would  be  better.  I would  finish  schorl  and  get  a better 
job  because  I have  never  thought  of  going  to  college. 

In  what  ways  ur*  ;e.i  better  off  since  leaving  s'  ? 

I an  not  better  off. 

In  what  wavs  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

In  everything. 

Could  vuu  give  us  n example? 

because  1 cannot  answer  many  things  that  1 didn’t  learn  in  school  . i:i«i 
sometimes  I am  embarrassed  because  T don’t  know  what  they  are  t-air  i n c 
about . 

Was  it  easy  for  you  to  find  a job? 

No. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  )oa  drop  school  again? 
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A No. 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  everyone  should  drop  school? 

A They  shouldn't  drop  under  any  c i reums t ances . 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn T t . 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  orop  school? 

A They  told  me  I was  going  to  regret  it  later  on  because  school  was  very 

important  and  that  I wasn't  going  to  get  a good  job. 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A ?<othing  if  I want  to,  I would  go  back. 

Q Would  you  go  to  day  or  night  classes? 

A Night. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  any  tiling  you  wanted  to  vhat  w'ould  you  like  to 

do? 

A I wTould  J ike  to  be  a teacher’s  aide. 

Q Hdw  long  was  it  after  you  drop  that  you  realize  you  had  made  a mistake 

by  dropping  school? 

A Not  very  long  time  but  I didn’t  think  of  going  back  because  all  my 

friends  had  been  promoted  and  I didn't  want  to  go  back. 
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The  only  reason  was  that  she  got  married  that  is  why  she  dropped. 
The  other  day  they  called  me  about  my  boy,  Gerardo,  who  had  been 
going  out  of  classes  for  15  days  and  they  had  not  called  me.  1 
think  that  is  very  wrong  because  they  should  let  the  parent  know 
about  this.  We  thought  it  was  not  convinient  for  him  or  for  us 
to  let  him  stay  in  that  school  so  we  took  him  out  and  put  him  in 
a Catholic  school.  There  if  he  is  absent  the  sister  would  call 
me  right  away  and  ask  me  why  he  didn't  go  to  school.  I then 
would  explain  to  them.  But  in  the  public  schools  they  wait  15 
or  16  days  to  let  you  know  the  boy  was  missing  a lot  of  school. 

He  got  out  from  the  6th  grade  from  the  public  school  and  entered 
St.  Augustine  again  and  did  very  good  in  the  7th  grade  and  was 
promoted  to  the  8th  grade.  They  are  always  reporting  to  you  if 
he  goes  or  if  he  doesn't  go. 

What  do  y u think  you  should  answer  to  help  c..her  students.  It  is 
not  going  to  hurt  you? 

Yes  I know  but  1 don't  have  any  answers  for  some  questions.  l.iko 
the  first  one  "what  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to 
make  you  go  to  school?"  They  couldn't  have  done  anything  because 
I don’t  have  anything  against  the  teachers  or  anything  I just 
dropped  because  I wanted  to  get  married.  I was  doing  alright  in 
school , 

Do  you  understand  that  we  have  to  ask  all  these  questions  because 
there  are  a lot  that  play  hookie  and  don’t  go  because  they  don’t 
want  to? 

If  the  teachers  had  a lot  interest  the  students  would  notice  and 
they  would  tell  them  that  if  they  didn't  go  to  school  something 
was  going  to  happen  and  they  would  go  to  classes  but  they  would 
not  go  to  study.  Some  play  hookie  because  th^y  are  scared,  others 
because  they  don't  know  how  to  study,  others  because  they  are 
scared  to  take  the  tests  because  they  didn't  study.  The  teachers 
always  make  differences  because  some  are  more  itelllgent  and  the 
other  students  are  not  good  in  class,  so  the  student  doesn't  care. 
The  teacher  would  put  more  attention  to  the  more  Intelligent  or  to 
the  best  dressed  or  the  one  that  has  more  money. 

1 heard  the  other  day  a comment  from  a student.  I don't  like  that 
class  because  the  teacher  doesn't  even  care,  if  they  take  or  not 
their  homework,  others  start  talkirg  and  that  Is  not  right  because 
that  is  the  teachers  fault. 

hike  this  class  I used  to  have  this  class  in  Martin  High  with  this 
old  teacher  and  she  used  to  spenJ  a lot  of  time  just  talking  to 
^teJents  that  would  come  in, 

Thf t is  the  mrin  reason  why  we  are  asking  these  questions  to  see 
why  students  drop  school . 
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I have  this  gir 1 that  used  to  say  that  the  Leacher  never  checked 
their  homework  so  why  give  her  homework.  If  the  student  is  going 
to  have  a hard  time  doing  the  homework  at  night  and  the  next  day 
they  wouldn’t  even  ask  for  it,  they  would  lose  all  interest  in  the 
classes. 

Also  at  home  they  never  asked  then  how  they  are  doing. 

I always  told  my  father  how  I was  doing  and  show  him  my  grades  and 
my  notebooks  eventhough  he  never  asked  me  because  lie  knew  I always 
studied . 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done,  to  make  you  go  to 
school ? 

Have  more  interest  in  the  students  and  made  the  classes  interesting. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go 
to  school  ! 

Make  the  classes  more  interesting  and  explain  better. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  tu 
return  to  school? 

If  all  the  teachers  would  have  more  interest  now  that  they  are  going 
to  know  the  problems  of  the  students  and  that  they  should  treat  all 
cf  them  the  same  us  a group. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I didn't  finish  school* 

What  grade  d i d y o u d ro p f i 0:11  ? 

11th. 

What  could  veur  parents  have  clone  to  make  vuu  stay  in  school  ? 

If  they  didn’t  let  me  get  married. 

What  could  vonr  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  sch  ! 
Nothing  it  was  mv  decision. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return 
sclioo  1 7 

If  mv  parents  would  have  force  me  to  return. 

Did  veur  husband  graduate? 

No,  he  has  a career,  he  is  from  Mexico. 
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Q 

What  do  you  r :iss  ihe  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Everything,  ’.he  studies  and  my  friends  just  everything,  all  the 
activities  they  have. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

I would  not  get  married. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

I could  go  to  some  night  classes. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

No . 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

Getting  married. 

Q 

In  what  ways  are  you  really  b tter  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

I am  still  the  same. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

1 need  school  I need  my  education. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

No. 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
;chool ? 

A 

An  economic  situation  that  is  not  stable. 

Q 

Do  you  think  that  going  to  work  is  a good  reason  for  dropping  school? 

A 

Well  not  just  to  go  to  work,  but  If  they  have  to  help  at  home  and 
support  someone  else  they  could  work  after  school  but  if  it  is  not 
enough  I think  is  a good  reason. 

Q 

In  what  ways  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school7 

A 

In  no  way. 

Q 

In  what  ways  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

In  no  way. 
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q j^hat  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

X I don’t  think  anything.  If  I go  I would  go  to  take  some  classes 

but  I wouldn't  go  to  regular  classes. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  lik^  to 

do? 

A I would  like  to  teach  classes  in  Spanish  or  in  English. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 


No  thing. 

Could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  anything  to  make  you  like 
to  go  to  school? 


A 

Mother 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 


Yes . 


I believe  that  the  teachers  should  always  set  the  example 
and  not  mistreat  the  students  instead  of  trying  to  help 
them . When  I was  in  school  they  used  to  have  favorities 
and  they  didn't  care  if  the  favorites  didn't  do  anything 
they  would  be  promoted  anyway.  1 always  tell  my  kids 
to  go  to  school  no  matter  what  happens.  They  should  teach 
the  students  how  to  act  with  adults  they  don't  teach  them 
anything  like  that.  I had  never  had  trouble  with  any  of 
my  kids  about  not  going  to  school.  Put  last  year  my  boy 
had  been  absent  for  some  time  and  they  didn't  let  me  know 
until  after  five  or  six  days  he  hadn't  been  going.  The 
teacher,  Mrs-  Sepulveda  called  me  just  before  the  last 
exams  and  told  me  that  he  was  not  doing  good  because  he 
had  missed  a lot  of  school  and  I told  her  1 was  grateful 
that  she  had  called  me  but  that  I would  have  been  more 
grateful  if  she  would  have  called  a little  bit  earlier 
not  just  before  the  final  exams  because  now  it  was  too 
late  for  him  to  make  up  the  time.  She  said  that  if  he 
would  pass  the  finals  he  could  be  promoted  and  he  did 
anyway , but  like  I said  if  they  would  have  called  me 
I would  have  tried  to  correct  him  ahead  of  time. 

Did  you  like  to  go  to  school? 


No. 


Why? 

because  I didn't  like  math. 

Did  you  ever  talked  to  the  teacher  so  that  they  could  help  you? 

Only  sometimes. 

Could  they  have  done  anything? 

Maybe  but  l never  asked  them  and  even  if  they  explained  the  problems 
I wasn't  interested. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  You  like  it? 
Cculd  they  have  done  anything? 
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I don't  know  how  to  answer. 

What  could  be  done  in  the  schools  to  make  you  return  to  school? 

I wouldn't  like  to  return. 

If  you  could  return  what  changes  must  take  place? 

If  they  didn't  have  math  courses. 

Why? 

Because  I don't  like  it  because  I am  not  interested  I don't  understand. 
Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

Ray be  I would. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I don't  regret  it  right  now. 

What  would  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

Nothing  because  they  never  told  me  not  to  go  they  always  advised  me 
to  stay  in  school  that  it  was  for  my  own  good. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

I don’t  think  anything  because  I don’t  like  school. 

Could  they  have  done  something  to  make  you  1 ke  it? 

No. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

Nothing . 

Did  your  husband  finish  school? 

No  he  dropped  from  the  9th  grade. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

The  classes  and  everything. 

What  could  von  have  done  to  stay  in  school. 

Try  to  understand  math  because  1 like  everything  else  except  math. 
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What  could  you  do  now  Co  return  to  school? 

Nothing . 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

No  just  more  intelligence  because  1 have  never  liked  school. 

Were  you  retained  in  any  grade? 

Yes  in  the  5th  grade  and  in  the  7th  grade. 

What  kind  of  grades  did  you  get? 

B ' s and  C 1 s . 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I wanted  to  get  married  that  is  all. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

If  I would  return  it  would  be  because  I really  want  to  return  and  I 
would  put  more  attention. 

What  would  result  if  you  returned? 

I would  be  better  and  learn  more.  1 cannot  explain  but  I would  like 
to  learn  something  1 like  to  do. 

In  what  ways  are  you  really  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

I am  not  better  off,  but  I don't  regret  having  left  school.  I cannot 
say  that  I need  anything. 

In  what  ways  are  you  really  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

In  nothing. 

Are  you  better  off  in  everything? 

Yes . 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

It  depends  If  it  was  different  the  way  I start. 

In  what  way? 

1 don1  t know’. 
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Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

I don 1 1 know. 

Do  you  think  everyone  should  drop? 

No. 

Under  any  circumstances? 

Yes . 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  never  did. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

Thev  didn't  discourage  you  to  drop  school  they  always  encouraged  me 
to  stay  in  school. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

1 don't  think  anything. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 
do? 

Nothing  just  a housewife. 

If  they  would  give  you  a choice  which  type  of  job  would  you  chose? 

A nurse  or  a teacher. 

Teach  at  what  grade  level? 

Elementary? 

What  grade? 

Between  5th  and  6th  because  1 thought  they  were  the  easiest  for  mo. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school ? 

A 

If  they  had  teachers  that  would  teach.  Not  like  the  ones  I had . 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

A 

They  are  alright  the  way  they  are  except  for  that  teacher. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  they  gave  you  a better  teacher? 

A 

1 can’t. 

Q 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

I do  in  a way  because  I could  have  learn  something  and  I cannot  learn 
anything  here. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

Just  tell  me  to  go  and  always  say  to  go. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

Nothing  they  could  have  talked  to  the  teacher  but  1 never  told  them 
anything. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  wrouid  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Nothing, 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Keep  on  studying  so  I could  finish  school. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

I cannot  do  anything  now. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  wTould  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

No,  now  I would  need  a baby  sitter  to  take  care  of  the  babies. 
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What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

Only  that  teacher  I had  and  I wasn't  interested  in  the  classes 
because  they  were  not  the  ones  I was  suppose  to  learn. 

What  w°uld  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

X could  learn  more  and  finish  school. 

In  what  ways  are  you  really  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

I left  school  so  I cannot  be  better  off  because  school  is  the  most 
important  thing  to  get  a good  job. 

In  what  ways  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

X didn't  learn  anything  and  I could  have  learn  something  but  I didn't 
because  of  that  class  teacher. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again7 
Wo  if  I had  some  different  teacher  I would  stay. 

Under  v;hat  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school ? 

There  is  no  reason  for  dropping  school. 

Under  any  circumstances? 

Yes , 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  never  encouraged  me. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

In  no  way, 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

I would  need  a baby  sitter  like  1 said  before. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  yo j wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to  do 
I have  never  thought  about  that. 

If  you  were  given  a choice  what  would  you  chose? 
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Q 

What  couid  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
schoo 1 ? 

A 

I don ' t know. 

Q 

Did  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

No. 

Q 

Why? 

A 

I don't  know. 

Q 

Was  it  any  particular  reason? 

A 

1 was  too  old  that  was  all. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  ';c  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

A 

Nothing . 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school?  Do  you  like  schools  the  way  they  are? 

A 

Yes . 

Q 

Would  any  changes  have  to  take  place  before  you  would  ^ike  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

No. 

Q 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school?  Do  you  regret  it' 

A 

Yes . 

Q 

In  what  way? 

A 

Because  I want  to  work  and  I cannot  find  a job. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

Nothing . 

Q 

Would  you  like  to  return  to  school? 

A 
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Q 

Would  something  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

No. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Nothing . 

Q 

You  said  you  did  like  school? 

A 

No,  I don’t  like  school. 

Q 

Why? 

A 

Because  the  teachers  are  very  mean. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  o return  to  school? 

A 

1 don ' t know . 

Q 

rs  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 

No. 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

Because  I was  going  to  get  married. 

Q 

How  long  was  it  after  you  drop  when  you  got  married? 

A 

Four  months. 

Q 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 

I would  learn  more. 

Q 

Are  you  really  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

No , 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  Srhool  again? 

A 

No. 

°o 
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A No, 

Q Under  any  circumstances? 

A No . 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A In  no  way. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn1 t , 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A I don ’ t know . 

Q Is  there  anything  that  could  be  done  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A No. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do  ? 

A Nurse. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

Nothing  I did  . ’ t want  to  go  to  school  here  because  I was  going  to 
go  to  San  Antonio  and  go  to  school  over  there  but  ttien  I had  the 
baby  and  I just  couldn't  go  to  school  anymore. 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school ? 

If  they  had  given  me  advice  but  it  was  too  late  because  it  was  so 
fas t . 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

Nothing  I would  like  to  return. 

Would  you  return  to  school  any  way. 

I wanted  to  go  this  year  but  I have  the  baby  and  I don’t  have  anyone 
to  take  care  of  the  baby  but  my  husband  wants  ne  to  go  because  I only 
need  three  and  a half  credits  to  graduate. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I regret  it  very  much  because  I cannot  find  a good  job  without  a 
diploma* 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

No  thing. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like:  to  go  to  school? 
Nothing . 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  retvrn  to 
schoo 1 ? 

I don't  know.  Nothing, 

Would  y'Mj  return  to  school.' 

Sure , 

What  do  you  rtss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
at  t ending? 

My  friends  and  everything  about  school . 


you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 
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I could  have  stayed  here  at  home  after  I got  married  to  finish 
school  but  I vas  scared  because  my  parents  were  angry  at  me 
because  I got  married.  They  wanted  me  to  stay  but  I was  scared 
and  when  I realize  I had  made  a mistake  it  was  too  late. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

I have  to  find  someone  to  take  care  of  the  baby. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  yov  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

I need  to  work  because  my  husband  doesn't  earn  much,  and  if  I go 
back  to  school  I would  have  to  buy  the  school  supplies  and  this  and 
that  then  the  baby.  I would  have  to  have  a parttime  job.  I want 
to  go  back  before  the  beginning  of  the  next  six  weeks  but  I don't 
know  how  to  do  it. 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

Nothing  I wanted  to  get  married. 

Q 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A 

I would  have  my  diploma  and  I could  work  in  anything  I want  to. 

Q 

How  are  you  really  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

I am  not  better  off.  I am  worst  off. 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

Well  I dropped  school  and  he  did  too  so  we  cannot  find  a job 
without  a diploma.  We  would  be  better  off  if  we  had  finished 
school . 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

Never . 

Q 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  everyone  should  drop  school? 

A 

I advise  them  to  stay  in  school  until  they  finish  under  any  circumstances. 

Q 

In  what  ways  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  d idn ' t . 

Q 

In  what  ways  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  didn' t . 

Q 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 
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A To  hel*  me  with  the  baby. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A I can  type  as  long  as  I have  a job. 

Q If  they  would  give  you  a choice  of  jobs  which  would  you  chose? 

A I would  like  to  be  a sales  lady.  I have  always  liked  that. 
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What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

Nothing, 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  dissert? 

When  I was  in  high  school  I liked  it  because  I took  jr.  red  cross 
and  I would  go  to  the  hospital  to  work. 

Could  they  have  done  anything  to  make  you  like  the  classes? 

No. 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

I used  to  go  to  night  classes. 

In  what  ways  do  you  regret  having  lelt  school? 

I don't  know. 

Do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

Yea  and  no,  I dropped  because  my  mother  was  sick. 

Do  you  regret  it? 

No. 

Whit  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A lot  of  things.  They  did  everything  to  keep  me  in  school  but  they 
got  rick  and  I had  to  drop. 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

I don’t  know.  Nothing. 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

Hy  friends  and  all  of  that. 

What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

I could  have  gone  to  school  but  my  mother  was  sick. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 


565 

799 


I don't  know. 


F23-73 


2 


Would  you  like  to  return  to  school? 

Yes  but  I have  a little  baby  and  he  was  sick  and  had  to  take  him  to 
the  hospital.  That  is  why  I stopped  going  to  night  classes. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

No,  I don't  think  so.  Somebody  to  take  care  of  the  baby  so  I could 
go  to  school. 

What  caused  you  to  drop  school? 

My  parents. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school?  • 

I don' t know. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

I don't  know.  I |orgot  some  things  but  I haven't  forgotten  everything 
from  school  because  I ha\e  nephews  and  I help  them. 

Are  you  better  off  in  everything? 

Yes  I have  only  trouble  with  English. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

No,  1 don't  think  so. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

They  shouldn't  drop  in  the  first  place.  They  should  keep  on  until 
they  finish. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

In  no  way . 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

In  no  way. 

What  rould  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

I don't  know.  Since  I am  working  I could  go  to  night  classes. 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to  do? 
Nurse  or  a teacher's  aide. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

A 

I don’t  know.  I really  can’t  think  of  that. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

A 

If  they  would  pay  you  for  some  subjects  of  if  they  give  you  opportunities 
Like  if  they  tell  you  that  they  will  give  you  a job  after  you  finish 
u certain  course. 

Q 

Do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

Yes,  because  if  I had  finished  I would  have  a better  career. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  atay  in  school? 

A 

Nothing.  They  couldn’t  send  me  to  school. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

They  all  wanted  me  to  go  but  I just  couldn’t  go.  I needed  a lot  of 
things  and  since  I was  the  oldest,  1 had  to  work. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  vould  like  to  return  to 
school? 

A 

Nothing . 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Yes. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

I don’t  know  how  to  tell  you. 

Q 

Do  you  miss  anything  from  school? 

A 

Only  ray  friends. 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Work  and  go  to  school. 

Q 

Did  you  try  to  find  a Job  after  school? 

A 

I did,  and  I could  find  one  but  they  wouldn’t  give  me  parttime  Job. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 
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Just  go. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

No. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I couldn't  go.  Sometimes  I didn't  have  money  for  tickets  or  for 
lunch  and  I got  discouraged  and  dropped. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

!■  would  finish  school. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

I am  still  the  same, 

Kow  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I don't  know,  I need  time  to  think  about  it. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

No,  I don't  think  so.  Now  it  depends  on  me  because  I am  married  now. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school ? 

They  should  drop  school. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

I got  discouraged  because  I saw  the  situation  at  home. 

Whet  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

Nothing , 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to  do? 
Secretarial  work. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in'* the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

A 

X don ’ t know* 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

A 

Nothing . 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

If  I didn't  have  to  take  P.E. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school  if  this  happened? 

A 

Yes, 

Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

I don't  regret  it.  I wanted  to  work  than  go  to  school* 

q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

I don't  know. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

I don' t know* 

Q 

’.That  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

A 

X don't  know , 

q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

Nothing.  My  friends  that  is  all. 

q 

What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

Nothing , 

q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 

I don't  know* 

q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

A 
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Q What  cingle  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A I don't  know.  I never  liked  school.  1 liked  it  when  I was  in  elementary 

school  but  I didn't  like  it  over  there  in  Lamar  Jr.  High  because  I had 
to  put  on  shorts  and  I have  never  liked  that. 

0 What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A Nothing. 

Q How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A I am  not  better  off. 

Q How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A In  no  way. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  diop  school  again? 

A I don't  know. 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  stud^r*  should  drop 

school? 

A They  shouldn't  drop, 

Q How  did  your  parents  Encourage  you  to  drop  sch  ^ 

A They  didn't  say  anything, 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  sc  . 

A I told  them  I didn't  want  to  go  because  I was  v time,  I 

couldn't  learn  anything  even  though  I tried  Mid 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  In  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
school? 

A 

I don't  know  but  I have  always  thought  it  was  interesting  to  be  going 
to  school, 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go 
to  school? 

A 

I don  1 1 know. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

I always  liked  them  the  way  they  are. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school? 

A 

Yes . 

Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

1 have  missed  a lot  of  school. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

I dropped  school  because  I got  married. 

Q 

Vhat  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

I always  asked  them  tor  a car  to  go  to  school  but  we  never  had  an  opportunity 
to  buy  one.  Maybe  that  would  have  made  me  stay. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

A 

If  my  father  would  earn  more  money  because  he  didn't  earn  very  much  when 
I was  in  school. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school? 

A 

I think  so. 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped 
attending? 

A 

My  friends  and  especially  the  studies  and  the  teachers. 

Q 

Vhat  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

If  I hadn't  been  going  around  with  my  bovfrlend. 

Q 
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Leave  my  housework  to  go  to  school. 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

We  don't  have  a car  but  we  are  going  to  try  to  get  one  because  I am 
going  to  need  it  if  I go  to  school. 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

I didn't  like  the  kind  of  students  I had  with  me  in  that  year. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

If  I would  have  had  other  students  and  other  teachers  of  my  class  I 
would  of  probably  stay  in  school. 

What  do  you  mean  your  class? 

Well  because  I used  to  be  with  students  the  same  as  I war  and  we  used 
to  do  things  together.  But  this  y?ar  I was  in  a class  where  there 
was  a girl  that  always  wanted  to  do  what  the  teacher  told  me  to  do. 

I got  tired  and  my  boyfriend  asked  me  to  marry  him  and  I did. 

How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

In  no  way. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

In  no  way. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

No,  I don't  think  so. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
school? 

They  shouldn’t  drop  school. 

How  did  ycur  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  encourage  me. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't.  They  always  told  me  to  go. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

If  they  would  take  care  of  ray  house  I would  go  to  school. 


If  you  could  work  at 

anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to  do? 
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q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  tc 
classes? 

A 

In  a way  they  didn't  help  me  a lot  because  they  used  to  tell  me 
that  if  Icdldn't  go  to  school  it  was  better  to  drop  and  all  of  that 
so  they  really  didn’t  help  much. 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  school? 

A 

I don’t  know  I guess  I don't  like  school  that  is  why. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

I really  don't  know  what  to  tell  you.. 

Q 

Would  you  like  to  return  to  school? 

A 

I don’t  think  so. 

Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

I don't  regret  it  because  I am  working. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

A 

They  tried  a lot  of  things  but  I couldn't  go  to  school  because  my  mother 
would  gee  sick  and  she  would  call  me  to  come  home  because  she  needed  me 
this  happened  almost  all  the  time  and  so  I decided  to  drop. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school? 

A 

I really  don't  know. 

q 

What  would-have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  to 
school? 

A 

I don't  know  that  is  a hard  question  to  answer  I don't  know  what 
could  happen. 

q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you  have  stopped  attending? 

A 

Nothing. 

} 

What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

I don't  know  1 tried  but  I would  miss  achool  because  ray  mother  would 
get  sick  again. 

Q 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

A 
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Is  there  anything  you  person l\y  need  before  you  vould  like  to 
return  to  school? 

No. 

What  single  thing  or  ci  rcumsta'  :e  'a y:u  drop  school? 

Just  missing  a lot  of  school. 

What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

Maybe  it  would  work  out  but  1 don’t  know. 

How  are  you  real ly  better  off  since  leaving  school? 
i am  wu i king. 

^ow  are  yer  vor-t  off  since  leaving  school? 


I don’t  know. 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again.’ 

It  all  depends  how  the  students  and  the  teachers  are  but  most  probabJ 
1 wouldn’t. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
schoc 1 ? 

Well  if  they  are  always  telling  you  to  drop  instead  of  helping  you 
to  stay  they  help  you  to  get  out.  I know  I missed  a lot  of  school 
but  I would  go  back  to  school  and  tried  my  best.  Hut  every  tine 
they  called  me  from  the  office  they  would  say  that  if  I wasn't  going 
to  go  to  school  to  go  and  turn  in  ny  books.  1 told  them  that  it 
that  was  what  they  wanted  that  was  what  I was  going  to  do  so  I did. 

I turned  in  nv  hooks  and  vent  home. 

Do  you  think  ■ very  student  should  drop  school? 

No . 

Under  any  circumstances? 


No. 


How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn't  like  the  idea  of  me  dropping  school. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 
They  didn't  discourage  me  I grU  discouraged. 

What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 
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A Nothing, 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Well  like  delivering  things.  What  I am  doing  right  now, 

Q Where  do  yon  work? 

A You  see  we  have  a stand  and  we  sell  tortillas  de  harina  and  I go 

deliver  them  to  the  stores. 

0 What  have  you  always  wfanted  to  be? 

A If  I had  stayed  in  school  I would  have  liked  to  be  a teacher. 

Q Teaching  what? 

A In  elementary  school. 

Q Why  elementary? 

A Because  I like  small  kids  a lot. 
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What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes  ? 

Nothing  everything  was  alright . 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  u 
go  to  school? 

Nothing . 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  It 
return  to  school: 

Nothing  because  I don't  like  school . 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

I don’t  regret  it  right  now  but  1 don’t  know*  about  later  on  when 
I have  to  work . 

What  could  \ our  parents  have  done  to  make  you  stay  in  school? 

I don't  hr  •iv. 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  go  to  school 
Nothing . 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  heme  before  you  would  like  to  return 
to  school? 

Noth i ng . 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  fro r school  now  that  you  have  stopped  \ \ 
1 miss  going  t<»  school,  my  friends  and  everything. 

What  could  you  personally  have  dene  to  stay  in  s bool? 

T dun’t  know. 

What  could  you  do  now  to  return  to  school? 

Nothing.  N‘ » t right  j io  v . 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  r-  ’ 
to  school? 

Nv , 

What  siivJe  thing  or  c i rcun. stance  n.jde  you  drop  school?1 
Just  because  1 c.mltJ  to. 
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Q What  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

A If  I made  it. 

Q How  are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 1 an  not  better  off. 

Q How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 1 don't  know. 

Q If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A No. 

Q Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 

school?  Do  you  think  everyone  should  drop? 

A No . 

Q Under  any  circumstances? 

A No . 

Q How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  didn't. 

Q How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A They  told  me  that  I wasn't  going  to  find  a job  later  on  and  all  ot 

that . 

Q What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A Nothing  right  now. 

Q If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to 

do? 

A Work  in  a sotc  like  a sales  lady. 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  nave  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

A 

Nothing . 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  the  schools  before  you  would  like  to 
return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing . 

Q 

Do  you  like  the  schools  the  way  they  are? 

A 

Yes, 

Q 

Would  you  like  to  return  to  school? 

A 

No. 

Q 

Do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

So  far  I haven't. 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  go  to  school? 

A 

No  thing . 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  make  you  like  to  gn  to  school.’ 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  home  before  you  would  like  to  return  m 
schoo 1 ? 

A 

An  emergency. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school? 

A 

No,  1 don't  think  so. 

q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  you've  stopped  attending 

A 

Flaying  and  joking  around. 

Q 

What  could  you  personally  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

N thing. 
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/ . want  to  go. 

Because  I was  already  18  years  old. 

Mat  would  result  if  you  would  return  to  school? 

Because  1 had  to  finish  it. 

Are  you  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

Yes.  Even  if  I am  not,  I already  did  it. 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

I don’t  know. 

If  you  had  co  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

It  all  depends  on  the  grades. 

Under  what  circumstances  do  you  believe  every  student  should  drop 
schoo  1 ? 

I don’t  think  they  should  drop. 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  you  to  drop  school? 

They  didn’t  do  it,  I did  it. 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

1 just  told  them  I wanted  to  drop  and  1 dropped. 

What  could  be  done  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

Nothing . 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to  do ? 
I would  like  to  work  in  the  hospital  with  the  linen  and  all  of  that . 
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Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  go  to 
classes? 

A 

Nothing . 

Q 

What  could  the  people  in  the  schools  have  done  to  make  you  like  to 
go  to  classes? 

A 

Nothing. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  be  done  in  t lie  schools  before  you  would  like  to  return? 

A 

Nothing.  it  was  ok. 

Q 

Would  you  return  to  school? 

A 

I don’t  know. 

Q 

How  do  you  regret  having  left  school? 

A 

I cannot  find  a job. 

Q 

Have  you  tried  to  find  one? 

A 

Yes  . 

Q 

What  could  your  parents  have  done  to  nake  you  stay  in  school?  Could 
they  have  done  anything? 

A 

Yes  and  no. 

Q 

What  do  you  mean  by  that? 

A 

Nothing  at  the  time  but  I needed  money  for  school  and  they  didn’t  have  any. 

Q 

What  would  have  to  happen  at  hone  before  you  would  like  to  return  to  school? 

A 

Nothing . 

Q 

What  do  you  miss  the  most  from  school  now  that  You've  stopped  attending? 

A 

Nothing . 

Q 

What  could  you  have  done  to  stay  in  school? 

A 

I can  go  back. 

Q 

Is  there  anything  you  personally  need  before  you  would  like  to  return? 

A 

No . 

Q 

What  single  thing  or  circumstance  made  you  drop  school? 

A 

Money . 

Q 

O 
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A 

I think  1 could  make  it. 

Q 

How  are  you  really  better  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

I am  not . 

Q 

How  are  you  worst  off  since  leaving  school? 

A 

In  the  job. 

Q 

A 

Are  you  working  right  now. 
No. 

Q 

If  you  had  to  do  it  all  over  again  would  you  drop  school  again? 

A 

Yes . 

Q 

Why  ? 

A 

Maybe  I an  not  sure. 

Q 

Under  what,  circumstances  do  you  bel  ieve  every  student  should  drop  school? 

A 

1 don ' t know . 

Q 

Do  you  think  everyone  should  drop? 

A 

No . 

Q 

Under  any  circumstances? 

A 

Well,  no  unless  they  need  to.  If  the  family  is  too  big  and  they  don't  have 
what  they  need. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  encourage  y*  u to  drop  school? 

A 

They  didn't. 

Q 

How  did  your  parents  discourage  you  to  drop  school? 

A 

They  didn’t, 

Q 

What  could  anyone  do  now  to  help  you  return  to  school? 

A 

No  thing . 

Q 

If  you  could  work  at  anything  you  wanted  to  what  would  you  like  to  do? 

A 

Work  in  an  office  as  a secretary. 
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